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King    HENRY    the    Second* 

BOOK       L 

p*^  HE  chrgy  having  fo  unanlmoufly  de-SoOK  I. 
dared  for  Matilda,  almoft  all  England "^     -sr-^^*-' 
was  induced  by  their  powerful  influ- 
ence, and  by  the  fear  which  the  defeat  and 
captivity  of  the   king    had    brought   on   his 
party,  to  think  likewife  of  fubmitting  to  the 
government  of   that  lady,    except  the  fingla 
county  of  Kent,  which  the  queen  maintained 
for   her    hufband,    with  the  afiiftance  of  his 
favorite,  William    of    Ipres.     This    general,  Vid.  auL%res 
immediately  after   the   battle  of  Lincoln,  re-^^^^-^'^^P""*" 
tired    thither    with    mod   of  the    mercenary 
troops j  encouraged  the  people  of  that  county, 
who  had  been  always  well-afFe£led  to  Stephen j 
and  drew  to  his  ftandard  all  the  braveil:  .of  that 
prince's  friends,  who  daily  came  in  from  every 
part  of  the  kingdom  j  fome  of  them  hoping  to 
ferve  their  unfortunate  mailer,  and  others  to  ob- 
Vol,  IL  B  tain 
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BOOK  I.  tain  better  conditions  for  themfelves,   by  re- 
^         maining  in  arms.     The  city  of  London  conti- 
nued doubtful  which   fovereign  they   fhould 
own,  but  much  more  inclined  to  the  king  than 
to  Matilda,  for  near  two  months ;  at  the  end  of 
which  time,  that'  princefs  having  advanced  as 
far  as  St.  Albans,  a  body  of  the  chief  citizens 
waited  on  her  there,  and,  after  fome  treaty  with 
her,    confented   to    receive    her   within   their 
walls.     A  few  days    before   Midfummer  fhe 
entered   into  that   city,   with  a  great  train  of 
fpiritual   and   temporal  lords,    and   with   her 
uncle,    the  King  of   Scotland,  who  came  to 
affift,  as  a  feudatory,   at  her  coronation.     She 
then  took  up  her  reiidence  at   the  palace  of 
Weftminfter,   built    by  William  Rufus ;    and 
remained  there  fome  time,  to  order  and  com- 
pofe  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom.     The  earl  of 
Giocefter  ferved    her  well    in    this    neceffary 
^  work.     He  negociated  with  the  barons  of  the 
oppolitefadion,  allured  the  haughty  bycarefl'es, 
and  the  mercenary  by  promifes,  was  full  of  hu- 
manity, moderation,  and  courtefy,  in  all  his  de- 
portment.    Nor  did  he  merely  employ  fair  ap- 
pearances, or  fmooth  %vord3,  to  reconcile  the  in- 
clinations of  the  people  to  that  change  which 
bis  fword  had  effected  ;  but,  in  thofe  parts  of 
the  country  which  had    eipoufed   his   iifter  s 
caufe,  or  fvibmitted  to  her  power,  he  tried  to 
reform  the  adminiflration  of  juftice,  and  reftore 
the  good  ancient  laws  ;  being  thoroughly  fenfi- 
ble,  that  more  ftability  would  be  given  to  go- 
vernment, by  thefe  acts  of  beneficence,  than  by 
force  and  fear,  to  which,  he  knew,  the  fpirit  of 

the 


OFlCiNG    HENRY   II.  ^ 

the  people  could  not  long  be  fubjeded.     HadBOOK  I; 
fhe  been  guided  by  his  wifdom,    the   whole        "       *- 
kingdom   would  foon  have  acknowledged  her 
fovereignty,  without  further  oppofition  :    but 
all  his  endeavours  were  defeated  by  the  per* 
verfenefs   of  her   condu£l.      The   pride    and 
haughtinefs   of  her   temper   were    fo  fwelled 
by  this  fudden  galb  of  profperity,  that  they 
bore  her  far  from  the  courfe  which  his  pru- 
dence defifed  to  make  her  fleer.     From  the 
day,  in  which  the  king  was  delivered  to  her  a 
prifoner,  her  looks,   her  mien,  her  language, 
were    abfolutely   changed*     She    affumed   an 
air  fo  imperious,  that  one  w^ould  have  thought 
her  another  Semiramis,  giving  laws  to  a  na- 
tion long  accuftomed  to  fervitude;  rather  than 
a   princefs    of  England,   making    her    way, 
through  many  obftacles,   to  the  limited  go* 
vernment  of  a    free   people^    not  fufficiently 
convinced  of  her  right  to  their  fealty.     Her 
Grandfather,   William    the   Conqueror,    was  Vid*  auaores 
hardly  more  defpotick  at  the  end  of  his  reign,  ^'^^'^'"'^^"^'^^* 
than  {he  at  the  beginning  of  a  yet  unaflured 
and  unfettled  authority,  even  before  the  crown, 
fo  lately  worn  by  her  valiant  antagonifr,  was 
placed  on  her  head.     Some  of  the  party  of 
Stephen,  who  came  to  offer  their  allegiance 
and   fervices  to  her,  flie   received  with  great 
coldnefs,  others   fhe   drove  from  her  prefence 
with  upbraidings  and  threats.     AH  the  grants 
made  by  that  prince,  even  thofe  to  the  churchy 
fhe  precipitately  revoked,  to  give  them  to  her 
favorites.     From  thofe  who  had  fubmitted  to 

B  2,  her 


4  HISTORY   OF   THE   LIFE 

BOOK   I.  her  {he  often  took  a  part  of  their   lands  and 
^  poffeffions,   as  fines   for    their   paft   conduct ; 

and  thus  left  them,   at  the  bed,  but  half  re- 
conciled to  her,  or  rather  fecret  enemies,  who 
naturally  felt  more  refentment  for  what  they 
had  loft,  than  gratitude   for    what    they  re- 
tained.    But  all  the  barons  who,  from  a  fenfe 
of  honor  or  fidelity,  delayed  to  abandon  their 
late  mafter,  fhe  wholly  deprived  of  their  ho- 
nors   and    eftates,    and    conferred    them  on 
others ;  thus  rendering  them  implacable,  and 
keeping  up  a  head  of  oppofition  againfl   her, 
which  no  time  could  remove.     The  citizens 
of  London,  whom  Ihe  ought  to  have  parti- 
cularly courted,   were   treated  with  great  fe- 
verity :  for  (he  not  only  denied  them  the  in- 
dulgence  they   alked,   of  being  governed  by 
the  laws  of  King  Edward  the  Confeffor,  but 
opprefled    them    by    arbitrary    and    grievous 
exadions.     They     reprefented    to    her    how 
much  they  had  loft  of  that  opulence  they  for- 
merly had  enjoyed,  by  the  decay  of  their  trade 
and    other   pubhc   calamities    attending    the 
war,    befides    the  high  demands   which  the 
late  government  had  often  made   upon  them, 
and    which   they   durft    not    refufe.      They 
more  efpecially  pleaded  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pences   they  had  lately  fuftained,  in  making 
provifion  for   the  relief  of  their  poor,  againlt 
an  imminent  danger  of  famine,  which,  they 
apprehended,   was  not  yet  entirely  removed. 
And  therefore  they  humbly  implored  her,  in 
■the  molt  pathetic  terms,  to  moderate  her  de- 
mand, 
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mand,  or,    at  leaft,  to  grant    them,    out   of  BOOK   i. 

compaflion   to   their   prefent   great  diftrefs,  a         ^       ' 

longer  time  for  the  payment  ;   promifing  her, 

that,    when    peace    ihould  be  perfectly  efta- 

bhflied,    as    their    riches    would   increafe,  fo 

fhould  aifo  their  zeal  for  the   fupport  of  her 

government.     But,    before    they    had    ended 

their    remonftrance,    with  rage  in  her  eyes, 

frowns  on   her   brow,    and   fuch  a  diforder  of 

padion  as  equally   deftroyed    the    majefty   of 

the  queen  and  the  (oftnefs  of  the  woman,  fhe 

told   them,   that  they  had  frequently  and  la- 

vi(hly  granted   their  money  to  Stephen,   for 

his    fnpport,    and  to  her    detriment,    having 

been  long  combined  with  her  enemies,  as  fhe 

had  felt  to  her  coft ;    and  therefore  they  mull 

not  expe6l  that  fhe  w^ould  fhew  any  lenity  to 

them,    or    remit  the  leaft    part   of  the    fum 

fhe  had  demanded.     So  ill  did  fhe  underfland 

the  art  of   converting  fubdued  enemies  into 

friends,  which,    fo    far    as    it    can    be    done 

without  alienating  thofe  by  whofe  affifiance 

they  were  fubdued,  is  of  all  arts  the  mofl  ne- 

cefl'ary  in  revolutions  of  government  ! 

Nor  was  her  behaviour  more  gracious  to 
her  friends  ihemfelves.  When  the  bifliop  of 
Winchefter  and  the  earl  of  Glocefler  were 
fuitors  to  her  for  any  of  the  king's  party,  i}\Q 
frequently  rejecl;ed  their  interceifions  with 
great  rudenefs,  fuffering  them' to  kneel  to 
her,  without  riling  up;  a  pride,  which,  con-^ 
trailed  with  the  familiar  and  obliging  beha- 
viour of  Stephen,   appeared  the  more  offen- 

B  3  live 
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B  O  O  K  I.  l^ve    and    infupportable   to  a  free   people.     la 
A. D.  iiAu  ^'^^^^  ^^^  ^''^^   brother,  to  whom  {he  owed  her 
fuccefs,   foggefl:  to  her  riglit  meafures,  and  a 
conduct  more  agreeable  to  that  ftate  (he  was 
jn,   and  to  the    temper  of  the  nation,     Nei- 
ther  his  counfels,  nor  thofe   of  the  king   of 
Scotland,    her    uncle,    could  prevail    againffc 
the  dictates    of  her    impetuous    pallions,   to 
which  (he  now  gave  fo  abfolute  a  fway,  that 
ilie   made   little  ufe  even   of  her  own  under-^^ 
ftanding,   which,    in  the  former  tranfii6tions 
of  her  life,  had  appeared  to  be  much  Wronger 
and  fitter  for  government,  than  could  be  ima- 
gined from  her   preient  behaviour.     She  was 
indeed  quite  intoxicated  with  her  good  for- 
tune,  and   conlidered  England  as  a  conquered 
country,  upon   which  fhe   might  trample  at 
pkafure;    forgetting    that    moff  of  thofe   by 
whom  fne  had  conquered  had  fought  for  free- 
dom, and  that  even  the  vanquifhed  party  was 
not  fo  difpirited,  or  reduced  to  fuch  weaknefs, 
as   that  a  galling  and    deiperate    refentmenc 
might  not  yet  render  them  dangerous  to  her, 
efpeciaily    if   they  were   ftrengthened    by    a 
coalition  with  thofe  whom  intereft  alone  had 
made  her  friends.     But  while  (he  was   lulled 
Vid.  auaores  in  all  the   fecurity  of  infolent  folly,  and  in- 
citat.utiupra.  ^^j^j.  ^pQ^   nothing   but   her  approaching  co- 
ronation,  for   the   ceremonies  of  which   fhe 
now   prepared,  with   all  the  impatience   and 
pleafure  of  a  woman  who  loved  the  pomp  of 
royalty  no  lefs  than  the  fubftance,  there  arofe 
g  fudden  ftorm,  vi^hich  burfl  upon  her  hea4 
3  with 
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with  great  fury,  and  drove  her  away  for  ever  BO  OK  I. 
from  that  throne,  which  fhe  beHeved  heifelf '  '  ' 
jufl  upon  the  point  of  afcending. 

There  is  no  kind  of  tyranny  that  will  fo 
fooii  excite  a  revolt  in  a  great  trading  city, 
as  an  oppreffive  taxation.  The  citizens  of 
London,  exafperated  at  the  burthens  laid 
upon  them  by  the  emprefs,  and  at  the  harfh- 
nefs  of  the  anfwer  which  fhe  had  returned  to 
their  petition  for  rehef,  began  to  cabal,  and 
confult  together,  how  to  fhake  off  a  yoke  fo 
intolerable  to  them.  While  their  minds  were 
in  this  ferment,  King  Stephen's  queen,  a 
lady  whofe  virtues  even  his  enemies  honored, 
had  vainly  endeavoured  to  procure  for  him 
his  freedom,  upon  the  hard  conditions  of  re- 
signing the  crown,  and  going  into  a  convent, 
or  to  the  Holy  Land,  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life  ;  which  the  chief  lords  of  his  party  en- 
gaged he  fhould  do,  and  ofl'ered  Matilda  to  Vid.auaores 
furrender  their  caftles,  and  give  her  many*^"^^*"^^"^'** 
hoftages,  to  fecure  to  her  the  performance  of 
this  1-tipulation.  Nothing  but  an  implacable 
defire  of  revenge  could  hinder  her  from  ac- 
cepting fnch  a  propofal,  under  the  obligation 
•flie  had  to  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  and  con- 
fidering  how  much  her  kingdom  would  fuf- 
fer  by  the  publick  tranquillity  not  being  re- 
■ftored.  Neverthelefs  fhe  rcjcdled  it  with  an 
air  of  difdain  :  whereupon  the  queen,  who, 
with  the  gentlenefs  becoming  her  fex,  had  a 
mafculine  courage,  and  knew  how  to  a(S:,  at 

B  4  proper 
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BOOK  I.  proper  feafons,  both  with  vigour  and  pru^^ 
dence,  cornmanded  her  forces  to  pafs  over 
the  river,  and  lay  wade  the  whole  country 
under  the  walls  of  London  :  but  at  the  fame 
time,  by  her  iecret  agents,  ike  invited  the 
citizens  to  confederate  with  her  againfi:  this 
moft  arrogant  and  tyrannical  government  ; 
fuggefling  to  them  how  eafily  they  might, 
by  a  fudden  and  general  inlurre6tion,  make 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  perfon  of  Matildaj 
and  fo  redeem  and  reftore  the  king.  They, 
who  now  were  in  equal  danger  of  loling  their 
fortunes,  by  the  avarice  of  Matilda,  and  by 
the  arms  of  the  queen,  determined  to  fave 
them  by  joining  with  the  latter,  whom 
they  had  always  loved,  again  ft  the  former, 
who  had  inflamed  their  ancient  diflike  of  her 
into  a  furious  and  irreconcilable  hatred.  This 
refolution  uould  have  been  executed,  and 
Matilda,  who  thought  that  (he  had  nothing 
to  fear,  becaufe  (he  faw  the  queen's  troops 
employed  in  ravaging  the  lands  of  tlie  citi- 
zens, would  have  been  taken  prifoner,  in  her 
palace  of  Weft minfter,  by  thofe  very  citizens, 
if  (he  had  not  been  opportunely  apprifed  of 
her  danger,  by  an  intelligence  fent  to  her 
from  one  of  their  body  :  upon  which  (he  im-r 
mediately  gave  the  alarm  to  her  friends,  and, 
with  all  poffible  file  nee  and  fecrefy,  drew 
them  infeufibly,  by  fmall  parties,  out  of  the 
pity,  before  the  cqufpirators  there  were  ready 
fo  a6l :  then  mounting  on  horfeback  ftie  re- 
tired in  a  niilitary  maimer  to  Oxford,  the  no- 
bles 
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bles  who  attended  her  forming  with  their  fol-BOOK  L 

lowers  a  ftrong  body  of  cavalry,  and  march-  *■       " ' 

ing  together,   in  good  order,  till  they  got   to 
a  confiderable  diftance  from   London.     The 
citizens,  who  had  hoped  to  furprize  her  un^  Y^'^*  ^"^°^!* 
prepared,  were  quite  difconcerted  at  finding^^^^*"   ^^^^' 
that   their   plot    was    difcovered  ;     infomuch 
that  they  fuffered  her,  and  all  who  were  w^ith 
her,   to  efcape    unmolefted,  fatisfying  them- 
felves    with   the   plunder    of  the  goods  they 
had   left  behind.     Probably,   it  was  the  too 
eager    defire    of    that    booty     which    chiefly 
flopped  their  purfult  ;    and    Matilda    got  offZ"^'^*'^* 
from    thtm,  as  Mithndates  is  faid    to    have  tion.  pro  lege 
efcaped  from  the  Romans,   by  throwing  gold  ^^'^*^^^' 
and  filver  in  their  way.      The  king  of  Scot- 
Jand,  the  earl  of  Glocefler,  and  the  bifliop  of 
Wiochefter,   went   with  that  princefs  to  Ox- 
ford ;  but  mod:  of  the  other  barons  feparated,  Vid.  auftores 
and  repaired  to  their  feveral  homes,  before  fhg  cuat. ut fupra* 
got  thither.     Nor  did  (lie  ftay  long  in  that 
city;     but   went  to    Glocefter,    in    order    to 
confer  with   Milo  Fitz-walter  on  the  prefent 
ftate  of  affairs.     After  fome  deliberation,  they 
returned  together  to  Oxford,   where  Ihe  now 
determined  to  reiide.     This  baron  adhered  to 
her  in   all  the  changes   of  fortune   with  the 
rnoft  fteady  fidelity,  for  which  fhe  now  re- 
warded  him   with  the  earldom   of  Hereford, 
He  likewife   enjoyed  a  fuperior    fhare  of  her 
favour  and  confidence  ;  but  was  forced  to  pre- 
ferve  it  by   a   more     flattering   complaifance 
jhan  her   true  intereft  and  fervice  required: 

for 


IP  HISTORY  OF   THE   LIFE 

BO  OK  L  fQj-  {j^Q  would  not  endure  any  advice  that  con- 
tradi^led  her  humour;  and,  as  he  owed  fo 
much  to  her  atfeclion,  and  expected  ftill  more, 
■he  was  content  to  be  her  minKier  upon  her 
Qwn  terms ;  from  whence  it  happened  that 
his  great  abilities  were  of  much  lefs  advan- 
tage to  her  than  might  have  been  expected. 

The  biiliop    of   Winchefter  had  been  ex- 
tremeW*  difguiled   for  fome  time  j    and  there 
is  reafon  to  think  that  the  confpiracy  at  Lon- 
don   was   formed  with  his  approbation :    yet 
he  concealed   his  refentments  a  little  longer  ; 
but  in  the  mean   while  gave  orders  that  the 
fortifications    c^f   his    caftle    at     V/inchefler 
Ihould  be  repaired  and  augmented,  with  other 
precautions,  that  were  neceffary  to  put  him 
in    a    better  condition  of  openly  quarrelling 
with  Matilda.     He  then   made  a   requeft   to 
her,    which,    confiderlng    his    power  in  the 
church  and  ftate,  the  danger  of  a  breach  with 
him,  and  the  obligations  fhe  had  to  him  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  one  fhould  have  fup- 
pofed  could  not  have  been  refufed.     What  he 
Vid.  auaores  2£|^g(j  was  a  grant  of  the  earldoms  of  Mor- 
citat.ut  ^'P''^'|.gg^^g  ^„(j  Boulogne,  which  Stephen  had  held 
before   he  gained  the  crown,  to  his  nephew 
■  Euilace,  that  king's   eldefl  fon.     And  fureiy, 
if  this  great   prelate  could  fo  far  give  way  to 
:  reafons  of  ffcate,  or  rather  to  the  paffions  and 
revenge  of    Matilda,    as   to  acquiefce  in  her 
keeping  the  unfortunate  father  in  prifon  for 
life,  which  fhe  now  feemed  refolved  to  do,  it 
'    was-  incumbent  upon  him,   by  all  the  obli- 
gations 
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gations  of  nature  and  duty,  to  (hew  this  re-^OOK  I. 
gard  at  leaft  to  the  innocent  fon,  who  had  an 
nnqueftionable    right    to    his    care    and    pro- 
^te6tion.     One  of  thefe  earldoms,  viz.  that  of 
Boulogne,  was  the  inheritance  of  that  prince's 
mother,  and  not  in  the  power  of  the  emprefs; 
fo  that  the  alkingj  her  for  it  was  only  a  com- 
pliment ;  and   that  of  Mortagne  was  a  fmall 
boon  in  return  for  a  crown.     Neverthelefs  fhe 
refufed  it,   perhaps  from  a  jealoufy   (he   had 
conceived  of  the  bi(hop :   but  however  juftly 
Ihe  may  have  fu(pe(3;ed  him,  by  denying  him 
a   favor    lo   reafonable   in   itfelf  fhe  hurt  her 
own  caufe,  and  gave  him  a  fair  pretence  to 
break   with   her   more    decently,    having  the 
voice  of  the   public  on  his  lide.     After  this 
he  came  no  more  to  her  court,  though  often 
invited,    but    had    a   meeting,    at    Guilford, 
with  the  queen,  his  lifter  in  law;  and  there 
they    concerted    together    all    the    meafures 
which  they  thought  neceffary  to  procure  the 
reftoration   of   the   king.      He  began  by  ab- 
folving  thofe,  whom   he   had   before   excom- 
municated  for  adhering   to   that   prince,    and 
by  his  agents    and    emiffaries    fent  over    the 
whole    kingdom  grievous  complaints  againft 
the  emprefs,  affirming  that  fhe  had  treache- 
roufly   formed   a  defign   to   feize  his    perfon, 
had  broken  her  oath  given  to  him  and  all  the 
other   barons,    and    knew    not    how    to    ufe 
power  with  moderation.    Thefe  reports  much 
afFeded   the   irritable    minds  of  the   people, 
ypon    which    compaffion    alfo   worked  very 

power- 
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BOOK  I.  powerfully,    at   this    time,    in  behalf  of  the 
king.     For  the  emprefs,  whofe   temper  was 
naturally  vindictive,  being  exafperated  by  the 
danger  (he  had  been  in  at  London,  and  the 
great  lofs  her  party  fufFered   from  the   revolt 
of  that  city,  vented  her  rage  on  the  perfon  of 
her  royal  captive,  and  laid  him  in  irons,  like 
a  common  malefii(£tor,  againfl:  the  will  of  her 
brother,  the    earl   of  Glocefler,  v^'hom  thole 
who   flattered   her   paffions  accufed  to  her  of 
treating  him  w^th  too  much  indulgence.    But 
the  ignominious    and    barbarous    ufage    of  a 
prince,  w'hofe   dignity  (he  ought  to  have  re- 
ipeded   for  the  fake  of  her  own,  excited  fuch 
a  general    indignation    againfl:  her,    as  not  a 
little  aflifted  to   turn  again,  on   his  fide,  the 
often  varying  ftream  of  popular  favor.     The 
people  of  England  have   always   been  good- 
natured.     Even   the  fpirit  of  parry  has  never 
had  force  enough  to  deflroy  the  ftroiig  prin- 
ciple of  humanity  in  them.    When  they  w'ere 
told    that    their    fovereign   was  loaded    with 
irons,  they  forgot  all  his  faults.     His  fuffer- 
ings  only,  and  the  inhuman  arrogance  of  Ma- 
tilda,  her   arbitrary,    violent,  oppreflive  con- 
duct, w^ere  now  the  general  fubjc6ts  of  their 
thought  and  difcourie.     Tne  prefent  refent- 
ment,  raifed  by  thefe,  overcame   and  oblite- 
rated,   in  the  minds  of  the  enemies  of  Ste- 
phen   themfelves,     their    former    rancour    a- 
gainft  him  ;   whde,  in  his  friends,   it  revived 
a  warmer  and  more  tender  fenle  of  all  thole 
endearing   and  amiable   qualities,    by  which 

he 
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he  bad  formerly  recommended  himfelf  to  theBOOK  I.^ 
afFeaion  of  the  publick.     The  biihop  of  Wu> 
chefter,  whofe  eyes  were  very  quick,  diicerned 
this  change  in  the  temper  of  the  nation,  and 
faw  that  he  fhould  be  in  danger  of  lofmg  all 
his  credit,  if  he  did  not  fall  in  with  it,  and  ad 
for  his  brother;    which,    together   with  the 
nights  he  had  received  from  the  emprefs,  and 
diflike  of  her   behaviour,  made    him  refoive 
to  undo  all  he  had  done  for  her  fervice,  and 
reftore  the  king  whom  his  perfidy  had  con- 
tributed to  dethrone.     But,   as  he  had  not  yet 
taken  an   open   part   againft  her,  the  earl  of 
Glocefter,    who    knew    how  detrimental  the 
lofs  of  him  would  be  to  Matilda,  thought  it 
expedient  to  try  all  pollible  means  to  regain 
him  to  her  party:  with  which  intention  he 
made  him  an  amicable- vifit  at  Winchefter-, 
but  after  having  conferred  with  him  he  found 
him  determined,    and    returning  to  his  fifter 
confirmed  her  jealoufy.     Upon  the  report  he 
made   to  her,  without  confulting  with  him, 
or  letting  him  into  the  fecret  of  her  defign, 
{he  went  on  a  fudden  to  Winchefter,  with  all  vid.  auclorcs 
the  force  (he  had  at  Oxford,  except  what  vyas^"'^*  ^'^"P""*' 
iieceflary  to  be  left  there  in  garrifon,  hoping 
to.  furprize  and  feize  the  biihop.     But,  jufi:  as 
{he  was  entering  at  One  gate  of  the  city,  he 
rode  out  at  another,  and  efcaped  to  his  caftlc  j 
which,    by    the    delcription    we    have  of  it, 
feems  to  have  been  fituated  clofe  to  the  walls 
upon  the  banks  of  -the  river.     It  was  a  v&ry 
iliong    fortreis,  well  garriioaed,   and    flored 

with 
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BOOK  I.  with  all  neceffaries  to  fuftain  a  long  fiege,  by 
^~~"^'  the  care  of  the   bifliop,    who  had  prudently 

forefeen  the  need  he  might  have  of  fuch  a 
timely  provifioii.      His  efcape  difconcerted  the 
'     meafures  of  the  emprefs.     Having  failed  in 
her  intention  of  taking  him  by  furprize,  {he 
fent  a  meflage   inviting  him  to   come  to  her 
court ;  but  he  was  too  prudent  to  be  caught 
in  fuch  a  fnare.     Had  The  fucceeded,  it  would 
have  been  a  very  dangerous  clCi,  fo  far  to  vi- 
olate the  privileges  of  the  church  in  the  perfon 
of  a  legate,  and  draw  upon  herfelf,  not  only 
the  enmity  of  all  the  Englifh  clergy,  in  whofe 
affection  the  main  ftrength  of  her  party  then 
lay,  but  alfo   the  formidable  refentments  of 
Rome.      Her   brother's  difcretion  would  ne- 
ver have  permitted  her  to  a6t  fo  raftily,  and 
therefore  fhe  did  not  confult  him;  wilful  and 
violent  tempers  being  afraid  of  fober  advice, 
even  from  their  bed  friends.     As  fhe  had  im- 
prudently engaged  in  this  enterprize,  fo  fhe 
'A,  D.  ii4i.obftinately  purfued  it,  and  refolved  to  befiege 
the  bifhop  in  his  caftle ;  remaining  herfelf  in 
the  royal  palace  of  Winchefter,  which  flood 
upon  a  hill,  without  the  Vvefl-gate,  and  was 
then  a  very  ftrong  fortrefs ;  but  lodging  the 
greater  part  of  her  troops  in  the  city,  the  in- 
habitants of  which   were  generally  inclined 
to  her  caufe.     The  forces  fhe  had  with  her 
not  being  fufficient  for  fo  great   an    under- 
taking, flie  fummoned  her  adherents  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom.     Many  of  thofe,  who 
had  fubmitted  to  her  after  the  battle  of  Lin- 
coln, 
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coin,  forfook  her  now,  and  went  over  to  Ste-B  O  o  K  il 

phen  ;  but  among  thofe  who  attended  her  to v— ^ 

this   expedition,    or  who  came  on  her  fum-Yi'^- ^^^'^^o''^* 
mons,   were  David  king  of  Scotland,  Robert "^'^^'"'^  "^'^' 
earl   of  Giocefter,    Reginald    another  of  her 
natural  brothers,  whom  (he  had  made  earl  of 
Cornwall,  Baldwin   de  Redvers   earl   of  De- 
vonfhire,  Milo  earl  of  Hereford,  Roger  earl 
of  Warwick,  William  de  Mohun,  whom  fhe 
there   rewarded  with  the  earldom   of  Dorfet, 
GeofFry  Boterel,  brother  to  Alan  earl  of  Rich- 
mond, and  Brian  Fitzcomte,  lord  of  Waling* 
ford  and  Abergavenny,  who  had  a  very  par- 
ticular (hare  in  her  favor.     The  earl  of  Chef- 
ter  alfo  came,  but  later  than  the  others,  and 
with  very  few  followers  ;    fo  that  he  did  her 
no  fervice,  and  was  even  fufpeded  of  an  in- 
clination to  take  part  with  her   enemies :    a 
moft  furprizing   change  indeed,  after  all  that 
had   palled  between  the  king  and  him  !    but 
he  was  a  man  of  a  light  temper :    and  indeed 
thefe  were  times   which  produced  very  few 
inftances  of  irreconcilable  enmities  or  firm  at- 
tachments.    On  the  other  fide,  the  biihop  of 
Winchefter,  feeing  that  the  whole  power  of 
the  emprefs  was  coUefted  to  make  war  upon 
him,  called  to  his  aililtance  all  the  friends  of 
his    brother,    who    came    in    fuch  numbers, 
that  they  compofed  an   army  much  flronger 
than  Matilda's.     Ail. the  earls  in  England,  ex- 
cept    thofe     abovementioned,    attended     his 
fiimmons,  with  great  troops  of  their  valTals': 
nor  were  any  of  them  more  forward  on  this 

occa- 
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pQQ^  J-  occafion  than  thofe  who  had  ferved  fo  ill  at 
the  battle  of  Lincoln ;  for  they  heard  them- 
felves  continually  reproached  with  'vhe  mif- 
chiefs  their  flight  had  caufed,  and  eagerly 
fought  an  occafion  of  redeeming  the  honor 
they  had  loft  on  that  day.  The  queen  herfelf 
marched  to  Winchefter,  at  the  head  of  the 
Kentilh  militia,  her  conftant  friends,  and  of 
a  thoufand  men  at  arms,  drawn  from  the  city 
of  London,  befides  archers  and  pikemen. 
■William  of  Ipres  attended  her,  with  moft  of 
the  mercenaries,  breathing  revenge  for  the  in- 
human indignities  impofed  on  their  gracious 
and  munificent  prince,  whom  they  now  fer- 
ved, not  for  hire  only,  but  out  of  affedlion  ; 
knowing  that  his  favor  to  them  had  been  hi& 
greatefl:  offence  to  his  people.  Thus  was  the 
vitmoll:  ftrength  of  both  parties  afifembled 
about  the  city  and  cafi:le  of  Winchefter,  but 
with   a  great  fuperiority  on  the  fide  of  the 

Vid.  auaorcs  king.     The  plan  formed  by  his  generals  was 

€itat.utfupra.  ^      °  ^        ^  -r  r  -.^u 

^  to  prevent  any  provitions  from  commg  to  the 
town,  and  vanquifh  the  emprefs  by  famine, 
or  force  her  to  a  battle  with  very  unequal 
numbe'rs.  Accordingly  they  made  themfelves 
mafters  of  all  the  communications  ihe  had 
with  the  country,  except  one  towards  the 
weft  or  north-weft,  which  they  could  not 
fhut  up  fo  clofely  as  the  others ;  but  even  on 
that  fide  they  rendered  the  palTage  of  her  fup- 
plies  very  difficult,  by  lending  out  parties  of 
horfe  to  fcour  the  country,  which  often  in- 
tercepted  them,    and    frightened  the  people, 

from 
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from  any  intercourfe  with  her.  Under  thefeBOOK  I, 
difficulties  flie  ftill  perfevered  in  befieging  the 
legate,  who  defended  his  caftie  with  a  moft 
undaunted  courage,  and  fo  little  regard  to  hig 
epifcopai  chara6^er,  that,  in  order  to  revenge 
himfelf  on  the  townfmen,  who  favored 
Matilda,  he  commanded  fireworks  to  be 
'  thrown  from  the  battlements  of  his  tower,  by 
which  a  great  part  of  the  city,  the  mod  magr 
nificent  then  in  f^ngland,  and  above  twenty 
churches  (or  as  fome  authors  fay  forty),  with 
a  nunnery  and  an  abbey,  were  burnt  down  to 
the  ground.  In  the  latter  of  thefe,  which 
was  called  the  abbey  of  Hyde  and  fituated 
without  the  walls,  there  was  a  large  crofs, 
covered  with  plates  of  pure  gold,  and  richly 
fet  with  precious  ilones,  the  gift  of  King  Ca- 
nute. This  having  been  damaged  by  the 
flames,  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter  \/ery  freely 
made  ufe  of  the  gold  to  pay  his  troops,  and 
laid  up  the  jewels  among  his  own  treaiures. 
The  miferable  citizens  futfered  no  lefs  b)^  fa- 
mine than  by  fire;  the  few  provifions,  which 
fometimes  were  brought  into  the  town,  being 
all  taken  from  them,  for  the  fupport  of 
the  foldiers  quartered  among  them  ;  nor  v^^as 
there  enough  to  fupply  thefe  with  the  necef- 
faries  of  lite  :  fo  that  the  earl  of  Gloceder, 
apprehending  the  ruin  of  his  army,  refplved 
to  ereiSt  a  fort  near  the  nunnery  of  Warewell, 
upon  the  river  Tefl:,  which  might  tacilitate 
and  fecure  the  importation  of  viduals  into  the 
city  on  that  fide.  Some  chofea  troops  were 
Vol.  IL  C  coi^? 
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BOOK  I.  commanded  to  execute  this  refolution  ;  but 
'  '  ^  William  of  Ipres  fell  upon  them  with  a  much 
Vid.  auaores  greater  force  ;  and  many  having  been  killed 
eitat.utfupra.  or  taken  in  the  adlion,  the  reft  of  them  retired 
into  the  church  of  the  nunnery,  and  endea- 
voured to  defend  themfelves  there :  upon 
which  the  king's  general  ordered  it  to  be 
fired,  and  thus  deftroyed,  or  took  prifoners, 
all  who  were  in  it,  thinking  that  the  exam- 
ple of  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter  was  autho- 
rity enough  to  juftify  him,  a  layman  and  a 
foldier,  in  the  little  regard  he  fiiewed  for  the 
fan<5tity  of  the  place.  This  was  a  terrible 
blow  to  Matilda.  She  faw  her  army  in  great 
danger  of  being  ftarved,  and  feared  Ihe  foon 
might  be  reduced  to  the  cruel  neceffity  of 
yielding  herfelf  a  prifoner  to  the  wife  of  that 
king  whom  fhe  then  held  in  irons  ;  a 
misfortune  which  fhe  dreaded  more  than 
death.  In  fuch  defperate  circumftances  the 
boldeft  counfels  were  prudent.  The  bifhop 
having  proclaimed  a  cefTation  of  arms  on 
the  eve  of  Holy-Rood  day,  after  fun-fet, 
according  to  the  cuftom  then  obferved  in  the 
whole  Latin  church,  the  earl  of  Glocefter 
took  that  opportunity  to  endeavour  to  re- 
tire from  this  fatalTituation.  But,  not  think- 
ing that  he  could  prudently  depend  on  the 
enemy's  obferving  the  truce,  he  made  fuch 
difpofitions  as,  he  hoped,  would  in  any  event 
Vid.  auaores  ^g J, ^^j-g  |-]^g  efcape  of   the   emprefs.     Having: 

citat.  ut  fupra.  •        i     i  i  /-       •    i  r    i  • 

committed   her   to   the    Ipecial   care   or    his 
brother,  the   earl  of  Cornwall,  he  fent  her 

out 
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out  of  the  towiv  in  the  van  of  his  army,  toge-  BOOK  I. 

ther  with    her  uncle,  the  king  of  Scotland, ' ^^— '. 

and  moll:  of  thofe  friends  whofe  prefervation 
he  thought  of  the  greateft  importance,  order- 
ing them  to  march  about  break  of  day,  with 
all  the  expedition  they  could,  towards  Glo- 
cefter,  by  the  way  of  Ludgerfhall  and  the 
Deviies ;  while  he  himfelf,  to  cover  their 
retreat,  followed  more  (lowly,  with  a  rear 
guard  compofed  of  fome  of  the  braveft  no- 
bility, and  of  a  few  chofen  troops,  which,  he 
believed,  would  (land  by  him  againft  any 
odds  of  numbers.  It  was  happy  for  Matilda 
and  all  with  her  that  he  took  thefe  neceffary 
precautions.  The  bifliop  of  Winchefter  was 
not  fo  fcrupulous  as  to  fufFer  his  enemies  to 
efcape  without  moleftation,  out  of  refpe^l  to 
a  holy-day;  but  the  moment  he  got  intelli- 
gence of  their  march  fent  his  garrlfon  to  pur- 
fue  them,  fpreading  alfo  the  alarm  through 
all  the  queen's  army,  which  was  pofted  on 
the  other  ftde  of  the  town  and  in  fome  places 
near  adjacent.  They  foofi  joined  his  forces, 
and  came  up  with  the  earl  of  Gloceiler  at 
Stockbridge  upon  the  river  Tefl.  That  lord  A.  D.  1141. 
made  a  ftand  againfl  them  at  the  head  of  theVid.  auftores 
bridge  J  but  after  a  long  and  brave  defence, '^^^^^•^^^^"i''^** 
in  which  Geoffry  Boterel  diftinguiftied  him- 
felf beyond  all  the  other  knights,  the  pafs  was 
forced,  the  rear  guard  defeated,  and  their 
general  taken  prifoner  by  William  of  Ipres. 

Thus  did  the  earl  of  Glocefter  mod  gene- 

roufly  facrifice  himfelf  to  the   fafety  of  his 

C  2  fiiter 


20  HISTORY    OF    THE    LIFE 

fiiler  and   fovereign,  though  (he  had  brought 
the  danger  on  herfelF,    by  her  wilful    impru- 
dence in  acting  without  his  advice.     Having 
retarded  the  enemy  in  their  purfuit,  he  en- 
abled her   and  the  main  body  of  his  army  to 
efcape  without   any   other  damage  than   ths 
fhame  of  having  been  forced  to  make  a  re- 
treat  which    deferved  to  be   rather    called  a 
flight.     The    emprefs    came    unmolelled    by 
the  enemy  to  the  caftle  of  Ludgerfhall :    but 
left  it  in  a  few  hours,  and  went   on  horie- 
back,  as  fpecdily  as  her  fhrength  would   per- 
mit, to  the  Devifes ;    from  whence  (if  fome 
hiftorians  of  no  fmall  authority   may  be  cre- 
dited) fhe  was  carried  to  Glocefler  on  a  bier, 
as  a  dead  corpfe  :  but,  as  William  of  Malmf- 
bury  and  the  anonymous  author  of  the  afts 
of  King  Stephen,  "who    would    hardly    have 
omitted  to   mention   this    circumftance,  had 
it   been   true,  fay  nothing  of  it,  I  think  it  a 
fable    grounded   only    on    popular    rumours, 
which  always  add  iomething  to  every  extra- 
ordinary  and    iurpriling    event.     It   was   alfo 
a  current   report,  that   the    king   of  Scotland 
was  thrice  taken   priloner  in  his  -flight,  and 
redeemed  by  ibme  of  his  friends;  his  perfon 
not  being  known   to   the   foidiers  who  took 
him.     A  contemporary    author  relates,  that 
one  David  Holiford,  a  gcdfon  of  that  king, 
who  happened   to  ierve  at   this   time  in  the 
army  of  the   queen,  helped  greatly  to  con- 
ceal  him  from  their  purfuit.     Certain  it  is, 
that   he  made  his   efcape  with   much  diffi- 
culty. 
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Culty,  and  fo  did  the  emprefs.  Beiides  the  BOOK  I. 
difgrace  (he  fufFered,  her  brother's  captivity  *  ^  ' 
was  fuch  a  misfortune  to  her,  as  almoft  de- 
prived her  of  any  ienfe  of  joy  in  her  own 
prefervation.  But  he  himfclf  bore  it  with 
the  mod  unfhaken  fortitude;  no  a6lion,  no 
word,  not  even  a  look,  difcovering  the  lead 
deje£lion  of  fpirit :  infomuch  that  his  very 
enemies  were  compelled  to  revere  and  extol  Y^'^*  ^uftof'f 
his  virtue,  wdiich  could  with  fuch  dignity '^"'^'^'"^  "^'^* 
maintain  its  fuperiority  over  all  the  power  of 
fortune.  The  queen,  who  knew  that  the 
ill  ufage  of  her  hufoand  had  been  contrary 
to  his  advice  and  deGre,  would  not  by  chains, 
or  any  other  inhuman  feverities,  revenge  it 
upon  him;  but  treated  him  kindly,  and 
made  him  a  propofal,  by  fome  principal  lords 
of  her  party,  to  fet  him  at  liberty,  in  ex- 
change for  Stephen.  He  replied,  that  fuch 
an  exchange  would  not  be  equal,  the  dif- 
proportion  between  a  king  and  an  earl  being 
too  great :  but,  if  they  would  agree  that  all 
his  friends  w4iom  they  had  iTxade  prifoners, 
in  which  number  were  feveral  barons  ot  dif- 
tindion,  fhould  be  freed  together  with  him, 
in  exchange  for  tiie  king,  he  would  give 
his  confent  to  thoie  terms.  The  queen,  who 
defired  the  liberty  of  her  hufband  almoft  upon 
any  conditions,  would  have  willingly  ac- 
cepted this  offer :  but  William  of  Ipres,  and 
lome  other  nobles,  who  expeded  great  ran- 
foms  for  the  prifoners  they  had  taken,  op- 
pofed  it  warmly,  and  obliged  her  to  reject 
C  3  it. 
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y  QQ^  ^-  it.  She  then  tried  to  perfuade  the  earl  of 
Glocefter  to  forfake  the  caufe  of  his  fifter, 
and  join  with  Stephen  ;  offering  him,  in  the 
name  of  her  huihand,  and  by  orders  from 
him,  the  fupreme  adminiftration  of  all  his 
affairs,  and  the  fecond  place  in  his  kingdom. 
The  anfwer  he  made  to  her  was,  "  I  am  not 
^'  in  my  own  power  at  prefent.  When  I  am 
^*  free  to  difpofe  of  myfelf,  I  promife  you 
'^  that  I  will  act,  in  this  refpe(4,  as  reafon 
"  ihall  didate."  Which  fne  rightly  under- 
flanding  to  be  a  refufal,  and  being  angry  at 
his  (light  of  fo  gracious  an  offer,  made  at  a 
time  when  his  filler's  fortune  was  much  de- 
clined, altered  her  language,  and  threatened 
to  fend  him  to  Boulogne,  and  keep  him  in 
chains  ail  his  life.  To  this  he  replied,  with 
a  countenance  unchanged  and  ferene,  "  that 
*«  he  feared  nothing  lefs.'*  The  menace  in- 
deed was  thrown  out  only  with  an  intention 
to  frighten  him,  if  he  could  have  been  fright- 
Mdmflj.  hift.  ed  :  for  the  queen  durfl  not  execute  it,  know- 
nov.  1.  ii.  jj-,g  ^j^^j-  ii^Q  countefs  of  Glocefter  would  not 
.  105.  ^^.^  ^^   ^^1^^    j^^^   revenge,     by    fending    the 

kinp-,  whom  flie  now  had  in  her  cuftody, 
over  to  Ireland,  the  chief  monarch  of  which 
ifland  v/ould  have  willingly  fhewn  his  parti- 
cular regard  for  the  memory  of  King  Henry, 
with  whom  he  had  lived  in  the  ftrifteft  league 
of  friendiliip,  by  keeping  Stephen  a  prifoner, 
in  whatever  manner  the  friends  of  the  earl 
had  defired.  As  no  advantages  gained  by 
the  queen  in  England  could  hinder  the 
"  coun« 


OFKINGHENRYII.  23 

coniitefs  from  putting  this  in  execution,  her^o^K.  I. 
huiband,  whofe  mind  in  every  firuation  faw  *  '  ' 
every  refource  in  his  power,  affumed  from 
hence  a  more  fteady  refolution,  and  a6led  in 
his  prifon  with  as  much  intrepidity  as  at  the 
head  of  his  army.  But  when  more  than  a 
month  had  been  unfuccefs fully  fpent  in  thefe 
negociations,  Matilda  and  all  the  principal 
lords  of  her  party  advifed  and  entreated  him 
to  accept  the  propofal  the  queen  had  made, 
and  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  fingly  exchanged  for 
the  king:  a  moft  extraordinary  proof  of  his 
merit !  there  being  no  other  example  in  hif- 
tory  of  a  captive  king  fet  free  in  exchange 
for  a  fubje6t.  The  earl,  who  himfelf  could 
not  be  infenfible  of  how  great  importance 
his  liberty  was  to  the  fupport  of  the  party, 
yielded  at  length  to  the  importunities  of  his 
friends  j  and  his  confent  was  very  gladly  re- 
ceived by  the  queen  ;  but  all  the  king's  friends 
infifting,  that,  out  of  refpedt  to  his  royal 
dignity,  he  (hould  firft  be  releafed,  fome 
difficulty  arofe  from  the  appreheniions  of  the 
earl,  that  they  might  break  their  faith  with 
him,  and  detain  him  in  prifon  :  a  fufpicion 
which  certainly  Vv^as  very  well-founded  on 
the  pafl:  condaft  of  Stephen,  who  never  had 
feemed  to  reg-ard  either  his  word  or  his 
oath.  Many  precautions  and  fureties  were 
necelliiry  to  remove  this  objection.  The  earl 
was  not  fatisfied  with  exacting  an  oath  from 
the  legate  and  the  archbiiliop  of  Canterbury, 
that  they  would  yield  themfelves  prifoners 
C  4  into 
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BOOJC   1- into  the  hands  of  his  friends,   if  he  was  not 
"^         let   at  hberty    immediately  after  the   releafe 

A.  D.  1 141. of  the  king;  but  obtained  from  them  let- 
ters under  their  hands  and  feals,    by   which 

v?!"^^*  ^^^^y  notified  this  oath  to  the  pope,  and,  if 
the  cafe  ihould  happen,  implored  his  affifl- 
ance,  to  deliver  both  the  earl  and  them 
from  their  bonds.  Nor  was  even  this  ef- 
teemed  a  fufficient  fecurity  :  but  either  he, 
or  feme  of  his  friends  who  negociated  for 
him,  demanded  that  the  queen  and  one  of 
her  fons,  with  two  principal  lords  of  that 
party,  iliould  be  kept  in  the  caftle  of  Brifloi 
as  hoflages,  from  the  time  of  the  king's 
being  difmiffed  from  thence,  till  the  earl 
was  reieafed  ;  which  they  iikewife  agreeing 
to,  Stephen  was  fet  free  on  the  feaft  of  all 
Saints,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty- 
one,  after  a  captivity  of  nine  months. 

He  came  from  BrifLoi  to  Winchefter,  where 
he  had  a  conference  with  the  earl  of  Gio- 
cefter,  who  had  been  removed  from  the  caftle 
t)f  Rocheiier  to  that  city  a  little  before. 
There  he  again  endeavoured  to  corrupt  the 
fidelity  of  the  earl,  and  draw  him  to  his 
party,  by  the  mofl  fplendid  offers  of  favor 
and  power  under  his  government.  But  that 
lord  remained  unmoved  by  all  thefe  allure- 
ments, urging  the  bonds  of  nature  and  af- 
fection, which  attached  him  to  his  fifter,  the 
obligations  of  honor,  and  the  oaths  he  had 
taken  during  the  life  of  his  father,  which 
the  pope    had   declared  to  be  binding.      He 

faid;j 
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hid,  it  was  purely  his  regard  to  thofe  oaths,  BOOK  I. 

not  any  interefted  views   of  his  own,  or  ha-  * « ' 

tred  agaiiift  Stephen,  which  had  induced 
him  to  take  up  arms  in  the  caufe  of  Matilda ; 
and  gently  reminded  the  king  himfelf  and 
his  friends,  that  they  had  likewife  repeat- 
edly engaged  themfelves  to  her  hy  the  fame 
facred  ties,  and  were  therefore  no  lefs  con- 
cerned than  he  in  the  decilion  fent  from  the 
pope  with  regard  to  the  validity  of  that  en- 
gagement. Having  thus  nobly  maintained 
the  reputation  of  integrity  which  he  had  ac- 
quired, he  took  leave  of  the  king,  and  upon 
his  arrival  at  Briftol  fet  free  the  queen,  the 
young  prince,  and  the  peers,  who  were  de- 
tained there  till  he  came  ;  and  in  return  re- 
ceived his  fon,  whom  he  had  left  behind 
him  at  Winchefler,  as  a  hoftage  for  their 
releafe. 

The    two    parties    having    now    recovered 
their  chiefs,  and   not  feeing  any  profpedl  of 
an  agreement,  they  both   prepared  to  renew 
the    war  with   frelli  vigour,   as  foon   as   the  A.  D.  1141. 
feafon  would  permit.     But,  before  they  could 
take  the  field,  the  biihop  of  VVinchefter  be-Maimib. 
gan   operations    of    a    different  kind,  which "^^^P^'^* 
were   of  the   greateft   advantage  to  his  bro- 
ther.    He    fummoned    a   legatine    fynod    at 
Weftminder,   on   the   feventh  of  December, 
in  the  year    eleven    hundred    and  forty-one, 
which   he   opened   by   reading  a  letter  from 
"the  pope,   wherein  his  Holinefs  reprimanded 
him    gently^    for  having    acquiefced    in   his    - 

brother's 
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o  O  K  I.  brother's  imprifonment  -,  and,  to  atone  for 
that  fault,  enjouied  him  to  endeavour  the 
procuring  of  his  Hberty  by  any  means,  either 
ecclefiaftical  or  fecular,  which  the  neceffity 
of  the  affair  might  require.  This  not  only 
was  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  impreffion,  which 
the  earl  of  Glocefler's  alledging  the  authority 
of  the  pope  in  defence  of  his  condu<ft,  and 
the  legate's  own  behaviour,  had  made  on 
the  clergy  and  people  of  England,  but  gave 
that  prelate  a  pretence  to  juftify  his  return 
to  the  party  of  his  brother,  by  the  refpeft 
which  he  owed  to  the  injun6lions  of  Rome. 
He  employed  all  his  eloquence  to  excufe  hi  s 
former  proceedings,  affirming,  that  not  from 
inclination  but  neceffity  he  had  received  and 
acknowledged  the  emprefs,  when,  after  the 
battle  of  Lincoln,  fhe  came  with  her  vi61:o- 
rious  army  to  Winchefrer,  and  found  him 
there  unable  to  make  any  refiftance  ;  all  the 
nobility  having  abandoned  the  captive  king, 
or  remaining  unadlive  and  indifferent  be- 
tween the  two  parties,  till  the  event  fhould 
regulate  their  conduct.  He  faid,  that  fhe 
had  afterwards  notonoufly  violated  all  her 
engagements  in  behalf  of  the  liberty  and 
rights  of  the  church,  v^hich  had  been  the 
terms  of  agreement  between  her  and  him  ; 
and  moreover  (as  he  was  affured  by  un- 
doubted intelligence)  had  formed  fecret  ma- 
chinations, with  fome  of  her  friends,  againft 
his  dignity,  and  even  againft  his  life  ;  which 
yet  the  divine  mercy  had  fo  over- ruled,  that 

5  ii^ 
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in   the   iffue    he    not   only   had    efcaped  de-^OOK  I. 
ftrudion  himfelf,  but  had   alfo   deUvered  his'       "       ' 
royal  brother  from   bondage.     Therefore,  in 
the    name    of    God    and    of   the    pope,    he 
commanded  them  to  aid,  fupport,  and  main- 
tain, with  their  whole  ftrength,  that  prince 
who  had  been  by  the  elediion  of  the  people  ^;?^Malmib, 
with  the  confent  of  the  apofloUcal  fee  anointed  "'  ^"^^^* 
their  kings  and  to  excommunicate  all  thofe 
difturbers  of  the  peace  of  their  country  who 
fhould  continue  to  adhere  to  the  count efs  of 
Anjou, 

Not  one  of  the  clergy  aflembled  in  this 
fynod  made  any  reply  to  this  fpeech,  or 
ihewed  any  publick  mark  of  difapprobation 
or  diflent ;  fo  great  an  alteration  had  Ma- 
tilda's ofrenfive  behaviour,  in  the  (hort  time 
between  this  and  the  council  of  Winchefter, 
produced  in  their  minds ;  or  fo  implicit  was 
the  fubmiffion  which  they  paid  to  the  legate, 
and  to  the  papal  authority  with  whicti  he 
was  invefted !  But  there  was  in  the  affembly 
a  layman  fent  by  that  princefs,  who  loudly 
and  boldly  reminded  him  of  the  fidelity 
which  he  had  fworn  to  her,  adjuring  him  by 
it  not  to  do  any  thing  againfl  her  honor. 
f«Tor  did  he  flop  there ;  but  faid,  that  her 
having  come  over  to  England  was  owing  to 
repeated  invitations  by  letters  fent  from  that 
prelate  ;  and  that  his  brother's  captivity  and 
detention  in  prifon  were  to  be  chiefly  impu- 
ted to  his  connivance,  as  he  had  exprefsly  af- 

fured 
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BOOK  I.  fured'  Matilda,  that  he  would  not  give  him 
any  effedual  ainftance.  Other  fevere  and 
rough  animadverfions  were  thrown  out  upon 
his  pail:  and  prefent  condu6l ;  all  which  it 
was  certainly  very  mortifying  and  painful 
for  him  to  hear,  but  which  he  heard  with 
fo  perfed:  a  command  of  his  temper,  as  not 
to  return  one  angry  word,  or  even  to  take 
any  notice  of  what  had  been  faid,  thinking, 
no  doubt,  that  it  was  fafer  to  feem  to  defpife, 
than  attempt  to  confute  it.  When  this  ex- 
traordinary fcene  was  pad,  the  king  came 
Jnto  the  council,  and  made  liis  complaints 
to  them  moft  pathetically,  that  his  own  vaf- 
fals  had  taken  him  prifoner,  and  by  the  op- 
probrious indignity  with  which  he  was 
treated  had  very  near  killed  him,  though  he 
-  never  had  done  them  i\ny  wrong,  nor  de- 
nied jufiice  to  any  man  in  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  reign.  Flis  prefence  and  words  greatly 
aiFe6tcd  the  fynod,  and,  together  with  the 
influence  of  the  legate,  made  them  unani- 
moully  concur  in  all  propofitions  to  which 
that  prelate  demanded  their  affent.  Stephen, 
having  thus  regained  the  good  will  of  the 
clergy,  feemed  to  be  now  m  a  fair  way  of 
.recovering  his  kingdom.  But  neither  party 
thought  it  proper  to  take  the  field  during 
the  winter,  or  to  violate  the  religious  cefTa- 
tion  of  arms,  which  it  was  ulual  to  grant 
from  the  bceinninp-  of  Lent  till  the  end  of 
Eafter  week.  Some  part  of  that  time  the 
•king  employed  in   vifiting  the  more  diftant 

conn- 


OF    KING    HENRY    IL  29 

counties  of  England,    that   were   under   his  BO  OK  I. 
government,   and  wanted  his  prefence :  while'       ^^    ' 
Matilda,    who   was   fenfible    how    niiich    (he 
had    loft     both    of  reputation    and    ftrength, 
|:ook  that  opportunity   to  alTemble  her  prin- 
cipal friends,  in  order  to  confider  with  them 
what    nneans    could   be    found,    to    relid    the 
power   of    her   enemy,    which    daily    grew 
ftronger,     and    to    raife    again     the    dejeded 
hopes  of  her  party.     They  all  agreed,  that, 
in   their  prefent  circumftances,  it  was' necei- 
fary  to  try  to  bring  over  her  hufband,  the  earl 
-of  Anjou,  to  England ;  as  the  only  expedient 
which  could  balance  the  advantages  Stephen 
had  gained.    Purfuant  to  this  refoiution^  fome 
nobles  of  her  faction  were  fent  to  the  earl, 
•whom  they  found  in  Normandy  ;  the  greater 
part  of  that  dutchy  being  then   fubje£led  to 
him.     They  ufed  their  utmoit  endeavours  to 
prevail  upon  him  to  come  from  thence  into 
England,   and  defend  the  inheritance  of  his 
wife  and  fon,  which,  without  his  affiftance, 
was  now  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  foon 
irrecoverably   loll.     He   received   them  with 
regard,  but  faid,   that  he  would  make  no  poii- 
tive  anfvvcr,   unlefs  to  the  earl  of  Glocefter, 
as  the  perfon  in  whom  he  moft  confided,  and 
with  whom  alone  he  defired  to  treat  en  this 
buiinefs,   .  k   happened    fortunately   for  Ma- 
tilda,   that,    foon   after  Eafter,    Stephen  was 
•  leized  v^ith  a  dangerous  fit  of  iicknefs,   and 
■-did  not  recover  till  fome  time. after  Whitfun- 
tide;  wliich  hindijxed  that  prince  from  bes;in- 

nine: 
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BOOK  I.  ning  any  military  operations  againft  her,  and 
'  gave  her  leifure  to  wait  for  the  return  of  the 

lords  whom  (lie  had  fent  to  her  huiband. 
They  made  their  report  to  her  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  June,  at  the  caftle  of  the  Devifes, 
where   fhe  had  again   afiembled  her  council. 

IJlmlb.  ut    *pj^g  g^^.j  Q^  Glocefter  declared  himfelf  very 

unwilling  to  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  urging 
againft  it  the  danger  of  paffing  the  channel, 
which  was  then  guarded  by  a  fquadron  of  the 
king's  fhips,  and  of  leaving  his  fifter  deprived 
of  his  care  and  afliftance,  at  a  time  when  they 
were  more  neceflary  to  her  than  ever.  But 
being  earneftly  preffed  to  go,  he  confented  to 
it  at  laft,  on  thefe  conditions,  that  the  chief 
nobles  prefent  there  ihouid  deliver  to  him 
fome  of  their  nearefl  relations,  to  carry  over 
with  him,  as  hoftages  for  their  fidelity  in 
ferving  his  fifter,  and  defending  her  perfon, 
during  his  abfence.  Such  an  extraordinary 
caution  implied  a  great  fufpicion^;  and  one  may 
conclude  from  it,  as  well  as  from  other  cir- 
cumftances  at  this  time,  that  her  party  was  in 
danger  of  being  foon  diflblved.  The  council 
however  agreed,  and  without  any  apparent 
unwillingnefs,  to  the  lecurity  required  by  the 
ear],  who  taking  the  hoftages  let  fail  from 
Wareham,  of  which  town  he  v/as  lord,  with 
feveral  fhips,  and  foon  after  Midfummer 
gained  the  Norman  port  with  only  two ;  the 
others  having  been  difperfed  by  a  violent 
ftorm,  which  faved  them  all  from  the  greater 
danger  of  being  attacked  in  their  palTage  by  the 

enemy's 
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enemy's  fleet.     But  before  I  relate  the  fuccefsBOOK  i- 

he  met  with  in  this  negotiation,  it  will  be  ne-' ^— -' 

ceffary  to  give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  the 
dutchy  of  Normandy  from  the  deceafe  of  King 
Henry  to  this  time. 

It  feems  ftirprifing,  that  neither  the  oaths, 
which   the  Normans  had  taken,   during  the 
life  of  that  prince,  to  his  daughter's  fuccei^ 
lion,   and  after  her  to  her  fon's,   nor  the  in- 
fluence of  the  earl  of  Glocefter,  who  at  the 
time  of  his  father's  death  was  prefent  among 
them,  could  fecure  to  Matilda  the  inheritance 
of  that   dutchy,   or  even  form   any  coniide- 
rable  party  for  her  there.     This  is  the  more 
wonderful,  as  we  are  told,  by  the  befl:  of  the 
Norman  hiflorians,  that  no  lefs  a  fum  than  V.  Ord.vitaL 
iixty   thoufand    pounds,    equivalent   to    nine^-^^"- P'9°^» 
hundred   thoufand  of  our  money  novi7,    was      ' 
difpofed  of  by  the  earl,   as   executor  to  the 
king,  from  his  treafury  at  Falaife,   among  his 
foldiers  and  fervants  in  that  country.    So  boun- 
teous a  donative  was   enough    to  have  pur- 
chafed  the  dutchy  for   his  daughter,  though 
{he  had  not  been  acknowledged  as  the  heirefs 
of  it  before.    Yet  the  fame  author  informs  us, 
that,    immediately  afterwards,    Thibaud   earl 
of  Blois,  the  elder  brother  of  Stephen,  offer- 
ing himfelf  to  the  Normans,  they  were  ge- 
nerally difpofed   to   make    him   their   duke : 
but,  as  foon  as  they  were  informed  of  Ste- 
phen's eledtlon  to  the  kingdom  of  England, 
they  told  the  earl,  thai^  on  account  of  the  ba^ 

ronies 
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BOOK  I.  ronks  which  many  among  them  held  in  both  couU' 
tries,  they  and  the  Knglip  mujiferve  the  fame 
majler:  the  truth  of  which  maxim  he  either 
could  not   deny,  or  would   not  conteft,  but 
left  them  to  take  their  own  choice.     It  does 
not  appear  that  any  mention  was  then  made 
of  Matilda,  or  her   hufband.      Yet   the   em- 
prefs  was  foon  afterwards,   by  the  means  of 
one  of  her  friends,  a  man  of  low  birth,   but 
very   coniiderable   in    talents   and   credit,    ad- 
mitted into  lome    towns,    of  which    he  had 
been  made  vifcount  by  the  favor  of  her  fa- 
ther.    Geoffry  was  aifo  received   by  the  earl 
of  Ponthieu   into  fome  places  of  which  that 
nobleman  was  the  lord,  and  from  thence  en- 
deavoured to  extend  himfelf  further :  but,  his 
army    committing    intolerable  outrages    even 
againft    their    own    friends,     the    Normans, 
whofe    temper    was  not    patient  of   injuries, 
-prefently   drove  him  out  i  and  a  i^ebellion  in 
Anjou   hindered   him,    for    fome    time,   from 
any    further   attempts.      After   his    expuliion 
from  Normandy,  that  dutchy  was  left  with- 
out  any    government,     though    it   had    fub- 
mitted   to   Stephen  :  for  that  prince  was  not 
able  to  vifit,   or  take  any  care  of  it,  till  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-feven  ;  during 
which  interval  the  whole  country  was  defo-? 
lated  by  feveral  fa6lions  of  the  nobles,  who, 
with  great  animoiity  and   miferable   ravages 
of  each  other's  eftates,  profecuted  their  own 
quarrels  under  the  pretence  of  ferving  their 
party.      Amoiig    thefe    ths    moil    powerful 
I  was 
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was  Waleran  earl  ,of  Meulant ;    whom   Ste-BOOKi. 
phen  had  betrothed  to  one  of  his  daughters, '       «— ^ 
a  child  of  two  years  old,  and,  while  he  him- 
felf  was   in   England,    put   at   the    head   of 
his  friends  and  forces  In  Normandy.     About 
the  latter  end  of  September,  in  the  year  ele- 
ven hundred  and  thirty-fix,  the  earl  of  Anjou  Ord.  vif. 
a  fecond  time  invaded  that  dutchy,  with'much  ^'^^'^'  p-  9°^? 
greater  forces  than  before,  being  now  accom-  gos!       ^    ' 
panied  by  the  duke  of  Aquitaiiie,   and  other 
princes   of  France.     They  took  feme  caftles ; 
jbut  4:iaving  fet  down  before  Monftrueil  were 
foon  obliged   to   raife  the   fiege ;    and   when 
they  had  afterwards  invelled  Lifieux,  the  gar- 
fifon  of  that  city,   deipairing  to  lave  it,  ra- 
ther than  they  woyld  furrender  it  to  the  earl 
pf  Anjou,  fet  it  on  fire:    fo   great   was  the 
averfionof  the  Normans  in  general  to  the  An- 
gevin government,  from  the   ftrong   impref- 
iions   the  long  wars   between  the  two  coun- 
, tries  had  fl: ill  left   in  their   minds;    and  this 
was   much  fharpened  by  the  very  barbarou| 
manner  in  which   the  confederate  army  now 
a6led^  for  moft  of  them  being  volunteers  and 
irregular  forces^  out  of  many   different  pro- 
vinces, they  could    not    ealily    be  refirained, 
hj  the  power    of  their    chiefs,  from   rapine, 
facrilege,   and  other  enormities;    which,  ad- 
ded to  the  outrages  that  had  before  been  cona- 
mirted  by  the    Angevin  troops,  during  their 
late   abode   in   Normandy,    excited   a  violeat 
indignation  againft   them,   and  totally  aiiepa- 
ted  the  hearts  of  the  people  from  ?vlatilda  an^ 
Vol.  1L  D  her 
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BOOK   L  her  hufband.     They  were,  befides,  (o  Intem- 
^~~"    "^    "■''Operate,  that   they   ibon   became  very   lickly : 
and,   to   complete  their   difafters,  the  eari  of 
Anjou  himfelf,  befieging  a   caftle,  received  a 
dangerous  wound  in  one  of  his  feet  ;  which, 
together   with  a  dyfentery   that    raged  in  his, 
army,  fo  difpirited   him   and  them,  that,  al- 
though  a    powerful    reinforcement    of  fome 
thoufand  men,  condu6led   by  the  emprefs  in 
perfon,    arrived   that   night,   they   raifed  the 
fjege    the  next  morning,  and    retired  haftily 
out  of   Normandy,    plundering   the    country 
through  which  they  pailed,  without  diftincVion 
of  friends  from  foes.     The  Norman  troops, 
who   were  apprifed   bow  much   the  earl   had 
been  ftrengthened,  had  not  the  lead  fuipicion 
of  his  retiring ;    and  did    not   begin  to  purfue 
him,  on  the   difcovery  of  it,  till  lie  had  ad- 
vanced a  good  way  ;  io  that  the  lofs  which  he 
fuftained  in   repaffing  the  Sarr  w^as  not  very 
coniiderable ;    but   as   he  travelled  through  a 
foreft  within   his   own    territories  he  was  at- 
tacked  by  a  ftrong  party  of  out-lawed   free- 
booters, .and  narrowly  efcaped  with  his  life, 
hi'S  wardrobe  and  plate  being  taken  and  one  of 
the    gentlemen    of   his    bed  chamber    killed. 
The  earl  of  Meulant  likev^ife  defeated    lome 
of  Matilda's  adherents,  who  had  made  an  in- 
curlion  into  the  county  of  Eu,  and  took  pri- 
Ibner  their  general,   Roger  de  Conchis,  with 
two  other  noblemen  of  great  difl:in£lion. 
Ord.  Vital.        ^jj  fh^fe  fu-cceffes,  ioined  to  the  profperity 

1.  xin.p.909,  .  Ill-  r  ,-  f- 

910.  lub.ann.  ot  btcphcn  m  lingiand  during  the  courie   01 
1136, 1 1 37'  this 
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this  year,  confirmed  to  that  prince  the  domi-  BOOK  I. 
nion  of  Normandy,  which  he  at  laft  found 
time  to  vifit,  arriving  there  with  Wilham  of 
Ipres  and  a  body  of  Flemings,  early  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  thirty- 
feven.  After  fome  flay  in  the  chief  cities,  he 
went  into  France  to  confer  with  Louis  le  Gros, 
renewed  tlie  alliance  which  his  predeceffor 
had  made  between  the  two  crowns,  and  re- 
ceived the  invefliture  of  the  dutchy,  under 
the  ufual  form  of  homage  to  France.  Louis, 
old  and  infirm,  w\ts  inclined  to  confider  pof- 
feffion  as  the  bell:  right,  and  had  good  reafons 
of  policy,  as  king  of  France,  not  to  be  wil- 
ling that  Anjou  and  Normandy  fhouid  be  un- 
der one  vaffal.  It  may  be  alfo  prefumed  that 
he  was  biaffed  in  favour  of  Stephen  by  the 
powerful  mediation  of  the  earl  of  Blois;  who, 
having  given  up  his  own  claim  to  the  dutchy, 
employed,  in  behalf  of  his  brother,  all  the 
influence  he  had  over  that  prince,  who  equally 
feared  and  efleemed  him.  Yet,  though  the 
confent  of  the  fovereign  had  thus  been  ob- 
tained to  invefl  the  king  of  England  with 
this  great  fief,  the  earl  of  Anjou  did  not  de- 
part from  the  pretenfions  he  had  to  it  in  right 
of  his  wife;  but  Stephen  fent  againft  him  a 
body  of  his  mercenaries  under  William  of 
Ipres,  to  which  he  joined  fome  Norman 
troops,  remaining  himielf  on  the  other  fide 
ot  the  Seine,  where  he  was  employed  in 
reducing  the  caflles  and  towns  of  one  of  his 
barons,  who  had  taken  up  arms  for  Matilda. 

D  3  William 
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BOOK  I.  William  of  Ipres  defired  to  give  battle  to  the 
*""^      ""      "^earl;    but  the  Normans   who  were  with  him 
oppofed  that  advice  and  even  refufed  their  af^ 
lifliance,   upon  which   he   and  his   forces   re- 
paired the  Seine,  and,  with  heavy  complaints 
Ord.^Vit.  nt  againfl  them,    returned   to    the  king.     The 
"^^^'  caufe  of  this  difference  was  a  jealoufy  con- 

ceived by  the  Normans  againft  thefe  foreign 
mercenaries,  whom  they  juftly  fufpecfled  as 
inftruments  of  arbitrary  power,  and  could  not 
bear  to  fee  employed,  both  in  England  and 
Normandy,  preferably  to  the  national  troops 
of  thofe  countries.  Indeed  it  was  a  very  un-^ 
grateful  return  for  the  obligations  Stephen 
had  to  the  Engliih  and  Normans,  on  whofe 
affedion  he  certainly  might  have  relied  at  that 
time,  and  by  whofe  arms  he  might  have  been 
much  better  fecured  againft  the  Angevin 
party,  than  he  could  by  this  illegal  and  dan- 
gerous force,  which  feemed  defigned,  not  fo 
much  to  refifl  the  attacks  of  his  enemies,  as 
to  overpower  the  liberties  of  his  fubjedts. 
But,  inftead  of  being  warned  and  convinced 
of  his  error  by  the  firft  fymptoms  of  difcon- 
tent,  he  argued  from  thence  that  thefe  mer- 
cenaries were  neceflary  to  him,  and  placed  a 
greater  confidence  in  them  and  their  general, 
as  being  the  furefl:  and  firmeft  fupports  of  his 
power.  Nor  did  he  diilemble  thefe  thoughts ; 
but  treated  the  nobility  of  England  and  Nor- 
mandy with  an  apparent  diilruft,  while  he 
layifhed  his  fayors  upon  Wiiliam  of  Ipres, 
,  and 
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and  made  him   his  confident  in  all  his  moft  BOOK  I. 
fecret  affairs.     What  was  the  efFeftof  this  be-*       '""-^ 
haviour  in  England  has  already  been  (hewn. 
It  had  the  fame  confequences  in  Normandy  ; 
and  it  was  there  that  the   violence  of  the  dif- 
fatisfadion  arlfing  from  it,  and  the  danger  of 
it  to  Stephen,    were    firft  difcovered.     That 
prince,  upon  the  return  of  William  of  Ipres, 
immediately  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his        , 
army,  and  would  have  led  them  to  fight  the 
earl  of  Anjou's  adherents,  as  his  favorite  had 
advifed :    but    all    the   Norman    barons,    dif- 
gufled   and   irritated  at  being  obliged  to  ferve 
with  the  Flemings,  appeared  very  backward, 
and   endeavoured  to   difiuade   the  king  from 
his    enterprize  :    but  he  perfifled  in  it  obfli- 
nately,    againil    their    advice,    and  marching 
to    the    enemy,    the    animofity   between    the 
Normans  and  Flemings   broke  out  with  fo 
much  fury,  that  they   came  even  to  blows ; 
and  much  blood  was  flied  on  both  fides,   be- 
fore the  tumult  could  be  appeafed  by  all  the 
authority  or  intercefiions    of  Stephen.     Nor 
yet  did  the  fedition   end   with  the   combat ; 
for  prefently  afterwards,    mod  of  the  young 
Norman  barons   led  off  their  vaifals,  and  left 
the  king,   who,  equally  agitated  with  anger  Ora.vit.  ut 
and    with  fear,   upon    luch   a   defertion,  fol- ^"^"'^* 
lowed    them  feyeral  mileSj    and,  coming  up 
with    them,    expoftulated,     threatened,     en- 
treated,   and    foothed,  till  in  the    conclufion 
they   were  pacified    and    reconciled  to  him  ; 
but  fo  much  uneafinefs  remained  on  both  fides 
D  I  that. 
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BOOK  I.  t^hat,  inftead  of  attacking  the  enemy,  he  ac- 
*  ""  cepted  a  truce  of  two  years,  which  the  earl 
of  Anjou  propofed  to  him,  from  motives  not 
explained  in  the  hiftories  of  thofe  times. 
Perhaps  the  earl  had  intelhgeiice  of  a  conipi- 
racy  forming  againft  himfelf  in  Anjou,  7  cu- 
raine,  or  Maine  :  for  it  appears  thatthefe  pro- 
v'inces  were  not  abfokitely  free  from  inteftine 
commotions ;  or  he  might  feek  a  delay  tdl 
the  earl  of  Glocefter  had  taken  all  the  necei- 
fary  meafures^  before  he  declared  againfl:  Ste- 
phen, Without  fome  motive  of  great  weight 
fo  able  a  prince  would  not  have  propofed  a 
celTation  of  arms,  when  the  troops  of  his 
enemy  ivere  more'  inctnfed  againfl  each  other 
than  againft  him,  and  could  not  be  brought 
into  one  camp,  or  made  to  a£t  together  in  any 
joint  operations. 

Ord.Vin  This  truce  was  concluded  in  the  month  of 

fubamriM'^.  n^^y  ^^  ^^^'^  y^'"*^   eleven  hundred    and  tliirty- 
vSM2;er, invit.  feven.     On  the   firft   of  Aug-uft  died  at  Paris 
Uic..  ^jroiji.  LQy-;3  (ihe  bixth,  iurnamed  le  Gros,  from  the 
corpulence  of  his  perfon.     A  much  nob'er  fur- 
name  might  have  been  properly  given  to  him 
from  the  qualities   ot  his  QHnd  :    He  deferved 
to  have  been   called  the  (jood,  or  the  Jufto 
His  whole  reign  wr-s  palled  in  eonftant  ftrug- 
gles    with  the  infolence^    the  ■  licentioufnefs, 
and  the- tyranny  of  his  nobles,  againfl:  whofe 
opprefiions   he    royally   defended,-  his   people, 
mainraining  his  laws  by  his  arms^  and  per- 
mitting no  crimes  to  efcape  his  jufliceo-    Thus 
.     .'    ■    .  .  -     ^      ■   far 
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far  he  much  refembled  our  Henry  the  Firfl ;  B  o  O  K  I. 
but  in  policy  he  was  not  a  match  for  that^  ~^ 
kina.  Yet  he  deferves  no  lefs  efleem  :  for  in 
goodnefs  of  heart  he  was  greatly  his  fuperior, 
and  had  fcarce  any  equal  among  all  the  con- 
temporary princes.  He  lofh  his  health,  and 
at  laft  his  life,  by  the  fatigues  he  fuftained, 
in  befieging  caftle  after  cafhle,  where  any  fla- 
gitious or  turbulent  perfon  had  broken  or  en- 
dangered the  peace  of  his  realm.  Abbot  Su--^"?^^'''  '"  ^'^^^ 
ger,  his  principal  minifter,  tells  us,  that  he  "  ^  °  ' 
would  often  lament  the  unhappy  condition  of 
human  life,  in  which  to  know  much,  and 
^^i  much,  is  feldom  or  never  in  our  power 
together ;  adding,  that  if  he  had  known  in 
his  youth  what  he  knew  in  his  age,  or  could 
^^  in  his  age  with  the  fame  vigour  as  he 
a^teJ  in  his  youth,  he  Ihould  have  been  able 
to  conquer  many  kingdoms.  Yet  that  hif- 
torian  affirms,  that,  even  in  the  latter  years 
of  his  reign,  broken  as  he  was  with  incef- 
fant  toils,  and  heavy  from  a  too  corpulent 
habit  of  body,  if  any  thing  happened  in  any 
part  of  his  kingdom,  by  which  the  royal 
m.ajefty' was  hurt  or  ofrended,  he  never  fuf- 
fered  it  to  continue  unchaftifed.  His  dying 
words  to  his  ion  were  admirable.  Remember, 
laid  he,  and  have  it  always  before  your  eyes,  that 
the  royal  authority  is  a  publick  charge^  of  which 
you  muji  render^  after  your  deaths  a  JiriB  ac- 
count. In  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  he  unfortunately  loll  his  eldeft  fon 
Philip,  a  very  hopeful  youth  ;  who,  while  he 

D  4  was 
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BOOK  I.  was   riding   in   the    fuburbs    of   Paris,    wa3 
^""^    ^       '  thrown  down  and  killed,  by  a  hog  running 
fuddenly  under  the   feet  of  his  horfe.     The 
jftrangenefs    of    the    accident    aggravated  the 
lots,   and  put  the  fortitude  of  the  father  to  a 
terrible  proof;  but  he  bore   it   with  the  he° 
roifin  of  a   good  chriftian   and  a  great   king. 
His  grief  did  not  hinder  him  from  immedi- 
^     ately  thinking  of  the  moft  proper  meafures  to 
guard  his   people  and  family  againft  the   ill 
Confcquences  of  this    unhappy   event.     For, 
prefently    afterwards,    Innocent    the    Second 
holding    a    general    council    at    Rheims    in 
■^  Champagne,    the   afflided   monarch   brought 

Louis,    his    fecond    fon,    to    that    city,    and 
caufed  him,  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  affem- 
bly,    to    be     anointed    and    crowned     king, 
though    under    thirteen    years    old,    by    the 
y.^  Suger,  in  hands  of  the   pope,  in  order  (fays  Suger)  to 
Gioffi' Recti's, /''^^'^^^^  ^^^  dijiurbances  which  other  competitors 
p.  119.        for  the  crown  might  excite:    remarkable  words j 
which  (hew  the  reafon   bf  the  pradlice  efla- 
bltlhed  in   France  of  crowning  the   fon  du- 
ring the  life  Qi  the  father,  and  prove  that  a 
regular    courfe    of  hereditary  fucceffion  was 
not  yet   abfolutely   fettled  in  that  kingdom i 
any  more  than  in  England.     This  is  alio  con- 
firmed   by   another    contemporary    hiftorian, 
^^  !?.^^'  "^^^^-who  fays,   "  That   many  both  of  the  clergy 
Lxui.p.89i:,jj  ^^^  laity  were  difpleafed  with  this  ad  ;  fot 
<«  fome  of  the  lay-peers  had  conceived  hopes 
"  of  a  higher  advancement  after  the  death  of 
"  Louis  le  Gros,  and  the  ecclefiafticks   de« 

*«  fired 
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««  fired  to  have  an  opportunity  of  exercifingBOOK  I. 
*'  the  right  of  ek Sting  a  king.     From  which 
"  caufes  feveral  among  them   murmured  in 
««  fecret   againft    this    meafure,    and    would 
«'  undoubtedly  have  been  glad  to  prevent  it, 
««  if  it  had  been  in  their  power."     He  after- 
wards fays,  That  there  were  fotne  who  attempted 
to  exclude  all  the  ijfue  of  the  king  from  the  throne. 
I  ftiall  only   obferve,  that  if  this  account  be 
well  founded,  the  reafon  for  it  muft  probably 
have  been   the   minority   of  the   king's  chil- 
dren ;  as   no   other  obje6lion   could  be  made 
againft  them.     But   the  young  prince   being 
thus    crowned    without    any    declared    oppo- 
iition,  France  was  quiet  for  fometime;  and, 
as  foon  as  he  came  to  an  age  of  maturity,  he 
gained    more    by    a    marriage,    than    all  the 
greateft  of  his  royal  predeceflbrs,  fince  Charle- 
magne,  had  won  by  the  fword.     For  Wil- 
liam the  Ninth,   duke  of  Aquitaine,   having 
died  without  iffue  male,  in  the  fpring  of  the 
year   eleven    hundred    and    thirty-feven,    be- 
queathed his  doriiinions  to  Eleanor,  his  eldeft 
daughter,  who  was  then  about  thirteen  years 
old,  and    declared,    it    was   his  defire,  if  his 
harons  agreed  to  it ^  that  (he  fhould  be  given 
in  marriage   to  the  young  king   of  France  : 
which  being  confirmed  by  their  confent,  the 
offer  was  made  before  the  death  of  Louis  le 
Gros.     That   prince  and  his  fon   accepted  it 
with  joy,   as  they  had  great  reafon  to  do  j  for 
nothing    could    be    more     a-ivantageous    to 
France  than  uniting  to  the  crov^'n  thofe  ex- 

teniive 
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BOOK  I.  tenilve  dominions,  which   at  this  time  com- 
'       "       '  prehended  the  two  dutchies  of  Gafcony  and  ■ 
Guienne,    the  earldom  of  Poidou,   the  pro- 
vince of  Bifcaye,  and  fome  other  countries  at 
the  foot  of  the  Pyranean  mountains.     Elea- 
nor herfelf  was  pleafed  with  the  match;   for 
Louis  was   handlome  ;    and   (he  was   by  no 
means  infenlibie   either  to  love  or  ambition. 
Her  face  was  agreeable,  her  perfon  majeflick, 
her  wit  lively   and    fharp,    her    temper    gay 
and  inclining   to  levity  ;  which  the  genius  of 
the  French  nation  was  more  difpoled  to  par- 
Suger,p.32i.don  than  any  other  fault.    .  Ail  parties  there- 
Oid.Vitai.  p.£^g  concurring;  to  approve  of  this  maiTiao;e, 

oi  1  !•  Sill*  o  i  *  ^  i-j    ' 

it  was  celebrated  at  Bourdeaux,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  moft  of  the  nobility  of  Aquitaiue; 
Eleanor  at  the  fiime  time  being  crowned 
queen  of  France:  after  which  Louis  and  flie 
went  together  to  Poiftiers,  where,  on  the 
eighth  of  Auguft  eleven  hundred  and  thirty- 
feven,  he  received  the  coronet  of  the  dukes 
See iviaHllon  of  Guienne,  and  ordered  the  title  of  dvx 
tie  re  dipiQ-  aqvitanicvs  to  be  engraved  on  his  feal  ; 
jBauca.  .  \yQ-,j^a-  undeiflood  that  his  marriage' gave 
him  the  entire  poiTefiion  and  government  of 
all  the  territories  which  belonged  to.  his 
v^ife.  Some  lords  of  Xaintonge  refufed  in- 
deed to  fubrait  to  him;  but  tliey  were  fub- 
dued  by  him,  without  difficulty,  as  he  palled 
through  their  country,  and  forced  to  concur 
with  the  other  barons  of  Aquitaine,  in  pay- 
ing obedience  to  the  teft amentary  fettlement 
made  by  their  duke.     Thus  did  this  young 

prince 
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prince  acquire  thefe  dorninions,  the  maflersSOOK  r. 
of  which  had  vied,  in  power  and  wealth,'  -— ' 
with  the  kings  of  France,  their  fove reigns, 
and,  being  deicended  from  Childebrand,  bro- 
ther of  Charles  Martel,  thought  themfelyes 
equal,  at  lead,  in  their  genealogy,  to  the 
race  of  Hugh  Capet.  But  his  father  had 
not  the  plealure  of  leeing  Ijim  after  his  mar- 
riage j  the  heat  of  the  fummer,  which  w^s 
more  violent  than  had  ever  been  known  in 
thofe  parts,  and  could  hardly  be  endured  by 
the  ftrongefl:  conftitutions,  having  {o  im- 
paired his  weak  health,  that  he  died  from 
the  effects  of  it,  in  the  lixtieth  year  of  his 
age  and  the  thirtieth  of  his  reign,  after 
extraordinary  a6ts  of  contrition  and  peni- 
tence, which  not  fo  much  the  faults  of  his 
life,  as  the  tendernefs  of  his  conicience,  and 
fome  fuperftition  mixed  with  his  piety,  made 
him  impofe  on  himfelf.  During  the  autumn  Oid.  Vital. 
that  followed  the  deceafe  of  this  king,  Nor-^-^^"'P*9^^ 
mandy  was  difturbed  by  civil  commotions,  *  ~ 
which  the  truce  lately  concluded  between 
Stephen  and  Geoffry  did  not  appeafe,  though 
it  enabled  the  former  to  fettle  his  power 
more  firmly  there,  than  he  could  poflibly 
Kave  done  without  that  advantage.  Before 
the  end  of  the  year  he  was  obliged  to  return 
into  England,  and  leave  his  dutchy  under 
the  government  of  two  Norman  barons  ;  one 
of  whom,  being  foon  afterwards  drawn  into 
an  ambu{h  by  fome  nobles  of  the  Angevin 
party,  was  ilain  ;    but  the  other  maintained 

his 
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00 K  I.  his  truft,  with  fpirit  and  good   condu(^,   till 
May  the  next  year^  when  WiUiam  of  Ipres 
and  the  earl  of  Meulant,  arriving  with  more 
forces,  took  the  chief  command  and  autho- 
rity in   thofe  parts;     It  was  a  ftrange  obfti- 
nacy  in  the  king  to  perfift  in  employing  the 
former  of  thefe  lords,  where  he  was  fo  difa- 
greeable ;    but  it  is  the  fate  of  weak  princes^ 
to  think  that  they  are  never  fo  well  ferved 
as  by  thofe    of  whofe  authority  their  people 
complain  the  moft,  and  to    make   the   pub- 
lick    hatred    a  ground    of   their    confidence  | 
as   if  fuch  perfons,  having  no  other  ftrength 
or    prote6lion    to    depend    upon    for  fupport, 
muft   belong    more   to    them,    and   be  more 
devotedly  attached   to   their  ihtereft.     This^ 
with  the  vanity  of  fupporting  the  choice  he 
had  made,   determined    Stephen   to  continue 
his   Englifh    and    Norrnan   affairs   under  the 
management    of  William   of  Ipres,     though 
he   had    fuch    evident  proofs   of  the   diffatis- 
fa6lion  it  produced   in  both  countries.      The 
earl  of  Meulant   indeed    was    lefs   odious   to 
the  Normans,  as  not  being  a  foreigner ;  but 
neither  was  he  much  beloved,  belna;  a  man 
who  had  more  pride  than  greatnefs  of  mindj 
and   more  cunning  than   wifdom.     The   ar- 
rival of  thefe   minifters,  whofe  unpopularity 
hurt  their  party,  as  much  as  the  force  they 
brought  over   with   them  could  do  it  good, 
did   not  prevent   the  earl  of  Glocefter  from 
isxecuting  the  plan  which  he  had   for    fome 
time   been    forming.     About  the    beginning 
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of  June  he  took  up  arms,  and  joined  theBOOK  I. 
earl  of  Anjoi),  who,  regardlefs  of  the  truce,  ^  ^  ' 
which  was  not  yet  expired,  came  into  Nor- 
mandy, and  by  means  of  that  nobleman's 
intelligence  with  him  got  poffeffion  of  Ba- 
yeux,  Caen,  and  feveral  other  towns :  but, 
the  king's  troops  having  been  {l:rengthene4 
by  a  large  reintorcement,  he  retired  again 
into  his  own  dominions,  leaving  the  towns, 
which  he  had  gained,  well  fecured  with 
good  garrifons,  under  the  care  of  the  earl 
.of  Glocefter.  AJl  the  abilities  of  that  lord 
were  now  employed  in  perfuading  the  Nor- 
man nobility  to  follow  his  example  in  the 
part  he  had  taken  ;  and  by  his  authority, 
added  to  the  ftrong  inftigation  of  their  own 
difcontents,  fome  of  them  were  induced  to 
fgrfake  the  king:  but  a  majority  adhered  to 
him,  either  for  fear  of  loiing  their  Englifli 
eftates,  or  out  of  diflike  to  the  earl  of  An- 
jou,  who,  though  he  was  a  prince  of  great 
merit,  had  not  found  the  art  of  gaining 
their  afte(5ions.  During  the  autumn  of  this  Ord.  Vital, 
year,  the  king  being  detained  by  the  troubles^'^^^""'^^^^' 
in  England,  and  his  two  generals  recalled 
from  Normandy  to  his  affiftince,  Geoffry 
made  other  attempts  on  that  dutchy,  but 
failed  in  his  enterprizes,  and  returned  home 
with  fome  di(honor.  Things  remained  there 
in  much  the  fame  iituationi  both  fadions 
keeping  poffeffion  of  the  towns  they  had  got, 
from  whence  they  infefted  the  whole  coun- 
try ;  the  barons  making  a  cruel  war  on  each 

other; 
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BOOK  I.  other;  and  the  people  being  equally  ruined 
Gerv.Chron.  ^7  "^^^ '  ^^^^  February  in  the  year  eleven  hun- 
p.  1350.  dred  and  forty,  when  a  very  important  alte- 
H.Huntingd.  j-^j-JQ^^  was  made,  with  relation  to  this 
Brompton  dutchy,  by  Stephen  and  France.  For  the 
Chron.  p.  former,  by  means  of  the  treafure  he  had  taken 
^°  from    the    bifliop    of   Saliibury,    obtained  of 

Louis    le    Jeune    the    princefs    Conftantia,    a 
iifter  of  that   king,    and  with  her,    by  way 
of  dower,  the  inveftiture  of  Normandy,    for 
his  eldeft  fon   Euftace,  deiiring  to  make  over 
to  him    his    own    title,    in    hopes    that    the 
French    monarch  would   do  more  to  fupport 
'     '       the  claim  of  a  brother-in-law,    than    Louis 
le  Gros  had   done    for    him.      He  certainly 
might  expe6t  to  draw  great  advantages  from 
fuch  an  alliance,  not  only  in  Normandy,  but 
alfo  in  England  ;  and  might  think  he  did  not 
purchafe  it  at  too   dear  a  rate,    though,   in- 
flead  of  the  lady's  bringing  a  portion  to  his 
fon,  he  was   forced  to  procure  the  match  by 
a  very  large  fum,  w^hich   he  could  but  ill  af- 
ford,  befides  diveiling  himfelf  of  the  dutchy. 
Neverthelefs    the    king    of   France  went  no 
further    than    to    mediate    betvv^een    him    and 
Matilda,    till*  after    the    battle    of  Lincoln  ; 
nor  even  then  did  he  give  any  efte(5lual  affift- 
ance  to  him  or  his  fon.      Euftace,    unaided 
by   that   prince,  and   not  come  to  an    age  of 
maturity,  could  do  nothing  for  himlelt ;  and 
the   Normans   ccniidered    his   party    as  abfo- 
Ord.  Vital,     i^^telv  ruined  by  the  defeat  of  his  father.     Yet 
iubann.1141.fo  very  unwiUing  v^ere  mofl:  of  them  to  fub- 

mit 
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nilt  to  Matilda,  or  to  her  hufband,  that,  as^OOK:  I. 
fooii  as  ever   the  news  of  Stephen's  captivity 
was  brought  into  Normandy,  the  archbifhop 
of  Rouen  and  all  the  principal  barons  offered 
their  dutchy  once   more  to  the  earl   of  Blois, 
and  propofed  to   affift  him  in  fubduing  Eng- 
land :    a  propofal    too    extravagant,    as   well 
as  too    odious,    to  be  received    by    the  earl, 
who  would   have  incurred  the  deteftation   of 
all   mankind,    by   coveting  the   fpoils  of  his        ' 
brother  and  nephew,   inftead  of  aiding  them 
in   their  calamity.     But   even  fome  parts  of- 
Normandy    were    not,   at  that    time,  in   the 
power  of   thofe    who    made  him  this  offer; 
and  there  Vv^as   no  profpeft   of  fuccefs   in  an 
attempt    upon    England,    where    he    would 
have  been    equally    oppofed    by   both  parties. 
He    therefore    refufed    to    engage    in    fuch 
undertakings,    unfit   for  a  prince  of  his  repu- 
tation;  but  ably  availed  himfelf  of  the  over- 
tures made  to  him   on   the  part  of  the  Nor- 
mans, to  treat  with  the  earl  of  Anjou,  whom 
he  agreed  to  acknowledge,  both  as  duke  of 
Normandy  and  king   of  England,  on  condi- 
tion   that    he    ihould    give    up    the    city  of 
Tours,   to  which  the  earls  of  Blois  had  an 
ancient  claim,   fet  Stephen  free,    and  reftore 
to  him  all   the    poflelfions    he   had    enjoyed 
before  he   was   made   king.     None   of  thefe 
articles  were  performed  by  the  earl  of  Anjou, 
who  had  not  indeed  the  power  of  executing 
that    part    of   the    treaty    which    related    to 
Stephen.      Neverthelefs    the    earl     of    Blois 

perfevered 


no. 
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BOOK  I.  perfevered    in    his   purpofe,    not  to   embroil 
Chron.Norm.  himfelf  in  the  troubles  of  Normandy.     Geof- 
p.  979,  980.  fry,  being   therefore  fecure  on  that  fide,  and 
Ord.  Vital.    ^(Sling    wjth    vigour,    while    the    Normans 
Gerv'chron'.were  ftunned  and  difpirlted  by  the  fuccefs  of 
p.  1857.  fub  Matilda  in   England,    made    himfelf  mafter 
Mai'mft^^hift.  ^^  ^  great  part  of  the  dutchy,  either  by  force, 
nov.  f.  109,  or  by   agreement  with  fome   of  the  nobles, 
who,    upon    terms   of    advantage    {lipulated 
for    themleives,  gave  up   to  him  what  they 
found    they   could   not    defend.     But   many 
places  of  ftrength    continued  in  the  cuftody 
of  Stephen's  adherents,    who,    being  encou- 
raged by   the    favorable    change     of    affairs 
that  happened  in  England,  were    ftill  unfubr 
,dued  when  the  earl  of  Glocefter  came  over 
from  thence   into   Normandy,  fent   by  Ma- 
tilda, to  negotiate  with  her  hulband.     The 
earl  of  Anjou  received  him  with   all  poflible 
marks  of  efleem   and  afteclion  ;    but,  being 
prefTed  by  him  to  go,   without   delay,    into 
England,  as  the  only  expedient  left  of  lup- 
porting  the  caufe  of  his  wife  and  fon  in  that 
realm,  he  excufed  himfelf  from  it,  by  plead- 
ing  the  danger    of  v/ithdrawing    his    perfon 
or  forces  from  Normandy,   while  fo  large  a 
portion  of  that   dutchy  yet    remained  unre^ 
duced.     The  earl    of   Glocefter,    to   remove 
this  objedion,    attended  him   into   the  field, 
.     and    lerved    under  his    orders,   till  they   had 
taken  ten   caftles,  among  which  were  fome 
of  great  importance.     But  Rouen,  the  capital 
city,  was  flili  in  the  power  of  their  enemies ; 

and 
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and  Geoffry  efleepaed  his  pofiTeffion  of  Nor-^OOK  r. 
mandj  neither  compleat  nor  fecure,  till  that 
was  fubdued.  He  alledged  other  caufes  for 
his  not  being  inclined  to  pafs  the  fea,  par- 
ticularly the  fear  of  a  rebellion  in  Anjou, 
which  he  had  feme  grounds  to  expert,  if  he 
removed  too  far  from  the  borders  of  that  earl- 
dom, There  was  perhaps  a  fecret  reafbn, 
which  fiad  more  weight  in  his  mind  than  all 
other  objetSlidnSj  viz.  the  difficulty  of  fettling 
with  Matilda  herfelf  and  the  barons  of  Eng- 
land what  (hare  of  royalty  (hould  be  given  to 
him  in  and  over  that  kingdom.  For  neither  was 
Ihe  of  a  temper  to  part  with  the  fovereignty 
veiled  in  her  by  the 'will  of  her  father,  nor 
did  he  like  to  refide  there  as  her  fubje6t  ,•  and 
none  of  the  Englifli  had  yet  expreiled  the 
leaft  inclination  to  receive  him  as  their  king. 
This  in  all  probability  had  before  made  him 
iinwilliDg  to  go  into  that  kingdom,  and  was 
the  chief  caufe  of  his  backwardnefs  at  this 
time.  That  he  deiired  the  title  of  king  of 
England  appears  from  the  treaty  he  made 
with  the  earl  of  Blois ;  and  when  he  fent 
for  the  earl  of  Gioceder,  it  might  be  with 
an  intention  to  found  him  on  that  point, 
which,  by  the  influence  of  this  lord  over  his 
{ifter  and  her  party,  he  might  hope  to  gain 
at  that  crifis.  But  it  may  be  prefumedj  thatj, 
when  he  had  conferred  with  him  upon  the 
affair,  he  found  no  encouragement ;  and  this 
might  well  produce  a  difguft,  which,  toge- 
ther with  the  unfettled  condicion  of  Nor? 
Vo  L,  11,  E  ■  'mandyg 
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BOOK  I.    mandy,  and  his  dread  of  troubles  in  AnjotJ, 
'       "         determined  him  to  refuie  the  requefi:  of  Ma- 
tilda.    All  that  her  brother  could  prevail  upon 
him  to  do,   after   much  interceffion,  was  to 
Malmib.  hift.fend    over    Prince    Henry    Plantagenet,    his 
nov.  1,  ii.     eldeft    fon,    then    between    eight    and   nine 
years    old,    to   encourage    and   animate    his 
party  in  England  by  the  fight  of  a  prince,  to 
whom  they  had   fworn  allegiance  when  he 
was  in  his  cradle,   and  who  could   not  yet 
have  given  them  any  offence.     This  was  the 
more    wanting,   as   they   were    alienated    fo 
much  from  his  mother  by  her  ill  condu6l ; 
befides   the  objections  which   the  nation  in 
general  had  to  her  government  on  account  of 
her  fex.     To  give  a  new  and  better  obje«5l  of 
hope  to  the  wife,  and  zeal  to  the   multitude, 
was  doubtlefs  good  policy.     But,  while  the 
rolderrr.         earl  of  Glocefter  was  employed  in  perfuading 
Gerv.  Chron.  I      ^^^^  of  Aniou,  by  thefe  and  other  rea- 
iubann.1142.  11. 

H.Huntingd.fons,  to  let  hmi  carry  over  the  young  prmce 

^•'^i"'J'- ^^5- into  England,  he  was  obliged  by  the  ill  news 
Regis,  1.  ii.*  he  received  from  that  country  to  haflen  his 
p. 958, 959-  return   to   it;    the  events,    which    had   hap- 
pened during  his  abfence,   having  fhewn  that 
his   apprehenfions  upon  leaving  his  fifter,  to 
go  into  Normandy,  had   been  well  founded. 
For  very   foon  afterwards,  the  king,  having- 
entirely  recovered  his  health,  and  feeking  to 
revenge  the  ill  ufage   he  had  fuffered,  profe- 
cuted  the  war  with   great  vigour.     He  felt 
the  advantage  he    had  in  the   earl   of  Glo- 
ceder's  being  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  im- 
proved 
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proved  it  to  the  utmoft.  Mis  firft  enterpiize^  OO  ^  J« 
was  againll:  Wa  eham  caftle,  which,  being  " 
but  weakly  garrilvned,  was  foon  taken.  He 
then  marched  into  Gloceflerfhire,  came  on  a 
fudden  to  Cirencelrer,  furprii'ed  the  caftle 
and  burnt  it  to  the  ground.  From  thence 
he  proceeded  with  equal  celerity  to  two 
other  cadles,  Situated  on  the  road  between 
Cirenceiter  and  Oxford,  which  Matilda  had 
fortified  as  out-guards  and  barriers,  for  her 
greater  lecurity  during  her  abode  in  that 
city.  The  ftrongefi  of  thefe  he  took  by 
ftorm,  the  other  by  capitulation  ;  and,  hav-^^^^- S^^P^- 
ing  thus  opened  his  way  to  Oxford,  unex-i/if  ^'^^  ' 
pecSledly  appeared  before  the  town.  Ac- 
cording to  an  hifl'orlan  who  lived  in  thofe 
days,  it  was  then  furrounded  by  waters  fo 
as  to  be  thought  inacceffible,  and  was  fur- 
ther fecured  by  the  beft  fortifications  in  ufe 
at  that  time.  The  caftle  and  tower,  which 
covered  one  fide  of  it,  were  accounted  im- 
pregnable ;  and  there  the  emprefs  rciided  : 
fo  that  neither  (he  nor  her  council  appre- 
hended any  danger  5  efpeciaily  as  they 
thought  the  king  at  a  diilance,  and  had  no 
idea  that  he  could  with  fuch  expedition 
have  reduced  all  the  forts  which  barred  his 
way.  When  his  army  was  fcen  upon  the 
outward  bank  of  the  river,  before  the  walls 
of  the  town,  the  garrifon  fifthed  out,  and, 
fuppofuig  that  the  ftream  could  not  be  pafled,  Ibulp.93'9= 
advanced  to  the  brink  of  it,  from  whence 
their    archers    feeurely   infeiled    his    cavalry 

£  2  with 
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BOOK  I.  with  fliowers  of  arrows,  and  fome  among 
them  derided  him  in  a  fcurrilous  man- 
ner. Incenfed  at  their  infolence,  he  point- 
ed out  to  his  foldiers  a  part  of  the  river, 
where  he  remem.bered  a  ford,  and  fetting 
fpurs  tp  his  horfe  coiirageoufly  plunged 
into  it  himfelf.  The  whole  cavalry  fol- 
lowed ;  and  though  even  there  the  water 
Wiis  fo  deep,  that  it  forced  the  horfes  to 
fwira,  they  palled  it  fafely,  and  charging 
the  enemy,  who  flood  motionlefs  from 
their  afloniihment  at  the  boldnefs  of  this 
attempt,  immediately  broke  them  ;  and 
not  only  drove  them  into  the  town,  but 
entered  it  with  them ;  and,  after  they  had 
fet  fire  to  feverai  parts  of  it,  killed  or  took 
prifoners  mofl  of  the  garrifon,  thofe  only 
efcaping  who  were  able  to  gain  admittance 
into  the  c  a  file. 

This  was  much  the  mofl  fpirited  a6tion 
that  on  either  lide  had  been  done  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  war ;  and  by  the  happy  fuccefs 
of  it  Stephen  faw  himfelf,  almoft  m  an  in-  , 
itant,  pofleffed  of  a  city,  which  it  rauft  have 
coft  him  the  labour  of  many  months  to  re- 
duce by  the  tardy,  approaches  of  a  regular 
fiege.  But  what  gave  him  moil:  joy  was  thp 
hope,  that,  in  confequence  of  this  fortunate 
temerity,  he  fliould  make  the  imperious 
Matilda  his  captive,  after  having  been  her's. 
For  he  held  her  fhut  up  in  the  caftle,  as  in  a 
prifon,  and  affiired  himfelf  that  at  length  he 
ihould  be  mafler  of  that  fartrefs,   either  by 

force 
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ibrce  or  by  famine.     To  have  the  advantage  BOOK  i.f 
df  both    methods,  he    aflkulted    it    furioufly^       ^— — ' 
with   battering  engines,  and  at  the  fame  time 
ftopt  all  accefs  to  it  from  the  neighbouring 
country.      The    barons,     who    had    pledged  ^^J'^Jb._ hill. 
their    faith   to   the    earl    of  Glocefter,    thatf.  iJo,' 
they  would   gu^rd  his  fifter  from  all  danger  Geft.  Steph. 
during  his   abfence,    feeing  her  now  fo  un-    ^^'  P'959' 
happily    expofed    by    their    negligence,    af- 
fembled  at  Wallingford,   and  there   refolded 
to  fight  with  Stephen,  if  by  any  means  they 
could    draw    him    into    the    field :    but   he 
wifely  continued  his  liege,  without    accept- 
ing the  battle  which  they  offered  ;    nor  durft 
they    attack    him    withiii    the    fortifications 
with  which  he  was  covered  :    he  was  in  no 
want  of  provifions,  the  town   being  full  of 
them  ;    and   they  found  it  impoffible  to  pre- 
vent   him    from    receiving    any    fupplies    he 
might  want,     by   his    communication    with 
London,  as  he  commanded  the  whole  coun- 
try between  that  city  and  Oxford :    fo   that, 
after  feveral  vain  confultations  about  it,  they 
drew  off  their  forces,  leaving  Matilda  in  de- 
fpair  of  any  relief.     Bur  her  invincible  fpirit 
made   her  hold  out  beyond  their  hopes,  pre- 
ferring death  to  captivity,  and  animatmg  her 
garrilon,  which  was  chiefly  compofed   of  the 
knights   and   officers  of   her    houfhold,  with 
her  own  courage.     She  was  in  this  fituation, 
when    the   news  of  her  danger  reached    the 
earl    of   Glocefter,    who    thereupon    took  a 
haffy  leave  of  the  earl  of  Anjou,   and  with 
E   ^  Prinofe 
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BOOK  I.  Prince  Flenry,  his  nephew,  fet  fail  for  En g^ 
"  land.  His  voyage  was  profperous ;  and  \'\q~ 
arrived,  with  a  force  of  between  three  and 
four  hundred  knights,  in  his  own  port  of 
Wareham,  about  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty- 
two.  He  found  the  caflle  in  that  town  pof- 
feli'ed  by  a  garrifon  of  the  king's  troops, 
who  agreed  to  yield  it  to  him  at  the  end  of 
three  weeks,  if  their  rnafter  did  a-ot  relieve 
it  before  that  term.  But  neither  the  lofs  of 
this  place,  nor  any  otiier  detriment  his  party 
inaight  fuffer,  appeared  to  Stephen  a  iuuicient 
motive  to  abandon  the  great  obje£l  he  had 
in  view.  Fie  determined,  and  publickly 
declared  to  his  friends,  that  he  would  not 
depart  out  of  Oxford,  nor  fend  away  any 
detachment  of  his  forces  from  thence,  on 
any  account  whatfoever,  till  the  caftle  was 
furrendered  to  him,  and  the  emprefs  herfelf 
delivered  into  his  hands.  The  garrifon  of 
Vv'areham,  upon  receiving  this  anfwer,  gave 
up  the  fort  ;  and  the  earl  of  Glocefter  Toon 
afterwards  took  the  ifle  of  Portland,  which 
Stephen  had  fortified,  and  alfo  Lulworth 
caftle.  As  neither  William  of  Ipres,  nor 
any  other  nobieman  on  the  king's  iide,  made 
head  to  oppofe  him,  it  may  be  prefumed 
that  they  were  all  employed  with  that  prince 
iti  beiieging  Matilda,  except  thofe  to  whofe 
charge  his  moft  important  towns  and  for-- 
trelles  were  committed.  Indeed  the  length 
of  the  civil  war  had  by  this  time  fo  exhaufted 

the 


OFKINGHENRYIL  S5 

the  ftrength  of  the  khigdom,  and  garrifonsBOOK  I. 
were  to  be  found  tor  fo  many  caftles,  that'  "  ' 
a  thoLilaod  men  at  aims  are  fpoken  of  by 
hiftorians  as  a  great  army,  1  he  force  which 
the  earl  of  Glocel^er  had  brought  over  from 
Normanc]y,  joined  to  fome  of  his  vaffals,  was 
therefore  iufficient  to  give  him  a  fuperio- 
rity  upon  that  coafl :  but  none  of  thefe  con- 
quells  were  of  much  ufe  to  the  party,  while 
the  period  of  the  emprefs  continued  in  dan- 
ger ;  a  danger  which  every  moment  grew 
more  alarming,  as  fhe  had  now  been  belieged 
above  two  months,  and  began  to  lufFer  great 
dillrefs  for  want  of  provilions.  Senlible  of 
this,  her  brother  exerted  all  his  power  with 
the  party,  to  induce  them  to  make  an  extra- 
ordinary effort,  and  rilk  the  attacking  of 
Stephen  within  Oxford  walls,  rather  than 
permit  him  to  accomplifh  his  purpofe  of 
taking  Matilda.  He  fent  a  general  fummons^^'^-^^^o^^ 
to  all  her  adherents  to  meet  him  at  Ciren- '''''''* "''"^'^ 
cefter,  declaring  his  intention  to  lead  them 
direflly  to  Oxford.  They  came  at  his  call, 
admitted  the  neceffity  of  what  he  propofed, 
and  were  on  their  march  to  put  it  in  exe- 
cution, when,  to  their  infinite  furprize  and 
joy,  they  heard  (lie  was  fate  in  the  caftle  of 
Wallingford. 

By  what  means  this  very  wonderful  efcape  Geft.  Steph. 
was  effeded  we  are  not  well  informed.     The  ^"^^s-  ^- "• 
contemporary  author  of  the  Acis  of  King  Sie-^'^^^' 
fhen  fays,  that   the   emprefs,  reduced  to  the 
utmofl   extremity  for  want  of   all  food  and 
E  4  necef- 
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BOOK  I.  neceffaries  of  life,  and  defpairing  of  fuccour, 
*     "^       '  went  out  of  the  caftle,  by  night,  accompanied 
only  by  three  knights  of  her  houfhold,  whom 
for  their  prudence  (lie   chofe  to  be  her  atten- 
dants upon  this  occaiion,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  reft  of  her  garrifon  ;    and,  being 
conduced    by    one    of  the    enemy's    army, 
whom  fhe  had  gained,  palled  over  the  Thames, 
which   then   happened   to  be  frozen  fo  hard 
as  to  bear,    and    through    the    midft  of  the 
king's  troops,  which  were  pofted  very  thick 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  till  with  g-reat 
labour  and  difficulty  flie  got  fafe  to  Abingdon, 
after  having  walked  almoft  iix  miles   through 
a  deep  fnow.     Some  authors  later  than  this, 
yet  near  to  thofe  tirries,  have  added  this  ciir- 
V.  H.  Hunfc  cumftance,    that    (lie  and  all   her   attendants 
^^Jj^''^,*j^'^.^^^*  v^ere  cloathed  in  vv'hite  linen,  to  be  lefs  dif- 
v,t  Hoveden,  tinguiilied  in  the  fnow,  and  the  more   eafily 
^^^"- P-'-A^.'^efcape  obfervation.     But  William  of  Malmf- 

ann.  1143.       /       ^  .  t  n     n     1  1  1   - 

Brompton,     bury,    who    was    molt  likely  to    know    the 
p.  1032.        truth,  confeiTes  his    ignorance  as  to  the  cir- 
I  ["■^''y^^'^'cumftances   of  her   efcape  ;    and  fays,   all  hh 
Maimfb.  hift.  could  learn  with  certainty  about  it  was,   that, 
nov.  1.  u.      upon    the   alarm    of   the   earl   of   Glocefler's 
approach,  many  of  the  king'^   forces  at  Ox- 
ford   deferted,    and    the    reft    became    iliore 
negligent   than  they  had  been  before  iii  keep- 
ing   watch   about   the  caftle,    their  thoughts 
not  being  fd  much   employed  on  that  object 
as  on  the  battle   they  expelled  to  fight  :    that 
this  was   obfervfed  by  the   citizens,    who,    fa- 
vduriiig   the   em|prefs,  gave   her    intelligence 

of 
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of  It  by  fome  merns  or  other;  upon  which pQQ^  ^'. 
ihe  went  out  of  a  poftern  gate,  with  four 
knights,  paffed  the  river  Thames,  and  walked 
on  foot  as  far  as  Abingdon,  where  fhe  took 
horfe,  and  rode  from  thence  to  Walhngford 
caftle.  The  fame  hiftorian  fays  in  another 
place,  that  many  perfons  had  joined  the 
king's  army  at  Oxford,  more  out  of  greedi- 
nefs  to  obtain  a  fliare  in  the  booty  they  ex- 
pected to  find  in  the  caftle,  than  enmity  to 
the  emprefs.  Arhong  thefe  it  is  very  pro- 
bable fome  were  corrupted,  to  fuffer  her  to 
pafs  by  their  pofts  unmolefted.  Upon  the 
whole,  we  have  certainly  reafon  to  fufpe6tj 
ithat  there  was  a  fecret  m  this  affair  which 
never  v^as  publifh'ed,  and  more  than  one 
traitor  in  the  army  of  Stephen.  Otherwife 
he  might  juftly  be  accufed  of  fuch  negli- 
gence, as  would  be  unpardonable  in  a  com- 
mander, and  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  in  one  ojf 
his  a6live  and  vigilant  character. 

Matilda  had  often  been  faved  beyond  all 
hope,  juft  when  fhe  feemed  on  the  very 
brink  of  deftru6lion ;  and  her  former  efcapes 
'out  of  Arundel  callle,  London,  and  Win- 
chefter,  were  not  fo  furprifing  as  this  :  but, 
whatever  obligations  (lie  had  m  it  to  fortune, 
{he  owed  yet  more  to  her  own  dauntlefs  and 
mafculine  courage.  Indeed  fhe  had  a  mind 
which  could  not  bbar  profperityj  but  which 
adverfity  could  not  conquer.  That  Ipirit, 
which  power  rendered  haughty  arid  infolent, 
-rds   intrepid    in  danger,    and   great  in  mif- 

fbrtunei 
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BOOK  I.  fortune.  As  foon  as  Stephen  was  informed 
of  her  being  at  Wallingford,  he  offered 
terms  to  the  garrilbn  of  the  cadle  of  Oxford, 
which  they  accepted,  and  Im  mediately  lur- 
rendered  it  to  him:  an  acquifition  of  confe- 
quence,  and  which,  if  he  had  not  loft  a 
greater  prize,  would  have  been  matter  of 
great  joy  and  triumph  to  his  party.  During 
the  reft  of  the  winter  all  was  quiet,  and  the 
emprefs  was  paid  for  all  that  fhe  had  fufFered, 
by  the  fight  of  her  fon,  whom  the  earl  of 
Glocefter  brought  to  her  at  Wallingford 
Caftle.     He  was  afterwards  carried  to  Briftol, 

Gerv.  Chron.  j^nd    continued    there    four  years,  under  the 

ann?ii42."  ^are  of  his  uncle,  who  trained  him  up  in 
fuch  exercifes  as  were  moft  proper  to  form 
his  body  for  war,  and  in  thofe  ftudies  which 
might    embellifh    and   ftrengthen    his   mind. 

SeeMalmfa.  y^^  g^^l  ^f  Qlocefter  himleif  had  no  incon- 
'^  '  fiderable  tuifture   of  learning,    and   was  the 

patron  of  all  who  excelled  in  it;  qualities 
rare  at  all  times  in  a  nobleman  of  his  high 
rank,  but  particularly  in  an  age  when  know- 
ledge and  valour  were  thought  incompatible, 
and  not  to  be  able  to  read  was  a  mark  of 
nobility.  This  truly  great  man  broke 
through  that  cloud  of  barbarous  ignorance, 
and,  after  the  example  of  his  father  King 
Henry,  enlarged  his  underftatiding,  and  hu-  ^ 
manized  his  mind,  by  a  commerce  with  the  \ 
mules,  which  he  aiiiduoufly  cultivated,  even 
in  courts  and  camps  ;  fhevving,  by  his  con- 
dud,  how  uieful  it  was  both  to  the  ftatefmaii 

and 
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and   the  general.     The  fame  love  of  fcience^Q  Q^  ^; 
and   literature    he  infufed  into   his  nephew,^ 
who  under   his    influence   began    to    acquire 
what  he  never  afterwards  loft,  an  ardour  for 
fludy  and  a  knowledge  of  books  not   to  be 
found  in  any   other   prince    of  thole  times. 
Indeed  the  four  years  which  he  now  pafled  in 
England  laid  the  foundation  of  all  that  was^^^^^^".  ^'^" 
afterwards    moft    excellent    in  him;    for  his 5^5"/^^^^ 
carlieft    imprefiions     were    taken    from    his 
uncle,   who,   not  only  in  learning,   but  in  all 
other    perfedions,  in    magnanimity,    valour, 
prudence,  and  all  moral  virtues,   was  the  beft 
example  that  could  be  propofed  to  his  imi- 
tation.   Nor  was  it  a  fmall  advantage  to  him 
that  he  was  removed  from  the  luxury  of  a 
court,    and    bred  up    among    foldiers  in  the 
Gonftant  pradice  of   chivalry,  which  gave  a 
manly  turn  to  his  mind,   and  made  him   de- 
fpife  a  life  of  effeminate  (loth.     In  this  litu- 
ation  the  earl  of  Glocefter  was  able  to  keep 
from  him  the  fmooth  poifon  of  flattery  ;  and 
the   firft    leflbns    he  learned    were    thofe  of 
truth.     While  he  was  thus  formed  to  grcat- 
nefs    by  a  good  education,  the  kingdom  he 
was   born    to   inherit   was  fought   for,   with 
alternate  fuccefs,  by  the  emprefs  his  mother, 
and  Stephen.     So  many  fudden   and  wonder- 
ful changes  of  fortune,  as  both  of  thefe  ex- 
perienced   during    the    courfe    of    this    war, 
are  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  hiftory,  and 
hardly   in  any  well-invented  romance.     The 
great  fuperiority  that  Stephen  had  gained  in 

the 
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BOOK  I.  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty-two  feemed 
to  promife  him  a  decrfive  fuccefs  in  the  next, 
notwithftanding  the  efcape  of  Matilda  front 
Oxford.     But  the   event  was  not  anfwerable 
Gerv.  Chron.  J.Q    ^j^^^g    expedations.       For,    after    a   vaiii 
attenapt  on  Wareham   calrle,    which    ended 
only  in  ruining  the  country  about  it,   by  the 
barbarous    ravages   of  his  mercenary  troops, 
he   endeavoured   to  build  a   fort   at   Wilton^ 
or  rather  to  fortify  a  nunnery  there,   which 
was  conveniently  fituated   to   bridle   the   ex- 
cilriions  of  the  garrifon   of  Sarum,  and    of 
other  caftles  and  towns  that  were  held  for 
the  emprefs  in  that  part  of  the  realm.     The 
profanation  was  authorifed  by  the  bifhop   of 
Winchefter,  who,  at  the  head  of  his  vaffals, 
attended  the  king  his  brbther  upon  this  fer-; 
Gefi.  Sfeph.  vice,   to  whlch  all  the  barons  of  their  party 
^^^'  •  "j^^    were  fummoned,  and  many  came;  but,  while 
Neubiigenfis,  the  reft    wcre  on   their   march,    the  earl   of 
Li, c.  10.      Glocefter,    who    diligently    watched  all   the 
nriotions  that  the  enemy  made,   colle6led  his 
friends,  and  before   thoie  fupplies   could  jbiii 
the   king  came   fuddenly  upon   him  at  Wil- 
ton, and   attacked   him   with  fo  much  fpirit^ 
that  the  greater  part  of'  his    afmy    was   in- 
ftantly  routed.     He  w^ould  himfelf  have  beeii 
either  flain,   or  again  taken   prifoner,    if  the 
brave    William  MarteJ,    his    fenefchallj    had 
not  made  a  ftarid  for  fbme  time,  with  a  few 
of  his  own  vafllils,  again  ft   the  whole  force 
bf   the   enfemy,    and    ftopped    them    till   the 
king  and  his  brother  had  efcaped  ;  but,  after 

having 
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having  done  the  utmoft  that  valour  over-^o^Ki. 
powered  bj  numbers  could  do,  he  was 
forced  to  yield  himfelf  prifoner,  and  could 
not  obtain  his  liberty  from  the  emprefs  till 
he  had  furrendered  to  her  his  caftle  of  Shir- 
burn,  accounted  at  that  time  one  of  the  key? 
of  the  realm.  All  Stephen's  baggage,  the 
gold  aijd  filver  plate  belonging  to  his  table, 
and  other  rich  utenlils  of  his  houihold,  were 
taken  and  plundered.  It  happened  well 
for  him,  that  the  a6lion  did  not  begin  till 
after  fun-fet;  fo  that  darknefs  coming  on 
affifted  his  flight.  But  the  di(honor  and  ill 
confequences  of  fuch  a  defeat  he  could  not 
efcape.  They  were  fo  detrimental  to  him, 
that,  foon  afterwards,  the  lately  deje6led 
Matilda  faw  herfelf  miflrefs  of  one  half  of 
the  kingdom. 

Nor  was  it  in  England  only  that  fortune 
now  feemed  to  fmile    upon   her  party.     Da- 
ring the  courfe  of  this  year  the  earl  of  Anjouchron.Norm. 
got   poffeffion  of  the  city  of  Rouen,   and  af- P- 9^i- I'^ib  ' 
iiimed  to  himfelf  the  ilyie  and  title  of  diike''^^^^'  ^'+^* 
of  Normandy  ;   which  dutchy  he  appears  to 
have    held    independently    of    Matilda,    and 
not  in   her   name,    but    his    own.     Yet  the 
oaths  which  the  Normans  had  taken  in  the 
life-time  of  her  father,    with  regard  to   the 
fuccellion,   had  been  to  her,  not  to  him,  and 
after  her  to  her  fon.     But  it  Vv^as  generally  v.daig, Feu.. 
janderftood   in    thofe    days,    that,   when    the  4°'^""^' ^' ^• 
fucceffion    to  a  fief   devolved    on  a  v>/oman,pVix6.*^" '^' . 
the    adminiftration   and  profits  of  it,   if  {he 

had 
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BOOK  I.  had  a  hufband,    belonged  to  him,    in    virtue 
"         of  the   marriage.     And   this    properly    arofe 
from    the    genius   of  fiefs,   which   requiring 
the  performance  of  fervices  to  which  women 
V.CralgjFeu- were  by  nature  unfuitable,  the  hufband  was, 
dorum,  1.  il.   q^^  that  account,  preferred  to  the  wife.     The 
ti.14. p.i7o.^j^^j^  fex   indeed  had    been   excluded  from 
fiefs   in    their    original   inftitution ;    but    al- 
though   that    principle    was     now    departed 
from,   or  at  leafi:  not  univerfally  and   ffri6:ly 
obferved,   the  reafon  of  it  continued  to   pre- 
vail fo   far,   as  to  transfer  all  the  rights  and 
feudal   dudes   of  the  wife    to    the    hufband, 
wherever  a  fief  was  allowed,  in    cafe  of  the 
want  of  heirs  male,   to  defcend   to  a  female. 
It    even    extended    to  fome    kingdoms ;    as, 
for   inflance,    to   that  of  Jerufalem,    which 
was  governed  by  Fulk   earl  of  Anjou,   the 
father  of  Geoffry,  in  virtue  of  his   marriage. 
But  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Engli(h  na- 
tion ever  received  this  rule  of  law  with  re- 
gard to  the  crown,  though  they  did,  at  this 
time,  with  regard  to  private  eftates. 

Among  the  Norman  nobility,  who  aflifted 

Geoftry  in   befieging    the    caftle    of   Rouen, 

was    Waleran    earl    of   Meulant  ;    which  is 

Chron.Norm.  Very    furpriiing,    as   that    earl   had  been   al- 

fubann.i  143.  ways,    next    to    William    of   Ipres,    in    the 

highefl     degree    of     confidence     and     favor 

with    Stephen,    who    particularly    employed 

him    in    his    Norman    affairs.      From    what 

caufe  of  difgufr,  or  what  temptation  of  in- 

terefl-,    he    now    abandoned    the    king,    and 

3  joined 
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joined  with  the  earl  of  Anjou,    we  are  notBOOK  T. 
infoTned.      He,    and    his     half-brother,    the' 
earl  of  Warren  and  Surrey,  had  been  among 
the    moft    forward    in  bringing    aid    to    the 
queen,    after    her    huftand's  captivity;    and  see  Ord.  Vit, 
the  latter  was  ftill   firm  in  endeavouring  toi-^"i-P-92  3' 
fupport    the    caufe   of    that   prince,   both   in 
England   and  Normandy :    for  the  caftle   of 
Rouen  was  defended   by  his  foldiers  affainft^,      7<t 
the  earl  or  Anjou,   till  they  were  compelled iiibann.u43, 
by  famine  to  give   it  up;    and,  even   when '^44* 
that    was    furrendered,    another    fortrefs     in 
Normandy  was  held  for  the  king,   by  merce- 
nary troops  in   the   pay  of    that    lord  ;    but 
it  was  foon    forced  to    capitulate,    the  earl 
of  Anjou  attacking  it,  not  only  with  his  own 
forces,   but  with   thofe  of  his  brother-in-law, 
the  earl  of  Flanders,   and   of  his  fovereign, 
the  king  of  France,  who   both  came  perlb- 
nally  to  aid  him  in  this  fiege. 

It  mufl  appear  very  marvellous,  that 
Louis,  whofe  iifter  was  wife  to  Stephen's 
fon,  and  who  had  inverted  that  prince  with 
the  dutchy  of  Normandy,  in  confideratioii 
both  of  his  marriage  and  of  a  great  fum  of 
money  given  by  {Stephen,  fliould  affift  the 
earl  of  Anjou  to  take  it  from  him.  In  order 
to  account  for  this  unnatural  and  fcandalous 
conduct,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  relate  fome 
tranfaftions,  which  happened  in  France, 
from  the  time  when  he  efpoul'ed  his  fifler  to 
Euftace,  till  he  engaged  in  this  war  againft 
him. 

At 
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B  o  o  K  I.  At  the  end  of  the  year  eleven  hundred 
^^~^^  and  forty,  Innocent  the  Second,  then  pope, 

Chron.Nang.  upon  an  appeal  from  the  chapter  of  Bourges 
in'^Spiciieeio.  ^^out  the  election  of  their  archbifhop,  nor 
S.  Bernardi  minated  and  confecrated  Pierre  de  la  Chatre, 
epill.  ^  creature  of  his  own,    without  the   confent 

of  the  king,  and  againil  a  choice  to  which 
he  had  given  the  royal  approbation.  Louis, 
incenfed  at  fo  daring  an  invaiion  of  the  rights 
of  his  crown,  publickiy  fwore,  that,  as  long 
as  he  lived,  he  never  would  admit  the  pre- 
late fo  nominated  into  that*fee  j  but  he  per= 
mitted  the  chapter  to  ele6t  any  other.  This 
was  no  little  conceffion ;  yet  it  was  far 
from  fatisfying  the  pope,  who  ordered  Pierre 
de  la  Chatre  to  go  immediately  to  his  fee, 
in  fpite  of  the  king,  and  promiled  to  fup- 
Nangiusin    ^q^.^    j^^-j^    j^y   ^i^q    papal    authority;  faying, 

ann.  1141.     **  that    Loiiis    was    a  young     prince     who 

"  needed    iiidrudlion,    and  muft   be    taught 

<<  by  whole fome  corredlions  not  to  take  the 

"  liberty  of  thus  interfering  in  eccleliaftical 

*'  matters:  for  eledions  would  not   be  free, 

"  if  a  prince  might  be  fufFered  to  give   an 

*«  exclufion  to  any  of  the  candidates,  unlefs 

*'  he  could  prove  the  unfitnefs  of  the  perfon 

"  he  excluded  before  the  ecclefiaftical  judge; 

"  in   which  cafe  he  might  be  heard  as  well 

PereDamel,  ,,  ^g    another."     Suc/b  (lays    father    Daniel) 

Jrance,         was  the  manner  m  which  the   popes  oj    thoje 

Xouis  VII.   times  behave d'themjekoes  tovjards  princes^  very 

^u  ^'^^'^'^^^' jjj^^yg^f  j'y-Qjj^  that  of  their  ancient  predccejjorsy 

as  well  as  of  moft   of  their  fuccejjors.     It  is 

evident 
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evident  from  thefe  words,  that  he,  though  a^QQ^  l^ 
Jefuit,  was  too  good  a  Frenchman,  and  toQ^        " 
intelhgent  an  hiftorian,   not  to  fee  that  nei- 
ther  the   language    nor  the    condu6^    of  In- 
nocent in  this  affair  could  be  decently  jufti- 
fied.     But  one  of  the  famfs  of  his  church, 
the  famous  Bernard,  then  abbot  of  Clalrvaux, 
was  of  a  different   mind,  and   adted  the  part 
of  a  moft  furious  incendiary  upon   this  oc- 
cafion,    calling    on    the    pope    to   deliver   //^^  V".  S.  Bernar. 
church  from  the  opprejion  it  fuffered^  to  reprefs  ^^  ^i'^^qI^^^ 
with  an  apojiolical    vigour    the   authors  (?/* /y6^  tium  Fapam, 
evil,  together  with  their  chiefs  ijuhofe  ivill  had 
been    his    law  ;    and  to  make  his  iniquity  fall 
upon  his  own  head.     So  very  prone  to  rebellion 
was  the  zeal  of  thofe  times  ! 

Innocent,  encouraged  by  thefe  inftiga- 
tions,  threatened  the  king  with  excommuni- 
cation, and  proceeded  fo  far  to  carry  his 
menaces  into  execution,  that  he  put  ti)e 
royal  demefne  under  an  interdi(fl ;  and  fomeV.  Othon; 
vaffals  of  the  crown  took  up  arms,  in  con- r-I' ^^^"^*  •• 
cert  with  him,  aganilt  their  lovereign  ;  par- c.  21. 
ticularly  the  earl  of  Blois,  who,  at  the  cle-^-.^^^"^''^ 
iire  of  his  Holinefs,  gave  the  archbiihop,  ^^  *  "^  ^' 
Pierre  de  la  Chatre,  a  retreat  in  his  terri- 
tories. The  mifchiefs  brought  on  the  whole 
kingdom  by  this  civil  v^^ar  were  fo  great  and 
grievous,  that  Bernard  himfelf  thought  it 
neceffary  to  turn  mediator,  and  entreated 
the  pope  to  foew  the  king  fame  indulgence^  out 
of  regard  to  his  youth,  his  pajfwn,  the  royal 
majejiy,  and  the  public  oath  he  had  taken  ;   yet 

Vol.  II.  F  on 


vu. 
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BOOK  I.   on  fuch  terms,  as  might  for  the  future  reflraln 
'  h'lm  effedlually  from  fuch  a prefumption  ;  faving 

the  ecdejiajVical   liberty,    and  the    rights  of  the 
archbfhop,  whom  his  Holinejs  had  confecrated. 
By  throwing   in    thefe    rettridlions    he  made 
his   interceffion  a  mere  matter  of  form,   de- 
cent with   regard  to  himfelf,  but    uielefs  to 
the  king,  who  was  far  from  being  difpofed  to 
fubmit  to    conditions  fo    dif^dvantageous    to 
him.     Innocent    was    determined    to    grant 
him  no  better  ;  though  to  his  friendfhip  and 
protection  he   had   been,  in  a  great   meafure, 
obliged  for  the  popedom.     The  fee  of  Rome 
had  gained  immenlely  fi-om  the  gratitude  of 
princes   for  fervices   done   them  in  their  tern? 
poral  interefts,  but  never  had   loft  any  thing 
by  its  own  gratitude   for  any  obligations  or 
favors     received.      Innocent    therefore    a6led 
upon  the  fame  principles  as  all  his  predecef- 
fors,    in  forgetting    how    much  he   owed  to 
the  king  of  France,   w4ien   a  queftion   arofe 
on  a  pomt  wherein  the  power  of  the  church 
was   concerned.     But,  while  this  difpute  was   ; 
fupported  on  both  tides  with  great  animoiity, 
Louis    was    exafperated    againft   the    earl   of 
Blois    from    another     cauie.      The    earl     of 
CJ^'''?"-^^"§*  Vermandois,  who  was  nearly  related  in  blood 
Spkiiegio.     to  the    king    and    high    in    his    favor,    had 
Bern, ep.  217. f^llej-^   violently  in  love  with  Petronilla,  the 
Suaer^.  vl  queen's  younger  fifter,   and  one  of  the  mod 
beautiful  v/omen  in  France.     To  gratify  his 
paffion,  he  determined  to  procure  a  divorce 
Fere  Daniel,  fj-oni  }-jjs  Vi^ife,   who   v/as  a  niece  of  the  earl 
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of  Blois,    and    by  whom  he   had   children, BO  OK  I. 
upon    the   ufual  pretence   of  too   near   a  re- '      ^^— =^ 
lation.     This  being  concerted    between   hiiT^ 
and   his  mlftrefs,  he  found  means  to  engage 
an   affembly   of  French    blfhops    to  declare 
his    marriage    null;    and    wedded   her,    the 
next  morning,  with  the  confent  of  the  king 
and  queen.     But   whether  it  happened    that 
the  affinity  was  not  well  proved,  or  t\^  x  the 
pope   had    not    been   applied    tg    befo. "  .^and 
for  his  approbation,   or  that  the   interefl:    of 
the    earl    of   Blois,   in    behalf  of  his   niece, 
was   more  powerful  at  Rome    than   that   of 
her  hufband,   the  confent  of  that  fee  to  this 
fcandalous  proceeding  coi'ld   not  be  obtainedo 
.  iNor  was  it    generally    approved    in   France. 
The   abbot  of  Clairvaux  inveighed  againit  it  Epiftol.  Ber- 
with    extraordinary   fervour;    and    his  judg-"^'^'^' •*\7' 
ment  was  of  great  moment :  for  he  had  the 
art    of    reconciling     two    characters     which 
feem   incompatible,  that  of  a  man  extremely 
bufy  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  and  that  of 
a   rigid    reclufe.       By    the    auflerity    of   his 
manners,    and    by    an    intrepid    freedom    of 
fpeech,  joined   to   more  eloquence,   learning, 
and  dexteitry,  than  any  other    clergyman    of 
that   age  was  endowed  with,  he  had  gained 
fuch  an  authority,  that   not  only  the  people,  chron.Naiig, 
but  man)^  of  the  princes,  and  even  the  popes,  ^^''i.'"^".- ^" 
contemporary    with     him,     deferred    to    hisB.5,.n.ep.22o, 
jcounfels.     As    he    lived    in    great    intimacy  221,  222. 
with   the  earl  of  Blois,   his    regard    to    that  "'^*  ^^  ' 
frj.endpiip     might      naturally      increafs     the 
F  z  warmth 
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BOOK  L  warmth  of  his  zeal  againft  this  tranfa6lion, 
by  which  the  family  of  the  earl  was  dif- 
hoDored.  But  whatever  his  m^otives  might 
be,  the  part  he  took  was  very  becoming  to 
a  man  of  his  charadler ;  and  his  credit  at 
Rome  was  well  employed,  in  exhorting  the 
pope  to  corre6V  the  earl  of  Vermandois,  and 
the  lady  he  called  his  wife,  with  the  utmoft 
feverity  of  ecckfialiical  difcipline.  Nor  were 
thofe  exhortations  ineffectual .  They  were 
both  publickly  excommunicated  by  the 
pope's  legate  :  and  the  bifliops  who  had  an- 
nulled the  former  marriage  were  fufpended. 
But  the  king  of  France,  who  confidered  this 
fentence  as  difgraceful  to  his  own  honor, 
attacked  the  earl  of  Blois,  whom  he  thought 
the  author  of  it,  and  foon  reduced  him  to 
fue  for  peace;  which  he  obtained,  by  the 
mediation  of  Bernard  and  the  bifliop  of  Soif- 
fons,  upon  condition,  that  he  fl-iould  pre- 
vail with  his  Holinefs  to  abfolve  the  earl  of  j 
Vermandois.  Accordingly,  the  legate  was  1 
perfuaded  to  take  off  the  cenfuies,  in  de- 
ference to  his  interceffion  :  but  that  lord 
refufmg  obftinately  to  part  with  his  new 
wife,  they  were  laid  on  again  by  the  pope 
himlcif:  which  Louis  relented,  and  com- 
plained bitterly  agalnft  the  earl  of  Blois,  for 
having  thus  deceived  him  and  broken  his 
faith.  Indeed  it  evidently  appears  from  a 
V.Eplft.Ber- letter  of  Bernard,  that,  when  the  earl  pro- 
Bardi,  217.    j^iQ.^  j-Q   obtain    the    abfolution,    he    did  it 

with   an   intention    of  duping  the  king;    it 

being 
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being   feeretly  underftood  between  him  and  B  O  o  K  X 
the  legate,  that  after  he   had   obtained  a  cef- 
fation  of  arms,  which  at  this  time  he  much 
wanted,    the    cenfures     fhoiild     be   renewed, 
Louis  alfo   fufpe^led   him  of  other  intrigues 
carried   on   to    his   prejudice.     He    was,    in 
truth,   a  very  turbulent   fubje£t,    though  he 
had   the  chara6ler  of  a   moll    rehgious   and 
pious  man.     By   his  liberal  alms  and  bene^  ^^''^  ^^"^^* 
factions  to  the  church  he  had  fo  gained   the 
monks,   that  they  were  called  his  army ;  and 
a  formidable   army   they   were,   with  whom 
the  braveft  princes   were    afraid  to  contend. 
But  Louis    flood   then  io   little    in   awe   of 
them,    that    he  made   war   on  their  general 
more  fiercely  than    before,  deftroyed  a  part 
of  his   country  with    fire    and    fword,    and 
found  no  refinance  till  he  came   to  Vitray, 
a  town   in    the  Perthois,   which,   being  de-^ 
fended  by  a  ftrong  garrifon,   refufed  to  fur- 
render.     Incenfed  at  this  oppofition,  he  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  aflaulted^"^""^  ^« 
the  town,  took  it  by  florm,    maflacred  the pend.  a/su 
inhabitants,   even    the  women   and  children,  gebert.  ad 
and  commanded    his    foldiers   to  fet   fire   to  ^^^^  de^'su- 
the    houfes.     Thirteen    hundred    perfons,  ofger,  Lvi. 
both  fexes,  of  every   age  and  condition,  took  ^'^^'^^^"'^''' 
refuge   in  the    great    church,    which,    they 
fuppofed,    would   be    refpec^ed,    as   a   facred 
afvlum  :  but  no  mercy  was  (hewn  to  them  : 
the   church   was    burnt ;     and   ail   within  it 
were  miferably  confumed  in  the  flanges, 

F  3  Tlie 
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OKI-      The  beft  friends   of  the  king  were  fhocked 
^^'^       '^at  thjs  horrid  barbarity  ;   and,  when  he  came 
to  '^*'fie£t    coolly    upon   it   himfelf,    he   was 
ftn  c      with  fuch    deep   and    luch  fevere   re- 
fDoiioj   that  he  was  r^idy  to  fall  itito  defpair. 
Foi    his   mind    was  naturally   humane ;    but 
he    fcould    not    controul    the  impetuofity   of 
iiis  paffiohs,  and  had,  on   this  occafion,  been 
fo   tranlported   and   blinded   by  his  fnry,  as^ 
like  one   pofl'efied  by  an  evil  fpirit,  to  ad  in 
a  manner   mofl  contrary  to  his  ufual  difpofi- 
tion,    ^  Upon    the    retiirn    of   his  reafon,   he 
faw  all  the  enormity  of  what  he  had   done^ 
arid  inftantly  gave  himfelf  up  to  a  paffion  of 
ibrrow,  almoft  as  violent  as   that  of  his  rage 
had  been  before  ;    which   Bernard   very   Ikil- 
fuliy   taking  advantage  of,   and  fubje£ling  to 
himlelf  an   uoderftanding  difmayed   and  en- 
feebled by  guilt,  brought  him  not  only  to  make 
peace  tvith  the  earl  of  Blois,  but  to  fubmit  td 
the   pope,  and  receive  Pierre   de  la  Chatre  as 
krchbilhop  of  Bourges.     Nor  did  the  change 
that  was  wrought  in  him,  by  the  leffons  he 
then  learned,  only  affedl  his  ^)refent  conduct. 
From  this  time,   even   to  the   lateft  hour  of 
his,   life,  he  became  a  bigoted  (lave  to  Rome, 
and,    inftead     of   continuing   to    fupport    the 
rights  of  his  crown  with  a  proper   fpirit   and 
firmnefs,     weakly    contributed    to   affift    the 
teftablilhment   of  the  papal    dominion,    both 
in  his  own  realm  and  in  England  ;    as  King 
Henry    the    Second    experienced    long   after- 
wards, in  his  quarrel  with  Becket,     So  bad 

a  ufe 
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a  ufe  was  fbmetimes  made   by  the  f am fs  in^QQ^  ^' 
thofe    days   of   the    contrition    of    penitents, 
and  fo  dangerous  was  it  for  a  king  to  be  under 
their  condud:  or  influence  ! 

During  thefe  troubles  in  France,  and  while ChronNorm. 
the  anger  of  Louis  was  inflamed  againft  the^^'^^""'"43> 

o  ^  o  J 144. 

earl  of  Blois,  he  found  it  neceflary  to  court 
the  earl  of  Anjou,  who  prudently  availed 
himfelf  of  this  ftate  of  affairs,  to  com- 
plete and  fecure  his  pofleffion  of  Normatidy. 
Thus  all  the  interefts  of  the  princefs  Con- 
ftantia  were  facriticed  by  the  king,  her  bro- 
ther, to  his  prefent  advantage,  and  to  his 
apprehenlions  of  ftrengthening  the  houfe  of 
Blois,  which  he  found  fo  difobedient  and 
fo  troublefome  to  him.  Yet  the  afcendant 
gained  by  Bernard  over  the  mhid  of  this 
monarch,  in  confequence  of  the  offence  he 
had  committed  at  Vitray,  might  very  pro- 
bably have  produced  an  alteration  in  favor 
of  Euftace,  if  foon  after  this  time  both 
Louis  and  the  abbot  had  not  been  wholly 
taken  up  with  another  affair,  which  em- 
ployed their  thoughts  for  fome  years ;  I 
mean  a  crufade  for  the  defence  of  the  Holy 
Land  againfl  the  arms  of  Noureddin,  fultan  of 
Aleppo. 

As  in  the  confequences  of  this  enterprize 
Henry  Plantagenet  was  deeply  concerned, 
and  owed  to  fome  incidents,  which  hap-^ 
pened  in  the  courfe  of  it,  his  marriage  with 
Eleanor;  a  marriage,  which  gave  to  him, 
and  to  the  kings  of  England,  his  pofterity, 
F  4  the 
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BOOK  I.  the  great  dutchy  of  Aquitaine,  and  produced 
•  much   of  the  happiiiefs   and    unhappinefs  of 

his  life  ;  it  will  be  proper  to  relate,  in  a 
fummary  manner,  the  rife  and  progrefs 
thereof;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  the  fpirit 
or  diltinguiihing  charader  of  the  times  can* 
not  be  perfectly  underftood,  without  a  pe- 
culiar attention  to  this  famous  tranfadtion, 
in  which  almoft  ail  the  princes  and  nations 
of  Europe  engaged  with  lb  much  ardor, 
that  they  leemed  to  think  no  other  intereft 
deferved  their  re,9;ard.  While  I  am  treating 
of  this  fubjecl:,  I  fiiall  alio  give  fome  account 
of  a  former  crufade,  whicli  I  omitted  in 
"writing  the  general  hidory  of  the  period 
v/herein  it  happened,  becaufe  I  thought  a 
narration  of  it  would  come  in  more  agree- 
ably and  connectedly  here,  than  where  it 
m^ft  have  been  blended  with  feveral  other 
matters  of  a  different  nature.  For  nothing 
can  be  fnewn  with  due  perfpicuity  in  broken 
and  fcattered  lights. 

See  the  firil       jf  i^^^g  aU-cady  been  related,  how  Fulk  ear! 

voume.  ^^  Anjou,  the  father  of  Geotfiy,  was  called 
over  to  Paleftine  by  Baldwin  the  Second, 
king  of  Jeruialem,  in  order  to  marry  Meli- 
fenta  his  daughter,  and  fucceed  to  him  in 
his  kingdom.  The  nuptials  were  celebrated 
in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-feven  ; 

Gui.  Tyr.     and    Baldwin    died    in    eleven    hundred    and 

I,  xiii,  XIV,  i\y'ii'\^y.QiiQ^  after  many  viciffitudes  of  good 
find  bad   foitune;  in   both   which    he    hsd 

ihewn 
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Ihewn  himfelfaman   of  great  courage,  butBOOKl. 
one  in  whofe  temper  that  quality  was  mixed  ' 
with  fome  rafhnefs.     The  king,  his  fon-in- 
Jaw,  maintained  the   high  reputation  of  va- 
lour and  prudence,   which  had  raifed  him  to 
the   throne,  and  ruled  a  weak  ftate  with  great 
renown,    till  the  yfear    eleven    hundred    and 
forty-two,  when  he  was  unhappily  killed  by 
a  fall  from  his   horfe,  as  he  was  courfing  a 
hare  upon  the  plains  of  Ptoleniais.     He  left 
his  realm  to  Baldwin,  the  eldeft  of  two  fons 
that  Melifenta  had  brought  him,  and  who, 
being  a  minor,  was  put   under  the  tuition  of 
his   mother.-     She   was  alfo  appointed  regent 
of  the  kingdom  ;  which  would  have  belonged 
to  her,  as  fovereign,  in   her  own  right,  and 
could  not,  till  her  death,  have  defcended  to 
her  fon,  if  the  rule  of  fucceffion  in  this  and 
other  governments,  during  the  eleventh  and 
twelth   centuries,  had  not  been  generally  un- 
favorable to  women.     But  fhe  had  only  the 
adminiftration  of  it,  in  trull  for  her  fon,  du- 
ring the  time  of  his   nonage.     It  is  difficult 
to  account  for  the  policy   of  making  her  re-  . 
gent ;  fuch  a  delegation  of  the  royal  authority 
being  no  v/ay  agreeable  to  the  notions  and 
principles    upon   which    fhe    was    excluded 
from    inheriting    the  crown  at  the  death   of 
her   father.     But  the   fame    inconliflency    is 
obfervable  in  the  kingdom  of  France.     Me- 
lifenta was  a  lady  of  a  mafculine  fpirit  ;    and 
had  abilities  above  the  weaknefs  of  her  fex  ; 
wbiph   w^re   indeed   very  lieceiTary  for  her, 

when 


HISTORY    OF    THE    LIF£ 

I-  when  the  fafety  of  a  country  perpetually  at^ 
tacked  by  more  powerful  neighbours  was  en- 
trufted  to  her  care.  Of  thele  the  moft  for- 
midable was  Omadeddin  Zenghi,  Sultan  of 
Moful  and  Aleppo. 

The  empireof  the  Saracen  Caliphs  of  Bag- 
dat,  which,  nnder  Haroun  Alrefchid,  a 
prince  contemporary  with  Charlemagne,  had 
been  as  great  in  the  Eafl  as  that  emperor's  in 
the  Wert,  was  now  reduced  to  a  mere  reli- 
gious fupremacy,  prelerved  to  them  by  cu- 
ftom,  and  by  a  continuance  of  that  veneration, 
founded  upon  their  defcent  from  the  family  -of 
their  prophet,  and  upon  the  chief  priefthood 
annexed  to  their  dignity,  which  had  made 
the  former  Caliphs  of  all  kings  the  mofi:  ab- 
folute,  while  they  knew  how  to  reign.  But 
the  defcendants  of  thofe  princes  having  funk 
into  a  llothful  and  effeminate  lite  in  a  volup- 
tuous feragho,  the  governors  of  their  pro- 
vinces, by  degrees,  rendered  themfelves  inde- 
pendent, and  paid  no  further  regard  to  them 
than  in  receiving  from  their  hands  a  form  of 
invelliture  ;  while  the  moll  powerful  ot  thefe 
officers,  under  the  title  of  Emir  al  Omara, 
or  generaliiiimo,  ufurped  all  their  authority 
SeeHerbelot  in  civil  affiirs.  The  family  of  Buiah  having 
Didion.  On-^l^yg  ooverncd  the  cahphate  for  more  than  a 

entale,  under  ^        ^     n  ■  r     i  i-    i 

the  articles  ccutury,  Cadhcr,  the  twenty-filth  caliph  ot 
Cauher  vmd^l^g  houfe  of  Abbas,  became  impatient  of 
^'gasne-  their  yoke  ;  and  being  unable,  by  any  ilrengtli 
viuii,  of  his  own,  to    (hake   it   off,    put    himlelf 

under 
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under  the  protedion  of  Mahmoud,  fultah  ofBOOK  I. 

Gafnah,  a  prince  of  Turkifh  extra6lion,  and  ' *' 

one  of  the  greateil;  conquerors  the  world 
ever  faw  ;  for  he  fubdued  all  the  Indies,  be- 
iides  Perfia,  Georgia,  and  whatever  domi#. 
nions  belonged  to  the  caliphate,  which  he 
ruled  under  the  name  of  prote£lor  or  guar- 
dian. His  virtues  rendered  him  worthy  of  a 
ftill  greater  empire  than  that  he  poffefled  ; 
and  he  had  the  happinefs  to  leave  it  entire 
and  peaceable,  after  a  long  life  of  conftant 
proiperity,  to  his  fon,  named  MaiToud.  But,  See  Herbelot, 
during  the  reign  of  that  prince,  a  new  re- ""^^'^ 'J^,^  ^'"* 
volution  happened  in  the  Eaft.  soud  and 

Selgiuck, 

A  colony  of  Turks,  under  the  conduct  of 
Selgiuck,   the  chief  of  one  of  their  principal 
tribes,  had   come  from  Capchack,  which   is 
a  part  of  Great  Tartary  lying  north-eaft   of 
the  Cafpian   fea,    and    fettled    in    multitudes 
upon  the    confines  of  Bockara,    where    they 
embraced    the    Mahometan    religion.      Soon  See  Herbelot, 
afterwards   they  made  themfelves  maders  of  ""[^^""i!^^  ^'^' 
Bockara,   and  pufhed    their    conquefts   muchcRUL-EEG 
further  under  Thogrul-beg,  the  grandfon  of^"dCAiM 
Selgiuck,  who  to  the  Scyrhian   ftrength  and^'"'''^'''' 
courage  joined  all  the  talents  and  virtues  of  a 
great  king.     Having  been   flighted   by  Maf- 
foud,  to  whom  he  and  his  brother  had  offer- 
ed their  fervice,  he  paffed  the  Oxus,  defeat- 
ed   that    fultan,     and,      after    fubduinp:    all 
rerha,  was  mvefred  at  Bagdat,  by  the  Caliph, 
Caim   Beemrillah,    with  the  fame    dignities 

and 


LAH. 
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BOOK   I.  and  power  in  the   empire,    as  had  formerly 
"  been  enjoyed  by  the  houfe  of  Buiah.     From 

this  epoch  the  dynafty  of  the  Selgiucides, 
famous  in  Afia,  is  reciconed  to  begin,  and 
continued  very  fiouriOiing  for  three  genera- 
tions. 

See  Herbelot,      Thogrul-beg  vvas  fucceeded  by  his  valiant 
rit''^'Al'p''''i^ephew   Alo-Arflan,  who,  with'an  army  of 
Arslan,      no  more  than  twelve  thoufand  men,  beat  the 
Gelaled-    Qfee]^   emperor,  Romanus   Diogenes,  at  the 
SoLiMAN.     head   of  three   hundred    thoufand,   and   took 
him  captive.     This   lultan   left  the  govern- 
ment to  his   fon   Gelaleddin,   whofe   domini- 
ons extended  from   Urquend,  a  city   of  Tur- 
queftan  beyond  the   river   Oxus,  to   Antioch 
in  Syria,   which  he  won  from  the  Greek  em- 
pire,   by    the   good    conduct   of  Soiiman,   a 
prince  of  his   blood,  on  whom  he   bellowed 
it   wfth  part  of  the  Leiler  Alia  ;   and  it  was 
from  a  lieutenant  or  emir  of  Soiiman  that  it 
was  taken  by  Boemond,   one  of  the  braveft 
and  wifeft  chiefs  of  the   firft  crufade.     The 
good  fuccefs   of  that  enterprize    was  greatly 
facilitated  by  the  death  of  Gelaleddin,   which 
happened  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
fand  and  ninety   two.     For,  on    that   event, 
difputes    ariiing    about    the    fuccellion,     the 
power  of  the   Selgiucides  was   thereby  much 
weakened,   and    the    arms   of  the    Crufaders 
met    w^th    a  feebler    rciiftaiice,    than    they 
would  hav^e  done,   if  it  had  flill   fubffted  in  ■ 
that  fuhiefs  of  itrength,  which  it  had   ac^ 

quired 
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quired  during  the  life  of   this    fultan.     Nor  BO  OK  I. 
was  it  ever  recovered  by  his  fucceflbrs.     For'       '       ' 
the  governors  of  their  provinces  became  in- 
dependent,   and    paid    as  Uttle    obedience    to 
them    as    they    did   to    the    cahphs.     Thus 
Omadeddin   Zen2;hi,  under  the   2:randfon   of  See  Herbelot, 
Gelaleddin,   made  liimfelf  foverei2;n  of  Mo-",     I"^^'^" 

o  tides  At  A- 

ful,  the  capital  of  AiTyria,  to  which  he  foon  beck  and 
added  Aleppo  and  Hama  in  Syria:  conquefts^'^^^"^- 
that  rendered  him  formidable  to  all  his  neigh- 
bours,  but  efpeciaily  to  the  Chriftians.     The 
city  of  Edeffa,  with  a  great  part  of  Mefopo- 
tamia,  had   been   taken  from  a  lieutenant   of 
the  fultan  of  Bagdat  by  Baldwin,  the  younger 
brother  of  Godfrey    of  Bouillon,    who,    ha- 
ving been  elected  king  of  Jerufalem,  at  God- 
frey's  deceafe,  gave  up  this  inferior  flate  to 
Baldwin  de  Burg,  his  coufin  german.     This 
prince  alio,  having    fucceeded  to  the  throne 
of  that  kingdom,    reiigned   Edeffa,    vv^ith  all 
its  territory,  which  had  the  title  of  an   earl- 
dom,  to  his   relation,   Jofcelin  de  Courtenay,  g^g  pjgrbelot- 
a  nian  of  courage  and  prudence,   who  main- under  the  ar- 
tained  it  for  fome  years   againfl:   many  iharp"'^'^  Edes- 
attacks  of  the  bordering   Turks,  and  left  it,  Gui'.  Tyr.  de 
at  his  death,  to  his  fon.     But  he,  being  young  ^^^^^Z'^^''^* 
and  profligate,   gave  himfelf  up  to  his  plea-p.^^oto^gg.^ 
lures  ;  of  which  Omadeddin  Zenghi,  the  ful-  undertheyeat: 
tan  of  Moful,  taking  advantage,  came  on  a^^"^^* 
fudden,  and,  while  he  was  indulging  his  riot 
at  Turbeifel,  a  town   on  the  Euphrates,  laid 
liege  to  Edeffa,   which  wanted  many  necef- 
faries    for   its  defence,    and    was    garrifoned 

only 
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!•  only  by  mercenaries,  who  were  ill  paid.  In 
vain  did  the  earl,  whom  the  danger  of  his 
capital  roufed  from  that  lethargy  into  which 
his  debauches  had  thrown  him,  put  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  what  forces  he  could  raife, 
and  lollicit  Raymond  prince  of  Antioch  and 
the  queen  regent  of  Jerufalem  to  affift  him 
in  this  exigence.  The  former,  under  whom 
he  held  part  of  his  territories,  had  been,  for 
feme  time,  upon  fuch  ill  terms  with  him, 
that  he  forgot  they  had  a  common  intereft  to 
hinder  a  city  of  fo  much  importance  from 
being  conquered  by  the  Turks,  and  delayed 
to  give  him  affiflance,  till  it  was  too  late. 
Meiifenta  indeed  ordered  fome  of  her  befl 
troops  to  march  to  his  fuccour :  but,  before 
they  could  arrive,  the  fultan  had  taken  the 
place  by  florm.  From  thence  Zenghi  went 
to  beliege  Colengebar,  a  fortrefs  upon  the  Eu- 
phrates, and  undoubtedly  would  have  pulhed 

-     his  conquefts  much   further,  if  he   had   not 
-been  murdered  in  his  tent  by  a  confpiracy  of 
his  own  flaves.     After  his  death,  his  domi- 
nions were  divided  among  his  Ions;  Aleppo 
Gul.Tyr.     and    Edeffa,    Vv'ith    all    the    other    conquefts 

Herbclo't  Jn-^"^^^  ^7  ^^^^  ^^  Syria,  falling  to  the  fhare  of 
dertheard-  Nourcddin,  his  fecond  fon,  accordmg  to 
cies  Ata-  WilliaiTi  archbifliop  of  Tyre,  a  contemporary 
KouRED-  writer,  but  the  eldeft  of  three,  according  to 
DIN.  Gui.  Herbelot  and  fome  of  the  bed  Arabian  hiiio- 
ir'il'A.xv'iJ'^^^^^^  While  this  prince  Vv'as  in  AfTyria.  dif= 
puting  there  with  one  of  his  brothers  about 
their   inheritance,    the  earl  of  Edeffa,    whq 

J}a4 
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had  an  iatelllgence  with  the  Chriftians  left  in  BOOK  I. 
that  city,  being  informed  that  the  walls  were ''"""^''""'^ 
negligently  guarded,   fcaled  them  by  night, 
at  the  head  of  fome  chofen  troops,  and  with 
the  help  of  the  citizens  got  into  the  town: 
but  not  being  able,  for  want  of  proper  en- 
gines, to   take  fome    caflles,   which  were   a 
kind  of  citadel  to  it,  he  foon  found  caufe  to 
repent   of  his  enterprize.     For   when   Nou- 
reddin   was  informed  of  what  he  had   done, 
immediately  quitting  Afiyria,  he  colie6led  his 
forces,  marched  to  Edeffa,    and  invefted   the 
town.     The  earl  and  his  troops  found  them- 
felves  now   in  a  terrible  fituation,    harrailed, 
within   the   walls,    by   the    garrifons    of  the 
forts,   and    aiiaulted,  without,   by  the   army 
pf  Noureddin,  hopelefs  of  relief,  and  deftitute 
of  proviiions  to  fuftain  a  long  iiege.     Here- 
upon they  all  refolved,  as  it  became  men   of 
courage,  to  make  a  general  fally,  and  endea- 
vour, Iword  in  hand,  to  cut  their  way  through 
the  enemy  ;    which,  in  fuch    an    extremity, 
was  the  mod    honorable,    and    perhaps    the 
fafeil:  part  they  could  take.     But  v*^hen  their 
intention  was  known  to  the  citizens,  the  dread 
,pf  being  left  expofed    to  the  rage   and  ven- 
geance of  the  Turks   determined   them  aifo 
to  go  out   with  the  troops,  and   carry   Vv^ith 
them  their  wives  and  children.    Accordingly, 
one  of  the  gates  ot  the  town  being  opened, 
they  all  faliied  forth  ;   but  were  beaten  back 
again  by  the   troops  of  Noureddin,   and   at- 
tacked at  the  fame  time  by  the  garrifons  of 

the 
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BOOK  I.  the  forts ;  who,  opening  fome  other  gates 
^  to  their  countrymen,  incloled  the  miferable 
Chiifllans  between  two  armies,  which  made 
it  equally  difficult  for  them  either  to  advance 
or  retire.  Yet,  after  a  long  and  bloody  fighr, 
the  earl  and  his  foldiers  broke  through  all 
that  oppofed  them  in  the  front,  and  gained 
the  open  fields  :  but  of  the  citizens  hardly 
any  efcaped.  Nor  did  Noureddin  permit  the 
earl  to  go  off  unpurfued,  but  followed  him 
clofe,  and,  as  he  retired  towards  the  Euphra- 
tes, which  was  diftant  from  Edeflk  about 
fourteen  miles,  harrailed  his  forces  all  the 
way  with  incefiant  attacks  -,  till  their  braved: 
men  having  been  killed  and  the  others  be- 
ginning to  break  their  ranks,  their  chief  him- 
ielf  fled,  and  got  fate  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  river ;  but  his  life  was  all  he  preferved  : 
for  his  army  was  dedroyed,  and  he  left  his 
whole  country  in  the  power  of  the  Turks. 

The  fame  of  this  atflion  quickly  fpread  all 
over  the  Eafl:,  and  made  the  name  of  Nou- 
reddin as  dreadful,  as  that  of  his  father  had 
been  to  all  the  Latin  Chriftians  of  Syria 
and  Paleftine.  They  thought  they  already 
faw  him  at  the  gates  of  Jerufaiem,  and,  con- 
fidering  the  circumftances  of  that  kingdom, 
defpaired  of  being  able  to  defend  it  againft 
fuch  an  enemy,  on  their  frontier,  by  their 
own  ftrength  alone.  It  therefore  was  necef- 
fary  to  alk  the  affiftance  of  the  princes  of 
Europe,    and  endeavour   to  excite   them   to 

another 


OF    KING    HEN  R  Y    IL  8r 

another    crufade.     But    there    was    reafon  to  Ti  O  o  K   L 
doubt  of  the  poiiibility  of  fucceeding  in  fuch^       ""        ' 
an    application.     For    the    chief   expedition, 
made,  lince  the  death  of  Godfrey  of  Bouillon,  '^^-  Fulcher. 
into  thofe  countries  from  Europe,  had  proved,  amot.  iub 

J  i  anil.   1 1 20. 

ib  unfortunate,  that  the  former  ardour  for  Geii.Francor. 
thefe  enterprizes  mijiht  well  have  been  extin-  ^^T^g-  Hie- 
guiihed.  iioi,  no?. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord    eleven   hundred  ^^^-  Tyr. 
and    one,    William     the    Eighth,    duke    ot^t^:^^^ 
Aquitaine,    Hugh    the    Great,    earl  of  Ver-1102. 
mandois,   Stephen    earl    of  Blois,    who    was  '^"""  ^P"^' 

.  nene  hut. 

father  to  Stephen    afterwards    king  of   Eng-i.  xi.  c.  7. 
land,    the    duke    of    Burgundy,  the  earl  of  ¥'^i'"^- ^•"'• 
Bourges,   with  other   nobles  of  high  rank  in  i^Io2!'f/84.^' 
the  kingdom   of  France,  had  taken  the  crofs,  Oid.  vita!. 
at  the  head   of  fifty  or  fixty   thoufand  horfe,  y^^j'  ^^^^ 
and  a  hundred    thoufand  foot,    according  to  dtat.  ut  fupra, 
the  loweft   account  of  their  numbers.      We 
are  told  that  the  greateil:  part  of  this  mighty 
force  was  drawn   from  the  territories  of  the 
duke  of  Aquitaine:    a  very  remarkable  proof 
of  the  power  of  that  dutchy,  vv^hich  Henry 
Plantagenet  afterwards  obtained   by  his  mar- 
riage with  the  grand-daughter  of  this  prince. 
But  the  zeal    for    this    warfare   again  ft    the 
Mahometans  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jeru- 
falem  was  not  confined  to  the  French.     At 
the  fame    time,   the    bifliops   of   Milan    and 
ipavia,  with  many  of  the  princes  and  nobles 
of  Lombardy,  led  from  thence  another  army 
of  fifty    thoufand   men,    as   an    author,  who 
was  with  them  himfelf,  relates.     Thefe  were 
Vol.  1L  G  joined 
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BOOK  I.  joined  during  their  march  by  the  duke  of 
V.Abbat.Uf-  Bavaria,  the  archbifhop  of  Saltzburg,  and  other 
purgenf.  in  potentates  of  the  empire,  whofe  forces,  ad- 
chron.p  237.  ^g^l  ^Q  ji^^^g  ^£  ^l^g  French   and  Lombards, 

V,  Anaales  1  i       1  i    r  r  r 

BoicK  gentis,  made  up  about  two  hundred  and  nrtj  or  nxty 
pait.i.  c.  18.  thoufand   men,   of  which   at  leaft  a  hundred 
thoufand  were  heavy-armed  cavalry ;  befides 
a  great  train    of   priefts  and  monks,  and  of 
women  and  children,  with   which  thefe   ar- 
mies   mofl    imprudently    encumbered    them- 
feives,  increaling  thereby  the  worfl:  difficulty 
they    had  to  contend    wqth,   that  of  finding 
fubtiftence.     The  earl  of  Vermandois  and  of 
Blois   had  engaged   in   the  firft   crufade,  and 
were  forced  into   this  by  the   difgrace  they 
v/ere   branded  with   in  the    whole   Chriftian 
%vorld,    for    having    left    their    confederates 
before   they    had    taken   Jerufalem ;    which 
was  efteemed  fuch  a  blemifli  to  their  honour, 
V.  Old.  Vit.  that  (if  we  may  believe  a  contemporary  hiilo- 
utfupra.        ^-^j^^   Adela,    countefs  of  Blois,  and  one  of 
the    daughters    of   William    the    Conqueror, 
had  fo  much  of  her  father's  fpirit  in   her,   as 
to  perfuade  her  huiband,  with    frequent  and 
vehement  exhortations,  to  return  to  the  holy 
war,  in  order  to  recover  his  loft  reputation. 
He  took  her  advice,  though,  it  is  faid,  with 
great  reluctance,  and   as  if  he  had   forefeen 
the  fatal  event.     But  the  duke  of  Aquitaine 
had  no  fuch  inftigations,  to  drive  him  into 
this    romantic  undertaking;    and  of  all  the 
princes  then  alive  he  feemed  the  leaft  likely 
to  engage  in  it  from  motives  of  piety  or  de- 
5.  votion. 
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votlon.     William  of  Malmfbury  affirms,  that^O  ok:  I. 

he  gave  himfelf  up  to  every  kind  of  vice,v.  Mdmfb. 
as  if  he  believed  that  chance,  not  Providence,  f.  96.  1.5. 
governed  the  world :  to  prove  which,  he  re- 
lates fome  very  extraordinary  fa6ts  :  as  for 
inftance,  that  in  a  caftle  built  by  the  duke 
one  part  was  laid  out  in  the  form  of  a  nun- 
nery, which  he  declared  he  would  fill,  not 
wuth  nuns,  but  harlots,  and  named  the  moft 
celebrated  proftitute  of  the  time  to  be  the 
abbefs,  and  others  of  lefTer  note  to  fill  the 
other  offices  of  this  new  kind  of  convent. 
He  alfo  put  away  his  wife,  and  took  another 
man's  (fome  authors  fay  his  own  brother's) 
to  live  publickiy  with  him,  wearing  her  pic- 
ture on  his  fhield ;  and,  though  he  had  been 
excommunicated  on  account  of  the  fcandal 
this  gave,  he  continued  his  connexion  with 
her  for  feveral  years  after  his  return  out  of 
Paleftine,  and  was  again  excommunicated, 
without  being  reclaimed.  When  the  bifhop 
of  Poi6liers  was  beginning  to  pronounce  the 
fentence  againfh  him,  he  drew  a  dagger,  and, 
feizing  that  prelate  by  the  hair  of  his  head, 
threatened  to  kill  him,  if  he  did  not  imme- 
diately abfolve  him.  The  bifhop  defired  a 
fhort  time  to  fay  fomething  to  him,  which 
being  granted,  he  finiihed  the  excommuni- 
cation with  ftill  more  feverity,  and  then, 
offering  his  throat  to  the  furious  duke,  bade 
him  flrike.  But  that  prince,  eicher  affe£l:ed 
by  the  firmncfs  of  his  courage,  or  having 
only  meant  to  fright  him,  faid,  with  a  fmile 
G  2  of 
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BOOK  L  of  contempt,  that  be  never  JJdould  be  fe?it  tQ 
"  "^  "^  heaven  by  his  hand.  Yet,  at  the  inftigation 
of  his  raiftrefs,  he  baniflied  him  out  of  his 
territories ;  during  which  exile  the  good 
prelate  departed  this  life,  and  was  fuppofed 
to  work  miracles  after  his  deceafe.  A  report 
of  thefe  being  brought  to  the  duke,  he  faid 
in  publick,  /  repent  of  not  having  put  him 
to  death  long  before^  that  his  holy  foul  might 
have  oived  to  me  the  great  obligation  of  having 
fooner  procured  for  it  celejlial  beatitude.  Such 
was  the  chara&er  of  this  man,  whofe  im- 
piety feems  to  have  equalled  the  profligacy 
of  his  manners :  notwithitanding  which,  the 
general  mode  of  the  times,  an  ardor  for 
glory,  or  perhaps  that  ftrange  mixture  of 
iuperftition  and  irreligion  which  fometimes 
is  found  in  the  fame  mind,  carried  him  to 
the  Holy  Land,  with  the  abovementioned 
princes.  But,  though  he  and  his  confede- 
rates put  themfelves  under  the  conduct  of  a 
great  general,  Raymond  earl  of  Touloufe, 
one  of  the  heroes  of  the  firfl:  crufade,  whom 
they  happened  to  find  detained  at  Conflanti- 
nople,  yet  of  thefe  formidable  armies  hardly 
v.Ciiron.Uf-^  thoufand  men  came  fafe  to  Jerufalem,  as 
perg.  P- ^^9- Q^j^^^^g  abbot  of   Urfpurg,    who   was    with 

them,  affirms. 
vkl.  audores  'Xh2.l  the  Greek  emperor,  Alexius  Com- 
citat.u!:  "P'^'jjgj-jj^jj^  helped  to  occalion  their  defl:ru6lion, 
by  a  fecret  intelligence  he  carried  on  with 
the  Turks,  is  ailerted  by  many  of  the  Latin 
hiftorians   who  treat  of  this  fubjedt.     Nor, 

indeed, 
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indeed,    can    one    much   wonder  at  it,  if  he  ^^  ^  K.  I. 
lb  afted:    for  he   had  reafon  to  be  uneafy   at^~     '       ' 
fuch    mighty    armies     of  foreigners    fo  fre- 
quently    paffing     through     his     dominions, 
which   fome  of  them  pillaged   like   an   ene- 
my's country,  and  where  almoft  all  behaved 
themfelves    with    great    infolence ;    as    even 
their  own  writers  are  compelled  to  acknow- 
ledge.    But  I  do  not  find  fufEcient  evidence 
to  eftablifh  the  credit  of  this  report.     Cer-  V.Ann.Com- 
tain  it  is,  that  he  warned  them   to  take   an-  f ^"f  j^'^' 

'  ,  ,1.  XI.   c.  7. 

other    road,  and    that    their    neglect  of  thisFuicher  Car- 
counfel   was   the   caufe    of  all   their   misfor-  "°^^"*  "• 

-^         ,  r       1  •  1   /-       vjelt.r  rancor. 

tunes,     ror  they  prelently  came  nito  a  delert  Expngn.iiie- 
and  mountainous  country,  where  they  could '■^ii«i-'"bami. 
procure   neither   food    nor    forage,    and  wereQ^j.j^^'yjJ.5^^' 
continually  harraffed,  during  a  difficult  march  1.x.  et. 
of  above  thirty   days,    by   a    great   army   ofj^o'""^' ^•^^* 

-^  r       11      1  -11  r.  04.  fubann. 

Turks,    coileded  out   or    all  the  neighbour- noi,  1 102. 
ing;  ftates,  and  commanded   by  Soliman,  thep.f-Jy^v , 

^  ,.,  r  ^  r    XT-  IT  -  I       hiil.   1.  X.  Tub 

warlike  lultan  or  JNlice  and  Iconium,  wnomd^n^^,^ni§. 
compleatly  revenged  himfelf  at  this  time  for 
the  loffes  which  he  had  fuffered  from  their 
countrymen  in  the  firft  crufade.  After  re- 
peated attacks,  by  which  he  had  coniider- 
ably  diminifhed  their  numbers,  when  many 
of  their  horfes  had  been  killed,  or  were 
ready  to  die  with^  fatigue  and  famine,  and 
when  the  fpirit  of  the  men  themfelves  was 
worn  out,  he  fuddenly  brought  down  all  his 
forces  upon  them,  from  the  tops  of  fome 
hills,  the  defiles  of  which  they  had  entered  ; 
and  made  fo  terrible  a  llaughter  of  them, 
G  3  that 
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BOOK  T.  that  they  durft  not  fland  the  danger  of  an- 
'  other  aflault,  but   fled,    by  night,    in    fmall 

parties,  leaving  their  baggage,  and  all  their 
women    and   children,   with   many  fick    and 
wounded   men,  in  the  power  of  the  Turks, 
who,  much  incenfed  at  thefe  perpetual  wars 
made    upon    them,     by    princes   and    people 
whom    they   never   had   offended,    maflacred 
feme,    and    carried  the  others  captive,    even 
to  the  furthefl  parts  of  the  eaft,  where  they 
remained  without  redemption.     Among  the 
women  thus  enflaved  was  a  princefs  of  Auftria, 
with  many  other  noble  ladies.     Great  num- 
bers of  the   men,   who  had  fled  out  of  the 
camp,   were   overtaken    in    their    flight    and 
cut  to  pieces,  or  perifhed  by  hunger  in  the 
.mountains    and  deferts ;    yet,  as   they   went 
different  ways,  fome  of  them  efcaped.     Par- 
ticularly  mofl  of  the   princes   and  earls  got 
fafe  to  Tarfus,  the  capital  of  Cilicia  ;  where 
they  lofl  the  earl    of  Vermandois,   who  died 
of  the  fatigue  and  hardships  he  had  fufFered. 
After  they  had  paid  the  lafl  duties  to  him, 
and  given  themfelves  a  little   reft,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Antioch.     The  duke  of  Aquitaine 
arrived  there   on   foot,  with   hardly  a  fingle 
knight,  or  menial  attendant,  having  loft  his 
whole  army,  horfes,   money,  and  all  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life ;  which  he  was  fupplied  with, 
in   Antioch,   by   the    bounty  of  Tancred,  a 
Norman    prince,    who    governed    that   city ; 
as  were    alfo   the    other    chiefs,    and    fome 
troops  of  their   followers,    who    had    either 

'  accom- 
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accompanied  them  in  their  retreat,  or  joined^  O^Kl  I. 
them  on  the  road,  after  their  firft  feparation. 
Finding  themfelves  flrong  enough,  when  vid.  auaores 
they  were  united  together,  to  make  fbme*^^'^'-"^^"i?''^' 
attempt  againft  the  enemy,  they  laid  fiege  to 
Tortofa,  a  town  in  Plio^nicia  j  which  being 
but  weakly  fortified,  they  took  it  by  florm, 
and  put  themfelves,  by  the  pillage  of  it,  in 
a  better  condition.  This  city  with  its  ter- 
ritory, which  they  left  in  the  pofleffion  of 
the  earl  of  Touloufe,  was  the  only  advantage 
purchafed  by  fo  much  Chriftian  blood,  in- 
ftead  of  the  conqueft  of  a  great  part  of  Afia, 
which  they  had  propofed  to  themfelves 
when  they  undertook  this  adventure.  The 
duke  of  Aquitaine  embarked  at  Joppa,  an 3 
returned  to  his  own  exhausted  dominions, 
without  any  further  misfortune,  but  dejedled 
with  forrow  and  fhame  ;  from  the  fenfe  of 
which  he  more  miferably  delivered  himfelf, 
by  plunging  deeper  than  ever  into  the  filth 
of  vice  and  debauchery.  The  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy and  the  earl  of  Blois  had  likewife 
embarked  at  the  fame  port;  but  being  driven 
back  by  contrary  winds,  they  remained  in 
the  Holy  Land,  and  were  foon  afterwards 
killed  in  the  bloody  battle  of  Rama,  which 
the  king  of  Jerufalem,  too  raflily  courageous, 
loft  by  his  ignorance  of  the  number  of 
the  enemy  he  came  to  attack.  The  earl  of 
Bourges,  brother  to  Raymond  earl  of  Tou- 
loufe, was  taken  prifoner  in  the  fame  action. 
Nor  had  the  duke  of  Bavaria  a  much  happier 
G  4  deftiny, 
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B  Q  Q  K  I.  defliny,  though  he  efcaped  from  that  defeat  : 
for  returning  home,  after  the  lofs  of  the 
greateft  part  of  his  army,  he  fell  fick,  and 
died,  in  the  idand  of  Paphos.  Such  was 
the  event  of  this  crufade  ;  which  might  have 
deterred  enthufuifm  itfelf  from  ever  forming 
another. 

Neverthelefs  the  fame  epidemical  mad- 
nefs,  after  having  been  checked  during  more 
than  forty  years,  now  broke  out  again,  with 
greater  fury  than  ever,  in  all  parts  of  Eu- 
rope; even  in  thofe  which  had  fuffered  mod 
from  the  laff  expedition.  One  of  the  firft 
who  was  feized  with  it  was  Louis  le  Jeune. 
The  mind  of  that  king  had  been  ftrongly 
diipofed  to  receive  it,  by  the  compuntliou 
and  horrors  with  which  he  was  agitated, 
after  the  cruelties  committed  at  Vitry.  He 
thought  a  crulade  would  better  expiate  his 
guilt  in  that  adion  than  any  other  penance, 
according  to  the  notions  which  almoft  uni- 
vcrfally  prevailed  in  thofe  days.  Therefore, 
when  he  heard  that  Edeffa  was  taken,  and 
that  the  Chriflians  in  PaleQine  defired  the 
luccour  of  their  brethren  in  Europe,  he,  with 
great  ardour,  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
gaining  the  remillion  of  his  paft  fins,  by  the 
merit  of  lighting  for  Chrift's  holy  fepulchre. 
pther  inducements  had  alfo  fome  w^eight 
y.  Otho  Fri-:  with  liim.  |iis  elder  brother  Philip  had 
c.  34, 35,  ^'^^^  ^  VOW  to  go  to  the  Holy  Land ;  but, 
death   having  prevented  him  from  per  form- 

ins: 
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[no-    it,    Louis     imagined    liimielf   in    fome^OOK  r, 
meafurc  bound  to  accomplKh  it  for  him,   be-^       ^ 
caufe    he    had    inherited    the    crown  in    his 
Itead.     He  further  fuppofed,  that  thofe,   who 
implored    his    afliffance,    had  a  right  to  de-  , 

mand  his  protedion  ;  the  prince  of  Antioch, 
and   the   earls  of  Edeflii  and   Tripoli,    being 
all  Frenchmen,  and    the  king  of   Jerufalem 
the  fon  of   one  of   his  vafi'als.     There    was 
fomething    more    fpecious    in    tliis    opinion; 
yet  furely  the  duty,  which  he  owed,  in   the 
firft   place,  to   his  fubjeds  in   France,   was  a 
much  ftronger  bond  to  detain  him  there.     He 
propofed  the  affiur  to  his  council,   who,  find- 
ing he  flated  it  rather  as  a  cafe  of  confcicnce 
than  a  political  deliberation,   referred  him  to 
Bernard    abbot    of   Clairvaux,     whom    they 
thought  the  beft  guide  in  any   points  of  that 
nature.     The  abbot,    though    burning    with  0th.  Frlf. 
zeal  for  the  enterprize,  had  fo  much  difcre-  "i— f^'^/^^ 
tion,  that  he  would  not  venture  to  decide  fo  genii  pap. 
important  a  queilion  by  his  own  judgement,  ^"'"•^•'^""<^*''« 
but  exhorted  the  king  to  be  adviled  by   the^'^^"^  * 
pope. 

Eugenius  the  Third,  who  had  been  a  dif- 
ciple  of  Bernard,  was  then  in  the  fee  of  Rome, 
and  too  well  underftood  the  interefts  of  it, 
not  to  encourage  fuch  an  undertaking.  He 
fent  into  France  a  bull,  by  which  he  excited 
the  king  and  the  whole  nation  to  this  pious 
warfare,  and  granted  to  all,  who  fhould  enr 
gage    therein,  as  full  a  pardon  of  all  their 

paft 
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pafi:  offences,   as   his   predeceffor.   Urban  the 
Second,   had  given  to  thofe  who    had  inhfted 
themfelves  in  the  firft  crufade.     He  likewife 
took  all  their  families,  poffeflions,  and  goods, 
under    his    fpecial    proteiSlion ;    even    forbid- 
ding any  legal  proceedings  againft  them,  till 
their  return  ;  or  againft  their   heirs,  till  their 
death  fhould  be  certainly  known.     As  a  fur- 
ther encouragement,  he   freed   every   debtor, 
who  fhould  take  part  in  this  crufade,   from 
all  arrears  of   intereft    due  to  his  creditors  ; 
and    abfolved    him,    or  his  fureties,    by    the 
apoftoUck  authority,   from  any  promife  or  oath 
that  he  had  given  for  the  payment  thereof. 
He  alfo  granted  to  all  valTals  the  liberty  of 
mortgaging  their  lands  to  the  church,  or  to 
any  other  perfons,  againft   the  great  rule  of 
the  feudal  law  ;  in  order  to,  raife  the  money 
which    they   wanted  for    this  expedition,    if 
their  lords  either  could  not  or  would  not  lend 
it  to  them,   after    due    notice    given.     Such 
were  the  baits  thrown  out  by  Rome,  to  draw 
men  into  this  ruinous  ,  folly  j  and  fuch  were 
the  powers  which  it  furnilhed  that  fee  with 
a  pretence  to  affume  ! 
Ht.  Sugem       Hitherto  no  crowned  head  had  ever   en- 
KiMre^de'*  g^g^^  "^  ^  crufade ;  but  to  enroll  even  kings 
Suger,  Lvi.    and  cmpcrors  in  thofe  armies  of  which  the 
F'  ^^3-         pope  was  the  chief,  and   by  that  means  to 
Suger,  epift.  jn^ke  him  the  protedlor  and  difpofer  of  them 
^^^^  and    their    kingdoms,    was,    undoubtedly,    a 

great    objedt    of    papal   ambition.     In    vain 
Abbot  Suger,  who  was  as  pious  as  St.  i 

Bernard, 
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Bernard,  but  lefs  a  bigot  and  more  a  flatef-  BO  OKI. 
man,  oppofe  this  delign  to  the  utmoft  of  his/       " 
power.     In    vain    did  he    remonftrate,    both 
to  the  king    and  the    pope,    how    improper 
and  how  dangerous  it  would  be  for  the  for- 
mer, who  at  this  time   had  no  child,   except 
a  daughter  who  was   but  four  years  old,  to 
leave  his  kingdom  expofed  to  the  hazard  of 
an  unfettled  fucceffion  :   there   being  yet,   in 
that  monarchy,  no  rule   clearly  fixed  by  law 
or    ufage,    in    virtue    of  which    the    crown 
would  defcend,  without  any  controverfy,  to 
the   nearefl:  heir  male.      Intereft   clofed  the 
ears  of  the  pope,  and  bigotry  thofe    of  the 
king,    againft    all    the     reprefentations    and 
counfels  of  this  wife  and  honeft  minifter,  the 
moft  refpe6table  monk  of  that   age,  or  per- 
haps of  any  other.     Together  with  the  bullGadfrid.^ita 
abovementioned,   Eu^enius  had  fent  to  Ber-  s.  Bern.  c.  iv. 
nard  a  brief,   appointing  him    his  vicar,   tOj^^  °^,^^^^^' 
preach  the    new    crufade.     The    parliament,  p.  1102. 
or  great  council  of  the    kingdom  of  France  ^jj*  Ludov. 
(for  fuch  were  then  the  French  parliaments), apudDu'- 
was    convened,    as  ufaal,  at  Eafter,    in    the  ^^^^fne»  *•  i^- 
year  of  our  Lord  eleven  hundred  and  forty- ^{f^^Jjfjl^-^g 
iix.      The   place,    appointed   for   it   to   meet^eSuger, 
in,  was    Vezelai,  a  town  in  the  dutchy    of  ^*  ^'^*  P' "°' 
Burgundy ;     and    there    the    king,    who   in 
another  parliament,   held  the  Chriftmas  be- 
fore, had  declared  his  delire  of  fpeedily  tak- 
ing the  crofs,   refolved  to   put  it  in    execu- 
tion :  which   being  made  known  to  his  fub- 
je(5ls,  the  concQurfe  at  Vezelai  was  fo  great, 

that 
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BOOK  I.  that  the  affembly  was  forced  to  be  held  in  a 
'       "  field.     A  pulpit   was   raifed  on   the  fide  of  a 

CMout  fupra.  little   hill,  which   rofe  at  the  end  of  a  large 
^emar  epi  -p^^^j^  ^^^  from  thence  Bernard,  after  having 
Gadkid.  vlt.  read     the    letters    of   the     pope,     harangued 
R^^Wif'     ^^'^^^^  much   eloquence,   according  to  the  pur- 
eeclei:  1.  ixix.  port   of  his    commiffion  ;    and    added   to   the 
vehemence   of  his  exhortations  affurances  of 
good  fuccefs,  which  he  threw  out  as  a  pro- 
phet   under  divine    infpiration.     The    better 
to  authorife  his  predictions,   he  pretended  to 
work  miracles ;     which,    together    with  the 
opinion    conceived  of  his    fandlity,   gave    an 
almoft  irreiifiible   force   to  his    words.      He 
had  fcarce  ended,   when  Louis  rofe  up  from 
his  throne,  and  throwing   himfelf  at  his  feet 
demanded     the    crofs    which    Eugenius    had 
CiiTon.  Man- ^-gj^j.    ^^^    him.      Haviup;     received    it    with 

Dacheike,  marks  or  great  devotion,  and  placed  it  on 
p.  38S,  389.  j^is  right  ihoulder,  lie  mounted  the  pulpit, 
and  harangued  the  afl'embly,  or  rather 
preached  to  them,  with  as  much  fervour  as 
Bernard.  The  lermon  of  the  king  had  no 
lefs  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  audience, 
than  that  of  the  monk  :  all  of  them  unani- 
mouily,  with  loud  acclamations,  defired  to 
be  inlifted  into  this  facred  militia.  Bernard 
had  brought  into  the  field  a  great  number 
of  crofles  prepared  for  the  purpofe :  but 
ihefe  not  being  lufficient,  he  took  off  his 
garment,  and  cut  it  into  fmail  pieces,  of  the 
fame  form,  which  he  gave  to  all  vi^ho  alked 
for  them  ;  amqng  whom  were  the  earls  of 

Flandersj 
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Flanders,    of    Touloufe,    of     Nevers,    with^^OOKr. 
mod  of  the  other  great  vaflals  and   peers  of '^       >r— — ' 
France,  and  Robert  earl  of  Dreux,  the  king's 
brother.     The  queen  herfelf,  the  young,  the 
gay,  the  lively  Eleanor,  either   from  a   fud- 
dtn  flart  of  devotion,   or  from  complaifance 
to  her  hiifband,  engaged  to  attend  him  in  this 
dangerous   expedition,   without  regarding  the 
fad  fate  of  the  princefs  of  Auftria,  or  what 
her    own    grandfather    had    fuffered,    in    the 
former    crufade.     Many  ladies   of  her  court 
were  induced  by  her  example  to  take  part  in 
a  warfare  fo  unfuitable  to  them  5  and  fome 
hifiorians  have  affirmed,  that  they  mounted 
on    horfeback,     armed    and    accoutred    hke 
Amazons,  and   formed  themfelves  into  fqua- 
drons,  which  were  honoured  with  the    name  See  Mezcrai 
of  ^leen    Eleanors  guard.      They    alfo  fentY^^i^^  ^°"^ 
diftafts  to  all  the  young  men  of  their  neigh- Hiibire  dc 
bourhood,  who  had   not  yet  enrolled  them-  Suger. 
felves    among   the    crufaders ;    by  the  (hame 
of  which    they    were    driven  to  it :  fo    that 
(as    Bernard    himfelf  teftifies   in  one  of  his 
letters)  the  towns  and  villages   remained  in- 
hahited  only  by  women  and  children. 

Of  all  the  princes  in  France,  or  in  the 
whole  chriftian  world,  none  was  fo  naturally 
called  upon  to  join  in  this  enterprize,  as 
Geoffry  earl  of  Anjou.  His  father's  fon,  not 
yet  of  age,  was  king  of  Jerufalem ;  his  mo- 
ther-in-law was  regent.  That  they  ftrongly 
follicited  him  to  aliift  them  in  perfon,  can 
fcarce   be    doubted;    and   his    refifting   their 

importunities. 
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BOOK  I.  importunities,  as  well  as  the  impetuofity  of 
*"""""  '  that  modifh  zeal,  which  bore  down  every 
reftraint  of  prudence  before  it,  is  an  extra- 
ordinary proof  of  the  peculiar  folidity  and 
flrength  of  his  judgement.  The  unfettled 
ftate  of  Normandy  was,  I  fuppofe,  his  ex- 
cufe;  and,  by  infifting  upon  that,  he  not 
only  avoided  the  evils,  which  he  might  ap- 
prehend would  enfue  from  this  crufade,  but 
fecured  the  dutchy  to  himfelf ;  for,  while  the 
king  was  abroad,  he  fixed  his  government  there 
on  the  firmeft  foundations. 

The  earl  of  Blois  was  aged  and  infirm ; 
which  probably  might  be  the  reafon,  or  at 
leaft  the  pretence,  why  he  did  not  take  the 
crofs ;  but,  that  he  might  not  incur  the  fpi- 
ritual  cenfures  of  Rome,  by  doing  any  thing  to 
difturb  the  kingdom  of  France,  while  it  was 
under  the  protection  of  that  fee,  he  adhered 
to  the  refolution,  he  had  declared  fome  time 
before,  that  he  would  not  engage  in  any  con- 
teft  with  Matilda  or  her  huiband,  out  of  any 
regard,  either  to  his  brother,  King  Stephen, 
or  his  nephew.  Prince  Euftace.  Thus  did 
all  thefe  events  contribute  to  ferve  the  houfe 
of  Plantagenet ;  as  will  hereafter  more  evi- 
dently appear. 

The  frenzy,  which  Bernard  had  excited 
in  France,  rofe  to  fo  monftrous  a  height, 
that,  in  a  great  council,  held  at  Chartres,  . 
to  fettle  all  matters  relative  to  the  crufade,  | 
the  whole  alfembly  elected  the  abbot  for 
their  general,  inftead  of  the  king :  an  ex- 
travagance 
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travagance  which  I  (hould  hardly  beUeve  oiiBOOK  l. 
the  faith  of  any  hiftorians,   if  I  did  not   find'       '       ' 
it  attefted  in  fome   of  the  letters,  written  at  V.  Bernard, 
that  time,  to  Pope  Eiigenius  the  Third,  hy '^;j^^^^^^^^^ 
Bernard  himfelf.     Peter  the  hernnit  had  in-  et  epi^- 
deed    commanded  a  rabble,    that    had  taken  ^"S*=^^'j  ^P^^ 
up   arms  at  the  beginning   of  the  firft  cru-p.  ^n,  * 
fade ;    but  the   deftru6tion   of  all  thofe  who 
marched  under  his  condu£t  was  enough    to 
prevent  even  the  wildeft  fanaticks  among  tlie 
common    people  from  ever  defiring  to  follow 
their   example.     How   very  wonderful  is  it, 
then,  that  all  the  princes  and  nobles  of  the 
French   kingdom,    when    a    king    renowned 
for   his    valour,  and  full    of  ardour  for  the 
caufe,  was  actually  at  their  head,  {hould  con- 
fer the  command  on  a  monk,  ftill  lefs  qua- 
lified for  it  than  the  hermit  abovementioned, 
who,   before   he  retired  from  the  world,   had 
ferved  as  a  foldier  ;    whereas  this  man  in  all 
his    life    had    never    borne    arms.     But    the 
ftrong  perfuafion  he  had  infufed  into   them, 
that  God  was  with  him,  and  that,  like  an- 
other Mofes,    he  would  lead  them,  by  mi- 
racles, into  the  land  of  promife,   made  them 
overlook   his  natural   incapacity,   and    think 
him  the  mod  proper  head  of  an  enterprize, 
to  which  they  believed  he  had  called  them  by 
the  infpiration  of  the   Holy  Spirit.     Never- 
thelefs  he  was  fo  far  from  the  indifcretion 
of  accepting   this   dangerous  offer,    that  he 
would  not  even  take  the  crofs,  nor  go  along 
with   the    army  into    Afia  ;    but    contented 

himfelf 
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BOOK   I.  himfelf  with  executing  the  office  enjoined  him 
^       ^'      ^  by  the  pope,  which  was  not  to  engage  in,  but 
to  preach  the  crufade. 

OttoFriiing.       After  having  fo  ably  performed  his   bufi- 
FreJ^L  Infpe-  "^^^  i"  France,  he  went  to  the  diet  held  at 
rat.  1. i.e.  37, Spire    by    the    emperor  Conrade  the  Third, 
38,39,  40.    '~f]^Q  great  fame  of  his  fan^lity,  and  miracles 
323,'       '    fuppoled  to  be  worked  by  him  there,  as  well 
as  in    France,    with    the    difpoiition    of  the 
Germans  to  receive  him   as  a  medenger  fent 
to  them  from  God,  which  charader  he  had 
the  boldnefs  to  take  on  himfelf,  rendered  his 
fuccefs  as  general   among  them  as  among  his 
own   countrymen.     Indeed    the    infection   of 
this  kind  of  fanaticifm  had  feized  them  w^ith 
fo  much    violence,    that   a    vagabond  monk, 
who,  without  any  commiffion  from  the  pope, 
or    any    pretence    to    fupernatural     powers, 
preached   the  crufade    in     the   cities    on  the 
Rhine,   and   incited  the  people  to   begin  the 
Holy  war  by  a  maflacre  of  the  Jews,  was 
greedily  heard    by   them,   and   not   without 
difficulty  fupprefied  by  Bernard,  after  having 
raifed    great    feditions,     and   occafioned   the 
llaughter     of  many    Jews    in    thofe    parts. 
Happily    for    all  the  reft   of  that  nation   in 
Europe,  the  miffionary  of  the  pope,   having 
iTiore   credit   than    he,   confined   him   to   his 
convent,  and  turned   all  the  fury  of  the  zeal 
he  had    kindled     againft     the    Mahometans 
only.     The  emperor   himfelf  took  the  crofs, 
and  with  him  moft  of  his  vaflals,  except  the 

Saxonsj 
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Saxons,    who  excufed    therafelves   from  anyBOOKl. 
(hare  in  this  expedition  ;    becaufe  they  had         ' 
a  Holy  war  to  wage  nearer   home,    againfl 
the  pagan  Sclavonians.     Bernard   afterwards 
purfued  his  miffion,  with  the  fame  fervour, 
the  fame   arts,  and  the  fame  prodigious  fuc- 
cefs,  over  all  the  Low  Countries ;  and  would, 
in  all  probabiHty,   have  extended  it  to  Eng- 
land,   where   he  might  have  found  as  much 
faith,  as  in  the  French,  the  Germans,  or  the 
Flemings,   and    no  lefs    zeal  or  courage,    ifChron.Norm. 
the  diftraaed  ftate  of  that  kingdom,   and  ^^^^anifil], 
doubt  to   which   fovereign  he  ought  to  ad-  1146J  1147. 
drefs   himfelf,  Matilda,  or   Stephen,  had  not  ^^JT- S^*^""* 
flopped    him    from    applying  either   to   thefubann.1147. 
one  or  the  other.     Yet  fome  of  his  agents,  Prompt;  col. 
or  perhaps  the  mere  fame  of  the  great  arma-  s^Dunelm. 
ment   making;  in    France  and    in   Germany,  hift.  contin. 
drew  in  many  Englifh;    amon?  whom  wereP,'  ^^    ^§"0 

T»  1  T»T  1  1  r         XT  1  ,  lubann.1148. 

Koger    de    Maobray,    earl  or    JNorthumber-odo  deDiog. 
land,  Waleranearl  of  Meulant,  and  his  half- ^^  p^^^S^IJ'^''^^ 
brother,  William  de  Warrene,  earl  of  Surrey.  iJffubann.* 
On  Septuagefima  Sunday,  in  the  year  eleven  ih7* 
hundred  and  forty-feven,  a  general  aflembly 
of  the  French  kingdom  was  held  at  EftaiTipes; 
where  Bernard  having  reported  the  refolution 
of  the  emperor  and  the  ftates  of  the  empire 
to  join  in  their  enterprize,  it  was  deliberated 
what    road    they    (hould    take ;     a    queftion, 
which   exoerience  had  Ihewn  to  be  indeed  of 
the    utmoft    importance.     The    embaffadors 
of  Roger  the  Firfl:,  king  of  Sicily,   who  was 
then  at  war  with  the  Greek  emperor,   Ma 
Vol,  II.  H  nuel 
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BOOK  I.  nuel  Comnenus,  offered  the  king  of  France, 
on  the  part  of  their  mafter,  (hips  and  all 
other  necelfaries  for  the  tranfporti.Mg  of  his 
army  by  fea  ;  at  the  fame  time  exhorting  him, 
not  to  expofe  himfelf,  in  going  by  land,  to 
the  perfidy  of  the  Greeks,  againft  whom 
they  inveighed,  as  having  fecretly  combined 
with  the  Turks,  to  ruin  the  Latin  Chriftians, 
in  former  crufades.  Many  of  the  French 
approved  this  counfel,  and  ftrongly  exhorted 
the  king  to  accept  the  offer.  For  the  length 
of  the  journey,  from  Conftantinople  to  Syria, 
or  Paleftine,  was  in  itfelf  a  terrible  diffi- 
culty to  an  army  fo  numerous,  and  fo  ig- 
norant of  the  countries  which  they  were 
to  travel  over  ;  and  this  difficulty  was 
doubled,  if  their  fufpicions  of  the  Greeks 
were  not  wholly  groundlefs.  Whereas  their 
journey  through  Italy  would  have  been  fafe 
and  commodious  ;  and  from  the  feveral  ports 
of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  or  Sicily,  they 
mightj  in  the  fummer,  have  eafily  palTed  to 
Joppa,  Fiolemais,  or  fome  other  haven  of 
Phcsnicia,  which  had  been  fubje<£ted  to  the 
crown  of  Jerufalem,  by  the  fleets  of  the 
Pifans,  Genoefe,  or  Venetians.  But  this  fa- 
lutary  advice  was  reje6led.  The  chief  ob- 
jeclion  to  it  was,  that  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  tranfport  fo  many  troops  in  one  embark- 
ation, and  that  the  embarking  of  them  at 
diiferent  times  would  cauie  too  long  a  delay. 
As  for  the  apprehenfions  of  perfidy  in  the 
Greeks,  they  were  partly  removed  by  let- 
ters 
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ters  received  from  the  emperor,  but  ftill  BOOK  iJ 
more  by  the  confidence  that  the  king  him- 
felf  and  all  his  army  had  in  their  own 
ftrength,  which  they  thought  fufficient  to 
fubdue  both  the  Greeks  and  the  Mahome- 
tans, though  they  fliould  be  united,  efpe- 
cially  with  the  aid  of  their  German  confe- 
derates ;  not  well  coniidering,  that  the  greater 
their  numbers  were,  the  greater  would  be 
the  difficulty  of  fupplying  their  wants  in  an 
enemy's  country,  or  in  that  of  a  deceitful 
and  treacherous  friend.  They  refolved  there- 
fore to  go  by  Conftantinople  ;  and  this  re- 
folution  was  agreed  to  by  the  emperor 
Conrade,  who  fet  out  firft  at  the  head  of 
feventy  thoufand  horfe,  all  heavy-armed,  be- 
fides  a  numerous  infantry  and  light  horfe  GuL  Tyf* 
confiftins;  of  very  Vood   foldiers.     The  king  J; ^^'- 

. ^/-,,  II-  1  ^  1       Geft.  Ludov, 

of  France  followed  him,  about  three  months  vii.  apud 
afterwards,  by  the  fame  road,  with  a  cavalry  Ducheine,  c. 
equal  to  his,  and  an  infantry  little  inferior  ;5»  '  ?;  8' 
it  being  agreed  that  they  fhould  unite  their 
forces  at  Conftantinople.  But  before  the 
French  could  reach  that  city,  Conrade  had 
left  it,  out  of  impatience  for  adion  ;  or  be- 
c^ufe  he  apprehended  that  two  fuch  vaft 
armies,  when  joined  together,  could  not 
have  found  the  neceffary  means  of  fubfiftence ; 
or,  perhaps,  from  an  unwiilingnefs  to  (hare 
with  the  French,  either  the  advantages,  or 
the  glory,  of  the  great  conquefls  he  hoped 
to  make.  His  deiign  was  to  go  and  befiege 
Iconium,  the  capital  of  Lycaonia^  wljich 
H  z  was 
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BOOK  I.  -v^as  an  open  and  fertile  country  ;    but,  truft- 
"      ^  ing  to  guides  that  were  given   him  by  the 
Greek  emperor,   he  was  led  into  the  defarts 
and  ftraits  of  Mount  Taurus,  towards  Cappa- 
docia,  where  his  army,  being  in  want  of  all 
'kinds  of  provifions,  was  deftroyed  in  much 
the  fame   manner    as  the   former    crufaders, 
of  whom  an  account  has  been  given.     For 
the  fultan  of  Iconium,   alarmed  at  the  intel- 
ligence he  received,  that   almofi:  the  whole 
llrength  of  Europe,   under  its   two   greatefl 
monarchs,  was  coming  againft  him,  had,  for 
fome  time,  made   extraordinary  preparations 
to  relift  them,  imploring  affiflance  even  from 
the    furtheft    parts    of   the    Eaft,     By    this 
means  he  had  colleded  a  numerous    army; 
who,    being   excellent    archers,   all  mounted 
on  horfes   very  a<5live  and,  fwift,  and  all  light- 
armed,  took  advantage  of  the   mountainous 
and   difficult    country   the    enemy    were   en- 
gaged   in,    and    ruined    their    heavy   troops, 
whofe  horfes  were  rendered  ufelefs  by  hunger 
and  toil,  without  ever  expofing  themfelves  in 
a  clofe   fight,    which    they    were   unfit  for. 
Their  manner  of  combating  refembled   that 
of  the  Parthians  againft  the  Roman  legions, 
infefting  the  enemy  with  fhowers  of  arrows, 
and  faving  themfelves   by  flight,  when  they 
were  attacked,   but  prefently  returning  to  the 
charge.     Thus  of  this  army,  fo  formidable  in 
its  numbers,  and  in   the  valour  of  the  men, 
hardly  a  tenth  part  efcaped  with  the  emperor, 
who  had  been  wounded  with  two   arrows, 

into 
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into  the  territory  of  Nice,   then   poffeft   by  BOOK  I. 
the   Greeks ;    where  having  found  a  retreat,  '       "*       * 
and  the  refrediments  they  wanted,  they  flop- 
ped awhile,  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  French 
king,  who,   they  heard,   was    marching  that 
way. 

The  faults   committed   by   Conrade  were 
quite    inexcufable.     He   ought  to    have   fent 
to  the  prince   of  Antioch,  or  to  the  king  of 
Jerufalem,  for  guides,  to  condudl  him  from 
Conftantinople  to  Iconium,   and  from  thence 
into  Syria  ;  and   not  have  trufled   the  fafety 
of  his   army  to    the    doubtful    faith    of   the 
Greeks.      But   if  his    affinitv    with    Manuel 
Comnenus,  whofe  wife  was  fifter  to  his,   and 
the   fair   words   of  that    emperor,    who    was 
fkilful  in   the  art  of  diiTembling,  made  him 
at  tirft   negle6t  this   caution  ;    yet  when   he 
found,    during   his  march  over  the  lands  ofv.  Nket.  l.i. 
the  empire,   feveral  proofs  of  hoftile  malice^'  ^' 
and  treachery  in  the  Greeks,  it  was  a  ftrange 
infatuation,  that  be  fhould  go  on,  in  an  ene- 
my's   country,    without    any    diftruft  of  his 
guides;    that  he  fhould   confult   only  them, 
as  to    the    quantity   of  proviiions    which    it 
would  be  necefiary  to  carry  with  him  ;  and 
that,   even  when  he  began  to  difcover  their  v.  Gal.  Tyr, 
perfidy,    he  {hould   guard    them  lb   ill,  that^^^^'^*^^^^^ 
they  Were   able    to    make    their    efcape    bypra."^' 
night,    and    leave  him  in  the   midft    of  un-^,^^^-  ^uf^. 
known  mountains:    all  which  we  are  affuredg.    '  ^'  '^^ 
of   by  moft    authentic    hiftorians !     With   a 
conduct  fo  abfurd,  it  was  impoffible  that  his 

H  2  armv 
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BOOK  I.  army  Ihould  not  be   deftroyed,   unlefs  a  ftill 
^  greater    miracle,    than    any   of   thofe   which 

Bernard  pretended  to  work,  had  been  really 
done  to  preferve  it. 

But,  while  the  imperial  troops  were   thus 
facrificed    to    the    thoughtlefs    credulity  and 
fimplicity   of  their    leader,    the    French    ar- 
OdodeDiog.  rived  at    Conftantinople.      They    and     their 
NicetaT'l.  i.  king    were  received    by    Manuel    Comnenus 
c.  |.  fevit,9.   with  a  great  fhew  of  kindnels,  under   which 
he  concealed  the  heart   of  an  enemy,   appre- 
henlive    of  their   force,    and    bent    on    their 
rum.     For,  whatever   doubt    may  be  made  of 
the  treachery   of  his   grandfather  Alexius,    it 
is  certain  this  emperor  dealt  moft  perfidioufly 
with    Conrade   and  the   Germans,  who  had 
done  noij}ing  to  excufe  fo  foul  a  proceeding. 
But   he  atled    on    principles  of  political  jea- 
loufy,    and     with    an    intention,    as   Nicetas 
Choniates,  who  was   both  his    fecretary  and 
V.  Nicet.  ut  hiftorian,  declares,  that  the  calamities^  brought^ 
"^^^'  by  his  means ^  on  thefe  arTmes^   anight  be  an  ex- 

ample of  terror^  to  fright  their  pojierity  from 
ever  more  Jetting  foot  on  the  lands  of  the  em- 
'  pire.  In  all  probability,  he  would  have  fuf- 
fered  for  it,  by  drawing  on  himfelf  the  arms 
of  the  French,  if  during  their  abode  at 
Conftantinople  the  injuries  done  to  their 
allies  had  been  known.  But  they  were  de- 
ceived by  a  rumour,  which  he  artfully  caufed  j 
to  be  fpread,  that  Conrade  had  taken  Ico-  ' 
nium.  Ihis  railed  fuch  an  impatience  in 
Louis   and  his  army  to  {hare  in  the  conquellis 

which 
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which  they  thought  the  Germans  v^ereBOQK  I. 
making,  that  they  were  advanced  ahnoft  to'  "^ 
Nice  before  the  truth  was  difcovered  to 
them.  Indeed,  the  bifhop  of  Langres,  ^l:OfoJe^ 
man  of  great  fagacity,  had,  m  the  midit  ot^,^.^& 
thele  flattenng  and  dehifive  reports,  ex- 
horted the  king  to  ma.ke  himfelf  mafter  of 
Conflantinople ;  and  had  fhewn  that  he 
might  do  it,  without  any  difficulty,  or  ri(k 
to  his  army,  by  flopping  the  aqueduds  which 
fupphed  the  city  with  all  its  frefh  water,  or 
even  by  entering  it  at  feveral  breaches,  which 
he  had  obferved  in  the  walls.  The  utility 
of  this  meafure  he  proved  by  good  argu- 
ments ;  and  the  juftice  of  it  he  grounded  on 
the  behaviour  of  the  Greeks  in  former  cru- 
fades,  from  whence  he  inferred  a  neceifary 
diftruft  of  them  now  ;  and  hkewife  on  their 
being  fchifmaticks  and  hereticks.  But  the 
king  was  more  fcrupulous,  in  this  point, 
than  the  bifhop,  and  could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  turn  his  arms  againft  a  Chriftian  prince, 
when  he  had  vowed  to  employ  them  only 
againft  the  Mahometans.  He  alio  alledged, 
that  he  had  confulted  the  pope  on  this  affair 
before  he  fet  out,  and  that  his  Hohnefs  had 
not  dared  to  declare  it  to  be  lawful.  Such  a 
confultation  itfelf  fufficiently  proves,  that 
the  alarms  of  Manuel  Comnenus  were  not 
ill  founded.  Fortunately  for  him,  Eugenius 
the  Third  and  Louis  le  Jeune  paid  a  regard 
to  religion,  as  well  as  utility  :  otherwife  it 
is   evident,    that   reafons   of  ftate   would   as 

H  4  much 
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BOOK  I.  much  have  induced  them  to  begin  and  fecure 
*'''''"~*^    ^  the  conquefts  they  meditated,  by  taking  pof- 
feffion   of  Conftantinople,    and    other  towns 
of  the  Greek   empire   that  lay  in  their  way, 
as  it  did  him  to  aflift  the  Turks  in  this  war 
againft   the   Latin    Chriftians.     Nor  does   it 
feem   at  all  probable,  that  he  could  have  re- 
fifted  fuch  an   army,    if  they   had    attacked 
him ;    efpecially    as    we     are    told     that   the 
fleet   of  the   king  of  Sicily  was  ready  to  co- 
operate with  the  French  in  the   fiege.     But, 
the  counfel  of  the   biOiop   of  Langres  being 
rejeded,   they  pafled  over  the  Bofphorus,  in 
vefTels   furnifhed   by   the  emperor,  who  pre- 
fently   afterwards   made  them  feel  their  de- 
pendence upon  him,   by  forbidding  any  pro- 
vifions  to  be  brought  to  their  camp,  till  all 
the  nobility    had    taken  the    fame    oath   of 
feahy   to   him,   whicii  thofe  of  the   fird  cru- 
fade  had  been   compelled  to  take  to  Alexius. 
The   biihop   of  Langres  preffed  the   king  to 
refifl  this  demand,   by  attacking  immediately 
.   the  cities    of   Afia   which    belonged   to   the 
Greeks :  but  this  too  was  rejeded  ;    and  all 
the    nobles    took   the  oath   required   by   the 
^     emperor,    except    the    earl    of  Dreux ;    who, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  fuch  an  indignity,  led 
off  his   own   vafl'als,    and    marched    forward 
at   the  head  of  them  alone.     The  reft  of  the 
army  foon  followed  ;    having  been  joined  by 
a  confiderable    body    of  troops,     which    the 
marquis   of  Montferrat  and  the  earl  of  Mau- 
nenne,  the  king's  uncles,   brought  to  them 

by 
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by  fea.  Thej  had  paffed  Nicomedia,  when ^O OK  r. 
they  were  met  by  thofe  guides  who  had^  ir— » 
cauied  the  defeat  of  the  Germans,  and  who 
repeated  to  them  the  falfe  report  of  Iconium's 
being  taken  :  but,  as  foon  as  they  came  into 
the  country  of  Nice,  Frederick  Barbarofia, 
the  nephew  of  Gonrade,  who  fucceeded  to  him 
afterwards  in  the  imperial  throne,  brought 
them  a  true  account  of  his  uncle's  unhappy 
condition. 

The  confternation,  which  they  were  ftruck  odo  de  Diog. 
with,  on   receivino-   this  hews,  was  equal  tol*"^;   ^    , 

,  r       r    1     '  r  ■         x      r  rr->i  Ged.  Ludov. 

the  excels  of  then-  preiumption  berore.     They  yii.  c.  8,  g, 
now  began   to   perceive  the    vanity  of   Ber-  fo. 
nard's  predial  ions.     Louis  immediately  went,  j  ^^    ^^' 
with   all    his    principal    nobles,    to  vifit    the 
emperor,    who    was    encamped    not   far    off. 
Nothing  could  be  more  moving  than  the  firft 
interview  between  thefe  two  princes.     They 
'embraced  each   other  with   tears;    and   con-, 
tinued,    for    fome    time,    unable    to    fpeak. 
The    king    was    the    firft,    who,    with    ti:ie 
moft  generous  offers  of  friendfliip  and  affift- 
ance,   broke  the  melancholy  lilence ;  mixing 
Tefpe6t    with    condolence-,    and  endeavouring 
to   make  the  emperor  feel,    that  in    pitying 
his  fortune  he  honoured  his  perfon.     Conrade 
replied    with    a    proper    gratitude,    and    not 
without    dignity  in    the    midft  of  the   pro- 
foundeft    humiliation.     The    firft    refult    of 
their    conference  was  a  refolution   to  a6t   to- 
gether for  the  future.     They  next  confidered 
what  road  it  would  be  beft  for  them  to  take, 

and 
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BOOK  I.  aiicl  determined  to  go,  through  Myfia  ancJ 
Lydia,  to  Smyrna  and  Ephelus  ;  then  to 
turn  eaftward,  and,  pafiinfj-  the  Mieander, 
advance  hy  Pamphylia  and  Cilicia  to  An- 
tioch.  But,  before  they  had  gone  very  far, 
fo  many  of  the  Germans  quitted  the  army, 
on  account  of  the  diftjefs  they  were  In  from 
the  lofs  of  their  baggage,  that  the  emperor, 
finding  himfelf  lett  with  hardly  any  troops, 
thought  it  would  be  a  ffaJn  to  his  lionour  and 
dignity  to  march,  like  a  private  man,  under 
the  banner  of  France.  He  therefore  em^ 
barqued  at  Ephefus,  with  fome  of  his  nobles, 
and  fihled  from  thence  to  ConAantinople, 
about  the  end  of  the  year  eleven  hundred 
and  forty-feven,  propofuig  to  ftay  in  that 
city  till  the  fpring,  and  then  to  perform  his 
vow  at  Jerufalem.  It  feems  very  flrange, 
that,  after  he  had  fuffered  fo  much  by  the  per- 
fidy of  the  Greek  emperor,  he  ifhould  rather 
chufe  to  refide  in  the  court  of  that  prince, 
than  in  the  camp  of  his  good  ally,  the  king 
of  France !  But  he  was  received  there  with 
more  klndncfs  than  in  his  profperity,  Manuel 
being  contented  with  having  reduced  him  to 
need  his  compaffion. 

In  the  mean  time  the  F'rench  army  de- 
parted from  Ephelus,  and  came  to  the  banks 
v.Eplfl.  Sug.  of  the  Masander.  Though  tliey  were  ftill 
Ssri'rlum'i'^  the  hmits  of  the  Greek  empire,  they 
oaodcDiug.  found  the  Turks  ported  on  both  fides  of  the 
1.  V,  VI,  vii.  j-iver;  the  emperor  having  allowed  them  to 
enter   his   frontiers  without   any  oppofition. 

At 
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At  fight  of  the  enemy,  whom  they  did  not  BOOK  I. 
I  expeS,  they  halted,  to  confider  what  courfe 
j  they  (hould  take.  Their  fituatlon  was  now 
■  ve^-y  perilous.  The  provifions  they  had 
brought  were  ahuofl  confumed:  on  one  lide 
they  were  (hut  up  by  a  long  ridge  of  moun- 
I  tains,  upon  which  a  numerous  body  of  Turks 
was  erxamped,  and  on  the  other  by  the 
river,  wiiich  they  were  told  was  not  ford- 
able  ;  but,  after  a  long  fearch,  they  had  the 
good  fortune  to  difcover  a  ford.  There  they 
determined  to  pafs  ;  but,  in  executing  this 
refolution,  they  were  attacked  by  the  enemy 
before  and  behind  them.  The  king  himfelf 
made  head  againfl:  thofe  who  fell  upon  his 
rear,  and  foon  repulfed  their  affault,  which 
was  li':tle  more  than  a  Ikirmifh  ;  while  the 
earls  of  Flanders,  of  Champagne,  and  of 
Noyon,  to  whom  he  had  given  the  command 
of  his  van-guard,  advancing  boldly  at  the 
head  of  their  troops,  got  over  the  water, 
and  vlgoroufly  attacking  tlic  Turks,  wlio 
guarded  the  bank,  entirely  rovited  them,  and 
took  their  camp.  The  French  loi't  only  one 
man  in  this  a^lion,  nam.ely,  Milo  earl  of  No- 
gent  ;  but  many  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
or  made  prifoners.  Probably  the  Turks, 
thus  defeated,  were  only  forae  bodies  of  ir- 
regular and  light  troops,  which  could  not 
ftand  in  a  clofe  fight  againft  the  French  ca- 
valry. Perhaps  too,  not  out  of  fear,  but 
prudence  and  good  condu61:,  their  leaders 
defned  to  avoid  any  battle  with  the  French, 

v/here 
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BOOK  I.  where  the  latter  could  a£l  without   the  ut- 
^"-"'^  inofl  difadvantage  ;  waiting   to   deftrov  them, 

as  they  had  done  their  confederates,  by  fafer 
means,  and  in  fuch  fituations  as  fhould  take 
V.Eptft.Lud.£j.Q,^  them  the  power  of  reiiftance.  Whatr 
ge^ru'm  inter  ever  was  the  caufe  of  this  happy  fuccefs,  the 
Sug.epiii:.39.joy  it  gave  to  Louis  and  his  army  was  of  a 
OdodeDiog.^^^j.  d^jration.  After  they  had  furnifhed 
Gul.  Tyr.     themfelves  with  viduals  and   forage  at  Lao- 

b.'T'r  J      dicea,    they    continued    their    journey,    and 
Geft.  Ludov.  »  -^  -^  S       r 

VII.  Reg.  came  the  next  day,  about  noon,  to  the  root 
c.  12, 13.  of  a  mountain,  the  afcent  up  to  which  was 
narrow  and  difficult.  Their  march  was  in 
two  columns,  the  foremoft  of  which  w^as 
called  the  van-guard,  and  the  hindmofl:  the 
rear-guard.  The  command  of  thefe  divilions 
was  given,  by  turns,  to  all  the  principal 
barons  ;  and  it  happened  that  the  van -guard, 
which  confided  of  more  than  two  thirds  of 
the  army,  was  led,  that  day,  by  Geoffry  de 
Kangon,  baron  of  Talllebourg  in  PoicSlou, 
who  had  orders  to  encamp  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain  ;  it  being  the  intention  of  the  king 
that  the  whole  army  ihould  pafs  the  night  in 
that  poft.  But  this  nobleman  arriving  there 
without  any  impediment  on  the  part  of  the 
Turks,  who  were  not  feen  during  his  march, 
and  finding  that  he  had  fome  hours  of  day- 
light before  him,  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  encamp  on  the  plain,  which,  as  they 
looked  down  upon  it,  appeared  exceedingly 
fertile  and  pleafant.  This  advice  being  ap- 
proved   by  the   earl  of  Maurienne,  he  paid 

na 
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no  regard  to  his  orders;    but,  without  any  BO  OK   i. 
notice   having  been    fent  to   the    king,   de-  '^ ^^— — ' 

fcended   the  mountain,  and,  when  he  came 
to  the  foot  of  it,  marked  out  a  camp,  in  a 
very    commodious    and    agreeable    lituation. 
The    queen    and    all    her    ladies   were   with 
him  ;  and,    perhaps,    a    defire  of  gratifying 
them   with  better   accommodations  was   the 
chief   reafon  of  his    having  committed   this 
fault,  againfl  all  the  laws  of  military  difci- 
pline.     The  rear-guard,   encumbered   with  a 
great  deal  of  baggage,  and  making  no  doubt 
of  the  van-guard's   being   pofled  upon    the 
brow    of  the  hill,   fuppofed    that    they   had 
time  to    fpare    before    night,    and    therefore 
marched  very  (lowly :    fo  that  the  fun  was 
near  fetting,    while    even    the    foremoft    of 
them   had   flill  fome  part  of  the   afcent  to 
furmount.     In   the  mean   while,   the  Turks,  Vid.  auaores 
who  had  kept  by  the  fide  of  them,  at  a  fm all  "'''*"' ^''^'■^• 
diftance,   being   covered  from  their  fight  by 
fome  rifuig  grounds,  were  informed  by  their 
fcouts,  that  the  two   parts  of  the   Chriftian 
army  were  feparated  fo  far,  as  not  to  be  able 
to  afiift  each  other :   upon  which,  with  great 
expedition,    they  went    and   poffeffed    them- 
felves    of  the    top  of  the  mountain,    where 
the  French  van-guard  had   been  ordered  to 
encamp.      Then,    having    formed    a    line  oflbldem, 
battle,   they  fufFered   the   rear-guard    to  ad- 
vance unmolefled,    till   their  foremoft   fqua- 
drons  had  almoft  reached  the  fummit  of  the 
afcent;  and  the  reft  were  far  engaged  in  the 

deep 
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BOOK  I.  deep  hollow  ways,    which    embarrafled   the 
'       "       '  middle   of  the    hill.      Having    thus    drawn 
them  on  to  inevitable  deftrudion,  they  made 
a    fudden    attack     upon     them,     firft    with 
fhowers  of  arrows,   and  then  fword  in  hand; 
which    threw     them    immediately    into     the 
greatefl    confufion.      For,   as    they   expe6led 
no   enemy,    but   imagined    that    the    troops, 
they  faw  over   their   heads,   had    been  their 
own  van-guard,  they  marched  in  a  very  care- 
lefs,  diforderly  manner;  and  many  of  them, 
to  eafe   themfelves    of  the    weight    of  their 
arms,  had  thrown   them   into   the   waggons 
that  carried   the    baggage.     All  things   con- 
curred to  aid  the  Turks,  and  render  the  va- 
lour of  the  French    ineffectual ;    the  narrow 
defiles,    in  which  they  could    not  form   any 
order  of  battle ;  the  roughnefs  and  fleepnefs 
of  the    afcent,    which    made    their    heavy- 
armed    cavalry  ufelefs ;    the    impediment    of 
their    baggage,    which,    being  placed  in  the 
midft  of  them,  hindered    thofe  behind  from 
afiifcing  the  foremoft  ;    and  the  inferiority  of 
their  number  to  that  of  the  enemy  :    fo  that 
fcarce  feven    thoufand,    out   of  above  thirty 
thoufand,     were    able    to    efcape ;     the    reft 
being  all  either  killed  or  taken.     Among  the 
(lain  was  the  earl  of  Surrey,  and  forty  other 
noblemen  of  the   firH:  rank.     Louis  did  every 
thing,   that  a  moit  courageous    general  could 
poffibly  do,   to   encourage    his  foldiers  ;    ex« 
pofing   his  perfon,   and   fighting  valiantly  at 
the  head  of  the  foremofl,  till  he  had  gained 

the 
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the  fummit  of  the  hill ;  where  he  defperately  B  O  o  K  I. 

maintained  his  ground  for  fome  time,  till  all ' "^""^ 

his  bravefl  knights  lay  dead  at  his  feet.  He 
feemed  refolved  to  die  there  too,  with  his 
fword  in  his  hand ;  but  fome  of  his  fervants, 
feeing  the  enemy  begin  to  employ  them- 
felves  in  plundering  the  baggage,  took  that 
opportunity,  and  led  him  away,  almoft  by 
force,  to  a  rock,  where  they  hoped  to  fecure 
him,  by  the  benefit  of  the  night,  which  was 
then  coming  on:  but,  being  obferved  and 
purfued  by  a  fuperior  body  of  Turks,  moft 
of  them  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  reft  put 
ro  flight.  The  king,  in  this  extremity, 
climbed  up  a  tree,  which  grew  out  of  the 
fide  of  the  rock,  and  from  thence  raifed  him- 
felf  up  to  the  brow  of  the  chfF.  Several 
arrows  were  (hot  at  him  there  by  the  enemy, 
from  which  he  was  preferved  by  the  ftrength 
of  his  armour,  and  the  boughs  that  covered 
and  fcreened  him  :  but  when  fome  of  the 
Turks  attempted  to  climb  the  tree,  he  clove 
their  heads,  or  cut  off  their  hands  and  arm?, 
as  they  clung  to  the  branches ;  defending 
himielf  with  fuch  an  obftinate  bravery,  that 
theredofthe  party,  being  ignorant  who  he 
was,  and  afraid  to  lofe  their  (hare  in  the 
fpoils  of  the  baggage,  clrew  off,  and  left 
him.  He  remained  on  the  cliff  the  greater 
part  of  the  night,  not  daring  to  leave  it,  for 
fear  of  falling  into  the  enemy's  poiver.  But 
they,  loaded  with  plunder  and  emb.urafied 
with  the  multitude  of  the  prifoners  they  had 

taken. 
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BOOK  I.  taken,  thought  it  advifeable  to  retire,  when  it 
^•^"—^r-"'^  began  to  grow  dark ;    left    the  French  van- 
guard ihould  return,  and  fall  upon  them  in 
that  diforder.     Nor  were  their  apprehenfions 
ill  founded.     For,  as  foon  as  Louis  faw  his 
rear-guard     attacked,      rightly     conje6luring 
from  what  this  unexpected  difafter  had   hap- 
pened,   he  fent  Odo  de  Deuil,  his  chaplain 
and  fecrecary,    to    try  if  he    could    difcover 
fome  other   path  in   the  mountain,    leading 
from    thence   to  the  plain,    and   go   by   that 
way,  to  inform  his  van-guard  of  the  peril  he 
was   in,   and  order  them  to  haften  to  his  af- 
Odo  de  Diog.  fiftance.      That    monk    (whofe    memoirs    I 
1.  vii.  have  principally  followed)  performed  his  com- 

miffion    unperceived    by    the    enemy :    but, 
having  been   obliged  to  take  a  great  circuit, 
he  arrived  too  late  to  prevent  the  defeat  of 
the  rear-guard,  by  any  fuccours  from  thofe 
to  whom  he  came.     The    baron  de  Taille- 
bourg  and  the  earl  of  Maurienne  fet  out  in- 
deed,   as   foon   as   they   hard   the   news   he 
brought,  with   all  the  beft   of   their   troops, 
and  re-afcended  the  mountain,  as  faft  as  the 
fteepnefs  of  the   afcent   would  permit :    but, 
before  they  could   reach  the  top,  they  met 
the  king.     After    the    enemy    were    retired, 
fome    of  his    rear-guard,    who   had    efcaped 
from  the  (laughter  by  hiding  themfelves  in 
the  caverns   of  the   hill,    happened   to  pafs 
very  near  him.     Finding  them  to  be  French- 
men, by  the  language  they  fpoke,  he  made 
himfelf  known  to  them.     One  of  them  im- 
mediately 
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mediately    furnifhed   hiai    with  a  horfe,    on  B  o  o  K  L- 
which  he  rode  through  the  heaps  of  his  dead 
or  dying  fubje(5ls,  and  wandered    fome    time 
in  the  intricate  paths  of  the  mountain,  feek- 
ing  his  way,   in  the   darknefs  of  the  night, 
without   any  guide,  and  under  continual  ap- 
prehenlions    of  meeting    the   Turks,   till    he 
difcovered  the  fires  of  his  camp  on  the  plain. 
Thefe    ferving  to  direct  him,    he    delcended 
the   hill,  about  the  middle  of  which  he  fell- 
in  with  the  cavalry,  that-  was  coming  to  hisf 
aid,  under  GeofFry  de  Ran9on  and  the   earl 
of    Maurlenne.     They,    with    mixed    fenti- 
ments  of  joy  and  fhame,   received   and   con- 
dueled  him   fafe  from  thence  to  the   camp  ; 
where   his   arrival  difpelled  fome  part  of  the 
terror   which   had  feized    the  queen  and  the 
other  ladies.     But,  notwithflanding  the   con- 
folation   they  found  in  his  fafety,   the  whole 
camp    was    now    a    fcene    of    afflidtion    and 
mourning.      In    every  tent,   a  near  relation, 
or  a  dear  friend,   was   bewailed.     Their  for- 
row  was  aggravated  by  the  great  danger  they 
were  in  of  wanting  provifions  ;   mofi:  of  the 
ftores   they  had   colleded  at  Laodicea  having 
been  taken  by  the  enemy,    together  with  the 
baggage    of  the    rear-guard.       It     was    llill 
twelve  days   march   from  thence  to   Attalia, 
the  capital   of   Pamphylia,    which    was    the 
firft  place,   on   their  road,  where  they  could 
hope  to  receive  any  affiilance  or  refrelhment ; 
and  they  were  informed  that  the  enemy  had 
deitroyed  all  the  forage  in  the  country  through 
Vol.  II,  I  which 


114  HISTORY   OF    THE  LIFE 

^OOK  I.  which  they  were  neceiHirily  to  pafs.  Thefe 
*"~"''^'  '  difficulties,  added  to  the  grief  and  the  ig- 
nominy of  fuch  a  defeat,  raifed  an  univerfal 
refentment  againil:  Geoffry  de  Ran9on,  who, 
by  the  breach  of  his  orders,  had  occafioned 
their  misfortune.  All  the  army,  with  one 
voice,  demanded  his  death  ;  and,  doubtlefs, 
he  ought  to  have  fufFered  a  capital  punifh- 
ment  :  but  he  was  faved  by  the  clemency  of 
Louis  and  the  warm  interceffions  of  the 
earl  of  Maurienne,  who,  being  confcious 
that  he  had  himfelf  a  fhare  in  his  fault,  was 
extremely  follicitous  to  procure  him  a  par- 
don. Indeed  the  relaxation  of  military  dif- 
cipline,  which  was  one  caufe  of  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  fo  many  armies  in  thefe  expeditions, 
arofe  from  the  feudal  government.  For  the 
great  barons  were  accuftomed  to  fo  much 
independence,  that  they  would  hardly  obey 
their  leaders,  who  were  obliged  to  treat 
them  with  fuch  regards,  as  much  impaired 
the  force  of  authority  neceffary  to  keep  an 
army  in  order.  Louis,  having  yielded  to  his 
uncle's  entreaties  in  favour  of  the  culpable 
baron  de  Taillebourg,  took  however  fome 
care  to  fecure  himfelf,  for  the  future,  from 
fufFering  again  by  a  fimilar  difobedience. 
Inftead  of  permitting  all  his  principal  barons 
to  lead  his  army  by  turns,  as  they  had 
hitherto  done,  he  now  conferred  the  perpe- 
tual command  of  his  van-guard,  with  a  fu- 
perior  authority  over  the  whole,  upon  an  old 
officer  of  great  merit,    whom    the  hiflorian 

I  followr 
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I  follow  names  only  Gilbert,  without  giving  1^0  OK  I. 
him  any  additional  title  of  honor.  The  odTde  Diog. 
fame  writer  informs  us,  that  he  was  elededl.  vii. 
by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  army, 
whom  the  king  was  pleafed  to  confult  with 
in  this  affair.  The  condu6t  of  the  rear- 
guard was  given  to  Everard  des  Barres, 
mafter  of  the  Temple,  who,  with  a  troop 
of  his  knights,  had  joined  the  army  not 
long  before  :  but  he  was  to  a6l  under  the 
orders  of  Gilbert,  whom  Louis  declared  he 
would  himfelf  fubmit  to  obey  ;  and  whofe 
dire6lions  that  prince  followed,  in  forming 
a  ftrong  body,  out  of  the  beft  of  his  forces, 
both  horfe  and  foot,  which  he  commanded 
in  perfon,  and  placed  between  the  van  and 
the  rear-guard,  for  the  defence  of  the  bag- 
gage, and  to  fuccour,  occafionally,  either  the 
one  or  the  other.  All,  who  had  efcaped 
by  flight  from  the  late  aftion,  were  now 
come  in  :  but  many  of  thefe  having  loft 
their  horfes,  they,  with  fome  bands  of  foot, 
were  pofted  in  the  hindmoft  ranks  of  the 
rear,  and  armed  v^ith  bows  and  arrows ; 
that  when  the  Turks,  as  their  cuftom  was, 
ihould  make  their  difcharge  at  a  diftance, 
thefe  archers  might  annoy  them  in  the  lame 
manner,  and  prevent  their  being  fecured  by 
the  fuddennefs  of  their  flight.  This  good 
difpoiition  had  fuch  an  happy  effeft,  that, 
being  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  the  firft 
days  of  their  march,  they  not  only  repulfed 
|hem  without  ^ny  confiderable  iols  to  them- 

I  2  felvesa 


ii5  HISTORY   OF   THE   L1f£ 

^    K    I.   felves,    but    cut    to    pieces   a  great    part    of 
their   army;    which  fo  daunted  the  reft,  that 
they   lett  off  the    pnrfuit :    and    the   French 
continued   their  jouruey  in  quiet,  for  feveral 
d  vs.  through  a  moil  difficult  and  dangerous 
count  y.     Bur     though    they  met   with    no    , 
enemy,   ih^  y  iuffered  grie-ous   hardOiips^  by 
the   want    of  provifi  us    for    tliemie  vc,-    and 
their    horfes :     againft    wliich   caLtmity   they 
could  fiiid   no   refource,   but  to    feed   on  the 
latter;  preferving  only  the  befl  and' ftrongeft, 
by    foii  e   Icaiiiy   fup' lies,    wluch    tliey    pro- 
cured, >.t  ac,reat  price,  fiom  tltC  avarice  of  the 
neighbouring    Greeks.     Thus    they,   at  lafl:^ 
came   fare   to    Attalia,  a  city   of   the    Greek 
empire,   but   tributary  to   the   Turks,   whofe 
territories  bordered    upon  it   every   way,    ex- 
cept to  the    fea,    on    the    coaft  of  w^hich  it 
was    iituated.     The    governor   did   not    dare 
to  refufe   the  king  of   France  and  his  army 
admittance :    but,     that     he    might    deliver 
himfelf  from    them  as  fpeedily  as  he  could, 
he   offered  them  fhips,  to  convey  them  into 
V.  ephl.  39.  the  dominions  of  Antioch  by  fea.     The  pro- 
l.ud.adSug.  poiition  w^as  relifhed  by  Louis  and  his  coun- 
cil,   the    palTage    being    much    fhorter,  and 
lefs  dangerous,  by  fea,  than  by  land;    efpe- 
cially  as  the  cavalry  was  almotl:  difraounted. 
It    was    this    circumftance,    which    made   it 
feem     pradicable    to    procure    fliipping    for 
them  ;  men   being   much  more    eaiily  tranf- 
Odo  deDlog.  ported   than    hories  j     but,    after    a   delay   of' 
utiupra.       p^yQ  v/eeks,   the  king   had  the   mortification,. 
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to  find  that  one  half  of  the  number  of  vef- BOOK  I. 
fels,  which  the  governor  had  promifed,  was  '       ^-'—^ 
wanting.     His   army  fuffered   extremely,    by 
the  great  fcarcity  and  dearnefs   of  food  ;    an 
evil,  which  he   feared   would  increafe  every 
day    that    he    remained    in    that    city.      He 
therefore     determined    to   embark    with    his 
nobles  and  men  at  arms,    leaving  his  infantry 
to   wait    till    more    tranfports   could    be    ob- 
tained.    But    they,    being    diftruftful   of  the 
faith    of   the    Greeks,    begged    permiffion   of- 
the  king  to  endeavour  to  force  their  palTage 
by  land.   Louis,  though  unwillingly,  granted 
their  requeft  ;    and  having  fupplied  them,  as 
far  as  he  was   able,  with   money  and  other 
neceffaries,   put  them  under  the  command  of 
two    noble    chiefs,  who  were  willing   to  ac- 
cept the   dangerous  charge,  Archambaud  earl 
of  Bourbon,  and  Theodoric  earl  of  Flanders. 
He  alfo  purchafed  horfes  for   feveral  of  his 
knights,   who,    wanting    room  in   the    ihips, 
were  left  to  go  with   the  foot.     Laftly,   that  Y^'^*  ^^if^o^s 
nothing  in  his  power   might   be  wanting   j-Qcitat.utiupra. 
ferve    thefe   unhappy   men,    he    concluded   a 
treaty    with    the    governor    of  Attafia,     and 
with   an  embailador   of  the   Greek  emperor, 
who    came   to    him    there,    by    which    they 
agreed,  that,    upon   his   paying   to.   them  five 
hundred    marks,     they    Ihould     furniili    him    . 
with  guides  and  a  convoy   of  cavah-y,   to   at- 
tend  on    his   forces   during    a    part  of  their 
journey  ;  and  fufFer  all  tiie  iick  to  remain  in 
KUq  town,  till  they  iliould  he   able  to  bear  a 
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BOOK  I.  voyage  by  fea."    When  all  this  was  performed, 
^"'"'""■■^^™~^  he  fet  fail  for    Antioch,   carrying   with  him 
his  queen  and  her  whole  train  of  ladies.     But 
a  treaty  with  thofe  in  whom  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  to  place    any    confidence    was   a   (lender 
fecurity  :    nor  could  he  reafonably  hope,  that 
this    part    of    his    army    would     ever    join 
him    again    by   the    way  they   propofed;    it 
being  a  march    of   forty   days,   through    an 
enemy's  country.     The  event  proved  as  fatal, 
as    the   undertaking    was    defperate.     Before 
they   had  gone  many   miles,    they  were  at- 
tacked, on  their  march,  by  a  much   fuperior 
^    number  of  Turks ;  and  though  they  fought 
very  bravely,  and  beat  off  the  enemy,  the  Greek 
guides  and   convoy,   apprehending    more  af- 
faults  from  other  armies  of  Turks,  abfolutely 
refufed    to   go   any    further.      The    French 
therefore  were  compelled  to  return  to  Atta- 
lia,   and  with  great  difficulty  obtained  per- 
miffion  of  the  governor  to  encamp  under  the 
walls,  till  fhips  could  be  procured,  to  convey 
them   to    Antioch.      In    this   fituation   they 
were    harraffed    by   frequent   attacks   of  the 
Turks,  with  whom  the  townfmen  perfidioufly 
maintained  an  intelligence,  and,   being  very 
ill   fupplied    with    provifions,    died   in   great 
numbers    by   famine    and   ficknefs.      About 
four  thoufand  of  the  braveft   among   them, 
feeing  their  countrymen  peridi  fo  miferably, 
and    preferring,    as    men    under   a   grievous 
Vid.  auftores  diftrefs  are  too  apt  to  do,  any  other  evils  to 
citat.ut  "F^'^i^Q^g  jj^gy  endured,  attempted  once  more  to 
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go  by  land:    but   they   were   furrounded   inBOOK  I. 
their   march   by  an   army   of  Turks,    who  ^       >.— -* 
offering  to  take  them  into  their  pay,  if  they 
would  change  their  religion,  three  thoufand 
of  them    accepted   that   ignominious   condi- 
tion, and   the  red:  were   made    captives.     All 
thofe  who  had  remained  under  the   walls   of 
Attalia    were     deftroyed    by  different  ways, 
except    the   two    earls,  their  leaders ;    and  a 
few  knights  ;   who,  when  the  army  had  re- 
turned to  that  city,  defpairing  of  ever  per- 
forming the  journey  by  land,  embarked  in  a 
merchant-fhip,    which   they     found    in    the 
port,    and    were   fafely    tranfported    to    the 
mouth   of  the    Orontes,    about   five    leagues 
below  Antioch.     The  king   of  France,  and 
all  whom  he  carried  with  him  by  fea,  had 
arrived  there  fome  time  before,  and  had  been 
received  with  great  honours  by  Raymond   de 
Poidiers,  Eleanor's  uncle,  who,  having  been 
educated    in    the    Englifh    court     by    King^-.^"^-Tyr. 
Henry,  had  gone  from  England   into   Pale- 20.  24. 30.  ^  * 
ftine,    upon   an  invitation    fent   to  him    by 
Fulk,  earl  of  Anjou  and  king  of  Jerufalem, 
to  marry  Conflantia,  daughter  and  heirefs  to 
Boamond  the  younger,   and   niece  to  Meli- 
fente,  the  wife  of  that  king.     By  this  match 
he  obtained  the   principality  of  Antioch,   to 
which  Cilicia  and  Tarfus  were  then  annexed: 
but  thefe  were  foon  taken  from  him  by  the 
Greek  emperor,   John,   the  fon   of  Alexius, 
to  whom  he  alfo   was  compelled   to  do  ho- 
mage for  Audoch.     Neverthelefs,   after  the 
I  4  death 
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BOOK  I.  death  of  that   prince,  he  held  this  flate  in- 
dependent  of  Manuel,  the  fon  of  John,  and 
was  accounted"  the  next  in  power  and  dignity 
to  the  king  of  Jerufalem.     Upon  the  coming 
of  the  French,  he  conceived  no  fmall  hopes 
of  enlarging   his   territories.     Louis  had  ftill 
an  army,  compofed  of  all  the  beft  gentry  of 
France,  v\ho,  being  refreOned  and  re- mounted, 
made    a    moft    formidable   body   of  cavalry, 
and,  joined  to  the    forces    which   Raymond 
could  himfelf  bring  into  the  field,  might  have 
been  able  to  perform  very  glorious  exploits. 
V.Neubrlr   yh^t   prince  had   the  hieheft  reputation,  for 
ItGui.Tyr.  courage    and    military    abilities,    or    all  tne 
1.  xiv.  c.  21.  Latin  Chrifhians  in   Syria  or   Paleftine  :    nor 
was  he  lefs   famed  for  the  talents  of  addrefs 
and  infinuation  ;  which  he  now  exerted,  to 
perfuade  the   French   king  to  turn  his  arms, 
in    conjundlion    with    him,    againft    Aleppo, 
or  fome   other   town,    adjacent  to  his   fron- 
tiers ;    hoping,   that  whatfoever   they  (hould 
conquer  from    the  Turks    would  afterwards 
be  annexed  to  his  principality.     Full  of  thefe 
fchemes,  he  not  only  made   court   to   Louis, 
bur,  by  the  moft   generous  prefents   and  the 
moit  winning   manners,    endeavoured  to  gain 
ail  the  barons  in  the  army,  to  favour  his   pur- 
pofe.     He  more  particularly  fought  to  ingra- 
tiate   himfelf   with    the   young    queen,    his 
niece ;    thinking    that,    poffibly,    (lie    might 
have    more  influence   over  the  mind  of  her 
^^!^* /^r*    hufband,   than  any  of  his    counfellors  :    and 
ipia.      i^g  fycc^£j]e(j  (q  well,  th^t  file  became  very 

warm. 
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warm,  and  perhaps  too  warm,  in  his  interefls. B  O  O  K  i. 
But   Lewis    pertinacioufly   refufed  to  engage*       ^      ' 
in  any  expedition,  till  he  had  performed  his 
vow  at  Jerufalem ;   or   to  take  any  refolution 
concerning  the  plan  and  condii6:  of  the  war, 
before    he    went    thither.      Raymond,    who 
knew  that  the  queen   of  Jerufalem,  and  the 
lords   of   her    council,   would    deiire  to  em- 
ploy the   French   in    other    undertakings,  of 
lefs   advantage  to  him,  was  much  difgufted, 
and     exceedingly    refented     this    difappomt- 
ment.     But  while  he  was  angrily  complain- 
ing  about  it,   and   labouring   to    engage   the 
barons  of  France  to  prevail  upon  their  maf- ^jj^*  ^"^°'^* 
ter  to  alter    his    mind,  that  monarch,  on  ac,  1*5.    ''* 
fudden,  affembled  his  council,   and  commu- ^"^•. '^y- 
nicated    to    them    a    violent     apprehenfion,  *  ^^'*  ^'' ' 
which   he   had   conceived,  of  a  plot  formed 
by  Raymond,   to  take  from  him  his  queen, 
who,  he  fuppofed,  was  herfelf  confenting  to 
the    rape.     All    his   counfellors,     much   fur- 
prized,    and    either    alarmed   at  the   danger, 
or  fearing  to  oppofe  the  bent  of  his  mind  in 
an   affair  of  this  nature,  advifed   him  to  go 
that  night  out  of  Antioch,  and  carry  Eleanor 
with  him,  however  unwilling  flie  might  be 
to  depart,  without   any   notice  given,   either 
to  her  or    her  uncle.     This  was  accordingly 
executed  ;    he    got   one    of  the    gates  to  be 
opened    to   him    at    midnight,    bore    off  the 
queen  to  the  main   body  of  his  army,  which 
was     encamped     without     the     walls,     and 
marched  from  thence  as  haftily  as  he  could 

to 
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BOOK  I.  to  Teriifdlem,     All   we  know  further  of  the 
grounds  of  fo  ftrange   a   proceeding  is    only 
See Pere Dan.  from  uncertain  reports  and  conjedures.    Some 
fubanna  1  c8  J^'^^^   accufed  Eleanor  of  an  amour  with  her 
V.  Gui.Tyr.  uncle.     He  was  indeed  (as  we  are  affured  by 
Lxiv.  e.  21.  ^Yie  archbilhop  of  Tyre,  who  knew  him  well) 
the  handfomeil:  prince  of  his  time,  and  more 
amiable   (till  by  the   charms  of  his  wit  and 
demeanor,  than   by  his  beauty ;    which,  ad- 
ded  to  the  luftre    of  a  great    reputation  for 
perfonal  valour,  might  well  feduce   a  lady's 
-  beart :  nor  was  that  princefs  lefs  capable  of 
inlpiring  than   of   feeling  a  violent   paffion. 
But  one  cannot  eafily  believe  that  he  would 
attempt  to  debauch  his   niece,   much  lefs  to 
take   her   openly  "away   from    her   hufband, 
whofe  power    he  was   very  unable  to  refifl:. 
It  is  ftill  more  incredible,  that  (he  could  fo 
totally  forget  her  own  dignity,  and  all   the 
pride  of  her  fex,  as  to  be  willing  to  defcend 
from    the   throne    of  the   firft   kingdom    in 
Europe,    and    live    with    him   as   a  miftrefs, 
while  another  lady,  the  princefs  Conflantia, 
ftill  kept    poffeffion     of  his    bed  as  a  wife. 
To  make  room  for  her  there,  by  a  divorce, 
was  not  in  his  power :    for,  notwithftanding 
.     the   wonderful  and  moft   fcandalous  ealinefs 
of  the  Roman  fee,  in  that  age,  with  regard 
to  the  diffolving  of  marriage,  the  pope  would 
not  have  given   fo   monflrous  a  fandion   to 
adultery,  rape,    and   inceft,    all   complicated 
together,  upon  any  pretence ;  efpecially  where 
fo  great  a  king  was  concerned.     And  by  di- 
vorcing 
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rbrclng  his  wife,  if  if  it  had  been  in  his  power,  BOOK  I. 
or   ridding    himfelf    of   her    by    any   other  ""^ 
means  more  practicable    and  more    wicked, 
Raymond   would    have  loft   his  principality 
too:  for  he  held  it  in  right  of  his  marriage. 
According  to  Matthew  Paris,  it  was  not  onVld-  Matt, 
ftifpicion   of  an    intrigue   with    this   prince,  ^^"^^'jj^^,^ 
Ikit  with' a  Mahometan,   whom  he  does  not 
name,    that    the    fame    of   Eleanor  fuffered. 
And  Vincent  de  Beauvais,   who  wrote  about 
the  fame  time,  imputes  the  fufpicions,  which ^P^F"^""^  ^l" 
Louis  conceived   or  her  while  he  was  in  the 
Eaft,   to  her    having    received  fome  prefents 
from  Saladin  ;  meaning,  I  prefume,  the  great 
prince  of  that  name,  who,  about  thirty  years 
afterward,  conquered  the   Holy  Land.     But 
I  this  was  impoffible  :    for  that  fultan  was  not 
then  eleven  years  old.     Nor  does  he  alcribe 
her  divorce  to  this  alone,  but  to  a  general 
I  charge  of  incontinence ;  which  is  alfo  brought 
!  againft  her  by  a  contemporary  writer,  of  the 
greateft     authority,    William    archbifhop    of 
Tyre.     Yet  the  latter  has  left  his  readers  asP"K'^>''°- 
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much  in  the  dark,  as  all  the  other  hiftorians  ' 
who  lived  in  thofe  days,  with   regard  to  the 
perfon    fhe    intrigued    with.     Some    of  theE^P^^'^-^'^ 
inoft  eminent  modern  writers  have   affirmed, grandehiftolr, 
that  the  lover,  whom  Louis  was  jealous  of,  J^^*^^^^^  ^.^" 
was  a  young  Turk,   born  in  the  city  of  An- c°difades! 
j  tioch,  and  converted  to   Chriftianity  a  little Hiibire  de 
^  before  this  crufade.     They  call  him  Saladin,  ^'^f^'j /,;;!; 
and  moft  of  them  tell  us,  that  the  queen  wasdeMalthe.  * 
refolved  to  forfake  her  hufband,  and  go  off 

with 
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BOOK  I.  with  this  galant,  by  her  uncle's  advice.     Such 
""^^      '  a   ftory  does    not    feem  to  merit  the  regard 

^Xonor  ^^^^    ^W    ^^^'^    §i^^^^  ^^  it'    efpecially  not 
de  I'hifcoire    being  vouched   by  any   writer   who  lived  in 
de  France,  et  jj^ole  times.     Upon  the  whole,  it  is  probable 
that    the  jealoufy  of  the  king  had  no  other 
pbje£l    than    Prince    Raymond    himfelf,   and 
was  ill  founded ;    having  only    been    excited 
by  fome  youthful  levity  in   the  queen's  be- 
haviour,   and  by    the   warmth   fhe  expreffed 
for  the   interefts  of  her  uncle  ;    or,  at  moft, 
by  an  inclination,   which  (lie  might  difcover, 
to  flay   with  him   at  Antloch,   while  Louis. 
was   in  Palefline,   and   which   he  might  en-^ 
courage,    without    meaning    to  caufe  a  total 
feparation    between    her    and    her    hufband. 
y-p^^-^"'^'This  opinion  is  Vvcll  warranted  by  the  vi^ords 
e.  If  ap?bu-of  an  hiftorian  who   lived  in  that  age.     And 
ciieine.         the  fame  writer  adds,  that  there  were  many 
who    blamed  the  king,    for    having,   by   the 
manner  in   which  he  left  Antioch,  difgraced 
the   royal   dignity:    which  is   alfo  confirmed 
by   the  archbidiop  of  Tyre.     Raymond  was' 
of  a  pafiionate   and   fiery  temper,  and  might, 
Gul.  Tvr-     in    his   anger,  throw  out  fome  hafly  words, 
l.xvi.  c.  27.  which    alarmed    Louis,   whofe  mind   was  li-^ 
able  to  fudden  impreffions,    and  violent  in   all 
its  motions.      But  to  imagine,  that  the  prince 
could  have  meditated,  either  the  rape.  0/  tha 
queen,  or  any  attempt  againfl  the  life  of  the 
kuig,   is  to  fuppofe   him  a  n^adman  :    for  he 
muft  by  fuch  outrages  have  drawn  on  him? 
felf   inevitable    ^eftrudlipn  ;     as    the    whole 
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Chriftlan   world   would   certainly  have  madeB  O  O  K  I. 
themfelves  the   avengers    of  Louis,    and    he'       "       ' 
could  expert  no  affiflance  even  from  his  own 
fubjeds.     In  all  other  parts  of  his  condud  he 
appears   a  man   of  good    fenfe,    and   not   fo 
given  up  to  the  power  of  his  paffions  as  to 
have  been  abfolutely  deaf  to  the  voice  of  his 
reafon.     When    therefore  the   counfellors   of 
Louis  advifed   him  to  carry  his  queen  out  of 
Antioch,   in   the   manner  he   did,   they  only 
flattered   his  humour,  or  were  infeded  with 
a  vain  and   imaginary  fear,  caught  on  a  fud- 
den  from  him,  without  weio;hins:  the   arp-u- 
ments   of  miprobability,    which   oppofed   the 
behef  of   what  he  urged.     Indeed   there  are 
fo  many  inftances,  in   all  times,  of  miniflers 
authoriiing  the  follies    of  kings    from  mere 
complaifance,    that    I    rather    ihould  impute 
this   advice  to   that  motive,  than  to  an  error 
in  judgment.     As   foon  as   Louis   arrived  at 
Jerufalem,   he  wrote  to  Abbot   Suger  a  letter 
of  confidence  on   this   extraordinary  buiinefs. 
It    never    was    pubhOied :     but    the    anfwer, 
which  that    minifter   made   to  it,   we  have, 
and  it  is  in  thele  words;  *«  With  regard   lo^'.f'-^'i^'^ 
''  the    queen,    your  confort,    I    prefume    tODuchefce, 
"  recommend  to  you,    under    fubmiffion   toepift.  57.' 
"  your  own  pleafure,  that  ycu  ihould   con- 
"  ceal    the    rancour    of   your    mind,  if  any 
"  there   be,  till  God  fi-iall  give  you  a  fa^fe  re- 
"  turn  to  your   kingdom,    when    you    may 
"  take  the   moft  proper  meafures  in  this  and 
''  other  affairs." 

The 
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BOOK  I.       The  words,    rf  a7iy    there   he,    indicate,    I 
think,  very  plainly,  that  Louis  had  no  proof 
of  guilt  in  Eleanor  :  for,   had   there  appeared 
againft  her  any  thing  more   than  fufpicion, 
Suger  could  not  have  exprefled  a  doubt,  whe- 
ther he  retained  his  refentment.     And,  from 
all  that  is  faid  by  that   minifter  on  this  fub- 
je£t,  one  may  judge  that  he  did  not  think  the 
fufpicion   well  founded.     He    could   not  fay 
more,    without   dire£lly  blaming  his   mafter 
for  the  fteps  he  had  already  taken  upon  it : 
but  this  was  enough  to  ftop  him  from  further 
a6ls  of  that  nature,  and  to  gain  time  for  in- 
filling into  his  mind  fuch  advice,  as  he  would 
not    have    endured    before    his    paffion    was 
cooled  by  reflexion.     The  effe6t  was  fo  good, 
that  he  not  only  continued  to  live  with  the 
queen,    while    they    remained  in   the   Eall:, 
without  any  open  marks  of  hatred  or  difguft, 
but  had  a  child  by  her,  who  was  born  about  five 
or  fix  months  after  his  return  into  France  : 
which  appears  to  afford  a  veryllrongprefump- 
tion,  that  he  was  not  convinced  of  her  having 
difhonoured  his  bed  :    for,  had  he  been  fo,  it 
hardly  can  be  fuppofed,  that  he  would  ever 
have  admitted  her  to  it  again. 

A.  D.  1 148.      When  the  French  arrived  at  Jerufalem,  they 

found  there  the  emperor  Conrade,  with  whom 

V.  Gul.  Tyr.j^Qyjg^   after  having  ftaid  fome  time  in  that 

SjTX  5»'6*>  ^'^'^y*  ^^  order  to  pay  his  devotions  at  all  the 

7>8.  holy  places,  went  to  Ptolemais,   or  Accon, 

where  a  great  council  was  held,  to  concert  a 

plan 


OF   KING   HENRY   II.  127 

plan  of  operations,  for  carrying  on  the  warBOOK  T. 

againft  the  Mahometans.    There  were  prefent,  ^ "^ ' 

befides  the  princes  and  nobles  of  France, 
two  legates  of  the -pope  ;  one  of  whona  had 
attended  the  eamp  of  the  emperor,  and  the 
other  that  of  Louis  ;  Henry  duke  of  Auftria, 
the  emperor's  brother ;  Frederick  duke  of 
Suabia,  his  nephew  ;  with  many  other  nobles 
of  Germany  and  of  Italy  ;  the  young  king 
of  Jerufalem,  and  all  the  principal  lords 
of  his  kingdom.  After  fome  deliberation, 
they  unanimoufly  refolved  to  lay  iiege  to 
Damafcys.  Their  forces  united  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  take  that  city,  and  they  began  very 
happily  :  but  (as  if  a  fpirit  of  infatuation  had 
feized  all  thofe  who  engaged  in  this  war)  they 
changed  their  attack,  when  it  was  juft  on  the 
point  of  being  fuccefsful,  and  deprived  them- 
felves  of  the  benefit  of  provifions  and  water, 
which  they  had  been  plentifully  fupplied  with 
in  their  former  lituation,  but  found  no  poffi- 
bility  of  procuring  on  the  fide  which  they 
had  removed  to.  Nor  could  they  return, 
when  they  difcovered  the  ill  confequences  of 
•what  they  had  done ;  becaufe  all  the  ap- 
.proaches  were  feized  by  the  enemy,  and 
(ftrengthened  with  barricades,  and  other  de- 
fences, which  had  been  wanting  before.  It  is 
faid,  that  this  error  in  their  condu6l  was 
owing  to  treacherous  counfels,  given  by  the 
nobles  of  Palelline;  who,  havitjg  notice  of 
.an  intention,  in  the  chiefs  of  the  crufade,  to 
•deliver  the  city,  when  taken,  to  the  earl  of 
5  Flanders, 
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BOOK  I.  Flanders,  as  a  ftate  independent  on  the  king- 
'  domof  Jemfalem,  were  ih  much  offended,  that 

they  rather  wifhed  to  have  it  continue  un- 
der the  power  of  the  Turks.  Another  reafon 
affigned  for  it  is,  that  they  were  influenced  by 
the  prince  of  Antioch  to  defeat  this  under- 
taking, becaufe  he  maliciouHy  defired  to  dif- 
grace  the  French  king.  And  a  ftrong  fuf- 
picion  prevailed  of  their  having  been  bribed 
by  the  Turks  of  Damafcus.  But  thefe  re- 
ports were  all  uncertain  ;  nor  (even  admitting 
the  truth  of  them)  do  they  much  ierve  to 
difculpate  the  emperor  and  his  royal  confede- 
rate, w^ho  certainly  fhould  not  have  altered 
the  plan  of  their  fiege,  without  a  more  care- 
ful attention  to  what  might  enfue  from  it,  in  ; 
deference  to  any  opinions  or  counfels. 

The  ill  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize,  and  the 

jealoufy,    which    very    naturally  arofe    from 

thence  in  the   minds  of  the  crufaders,    that 

they  were  betrayed  even   by  thofe  they  came 

V.  Suger,ep.|.Q  jj^f]-^  made  them  unwilling  to  undertake 

Geib  Lud.'    a"y  other.     The  emperor  firft  departed,  and 

VII.  c.  27.   returned    home  by  fea,  without  any  further 

Viikfore  vie  ^-^^(^gj- .    ^^-^^  ^fj-gj-  \^i^j^  ^qi\  Qf  []^g  Germans 

de  Bernard.  ,         t-»  1         i  t         •         i    /-   • 

and  the  French  ;  but  Louis,  defirmg  to  do 
Ibme  a6l,  which  might  ferve  the  Chriftian 
caufe  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world,  lingered 
in  Paleftine  as  long  as  he  could  ;  till  the  fe- 
ditious  cabals  of  the  earl  of  Dreux,  his  bro- 
ther, againft  him,  in  France,  and  the  pref- 
iing   inflances    of  abbot  Suger,  obliged  him 

to 
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to  return  to  his  kino-dom.     He  failed  to  Ca-  BOOK  l. 
labria,  and  from  thence  went  to  Rome,  where  ^        * 
he    very    eagerly    propofed  to  Eugenius    the 
Third,   who   was  ftill  in  that   fee,   the  fend- 
ing of  Bernard  to  preach   another  crufade,  in 
which  he  declared  himfelf  willing  and  ready 
to  join.     This  appears  almoll  incredible  :  but 
the  firmnefs  of  a  hero  is  not   fo  invincible  as 
the  obftinacy  of  a  bigot.     Louis  had  a  mixture 
of  both  in  his  mind,    efpecially  of  the  latter, 
and   imagined  that  the  blood  of  his  innocent 
fubje6ls,    (bed    by    him  at  Vitry,    would  be 
walhed  off  from  his  foul  by  that  of  the  Infidels. 
Even  the   fhame  of  having  failed  in  this  ex* 
pedition  impelled   him  to  another,  wherein, 
by   purfuing  a  different   plan  of  condud,    he 
hoped  to  recover  the  honor  he  had  loft.     But 
other  princes  were  far  from  being  in  the  fame 
difpoiition.     All  Europe  was  full  of  loud  com- 
plaints againft  Bernard.     Two  hundred  thou- 
fand  men  had  miferably  periflied  in  this  cru- 
fade,  which   he    had  encouraged    with   pro- 
phecies of  the  moft  happy  fuccefs :  nor  had 
one  foot  of  land   been  gained  from  the   Infi- 
dels, or  the  leaft  fervice   done  to  the  Chrifti- 
ans  in  Alia,   for   whole  benefit  it  was  under-^ 
taken.     One  cannot    therefore  wonder,  that 
the  public  refentment  (hould  fall  very  heavy 
on  the  chief  author  of  fuch  a  fatal  delulion. 
The  apology,   which  he  made  for  himfelf  in  v.Remardde 
a  letter  to  Eugenius  the  Third,    was  by  no  coniidera- 
means  fafHcient.     He  pleaded  there,  that   he  ^^^"^  ^'^  ^"' 
had  only  preacned  the  cruiade  m  obedience  1.  u. 
Vol,  il,  K  to 
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BOOK  I.  to  the  orders  received  from  that  pope.  But 
^*"~^  ^  he  did  more  than  preach  ;  he  prophefied,  and 
pretended  to  miracles.  The  pope  did  not 
command  him  to  take  on  himfelf  the  charac- 
ter of  a  perfon  infpired  by  God,  nor  to  draw- 
in  the  people  by  falfe  predictions,  to  which 
he  gained  credit  by  an  appearance  of  miracles 
equally  falfe.  For,  to  fuppofe  that  true  mi- 
racles were  really  done  by  him,  in  confirma- 
tion of  his  having  received  revelations  from 
God,  which  the  event  proved  to  be  flilfe,  is 
fuch  an  abfurdity,  and  fuch  an  impiety,  as 
one  would  think  fuperftition  itfelf  ihould  re- 
ject. His  plea,  that  the  vices  of  thofe  who 
had  engaged  in  this  expedition  offended  God, 
and  thereby  changed  the  fuccefs  which  he 
Hft  TePordre^^^  predlded,  is  frivolous.  For  (as  the  ju- 
d^Maite,  1.  i.dicious  hiftorian,  Vertot,  well  obferves)  if 
P- '°^°  he  had  heefi  endowed  with  the  gift  of  prophecy 
upon  this  occafon,  he  ought^  by  that  fuperna- 
tural  lights  to  have  known,  that  they  would  of' 
fend  God,  and  therefore  would  be  pimifhed  by  all 
the  misfortunes  'with  which  they  adlually  were 
overwhelmed,  infiead  of  thofe  viSiories,  which 
he,  as  God's  minijler,  had  made  them  expedi. 
It  does  not  even  appear  trom  the  evidence  of 
any  one  contemporary  author,  that,  during  ^ 
the  Ci'Urle  ot  this  loly  war,  the  enormities 
of  the  Germans  and  the  French  were  lo  great 
as  to  deferve  io  giievous  a  puiiifhment.  The 
piety  of  Louis  was  mod  lincere;  nor  is  he 
accufed  of  any  vice  :  and  Coiuaue  behaved 
himieif,  in  every    refpedl,    like  a  good    and 

re- 
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ieligious  prince;  which  is  the  charader  gl-BOOK  I. 
veil  of  him  by  every  hiftorian  who  has  treated  y^  Gui.  Tyr, 
this  fubje^l.  Their  armies  were  kept  by  themi.  xvii.  c  8, 
in  at  leafl  as  good  order,  and  pra6tired  all 
duties  of  morahty  or  religion  with  at  lead 
as  much  ftri(9:nefs,  as  thofe  of  the  firft  cru- 
fade,  which  had  been  more  fuccefsful.  But 
<5ven  allowing  the  fa6l,  that  thefe  were  more 
vicious,  the  confequences  drawn  from  it  in 
juftification  of  Bernard  cannot  be  admitted. 
His  predidions  were  pcjitive,  and  under  no 
referves  or  conditions.  Upon  the  whole,  he 
had  no  excufe,  but  that,  according  to  the 
general  faith  of  thofe  times,  he  thought  it 
expedient  and  lawful  to  ufe  pious  frauds^  for 
the  advancement  of  a  good  and  holy  defignj, 
fuch  as  he  took  this  to  be.  It  was  very  na- 
tural, therefore,  that  the  many  fufferers  by 
this  fraud  (liould  be  extremely  incenfed 
againft  the  impoftor,  and  againfl  the  pope  him^- 
felf,  for  the  fliare  he  had  in  that  ruinous  en- 
terprife,  which  had  almoft  depopulated  the 
beft  part  of  Europe,  Eugenius,  knowing 
this,  contented  himfelf  with  admiring  and 
praifing  the  zeal  of  Louis,  and  the  ardour 
which  he  expreft  for  another  crufade  :  but 
no  other  was  formed  tjU  after  Jerufalem  had 
been  conquered  by  Saladinj  when  that  mo- 
narch again  took  the  crofs,  with  Henry  the 
\  Second,  king  of  England,  the  emperor  Fre- 
\  derick  Barbarofla,  and  many  other  princes, 
i  as  will  be  fhewn  in  the  latter  part  of  this 
i  hiilory.     He  and   the  queen  of  France  ar-V.  Suger; 

K  2  rived  ^i'^^*^^°' 
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rived   fafe  in  that  kingdom,  about  the  end  of 
autumn,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty- 
nine.     Probably  the  earl  of  Meulant  and  Ro- 
\.S.  Dune.         ^^  Moubrav   returned  in  their  company: 

hilt,  connn.     to  i  i        i  r  r  11 

per  J.  Hagufr.  tor  we   are  told,  that  loon   artervvards  they 
fabann.1148.  }3Qf|-^   came  to   England;   and  that  the  latter 
was  celebrated  above  all  his  companions,   for 
having  vanquifhed  an  emir,  or  prince  of  the 
Turks,  in  iingle  combat. 
H.  deHunt*       g^|-  Qf   ^Xl  the  adventurers,  who  had  en- 
'  feft.  2030.    '  g^g^^  i^^  this  crufade,  none  were  {o  fuccefs- 
Chron.Norm.  fuij  as  a  fleet  of  private  men,  about  fourteen 
£So  mo- thoufand  without  reckoning  the  failors ;  moft 
imch.  Lufit.  of  which  number  were  En^iiih,  but  ioined 
M'^'"1d      ^^    fome   Normans,    Flemings,    and    others, 
Fari  hift.       who  alTociatcd  themfelves  under  feveral  chiefs, 
Portiig.         Qj-  under  one  of  fo  little  diitindion,  that  his 
name  is  not   mentioned  in  the  contemporary 
•  ^H  •  hijftorians.     They  fet  fail  from  England  for 
Ptolemais  or  Joppa;  but  were  driven  by  ftorms : 
into  the  river    Tagus,    juil:    when  Alphonfo 
the  Firft,  king  of    Portugal,    was    beiieging 
Lifbon^    which    was    flill    polfefied    by    the 
Moors.     He  was  much  iiartled  at  firft,  upon 
feeing    this    fleet,    which  he  iuppofed    came 
from   Africa,  or  from  iome  of  the  Mahome- 
.   tan    princes  in  Spain,    to    the  relief  of   the 
town  :  but,  when  he  found   who   they  were, 
his  fears   were    changed  into  joy  ;    he  went 
himfelf  to  receive    them,    and,    with    many 
careffes,  befought  them  to  affift  him  in  con- 
quering from  the  Infidels  fo  important  a  place  j 
which  would  be  as  meritorious  a  fervice  tc 
I  Chrii:i-n- 
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Chiiftendom,  and  entitle  them  as  much  to^OOK  I. 
all  the  indulgences  granted  by  Rome,  as  ma-'  " 
king  war  againft  the  Saracens  or  Turks  of 
the  Eafl.  They  agreed  to  his  reafoning,  and, 
having  joined  their  forces  to  his,  took  the 
city,  after  a  long  and  brave  defence.  Thus 
was  this  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal 
conquered  from  the  Moors,  in  the  year  ele- 
ven hundred  and  for.ty-feven,  chiefly  by  the 
aid  of  the  Englifli  and  Normans.  Alphonfo, 
affifted  by  the  fame  valiant  allies,  made  him- 
felf  mafter,  foon  afterwards,  of  other  diftrids 
belonging  to  the  Moors  in  thofe  parts ;  which 
fuccelfes  confirmed  to  that  illuftrious  founder 
of  the  Portuguefe  monarchy  the  throne  he 
had  been  raifed  to  about  ten  years  before. 

But,  while  fome  of  the  Englifh  were  thus 
maintaining  the  fame  of  the  nation  in  foreign 
lands,  England  was  miferably  torn  and  dif- 
tradted  with  all  the  rage  of  civil  war,  fuffer- 
ing  flill  more  by  that  inward  calamity,  than 
the  Empire  or  France  by  the  crufade.  A  con- Vid.  Hifl. 
temporary  writer  fays,  that  more  than  a  third -^^^^^^^^.^^  ' 
of  its  inhabitants  perifned.  Even  thofe  Eng- 
li{h  who  died  in  Alia,  fighting  for  a  caufe 
they  fuppofed  to  be  holy,  were  not  fo  unhap- 
py as  thofe  who  remained  fpeftators  or  in- 
ftruments  of  the  ruin  of  their  country,  con- 
tending rather  for  the  choice  of  a  tyrant,  or 
the  fuperiority  of  one  fa 61  ion  over  another, 
than  for  any  falutary  change  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

K  X  The 
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BOO K  I.  The  joy  that  Matilda  felt,  from  the  vic- 
tory won  by  the  earl  of  Glocefter  at  Wilton, 
was  quickly  clamped  by  the  news  fhe  heard 
of  the  unfortunate  death  of  Milo  earl  of  Her€- 

Geft.  StepTn.  ford.  After  haviup;  efcaped  the  p-reateft  dan- 
Re^,  p.  g6o.  r  1,-  1  11  -.U 
06?.             b^^'^  ^^  \v2ir,  which  no  man  ever  braved  with 

Gerv.  Chron.  more   intrepidity,   he   was    accidentally    fliot 

fubann.ii43.^j^j.^^gl_^  the  heart   by  an  arrow,   which  one 

of  his  pvvn  knights,  whom  he  took  out  to 
hunt  in  company  with  him,  aimed  at  a  ftag 
that  palled  between  them. 

it   feem.s    as  If  Providence,    by   balancing 
thus  the  fuccefs  of  Matilda  with  this  unex- 
pe61:ed    misfortune    to  her    party,    of   which 
that  gentleman  had  been  one  of  the  flrongeft 
fupports,    meant  to  prolong  the  punifhment 
of  the  nation,   which,   by  an  univerfal  cor- 
ruption,   had  drawn   on  itfelf  the  fcourge  of 
this    civil    war.     The    complicated    guilt    of 
perjury,   faftion,  and   ihamelefs  venality,   lay 
heavy   upon  it,  and   was   naturally  and  juflly 
followed   by  a  general    ruin.     Befides  all  the 
-mifchiefs  defcribed  before,  a   terrible  famine 
Cefl,  Steph.  now  raged  in  moH:  parts  of  England  ;  the  war, 
Keg.  p.  9  I.  ,^^^v|  i\^Q  many  vexations   that  the  people  en- 
dured, haying  occaiioned,  for  fome  years  paft, 
a    failure    of   tillage.     The    fiefli    of    horfes 
and   dogy,    with  other  unufual  and  loathfome 
food,    v^hich  they  were  taught  to  ufe  by  dire 
lieceliity,   became   the    chief  fupport    of  the 
poor;     infinite    numbers    of   them  dying  of 
hunger,    or  of  epidemical    didempers,    pro- 
duced 
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ducedby  bad  nourifliment.     For  though  inBOOKj. 
this    year,    eleven    hundred  and  forty-three,         ' 
the  feafon  was  favmrable,   and  wherever  the 
lands   had  been  tiiled   the  crop  was  good,   it 
was  in  many  places  left  {landing,    and    luf- 
fered  to  rot  on  the  ground,  for  want  of  hands 
to  cut  it  down  ;  becaufe  raoft  of  the  huiband- 
men   had  fled  with  their  families  out  ot  the 
realm  ;    and  others,    having    be^  n    forced  to 
quit  their  dwellings,  had  buiit  wretched  huts, 
in  church-yards,  or  roand  the  walls  of  the 
churches,   hoping  to  find  a  fan£i:uary   there 
againft  the  oppreffions  and    cruelties  of  the 
foldiery,  and  not  daring  to  depart  from  thence 
to  their  labour  :  fo  that  they  not  only  fuffered 
the    prefent    famine,    but  continued  that  ca- 
lamity to  the  following  year.     Thefe   mife- Gefr.Steph. 
ries  were,    indeed,    more  grievoufly    felt    in^eg-F-963^ 
thofe  parts  of  England,   which  Mil  remained 
under    the    dominion    of   Stephen,    or    were 
the  theatre  of  the  war  between  the  two  par- 
ties.    For,  after  the  vidory  gained  at  Wilton, 
the  earl  of  Glocefter  took  care  that  the  coun- 
ties, in  wdiich  his  fifler's  authority  was  quietly 
fettled,   Ihould  not  be  harrafled  by  diiorders 
from  his  own  troops,  or  any  unneceffary  ex- 
anions.     But   of  this   advantage  the   fudden 
change  of  affairs,  which  happened  not  long 
afterwards^    deprived  them  again,  and  made 
them  as  miferable  as  the  reft  of  the  kingdom. 
The  young  prince,   by  whom  Providence  de- 
figned  to  deliver  them  from  all  thefe  evils, 
was  not  yet  mature  for  fuch  a  work;  and 

K  4  m^ 
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BOOK  I.  neither  Stephen,  nor  Matilda,  was  fit  to 
perform  it.  Perhaps  no  civil  war  was  ever 
carried  on,  for  fo  long  a  time,  with  fo  little,^ 
affedion,  or  efteem,  in  either  of  the  parties, 
for  the  fovereign  whom  they  fought  for,  or 
with  fo  much  indifference  to  the  good  of  the 
publick.  It  had  been,  for  feveral  years,  a 
mere  confli6t  of  fadlions,  kept  up  by  the 
hatred  that  they  bore  to  each  other,  by  the 
pride  of  not  acknowledging  themfelves  over- 
come, or  by  the  fear  of  fubmitting  to  thofe 
whom  they  had  injured.  And  thus  it  conti- 
nued, till  Henry  Plantagenet  appeared  on  the 
fcene,  and  till  the  fpirit  of  party,  fatigued 
at  length,  and  exhaufled  by  the  violence  of 
its  own  fury,  began  to  fubfide,  and  yield  to 
a  general  defire  of  tranquillity,  under  the 
authority  of  a  kmg,  who  knew  how  to  make 
himfelf  both  feared  and  beloved. 

After  the   difgrace  that  the  arms  of  Ste- 
phen had  fuffered  at   Wilton,  he  kept  him- 
felf  entirely  upon  the  defenfive  :    but,  during 
the  fpring  of   the  year    eleven  hundred  and 
^^  •  IH4'  forty-four,  he  either  found,  or   made   by  a 
groundlefs    fufpicion,  a  new    and    dangerous 
enemy  in   one  of  his  greatefl  and  moft  inti- 
rrcff i?^''' ^^^^^    friends,    GeofFry    de    Magnaviila,    to 
GervaVe,  et     whom,  With  Other  grants,   he  had  given  the 
Huntingdon,  earldom  of  Effex.     This  nobleman  had  been 
Gc'i^'stepti'!*  always   attached  to  his  fervice  ;  and  no  other 
Keg.  p. 963,  was  more  capable  of  ferving  him   well:  fop 
9^'t-  he  had  a  moft   intrepid  courage,  and  an   un- 

derilanding    which    conduded   that   courage 

With 
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with  prudence;  great  Ikill  in  the  art  of  war, BOOK  I, 
and  no  lefs  fagacity  in  matters  of  ftate.     His'       ^ 
morals  were  perfedly  fuitable  to  the  times. 
He  regarded  the  king  more  than  the  publick, 
and  his  own  interefi;  more  than  the  king ;  was 
utterly    void    of    religion,    and    had  a   heart 
fteeled  by  nature  againll:  any  tender  checks  of 
humanity.     Thus  qualified  to  advance  him- 
felf  in  civil  commotions,  he  gained  the  higheft 
rank  in  the  army  of  Stephen,  and  a  principal 
ihare   of  the  government ;    ading  as  his  lieu- 
tenant over  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  wherein 
the  power  of  that  prince  was  acknowledged. 
The  fuperiority  of  his  genius  gave  him  fuch 
an  afcendant,   that  his    commands,   in   moft 
places,  were   better  obeyed  than  his  mafter's. 
But  fome  unkindnefs  had  arifen  between  him 
and  the  queen,   occafioned  by  his   detaining 
the  princefs  Conftantia,  efpoufed  to  Euftace, 
in   the  Tower  of  London,  of  which  he  was 
governor,   when   fhe  was  defirous  to  remove 
her  from  thence:    which   he  did,  either  to 
keep  fo  important  a  charge  in  his  own  hands, 
or  from  an  opinion  that  he  could  not  be  jufli- 
£ed   in   letting  her  depart  from   that   place, 
where  the  king  had  been  pleafed  to  lodge  her 
"under  his    care,   without   having  an   exprefs 
command  from  hiaifelf.    This  feems  the  moft 
probable;  becaufe,    upon   receiving    an   order 
from  him,  he  gave  her  up.     And  though,   in 
the  defperate   ftate   of  Stephen's  affairs  after 
the  battle  of  Lincoln,  he,  with  all  the  other 
Aoblemei>   whp    ferved    that    prince,    except 

William 
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BOOK  I.  William    of   Ipres,     fubmitted    to    Matilda^ 
^^""^    "^  and  not  only    was  confirmed  by   her  in  his 
earldom,  but   received   additional   favours  (as 
appears   by  two  charters   granted  to  him  that 
'     year);    yet   he  foon  left  her,  and  returned  to 
|;he    party   of   the    king,    who   continued   to 
employ  him  in  pofts  of  the  higheft   truft  for 
more  than  three  years.    Neverthelefs,  he  now 
pave  ear  to  fome  of  his  favourites,  who  en- 
vied  this  great  earl,  and   fuggefted  fufpicions, 
as  if,  befides  his  having  arrogantly  ufurped  to 
himfelf  too  large  a  ihare  of  fovereign  power, 
to  the   apparent  difhonour    of  the   king,   he 
meant  to  betray  him  to  the  emprefs.     It  does 
not   appear,  tliat  theie  was  any  evidence  of 
fuch  an  intention  in  him,  except  popular  ru- 
mours,  and  the   remeuibrance  of  the  dilpute 
between  him   aiid   the  queen,  which  was  re- 
vived  at   tjiis  time,  and   helped  to  exafperate 
his  mafter  againft  him.     While  he  attended 
the  court  of  that  prince  at  St.  Albans,  in  a 
parliamentary  council,    he  was,  without  legal 
procefs,    upon    a  general    charge   of  trealon 
brought  againft  him  by  fome  of  the   barons, 
thrown  into  prifon,  and   threatened   with  an 
ignominious  death  on  a  gibbet,  if  he  did  not 
give  up   to  the   king  the  Tower  of  London, 
and  his  caftles  of  Walden  and  Plefliy  in  Ef- 
fex.     He    could  hardly  be   induced,    by   the 
terrors  of  death,    to  fubmit   to  thefe  condi- 
.  tions,  impofedupon  him  fo  roughly,  and  with 
fo  much  diflionour  ;  but,  being  overcome   by 
the  perfuafipns  of   fome   of   his  friends,   he 
6  yielded 
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yielded  at  laft,  and  was  releafed  :  after  which  BOOK  I. 
he  very  fooii  declared  for  Matilda,  as  Stephen  Vid.  auftore's 
had  certainly  great  caufe  to  exped.     The  ca- chat,  utiupra. 
bal  of  his  enemies  in  the  court  of  that  king, 
who,  by  driving  him  out   of  it,  had   ferved 
their  own   purpofes,  faw  this  with  pleafure : 
but  the  party  in  general  was  greatly  alarmed 
at  it,   expelling  much   mifchief  from  a  man 
of  his  abihties,  fo  highly  provoked,  and  then 
fet  at    liberty  to    purfue    his    revenge.      His 
aftions   juftified   thefe    apprehenfions.      For, 
belides    his    own    vaflals,    he    now   gathered 
about  him,  from  all  parts  of  England,  a  band 
of  robbers  and   outlaws,  who  were  then  very 
num.erous,  both  from  the  licentioufnefs  an4 
the   mifery  of  the  times  ;    and,  having   thus 
formed   a  confiderable   army,    he  maintained 
it  by  pillaging  rehgious  houfes  and  churches, 
and  by  all  other  ads   of  violence,  rapine,  and 
cruelty,  that  men  fo  hardened  in   wickednefs 
could  commit.     The  town  of  Cambridge  was 
facked  by  them,    and    the    country  about  it 
laid   wafte,    before    Stephen   could   come  up 
with    forces    fufficient  to  make  head  againft 
them.     At   his   approach,   the  earl  of   Eflex 
retired   from   Cambridge  to  the  neighbouring 
fens;  whither  the  king  durft  not  purfue  him, 
but    contented   himfelf  with    only    building 
fome  caftles,  in  order  to  check  his  incurlions; 
and  then  returned^     While  he  was  employed 
in  other  parts,    the   earl   made  a  furious  at- 
tack on  thofe   caftles  ;    Hugh  Bigot,  earl  of 
Norfolk,    confederating    with    him  in   that 

attempt. 
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BOOK  I.  attempt.  It  feems  very  furprifing,  that  this 
lord,  by  whofe  teftimony,  falfely  and  cor- 
ruptly giverij  Stephen  had  been  affifted  te 
gain  the  crown,  and  who  had  therefore  rea- 
fon  to  think  himfelf  irreconcileably  ill  with 
Matilda,  fhouid  take  a  part  fo  repugnant  to 
all  his  former  condu<5l.  I  find  no  caule  af- 
iigned  for  it  in  any  hiftorian  :  but  thofe  times 
were  much  accuftomed  to  levities  of  this 
kind;  the  barons  changing  fides,  upon  the 
leafl  dlfcontent,  without  any  fenfe  of  fhame ; 
and  the  very  idea  of  loyalty  feeming  to  be 
ettaced  from  molt  of  their  minds.  It  appears, 
indeed,  that  Hugh  Bigot  intended  rather  to 
ad:  aga'mjl  Stephen  than  for  Matilda  ;  keeping 
himielf  in  a  ftate  of  independence,  within 
the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  where 
his  chief  power  lay.  Perhaps  the  earl  of 
Efiex  might  have  the  fame  vie\\s;  for,  as 
that  nobleman  neither  went  to  the  court  of 
Matilda,  nor  received  from  her  any  new  con- 
lirmation  of  the  grants  which  (he  had  made 
to  him  before,  and  which  he  had  forfeited 
by  returning  to  Stephen,  it  looks  as  if  he 
had  never  negociated  with  her  after  that 
time,  and  as  if,  even  now,  (lie  was  not  cor- 
dially reconciled  to  him,  but  diflrufted  and 
dehred  to  keep  him  at  a  diflance.  In  that 
cafe  he  would  naturally  fall-in  with  the  plan 
purfued  by  Hugh  Bigot ;  and,  when  joined 
together,  they  might  hope  to  form  a  third 
party,  which  would  become  ftrong  enough 
to  overpower   both  the  otherSj  or  at  leail:  to 

turn 
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turn  the   fcale  in  favour  of  that  to  which  it  BO  OK   r. 
finally   fhould    incline.     Several    reafons  in- 
duce   me    to   believe,    that  this    proje6t  was 
concerted  between  the  two  earls  ;    but  it  was 
defeated   before   it  came  to  maturity  by  one 
of  thofe    accidents  which  blafl  at  once  the 
fairefl:  hopes,  and  overturn  the  beft-Iaid  de- 
figns   of  ambition.     While  the  earl  of  Effex 
w^as   befieging  one  of  the  cafiles  near  Cam- 
bridge, w^hich  Stephen  had  erecled,  and   after 
he   had    made    a    fuccefsful     attack,    which 
brought   him  very   nigh   to  the   foot  of  the 
rampart,  the  weather  being  hot,  and  think- 
ing himfelf  fecure   from   any  danger  (as  he 
was  in  the  midft  of  his  own  troops,  and  the 
enemy  was   retired   within  the   caille-walls), 
he  took  off  his  helmet,  to  breathe  with  more 
liberty.     But    he    Vv^as    obferved    by    a   foot- 
foldier  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  who,  (hoot- 
ing an  arrowy  from  a  loop-hole  of  the  caftle, 
againft  his   bare   head,   gave   him   a  wound, 
that  did  not  pierce,  but  razed  the  IkuU-bone. 
He  thought  lightly  of  it,  and    continued   to 
attend   the   operations   of  the    fiege,   till,  by 
his  negled,  it  proved  mortal.     The  manner 
of  his  death  gave  the  clergy  occafion  to   im- 
pute it  to  an  extraordinary  judgement  of  God; 
becaufe    he    had    been    excommunicated    on 
account  of  the  facnleg-es  which   he  and   his 
troops  had  committed.     They  availed  them- 
felves    alfo    of  fome     other     like    accidents, 
which   happened  to  other   barons,    who,    for 
the    fame    offences,   had    incurred  the  fame 

cenfures. 
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BOOK  I.  cenfures.     Indeed    they   greatly    wanted  the 
help  of  fuch   terrors,  to  preferve  them  from 
I     the   rapine  and   outrages  of  the  foldiery  ;   for 
the  reftraining  of  which,  a  decree  had  lately 
H.  Huntingd.  been  made,  in   a  legatine   fynod,  which  the 
i-ubann.i44.|3J^Qp  of  Winchefter  held  at  London  in  the 
prefence  of  Stephen,   that   whofoever   fhould 
do  any  violence  to  an  ecclefiaflic,  (hould  not 
be  abfolved    but  by  the   pope   himfelf,    and 
not   even   by  him,   unlefs  it  were  h  his  pre^ 
fence;    that  is,  all  fuch  otienders  were  forced 
to  go  to  Rome   for  a  pardon.     Thus    did   the 
clergy  endeavour  to  defend  their  perfons  and 
goods,   by  fpiritual  arms,   and   by  the  influ^ 
ence    of    popular    fuperftitions,    againll:    the 
danger  of  the  times,  when  all  other  means 
had   proved   ineffedlual.     And    we    are    told., 
Cfeff.  Stepii.  that  it  was  of  ufe  to  them.     But   a  contem- 
i^eg.  p.  1,62.  pQpjjjy    writer  fays,  that    greater    barbarities 
were    committed,     by    fome    of  the   bifliops 
themfelves,    in  oppreiling    their    neighbours^ 
and  forcibly  taking  from   them  their  money 
and  efFe<Sls,  than  by  any  of  thole  whom  they 
threatened  with  divine  vengeance.     Moft  of 
them,  according  to  the  account  of  that  au^ 
thor,    but  more   particularly  the   bithops   of 
Winchefter,  Lincoln,  and  Chefter,  were  fre- 
quently   feen   in    arms,    like    the    temporal 
barons,  going  out  upon  parties  with  an  extra- 
ordinary oftentation  of  military  pomp,  ma- 
roding    and  pillaging  the   country  all  round 
their  epifcopal   cailles,    and  even  taking  for 
ihemfeives  a  fliare  of  the  plunder.     If  any 

perfoa 
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perfon    of   condition    fell   into    their  hands,BOOK  I. 

they  immediately  threw  him  into  a  dungeon,' --— -* 

and,  by  the  moft  horrible  torments,  extorted 
from  him  an  immoderate  ranfom.  It  is  no 
wonder,  that,  from  beholding  fuch  examples 
in  their  paftors,  the  people  (hould  fuppofe, 
that  religion  and  morality  had  little  or  no 
connexion  the  one  with  the  other,  and  that 
fuch  an  opinion  fhould  produce  an  univerfal 
depravity. 

The  military  operations  of  the  year  eleven  A.  D.  1146. 
hundred  and  forty-five,  after  the  death  of  the  Geft.  Steph. 
earl  of  Eflex,  produced  no  events    coniider- ^.^S- P*  967« 
able   enough  to  be  particularly   dwelt   upon Huntm'giloa, 
here  :   but  in  the  following  fpring  there  hap-'-  ^'^'^'  i"'^ 
pened   an    adlion   of  very   great   importance,  ^"^bri'infis 
The   earl   of  Glocefter    had    built    a  ftrong fub eod, -ann. 
caftle  at  Faringdon,  to  check  the  excurfions 
of  the  enemy's  horfemen    from    the  city  of 
Oxford,  and  left  a  garrifon  there,  which  was 
able  to  reftrain,  not  only  that  of  Oxford,   but 
all  the  other  which  belonged  to  feveral  caftles, 
held  for  the  king  in  thofe  parts,  and  ftrait- 
ened   them    in  fuch  a  manner,    as   to  make 
them    apprehenfive    of  wanting  fubfiftence  ; 
for  moft  of  them  were  nourifhed  by  the  plun- 
der of  the  country,   and   many  had  no  other 
pay.     This   Stephen   found  of  fo  much  pre- 
judice to   him,   that   he  came,   with  all  the 
bell:   of  his   forces,    to    befiege   this    trouble- 
fome  fort.     But,    left    the  earl   of  Gloceller 
fhould    attempE   to   relieve  it,  he  threw    up 

lineSj 
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BOOK  I.  lines,  to  fecure  his  army;  and  then,  making 
"  ufe  of  all  the  battering    engines    that    were 

known  to  the  military  art  of  thoie  times,  he 
carried  on  his  atttacks  with  great  alacrity  and 
good-condudt.  The  garrifon  made  a  brave 
defence,  and  much  blood  was  fhed  on  both 
lides  ;  but,  at  length,  the  governor  and  the 
principal  officers,  apprehending  that  they 
might  be  feverely  treated  by  Stephen,  if  the 
place  {hould  in  the  end  be  taken  by  ftorm, 
refolved  to  capitulate ;  and,  without  the  con- 
fent  or  knowledge  of  the  foldiers,  who  were 
defirous  to  hold  out  much  longer,  opened 
the  gates,  and  yielded  themfelves,  with  their 
whole  garrifon,  prifoners  of  war,  upon  no  bet- 
ter condition,  than  that  the  knights,  or  men 
at  arms,  iliould  be  fet  free,  upon  paying  their 
ranfom. 

During  the  fiege,  the  earl  of  Gloceder  had 
advanced    to    obfervc    the    king's    entrench- 
ments,  with   fuch   a   body  of  troops  as   he 
could  collect ;    but,  finding  them  very  flrong,   l 
he  durft  not  attack  them  without  a  greater  j 
army  j  and,  while  he  was  drawing  his  friends  . 
together,  which,   from  his  confidence  in  the., 
valour  of  the   garrifon,  he  thought  he  had 
time  to  do,  the  place  was  furrendered.     This 
was  the  worft  difgrace  that  had  ever  befallen 
him  ;  for,  though  his  troops  had  been  beaten, 
his  officers  never  before  had  ffiewn  any  bale- 
nefs ;    and  thefe  were  forae  in  whom  he  had 
placed  a  fpecial  truft.     The  reputation  of  the 
^  king  was  fo  increafed,  and  his  afi-airs  were 

fo 
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fo  mended,  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms  in  thlsBOOK  I. 

attempt,   that  Matilda's    adherents    began    to' ""^"^ 

think  her    party    could  not  poffibly    fupport 
itfelf  long  ;  which  opinion   alone   was  fuffi- 
cient  to  undo  hef.     A   great  defertion   from 
her    immediately    followed.     Even    fome    of 
thofe  friends,  upon    whofe  zeal  and  attach- 
ment fhe  believed  that  (he  had  reafon  to  depend 
moft  fecurely,   forfook   her  now.     The  earl 
of  Cherter  himfelf,  her  brother's  fon-in-law, 
on  ^  whom   fhe  had   conferred    extraordinary 
obligations,     and    whofe    animofity    againft 
Stephen  had  been   of  late  more  furious  than  Oeft.  Steph. 
ever,  came  to  that  prince  as  a  fuppliant ;  and,  R^.^-  P-  9^4. 
exprefTing  great  forrow  for  what  he  had  ^oi^Qtll\^^i ^t 
to  offend  hjm,  obtained  his  pardon.  Neubrigenf, 

This  was  a  mighty  advantage  to  the  king  ;^"^ ^5""-'' 45- 
for  one  third  of  the  kingdom  was  actually  in^'"^  * 
the  power  of  that  great  earl,  and  fome  of  his 
eftates  were  fo  fituated,  that  they  broke  and 
divided  all  which  remained  to  Matilda.  To 
prove  his  fincerity,  and  merit  the  favour  of 
the  fovereign  he  returned  to,  he  attended  on 
him  in  perfon,  with  three  hundred  knights, 
the  flower  of  his  vaflals,  at  the  fiege  of  the 
town  of  Bedford;  greatly  affifted  him  ia 
taking  that  place,  which  had  held  out  againft 
him  from  the  beginning  of  the  war ;  and  did 
him  other  good  fervices,  fuch  as  would  have 
gained  his  affedion  and  confidence,  if  affec- 
tion and  confidence  could  be  given  to  one, 
who,  unprovoked  by  any  injury,  changes  his 
party  upon  a  decline    of   its    fortune.     Se- 

VoL.  II.  L  duced 
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BOOK   I.  duced  by    his    example,    and  by  the  general) 

' ^-'— ^  opinion  of   the    luperiorlty    which  the  king, 

had  now    gained,    even  the  younger  Ion  of 
the  earl  of  Glocefter  went  off  from  the  em- 
prefsy  and,  having  obtained  good  terms   from- 
Stephen,  who  paid  him  in  proportion  to  the 
enormity  of  his  treafon,  made  war  upon  her 
as  (liarpiy  as  the  worft   of  her  enemies.     He 
did  not  even  refpedl  his  father's  lands ;  but 
ravao-ed  and  laid   them  waile   in  a  mod  bar- 
barous manner,  as  if  he  defn-ed  to  dillinguilh 
bis  zeal  for  the  fervice  of  his  new  mafter   by 
a  fury   approaching   to  parricide  ;  a  (hocking 
inftance,   how   far,  in  thofe  execrable  times, 
ambition  and  interefl:  prevailed  over   all  the 
ties   of  duty   and   nature  !  It   happened   foon 
afterv/ards,  that  Reginald   earl  of  Cornwall, 
his    father's  half-brother,  was  fent    plenipo- 
tentiary from  Matilda  to   Stephen,   in   order 
Yid.  auftorosj-Q  ^^^.^^.^  ^f  ^  peace  between  them  ;  and,   as  he 
dtauutfupra.^^^^^  on  his  journey,  this   young  lord  inter- 
cepted  and  took  him   prifoner,  with  all  his 
attendants.     Stephen,  who-,  had  given  a  fafe 
conduct  to  the  earl,   was  much   offended,  and 
inftantly    commanded    him    to    be    releafed  : 
but  it  was  not  without  difficulty,   and   after 
many   repeated   orders,   that  he   was   obeyed. 
As  for  the  treaty,  it  ioon   broke  oflr,    without 
fuccefs  ;     Matddd    demanding     the    kingdom 
from   Stephen,   and  he  refufmg  to  refign  the 
leafc  pait   of  it  to   her   on  any   terms.     Her 
demand   was   indeed  extravagant  in  her   pre- 
lent  fituaLion.     For  the  death  of  the  earl  of 

Hqreford, 


OF    KING    HENRY    II.  147^ 

Hereford,  the  fhameful  furrender  of  Faiing-BOOK  I. 
don  caftle,  the  lofs  of  Bedford,  and,  above 
all,  the  defe£rion  of  the  earl  of  Chefter,  iuc- 
ceeded  by  that  of  the  earl  of  Gloceiler's 
own  fon,  had  greatly  weakened  her  party. 
It  feemed  on  all  tides  to  be  breaking  and 
falling  to  ruin.  The  earl  of  Glocefter  alone 
remained  immoveably  fixed  on  the  firm  bafis 
of  virtue,  amldft  the  (I'locks  of  this  revolu- 
tion. The  more  ft"ongly  Stephen's  power 
and  fortune  prevailed,  the  more  -courageouriy 
did  his  great  fpirit  oppofe  itfelf  to  them,  and 
endeavour  to  lupply,  by  its  own  fnigle  force, 
all  that  the  levity  and  perfidy  of  his  friends, 
or  the  difaftrous  events  of  Vv^ar,  had  taken 
from  Matilda.  As  no  intereHed  complai- 
fance  could  ever  induce  him  to  flatter  her 
paffions,  fo  neither  could  any  profpecl  of  ad- 
vantage entice,  nor  any  refentment  provoke 
him,  to  abandon  her  lervice.  He  faw  her 
difregard  and  reje6t  his  good  counfels ;  hd 
law  her  deftroy,  by  her  infolence  and  per- 
verfenefs,  the  advantages  he  had  gained  tcr 
her,  and  the  wife  fchemes  he  had  formed  to 
eftabli(h  her  power ;  yet  he  continued  to 
fupport  her,  correfting  by  his  prudence  the 
effefts  of  her  folly,  and  oppofing  by  his 
courage  the  dangers  (lie  brought  upon  herfelf 
and  her  friends.  But,  with  all  his  abilities, 
he  could  not  reflore  to  her  the  affection  of  the 
public;  and //6i?/  being  gone,  there  remained 
no  principle  in  the  party  of  force-  fufficient 
to  keep  them  long  together  againfr  the  im- 
L  z  pulfe 
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BOOK  I.  pulfe  of  fear  and  Interefl:,  which  urged  thefti 

'  to  quit  her  finking   caufe.     Nor  could   Ste^ 

phen    have    failed    of   recovering  the  whole 

kingdom,  if  he  had  known  how  to  ufe  his 

good  fortune. 

^blnnH?^.  When  theearl  of  Anjou  was  apprifed  of 
thefe  events  in  England,  he  felt  a  paternal 
anxiety  for  Henry,  his  fon  ;  apprehending 
danger  to  him,  both  from  the  prevailing 
arms  of  Stephen^  and  from  the  treachery  of 
his  own  adherents^  On  this  account,  and  be- 
caufe  he  much  defired  to  fee  him,  after  an 
abfence  that  had  lafted  four  years,  he  fent  to 
the  earl  of  Glocefter,  and  earneflly  begged 
of  him,  that  the  prince,  who  then  was  at 
Briftol,  might  come  over  to  Normandy  ;  pro- 
mifing  that,  in  cafe  it  fliould  be  found  neeef- 
fary,  ,he  would,  when  his  affection  had  been 
indulged  with  the  fight  of  him,  allow  him 
"  foon  to  return.  The  earl  of  Glocefter,  though 
unwilling  to  comply  with  this  requeft,  fub^ 
mitted  to  it,  and  conduced  his  nephew  to 
Wareham,  who  embarking  there  had  a  prof^ 
perous  voyage  to  Normandy  :  but  they  parted- 
to  meet  no  more:  for,  at  the  beginning  of 
November,  in   the  year  eleven  hundred  and 

&  D.  1346' forty-fix,  the  earl  died  of  a  fever,  occafioned, 
perhaps,  by  grief  at  the  treafon  of  his  fon, 
and  the  bad  {tate  in  which  he  faw  his  filler's 
affairs.  Of  all  the  misfortunes  that  lately  had 
afiiided  and  depreffed  her,  the  lofs  of  him 
wa<s   the  greateft.      He  was    unqueflionably 

the 
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the  wifeft  man  of  thofe  times  ;  and  his  vir-  BOOK  L 
tue  was  fiich,  that  even  thofe  times  could ^  "^  ' 
not  corrupt  it.  If,  when  the  nation  was 
grown  equally  tired  of  Matilda  and  of  Ste- v.  joh.  Sarir- 
phen,  he  had  afpired  to  obtain  the  crown  ^"?"-^P'^^^^.'^ 
for  himfelf,  he  might  very  poflibly  havcgorn, 
gained  it  from  them  both  :  but  he  thought 
it  lefs  glorious  to  be  a  king,  than  to  preferve 
his  fidelity  and  honour  inviolate.  He  feems 
to  have  a6led  only  from  the  pureil:  and  no- 
bleft  principles  of  juftice  and  duty,  without 
pride,  without  paffion,  without  any  private 
views,  or  felfifh  ambition :  and  to  this  admi-^ 
rable  temper  of  mind  he  joined  all  the  ad- 
drefs  and  extenfive  abilities  that  are  particu- 
larly neceflary  for  ihe  head  of  a  party  ^  who 
muft  conned  and  keep  together  great  num* 
bers  of  independent  perfons,  held  by  no 
regular  bond  of  obedience ;  conciliate  their 
different  paflions  and  interefls,  endure  their 
abfurdities,  footh  their  ill  humour,  manage 
their  pride,  and  eftablifh  an  abfolute  autho- 
rity over  them,  without  feeming  to  exercife 
any,  but  that  of  perfuafion.  This,  at  all 
times,  is  a  very  difficult  talk,  and  was  more 
efpecially  fo  to  the  earl  of  Glocefler  ;  every 
nobleman,  who  joined  with  Matilda,  think- 
ing himfelf  a  confederate,  rather  than  a 
fubjed: ;  and  (he  regarding  herfelf  as  a  fove^ 
reign,  whom  even  her  brother  was  obliged 
implicitly  to  obey,  without  ever  prefuming 
to  difpute  her  commands.  But,  when  he 
was  dead,  fhe  quickly  foundj  that  her  power 
L  3  was 
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BOOK  I.  was    neither    fufficlent  to  govern    her  party, 
^"      '^        nor  to   refift   that   of  Stephen.      There  was 
nothing  but  confufion,   didruft,   and   dlfmay, 
in  her  court,  and  in  her  counciL     Her   army 
wanted  a  g-enetal,  and  (lie  could  find  none  of 
abiUties  equal  to  the  command  of  it,  or  whofe 
'     authority  the  other  barons    were  willing  to 
fubmit  to.     If  the  earl   of  Anjou,.  her  huf- 
band,  had  thought  it  advifeable  to  come  into 
England,    with   a   ftrong   arm.y    of  Angevins 
and  of  Normans,  and  boldly  put   himielf'ac 
the   head   of  her  party,   he  might,   perhaps, 
have  given  a   new    Ipirit    to  it.      This,   one 
would   think,   he   fliculd   have   done,  at  fuch 
a   ju;:clu!'e   of  time,  if  not  for  her  lake,   yet 
out    of  rep,ard    to   his    fon,   whofe    fucceffion 
might  be  deteattd  by  her  expuliion.     He  had 
lately  lupprtil".  d  a  revolt   in   Anjou,  and   was 
Gerv.Chron.  entirely  milter  of  Noimandy:   but   either  he 
^"■'^^"^'-^^•^ ^-^^^ believed   that- the  tranquilhty  of  thofe  coun« 
tries   was.  jti  too   uniettled,   to    perm^it   him 
to  withdraw    his    forces    from    thence,    and 
tranfport  them  to  F>ngland  ;  or  he  was   (fop- 
ped  by  the  difficulty  of  deciding  what   rank 
he  ihould   ho'd  in   this   kmgdom.      Matilda 
therefore  had  no  reiource,   which  could  fup~ 
ply  che  lofs  of  the  earl  of  Glocefter.    Courage 
and  reientmeut   ftili  combated   in    her   heart 
with  defpair  :   nor  was  it  without  the;greate{l 
and   moft    painful    reluctance,    that  Ihe  gave 
way    to  the   neceliity   of  leaving  a   country, 
over    which    fhe    had    fo    long    expected    to 
reign.     Butj   in  lefs  than  four  months  after 
'  '■    ■     ■''■:'-    ■■  -      ■    ■.   '  th§ 
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the  death  of  her  brother,    feeing  no  pofiibility  ^  00  !<:  I. 

of  fuppoiting  her   party,   and  fearing   to  fall 

into   the  hands  of  her  enemy,   fhe  was  con- 

ftrained    to    abandon    England,    and  go  into 

Normandy,    to    live    witii   a  hufband   whom 

fhe  neyer   had  loved,   and   who  did  not  love 

her,  but  was  generous  -or  prudent  enough  to 

receive  her   with  kindnefs,  in  this  decline  of 

her  fortune,    wh^n   her   pride  was  humbled 

by  her  forrow.      Neverthelefs  he  retained  to 

himfelf  the  dominion  of  that  dutchy,  as  he 

had   held  it  in  her  ablence  ;   that   is,   without 

any  dependence  upon  her.     Inilead  of  fubmit- 

ting  to  this,   flie   would  perhaps  have  ftaid  in 

England,   and   buried  herfelf  under  the  ruins 

of  her  own  greatnefs,  if  the  anguiOi  of  her 

mind  had  not  been  foothed  by  the  hope,   that 

Prince    Henry,    her    fon,    might,    when     he 

(hould  attain  to  an  age  of  maturity,   be   able 

to  revenge  her  on  Stephen,  and   recover  the 

crown  which  fhe  had  loft.     Her  whole  care 

was  therefore  employed   upon  his   education. 

She  laboured   to   infpire  him   with   thoughts 

as  high   as  her  own  ;  to  give  hini  an  ardour 

for  glory,  an  ambitioti  for  empire,  and  a  fpirit 

of  conqueft.     His  genius  was   very    fuitabie 

to  fuch   inftructions;     but  the    fire  he  drew 

from  her    was    happily    tempered    with    the 

JefTons  of  prudence  and  humanity,  which  he 

had  been  taught    in   England  by   his  uncle, 

and  which  his  father,  a  prince  of  great   dif- 

cretion  and  judgement,   continued   to  fix  in 

his  mind, 

L  4  The 
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BOOK  I.  fhe  death  of  the  earl  of  Glocefter,  and 
the  retreat  of  Matilda,  would  have  given 
Stephen  a  quiet  pofleffion  of  England,  at 
Geft.Steph.  jeaft  till  Henry  could  have  been  capable  of 
q-qtii,  difputing  it  with  him,  if  he  had  kept  the 
earl  of  Chefter  his  friend.  But  he  loft  him, 
as  he  before  had  ioft  the  earl  of  EfTex,  by 
jealous  fufpicions,  and  violent  proceedings 
in  confequence  of  thofe  fufpicions. 

It  has  already  been  told,  with  how   much 
ardour  and  forwardnefs  this  lord   had   diflin- 
guifhed   himfelf  in  his   fervice  after  their  re- 
conciliation ;    and   this  year  he  gave   him  a 
new   teftimony  of  his  zeal,   by  allifting  him 
in   an   operation   of  very   great   moment,  the 
builoiiig   of  a  fort,  to  block  up  the  caftle  of 
Wallingford,  which  did  him   more  hurt  than 
any  other  yet  remaining  in  the  hands  of  his 
enemies.      That    work    being    accoraplifhed, 
a  great  council  was  held  by  Stephen  in  the 
town  of  Northampton.      The   meeting  was 
much  fuller    than    any    had  been    for    feme 
years ;  and,  the  power  of  the  crown  appear- 
ing to  be  now   in  a  good  meafure   recovered, 
the  earl  of  Chefter  very  properly  took   this 
opportunity    to    make    his    complaints,    that 
his  county    had    fuffered    grievoufly    by  the 
incuriions  and  ravages  of  the  Wel(h  on   the 
borders ;    againft    whom    he    entreated    the 
affiftance  of  the  crown,  and  ftrongly  prefled 
the  king  to  go  thither  in  perfon,  as  the  moft 
€fFedual  meafure  Xo  ftrike  a  terror  into  tha^ 

■      •  people. 
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people.     In  order  to   remove  the  obje6llons,BO  OK  I. 
which  he  feared  would  he  made,  on  account' 
of  the  charge  that  fuch  an   expedition  would 
bring    upon    the    king,    whofe    coffers    were 
empty,   be   declared,   that   he  himfelf  would 
pay  all  the  forces,   and  furnifh  them  with  all 
necellaries  at  his  own   coif.     Stephen  at  firft 
inclined   to   grant  this  requeft  ;   and  undoubt- 
edly his  ovv'n  honour  was  much  concerned,  to 
ilop  thefe  incurlions  made  by  the  WeKh  into 
the    provinces    belonging    to    England,    and 
confine  them   to   their  own  limits.     He  had 
been  forced,  for  many  years,   during  the  heat 
of  the   civil  war,   to  neglect    the   defence  of 
his    Englilh   fubjeds  in  Wales  and  the  bor- 
dering   counties ;    and   had    fuffered    greatly 
from    thofe  WeKh,  whom  the  earl  of  Glo- 
cefter  had  led  even  into  the  heart  of  his  king- 
dom.    But    now,    when    his    other   enemies 
were  almoft  fubdued,  it  highly  became  hina 
to  think  of  repreffing  thofe  infults,  and  en- 
deavour to  recover  his  own  reputation,  which 
was  funk  by  fuch  a  long  and   tame  acquief- 
cence.     He   therefore    promifed   the  earl   of 
Chefter  to  march  to  his    aid  ;    and  nothing 
was  faid  againfl  it  in  the  great  council ;    but 
in  private  all  his  favourites    oppofed  that  in- 
tention, reprefenting  to  him  the    danger   of 
engaging  his  troops,  and  rifquing  his  perfon, 
in  the  woods  and  mountains  of  Wales,  where 
he  would  certainly  be  attacked  by  ambuflie? 
kid  for  him  in  every  pafs ;   befides  the  great 
^.iiiicuity  of  finding  provifions  for  his  ^rmy, 

.  ^nd. 
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BOOK  L  j5f|(^^  what  they  fuppofed  ftill  more  hazardous,, 
the  indifcretioQ  ot  puttuig  him'elf  in  the 
power  of  a  man,  who  had  lo  long  rebeled 
againft  hln:i,  and  whole  fidehty  novv  feemed 
V€fy  doubtful,  as  he  had  not  given  any  hcf- 
fages,  nor  even  reftored  the  royal  caftle  of 
Lincohi,  and  other  pofleffions  ufurped  by 
him,  or  unduly  gained,  from  the  crown. 
Of  thefe  they  advifed  the  king  to  demand 
immediate  reftitution,  and  alfo  Inch  other 
pledges  as  might  be  fufiicient  to  fecure  him 
sgainft  the  perfidy  of  the  earl :  adding,  that, 
if  the  earl  refufed  to  give  them,  he  ought  to 
be  treated,  not  as  a  friend,  but  a  traitor,  and 
thrown  into  prifon,  to  force  him  to  a  com- 
pliance. 

This  was  Grange  counfel,  and  fuch,  in- 
deed^ as  could  come  from  none  but  thofe 
minifters  who  had  occafioned  the  revolt  of 
the  beft  part  of  the  nation  by  the  arbitrary 
meafures  in  which  they  had  engaged  or  en- 
couraged their  mafter.  Whether  it  was  adr 
yifeable  for  him  to  confent  at  that  time  to 
the  earl  of  Chefter's  defire,  was  a  difputable 
g^ueftion  ;  and  reafons  of  prudence  might  in- 
duce him  to  decline  it :  but,  as  the  furrender 
pf  Lincoln  caflle  and  other  demefnes  of  the 
<CFOwn,  which  the  earl  enjoyed  as  his  own, 
under  the  title  of  former  grants,  had  not 
been  required  of  him  in  the;  late  reconcilia- 
tion between  him  and  Stephen,  there  was 
ino  colour  of  juftice  to  alk  it  of  him  now, 
'  much  iefs  to  extort  it  from  him  by  violence. 

It 
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It  does  not  appear  that  he  had  done  any  ad, BOOK  I. 
to  make  him  reafonably  lufpeded  of  treafon  ;*       "^     ^ 
and  if  an   unwarranted  fujpicion  could  juftifj 
fuch  a  proceeding,  a  tyrant  would  always  be 
jufHfied  ;  for  he  may  always  fujp&5i  when  he 
defires    to    opprefs.     The    iniquity  of  it  ap- 
peared too   glaring  even  to  Stephen  himfelf ; 
or   at  leaft   he  apprehended  ill   confequences 
from  it ;    for,   at  firft,   h^    exprefied  a  great 
unwillingnefs  to  confent  to  it  :    but  his  eager 
deiire    of   recovering  Lincoln   caftle,    which 
he  had  vainly   endeavoured  to  take  by  force, 
gave  fo  much   weight  to   the  arguments  of 
^hofe  who  incited  him  to  this  a6l  of  opprel^ 
iion,   that   he    permitted   them   to  put   their 
advice  in  immediate  execution.     They  wentY^'^*  ^"^orea 
diredly  to  the  earl,  whom  they  found  in  the*^^^'"    ^^ 
coyrt    not    fulpicious   of  any  unfriendly   in- 
tention   againft   him.,  and   informed   him  of 
^U   the  king's,  demands.     He   replied,   with 
the  utmoft   aftoniQmient,  that  it  was  not  for 
this  he  had  come  to  attend  his  fovereign  in 
the  great   council ;    that  he  had  not  received 
any  notice   of  fuch   demands,  nor  confulted 
his  friends  v/hat   anfwer  he  ought  to  make : 
:upon   which   fpme   of  them  began   to  revile 
and  accufe   him.  of  treafonable  defigns ;  and, 
foon    proceeding    from    words   to    deeds,  atr 
-refted    and    committed     him   to   the   king's 
foldiers  there  prefent,   who  threw  him  into 
a   dungeon,    loaded   Vv^ith  irons.     When  the  f'g/pf^^^;^ 
"pews  of  his   being  treated  in  fo  ignominious  ad  973. 
'a  manner   was    carried  to  his  vallals,    they  ^' ^""l^s^^" 

'  ■ '  J  etGer.Chron. 

Werefubann.1147. 
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BOOK  I.  were  filled  with  indignation,  and  the  much 
greater  part  of  them  would  have  taken  up 
arms  to  force  the  king  to  iet  him  free.  But 
others,  who  were  more  prudent,  reftrained 
their  impetuofity,  out  of  a  jufl:  appreheniion 
of  danger  to  his  life  ;  and  advifed  him  to 
yield  what  the  king  had  required  of  him, 
that  he  might  recover  his  liberty  and  with 
it  the  ability  of  being  revenged.  He  did  fo, 
and  was  releafed  ;  but  not  without  giving 
hoftages,  and  an  oath  to  the  king,  that  he 
would  not  make  war  againft  him.  Thefe 
fecurities  were  ineffedlual.  The  iirft  a6l  of 
the  earl,  after  his  hands  were  unfettered, 
was  to  attack  that  monarch  with  great  fury. 
He  confidered  his  oath  as  conftrained,  and 
therefore  void ;  or,  being  hardened  to  per- 
jury by  the  mode  of  the  times,  paid  no  re- 
gard to  it :  nor  was  he  ftopped  by  a  concern 
for  the  hoftages  he  had  given,  thinking  that, 
.as  they  were  perfons,  on  whofe  friendfhip 
the  kmg  had  reafon  to  fet  a  high  value,  they 
would  have  nothing  to  fear  from  his  refent- 
jnent.  Several  times  he  fought  with  Stephen, 
defeated  and  wounded  him  in  one  engage- 
ment ;  nor,  when  beaten,  was  he  fubdued  5 
his  vaiTals  being  fo  numerous,  his  caftles  fo 
flroog,  and  his  power  fo  diffufed,  that,  if  he 
was  driven  away  from  one  part  of  the  king- 
dom, he  prefently  appeared  with  new  force 
in  another.  The  king  indeed,  upon  his 
violating  the.  oath  he  had  taken,  had  impri- 
Ibned  his  uephew>  Gilbert  de  Clare,  earl  of 
"   ^ .    ^  '         '       jfiertfordj 
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Hertford,  who  was  one  of  his  hoftages;  and  BO  OK  I. 
would  not  fet  him  free,  till  he  had  given  up '      "       ' 
^11  his  cafties,  as  a  fine  to  the  crown  for  the 
offence  of  his  uncle  :    but  by  this  he  made  vid.  auftores 
him  a  bitter  enemy,  inftead  of  a  faithful  and"'^''^'^"^'^ 
afFe£lionate  fervant,  as  he  had  hitherto  heen. 
Nor  did  he  iofe  him  alone :    for  the  earl  of 
Pembroke   defiring  to  have  thefe   caftles,  to 
which,   by  his  relation  in  blood  to  the  earl 
of  Hertford,  his  brother's  fon,  he  had  a  na- 
tural claim,  and  being  repulfed  in   his   fuit^ 
was  fo  dlfgufted,  that  he  alfo  refolved  to  join 
the  earl  of  Chefter,  or  was  fufpeded  of  fuch 
a  purpofe,  upon  his  having  fecretly  left  the 
court,      Stephen,    to   whofe   mind    fufpicion 
was  proof,  immediately  followed  him,  with 
all  the    troops  he  had    ready ;    and    coming 
upon    him    unexpe£ledly,    before    he    could 
reach  the  neareft  of  his  caftles,  would  have 
taken   him  prifoner,  if  he  had  not   efcaped,         ' 
as  foon  as  he  faw  the    royal   army    appear, 
by  changing   his  habit,    and   flying    in    dif- 
guife. 

Thus  was  the  great  and  powerful  houfe 
of  Clare,  which,  through  the  whole  civil 
war,  had  ever  been  remarkably  zealous  for 
the  king,  alienated  from  him,  and  driven 
to  his  enemies,  together  with  the  earl  of 
Chefter ;  an  unexpected  reinforcement,  which 
reftored  their  dejefted  fpirits  and  courage, 
juft  at  the  time  when  they  were  linking  into 
peace  and  fubmiffion. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  indeed  could  be  more   prejudicial 
to  all  his  own  interefts,  than  the  part  which 
Stephen   took  with  regard  to  that  nobleman. 
The  defertion   from  Matilda,   begun  by  him, 
would  probably,  on  the  retreat  of  that  princefs 
from    England,    have   been    followed    by  all 
the  principal  lords  of  her   party,  as   fail:  as 
they    could     make    their     agreements    with 
the  king,  and  a  general  ad:  of  oblivion  would 
have  certainly  brought  in  the  reft,   if  he  had 
fliewn  a  difpoiition    to    keep    his    faith   fin- 
eerely  with  thofe  who  fubmitted.     For,    as 
there  remained  no'  longer  in  the   party  any 
affe6lion   for  Matilda,   and   her  fon   was   too 
young  to    have   excited  in   them  fuch  fenti- 
ments    as   produce   a  fixed     attachment,    no- 
thing but  fear  and  diftruft  of  Stephen  could 
withhold  them  from  feeking  to  be  reconciled 
to    him,    and    forfaking    a    fovereign,     from 
whom   they    had    now   no    reafon  to  expert 
either  reward  or  protection.     But  wdien  they 
fav/,  by  the  evidence  of  fo  great  an  example, 
how  dangerous  it  would  be  to  put  any  con- 
fidence in  the  king's    pardon  ;    and   that   no 
fervices,    done    him    upon    a    reconciliation, 
could    fecure     their    poffeffions     againft    his 
claims,  or  the  liberty  of  their  perlons  againft 
his  fufpicions,  defpair  held  them  together,  and 
forced  them  to  keep  up  a  head  of  rebellion, 
without  much  regarding  for  what  prince  they 
contended. 

This  was  the  ftate  of  the  war  in  England 
till  the  vear  eleven  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

But, 
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But,    during    the    courfe    of   feveii    or  eight  BO  OK  I. 

years    preceding    that  period,    fome   changes^        "^ 
had  happened  in  the    affairs  of  the  church, 
which    in    themfelves    are   worth    attention, 
and  in  their  confequences  were  very  impor- 
tant. 

From  the  time  that  the  bifhop   of  Win- 
chefter  had    abandoned    Matilda,    his    beins^ 
invefled,  as  legate,  with  the  authority  of  the 
pope,  was  of  no  fmail  advantage  to  Stephen : 
for  while  he  enjoyed  that   authority,  it  kept 
the  church   of  England   dependent  on  him, 
and,  by  his  mediation,   on  his  brother.  But 
it  was  grievous  to  the  archbiiliop  of  Canter- 
bury, who   faw  himfelf  fubje<3:ed  to  one  of 
his    fuffragans.     As    Innocent    the     Second,  "^-S.DrjrjeL 
who  had  given   this  legation    to  the   bifhop  ^J^*^P^^^^ 
of    Winchefter,    would    not    revoke    it,    theHagufeiA 
archbiftiop   was  compelled,    however    reluc- ^"j^^""'^^+-5-* 
tant,  to  fubmit  to  the  power  of  it ;  and,  whatGerv.  ad- 
was  ftill  harder,   to   the  inlbleiit   nfe  which  p^""^- ^^"- 
the   bifliop   made  of  that  povv^er,  on  purpofeetChion,  ^* 
to  mortify  him,  as  long  as  that  pontiff  con-p-  ^3^^?. 
tinued   in  the  chair.     But  Celeftine  the  Se- 
cond fucceeding  to  the    papacy  in  the  year 
eleven  hundred  and  forty-three,   and  being  a 
friend  of  the   Angevin   family,  under  whofe 
patronage   he   had   been   educated,  abfoluteiy 
refufed    to    renew    the    biOiop's    commiflion,. 
and  liftened  very  eagerly  to  many  acculations 
-which    the    emprefs    Matilda    and    the   arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  fent  to  Rome,   agaiiifl 
him.     This  was  a  terrible  blow  to  the  party 
6  of 
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of  Stephen  ;  and  though  Celeftine  died  fooit  ' 
afterwards,  and  he  found  difpofitions  more 
favourable  tc  him  in  Lucius  the  Second,  yet 
he  could  not  obtain  from  that  pontiff  a  re- 
newal of  his  brother's  commiffion.  Eugenius 
the  Third,  who  fucceeded  to  Lucius  in  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  forty-five,  became 
foon  afterwards  very  hoftile  both  to  the  king 
and  the  prelate.  The  firft  caufe  of  this  en- 
mity was  a  dilpute  that  arofe  about  the  elec- 
T.  S.Dunel.tion  of  an  archbidiop  of  York.  William, 
hift.  contm.   ^^    treafurer  of  that  cliurch,  had  been  eleded 

per  J.  i'nor.    ^  i  i       i  i     - 

Haguft.  ab    m    the    year   eleven  hundred  ana  torty-two. 
ann.  1142  ad^g  ^^^g  ^   j^^^^  ^f  ygj.y  noblc    blood,  being 

*      '  nearly  related  to  Roger,  king  of  Sicily;  and, 

though  educated  in  the  court  of  King  Henry 
the  Firft,  and  in  the  luxury  of  an  opulent 
family,  was  fo  eminent  for  his  piety,  that, 
after  his  deceafe,  he  was  fainted  by  Rome. 
The  bifnop  of  Winchefter,  though  their 
charadlers  did  not  fympathife  wellj  had  a 
great  friendlhip  for  him,  and  fo  had  the  earl 
of  Albemarle  ;  but  the  zeal  fhewn  by  the 
latter  to  promote  his  eleftion  gave  a  pre- 
tence to  difpute  it,  as  having  been  procured 
by  the  royal  authority,  through  the  inter- 
vention of  that  earl,  who  was  the  chief 
minifter  of  the  king  in  thofe  parts.  William 
was  alfo  accufed  of  having  bought  the  ma- 
jority of  votes  in  the  chapter.  The  party 
againfl  him  appealed  to  Rome  ;  and  the 
church  of  England  was  now  in  fuch  a  fiiate 
of   fubjevflion  to  that    foreign    fee,    that   no 

oppofition 
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oppofitioji  was  made,  on  the  part  of  the  king.,^QQK:  I. 
to  this  appeal,  though   undoubtedly   contrary^    ' 
to  the  ancient  confliturion  and  laws  of  the 
kingdom.     Among   the    appellants  were  the 
abbots  of  Rivaux  and  Fountain  abbeys,  who, 
being  particular  friends  of  Bernard,  abbot  of 
Clairvaux,  and  knowing  the  great  credit  he  V.  Bernard/ 
had  with  the  pope,   defired  to  engage  him  in^P'^*  24^) 
this  affair;    and   fucceeded  fo  well,  that  he^ 
wrote  letters  to  Innocent,  with   much  acri- 
mony, againfl:  William,  who  was  obliged  to 
go  to  Rome,  and  plead  his  caufe  there.     Of 
the    limony,    which  he  was    charged    with, 
no  kind  of  proof  was  given  by  his  adverfaries  : 
but   they    principally    reded    their  caufe  on 
this  point,    that  the  earl  of  Albemarle  had 
brought    the    chapter  a  mandate    from    the 
king,  to  have  him  elected.     Innocent  would 
not  himfelf  determine  that  queftion   upon  a 
matter  of  fa£t ;  but  fent  him  back  into  Eng- 
land, with    orders  to  his  legate,  the  bifliop 
of  Winchefter,    that,    provided  the    dean  of 
York,  to  whofe  teftimony  William  particu- 
larly  appealed,  or  any  other  credible   perfon, 
would  fwear,  that  the  earl   did    not   bring  a 
royal  mandate  to  ele£l  him,    he  then   might 
be  confecrated,  if  he  would  himfelf  take  an 
oath,  that  he  had  not   given   money  for  the 
obtaining  of  his  dignity.     Accordingly,  foon 
after  his   return    into    England,   he  appeared 
before  a  legatlne  council  at  Winchefter,  held 
by  the   billiop.     The  dean  of  York,  having 
been  lately    made    biiliop   of  Durham,   was 
Vol.  IL  M  diiabled 
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BOOK  Idifabled  from  attending  it  by  fome  difturb- 
'■'  ^ances  which  troubled  his  diocefe ;  but  the 
bifliop  of  the  Orcades,  the  abbot  of  York, 
and  the  abbot  of  Whiteby,  took  the  oath 
required  by  the  pope,  in  his  ftead  ;  and  Wil- 
liam took  that,  which  was  demanded  from 
him,  as  a  proof  of  his  innocence  with  regard  to 
the  bribery  laid  to  his  charge  :  whereupon 
he  was  con  fee  rated  there  by  the  legate,  no 
man  appearing  to  accufe  or  oppofe  him  in 
any  manner  ;  and  the  people  expreffing  a 
great  defire  to  have  him  for  their  archbifliop. 
V.  Bemad.  But,  Innoccnt  being  dead,  Bernard  applied 
epiiL  235.  |-Q  }-ijg  fucceflbr  Celeftine,  whofe  inclination 
to  mortify  the  houfe  of  Blois  he  well  knew  ; 
and  wrote  a  letter  to  him  againft  the  arch- 
biibop,  fliil  more  furious  than  thofe  he  had 
written  to  Innocent,  calling  that  refpe£lable 
prelate  a  filthy  and  infamous  perjon^  with  other 
very  outrageous  terms  of  reproach.  The 
wiiole  foundation  that  appears  in  thefe  letters 
for  fo  much  abufe  is  only  a  fuggeftion,  that 
the  biOiop  of  Durham  had  ftaid  away  from 
the  council  of  Winchefter  becaufe  he  was 
afraid  to  take  a  falfe  oath  ;  from  whence  Ber- 
nard inferred,  that  the  archbifliop's  eled;ion 
had  not  been  canonical,  and  that  the  oaths 
of  the  three  prelates,  who  fwore  in  behalf 
of  him,  deferved  no  regard.  The  paffions 
of  Ceieiline  concurring  with  his,  he  fo  far 
prevailed,  that  William  could  not  obtain  his 
pali  from  that  pontiff:  but  this  perfecution 
of  him   was  itopt  by  Celeftine's   death  ;  and 

Lucius, 
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Lnclus,  the  next  pope,  fent  him  the  pall  by  BO  OK  I. 
his  legate,  Cardinal  Hicmar.  He  would*  "^ 
now  have  been  fixed  in  his  metropolitan  fee 
without  oppolition,  if,  from  an  indolence 
natural  to  a  mind  abforbed  in  devotion,  he 
had  not  neglected  to  go  to  London,  and  re- 
ceive his  pall  from  the  legate,  till  Lucius 
died  ;  which  event  entirely  changed  the  ftate 
of  his  fortune  :  for  a  new  appeal  being  made 
by  his  adverfaries,  againft  his  election,  to 
Eugenius  the  Third,  Hicmar  thought  him- 
felf  obliged  to  carry  the  pall  back  with  him 
to  Rome.  Eugenius,  who  had  been  a  dif- 
ciple  of  Bernard,  feemed  to  regard  him  ftiil 
as  his  mafter  and  fpiritual  father ;  fo  great 
was  the  deference  which  he  paid  to  his 
judgement  in  all  affairs !  Of  this  Bernard  him- 
felf  was  fo  fenfible  and  fo  vain,  that,  in  a 
letter  he  wrote  to  him  concerning  the  buii- 
nefs  of  the  archbi(hop  of  York,  he  could 
not  forbear  to  boaft  of  it  in  the  following 
words  ;  It  is  faid  that  not  yoii,  but  /,  am  pope^  v.  Bernard. 
iind  thofe  that  have  bujinefs  with  the  fee  of^?'^^^'  ^19' 
Rome  come  to  me  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 
It  was  very  true,  that  they  did  fo  %  and  all 
the  influence  he  had  gained  over  the  mind  of 
that  pontiff  was  now  exerted  againfl  the 
archbifliop,  whom  he  had  hitherto  attacked 
to  no  purpofe.  He  called  on  his  Holinefs,  y  -^  ^ 
as  fucceflbr  of  St,  Peter,  to  deltroy  this 
Ananias^  this  Simon  Magus.  And  in  a  fub- 
fequent  letter  he  renewed  the  aflault  with 
iVill  greater  violence,  confidently  alTerting, 
M  z  that 
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BOOK   r.  that  the  bi(hop  of  Durham,  vvhofe.  oath  had 
^       '  been    required,  to  purge    the    archblfhop    of 

York  of  the  accufation  brought  againfl:  him, 
as  having  been  intruded  into  his  fee  by  the 
royal  authority,  had  fuice  confirmed  it,  by 
a  letter  to  the  legate,  vs/hom  Pope  Lucius 
the  Second  had  fent  into  England,  But, 
led  Eugenius  ihould  not  think  this  teflimony 
llifficient  to  condemn  the  archbifnop,  as  thre? 
other  clergymen,  of  eminent  dignity  and 
very  good  characters,  had  fworn  to  the  con- 
trary, he  added,  ibal  common  fame  bad  reported 
fuch  things  of  him,  as  would  be  reafom  not  only 
for  depofing  a  bi/hop^  but  for  degrading  a  foldier. 
By  what  means  thefe  accufations,  if  they 
were  calumnious,  are  to  be  reconciled  with 
the  piety  of  St.  Bernard,  or,  if  they  were 
true,'  with  the  piety  of  St.  William,  the 
church  which  prays  to  them  both  would  do 
wifely  to  confider.  Certainly,  the  great  ran- 
cour with  which  they  were  urged,  and  fome 
of  them  (as  Bernard  hrmfelf  acknowledged) 
oil  no  better  grounds  than  common  fame^  or 
rather  on  the  repoit  of  the  archbiiliop's  ene- 
mies, iliev^s  in  that  abbot  a  temper  unbe- 
coming a  good  man  and  a  Chriftian.  All 
his  pfoceedmgs  in  this  aiTair  feem  to  have 
been  inftigated  by  a  fpirit  of  cabal,  and  a 
partial  affection  for  his  own  prder,  to  which 
the  adverfaries  of  William  belonged.  But 
Eugenius  relied  fo  much  on  his  fentiments, 
Gerv.  Chion.  and  w^as  alfo  fo  moved  by  the  perfuafions  of 
^'^^^^""•^^^7.^i^^ther    Ciilercian    monk,    Henry    Murdac, 

who 
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who  engaged   with  a  bitter   zeal   againft   the^oc>K 
archbifliop,  that  he  refufed  to  give   the  pall         ""^ 
to  that  prelate,   though   the  whole  confiftory 
was  on  his  fide.     Flow   far  he  himfelf  may 
be  fuppofed  to  have  been  biailcd  by  a  regard 
for  the  order,  in  the  honour  of  which  (as  he 
had   belonged  to  it)   he   might   imagine  that 
his    own    was  partly    concerned,  I  fhall  not 
determine  :    but  undoubtedly   he  aded   with 
great    partiality.     Prefentiy  after    this    time, 
he  came  into  France,  and  called  a  council  at 
Rheims,    to    which    he    fummoned    all    the 
French  and  Englifh  bifliops.     But  Stephen, 
extremely  offended  at  his  conduft,   both  on 
the  account  of  the  archbifliop  of  York,  and 
of  the  bifhop  of   Winchefter,    whofe    com- 
miffion  he  refufed  to  renew,  fhewed  a  proper 
refentment,   by  abfolutely  forbidding  the  bi- 
fiiops  of   England  to  go   out  of  the  realm, 
and  in   particular    the    archbifhop    of   Can- 
j   terbury,    whom  he  chiefly  fufpeifted  of    in- 
1   triguing  with  the  pope  to  his  prejudice.     That 
|i   prelate,    having  ineffeiftuailly  defired  his  per- 
j   mifiion,  refolved  to  go  without  it,  and  finding 
}   the    ports  fb  ftridly    guarded,    that    he  was 
\   unable  to  procure   any   fhip  for   his  pailage, 
j  put  to  fea,   from  ferae  of  the  open  parts   of 
i  the  coafl,  in  a  fmall  crazv  boat ;  and  fo,  with 
I  much   difficulty  and  hazard  of  his  life,  pafl 
I  over  to   France.     When  he  took  his  feat   in 
j  the  council,  Eugenius   made  a  high   panegy- 
rick  upon  him,  Jvr  havmg^  as   his  Hohnefs 
f  tiras   pleafed  to  exprels  it,  fwam  rather  than 
'    '  M  3  Jailed 
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BOOK  I.  falkd  from  England  to  France,  out  of  the  reve^ 

Gerv.  ibid.    ^^^<^^  ^^^  obedience  he  paid  to  St,  Peter  and  to 

col.  136;.      the  orders  of  Rome.     The  other  Englifii  bi- 

lliops  obeyed  the  king  and  the  laws  of  theii: 

country  :  for  which  they  were  put,   by  the 

authority  of   the  pope,    under  fpiritual  cen- 

fures.      So  flrong  was  the  conflid  between 

the  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  jurifdidlions ! 

In  this  council  Pope  Eugenius  determined 

the    caufe    of   the    archbifhop    of  York,    or 

rather   he    there    pronounced     that   fentence 

againfl  him   which    he    had   before  refolved. 

to  pafs.     The  good  prelate,  finding  his  Ho- 

linefs   ill-affeded   towards    him,   and   having 

a  mind  that  hated  contention,  had   left  the 

court  of  Rome,  and  gone  into  Sicily,  where 

he   now    lived    retired,    under    the    amicable 

S.  Duneim.    protcflion  of  the  king,  his  relation,     Euge- 

perj^Prior.  "^^^  thought  proper  to  judge  him  during  his 

Haguftaid.     abfencc,   and   on   the  fole    teftimony  of  his 

fubaim.ii47-accufers,    the    chief  of  whom    was    Henry 

Murdac.     All  the  accufations  brought  againfl: 

him,  except    the   intervention    of  the   royal 

authority  in  his  eledion,  were  now  let  drop  ;  I 

which   is   a  fliong    proof  of  his  innocence 

with  refpe6l  to  the  afperfions 'thrown  upon 

him   by    Bernard.      His   life    and   manners, 

undoubtedly,  were  moft  feverely  examined  ; 

and,  if  any  objedion  could  have  been   made 

to  them,  the  council  would  have  heard  of  it, 

as  well    as   Eugenius,    from    that    eloquent 

abbot :  but  to  accufe  him  in  publick  was  a 

piore  difficult  and  hazardous  matter  than  to 

defame 
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defame    hlin  in  a  private  letter.     Yet,  clearBOOK  I, 
as  he  was  of  all  the  ftains  which  malice  and      ^^       ' 
flander  had   endeavoured  to   fix  on  his  cha- 
rader,  the  bifhop  of   Oflia,  hy  the  apoJioUck 
authority^  that  is,  in  the  name  of  the  pope, 
not  of  the  council,  pronounced,  that  he  JJoould 
he  depofedfrom  his  fee,  becaufe  Stephen,  kmg  of 
Knglandj   had  nominated  him  to  it  before  a  ca- 
nonical elediion.     In  vain  did  a  majority  of  the 
cardinals  in  the    council    remonitrate  to  the 
pope,  that  a  perfon  of   his   high    rank    and 
good   reputation  ought   not  to  be  thus  con- 
demned  unheard.     In  vain  did  Abbot  Suger,  vide  Sucker, 
in  a  very   fenfible  fpeech,  declare,   that,  even  i-  ^'^\ 
admitting  the  charge  againft   him,  it    could  e,_^.'j^JJ-'^([-°^^^^ 
not  juftly  be  made  a  realon  to  annul  his  elec-i.  ixix. 
tion ;  hecauje  kings  had  a  right  to  point  out  to 
the  chapters  thoje   fubjeSls   who  would  be  mojl 
agreeable    to    them.       His    do<£lrItie    was    not 
agreeable    to    the  pope ;    and    councils    then 
were  the  mere  tools  of  the  papal  authority. 
IN  or   did    Eugenius  judge    wrong,    according 
to  the  political  maxims  of  Rome,   in  feizing 
the   opportunity  of  a  weak  reign  in  England, 
to  eftablKh   a  precedesit   for    fubverting    the 
rights  of  all  princes,    and  raking  from  them 
even   the    liberty   of    recommendation    in    the 
election  of  bilhops.    All  oppoiition  was  there- 
fore fruitlefs  ;     and   William    being   depofed,  Gerv.  chron. 
the  chapter  of  York,  upon  the  popes  mandate,^^^^'^^;iH7^ 
proceeded  to  ele(3;  another   archbiihop,  with-c. 'j'''^"^'*  ^"  ^* 
out  confulting  the  king,  who  feemed  to  be 
alfo  depofed  from  his  dignity  and  royal  pre- 
M  4  rogatives. 
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F^Q^  ^:  rogatives.      The     majority    of    the    chapter 
chofe   Hilary    bifhop  of  Chlchefter :    but   a 
fadion  among  them   having  voted  for  Henry 
Murdac,   abbot  of  Fountain,  a  double  return 
was    made    to    Eugenius :     whereupon    that 
pontiff   confirmed    the    eledion  of   Murdac, 
his  favourite,    and    immediately     confecrated 
him  vyith  his  own  hands.     So  flagrantly  were 
the  rights  both   of  the  clergy  and  crown   of 
England   violated   by    the   pope,   who    made 
hinifelf  the  fole  mafter  of  this  eledion,  in  a 
manner  abfolutely    unknown    before   to  our 
.   church,  and  which  is  ipoken  of  with   difguif, 
even  by  forae  of  the  monks   who   wrote   in 
^PHorHa.  ^^°^^  ^^y^.     The  depofed  archbifhop,  when 
guilaid.fub    he  knew  the  fentence  pafiTed  againft  him,   re- 
Netlbriinf.  ^^""^"^  "'^^  England,  and  retired  to  the  houfe 
i.i.  c.  17.*  of    his    friend    the    bilhop    of   Winchefter ; 
where  he  employed  all  his  time  in  the  prac- 
tice of  devotion,  without  the   leaft  murmur, 
or  complaint  of  the  injury  done  him  ;  with- 
out either  laying  himfelf,  or  caring  to  hear, 
a  reproachful  word  faid  of  thofe,  from  whom 
he   had   fuffered    this    iniquitous  perfecution. 
But    the   prelate,   whofe   guefl  he  was,   ilill 
continued  to  treat  him  as  archbifhop  of  York, 
regarding    no  further  the    authority    of  the 
fovereign  pontiff,   than  as  it  concurred  with 
his  own  purpofes.     Under  his  roof  William 

libSfill''^^''^^'^  ^'^^  ^^'^  y^^'  ^^^^^^^  hundred  and  fifty- 
Gervafe,  fub  lOur,  When  fortune  changed  in  his  favour. 
ann.  ii53»  For  his  three  principal  enemies,  Eugenius^ 
lielfbrigenf.  Bernard,  and  ^enry  Murdac,  having  all  died  • 

l.i.      C.     26.  jj^Q 
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the  year  before,  and  Pope  Anaftafius,  whoBOOK  I. 
lucceeded  to  Eugenius,  being  his  friend,  he 
obtained  his  pall.  Yet  his  enjoyment  of  a 
dignity,  purchafed  with  io  much  trouble,  v/as 
not  of  a  long  continuance  :  he  died  foon  after- 
wards, and  is  faid  by  fome  writers  to  have 
been  murdered  by  poifon  in  the  facramental 
wine  :  but  William  of  Newbury,  upon  a  care- 
ful enquiry  into  the  fa61:,  affures  us  that  the 
report  of  it  was  founded  on  nothing  but  flight 
and  uncertain  fufpicions. 

While  the  archblfliop  of  Canterbury  re- 
mained in  France  with  Eugenius  the  Third, 
they  entered  into  great  confidence  and  clofe- 
nefs  of  counfels,  not  only  on  eccleliaftical, 
but  on  civil  affairs.  They  both  hated  Ste- 
phen, who,  by  fupporting  his  brother  in  his 
application  to  Rome  for  a  renewal  of  his 
legatine  power  in  England,  had  grievoufly 
offended  the  primate  ;  and,  by  patronizing 
William  archbifliop  of  York,  had  no  lefs  an- 
gered the  pope.  They  agreed,  therefore,  to 
affift  Prince  Henry  Plantagenet  when  time 
ihould  ferve  j  and  took  meafures  together, 
which  proved  afterwards  of  great  advantage 
to  him,  and  were  the  fecret  iprings  of  fome 
very  important  tranfa6):ions. 

Yet  it  does  not  appear  that  the  archbifliop 
of  Canterbury  obtained  at  this  time  the  le- 
gatine dignity.  The  bifhop  of  Winchefter, 
indeed,  had  been  deprived  of  it  by  Celefhine 
the  Second,  and  could  not  get  it  renewed  by 
Lucius,  his  fucceffor,  or  by  Eugenius :  but 

I  do 
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BOOK.  I.'  I  do  not  find  Theobald  ever  ft  vied  the  pope's 
V  GervT^  legate  till  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty- 
Chron.  Hun- one.  The  council  of  Rheims  being  ended, 
tingd.  et  Ho- j^g  returned  into  England,   confidinp;    in   the 

vcdcti«  lub  .  *-^  . 

ann.  1151.     power  of  the  pope  to  protect  him  againfl  the 

etprafceden-  refentment  of  his  fovereign,  whofe  command 

"  ■""  he  had  flighted,  and  the  laws  of  the  kingdom, 

which  he  fo  contumacioufly  had  prefumed  to 

Gerv.  Chron.  j|;^fi-ii;)ge,     g^t^   upon  his    arrival  at  Canter- 

etAa"pontiiibury,    Stephen     immediately     went     thither 

Cantuar.  in    from  London,  and  fent  him  fuch  angry  mef- 

vit. Theobald,  ^^ggg^    Without    deigning   to    fee    him,    that, 

not   thinking  it   fafe    to  continue    longer  in 

England,  he  returned   back  to  France.     The 

queen   and  William  of  Ipres  endeavoured  to 

mediate  a  reconciliation  ;    and,  that  he  might 

be  nearer  to  England,  perfuaded  him  to  come 

to   St.  Omer's,    where  he  remained   for  fome 

time,  expelling  the  event   of  their  intercef- 

lions.     Several  bifhops  and  abbots  were  fent 

to  confer  with  him ;    but,  as  neither  he,  nor 

his  fovereign,    could    be   induced   to    fubmit 

the  one  to  the  other,  all  expedients   to  make 

them  friends  were  found  ineffe(^ual.     At  lad: 

the   obftinate    prelate,    exafperated    at  being 

detained  fo  long  from   his  lee,  fent  over  to 

England  letters   of  interdict,    wherein  a  day 

was  fixed,   before  which   if  he  had  not  per- 

miflion  to  return,   they  were  to  take   place 

againft  all  that  part  of  the  realm  which  was 

in    obedience  to  Stephen.     Thefe    were    the 

firft  of  this  nature  to  which   England    had 

been  ever  fubjedled;    and  they  were,  there- 

5  ^OXCf 
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fore,  much  more  terrible  to  the  minds  of  the  ROOK  I, 
Englilh.     The    king   had    feized  the   arch-^"'     ''      * 
bilhop's  temporalities,   upon  his  going  out  of 
the  kingdom,  and,    being    in  great    want  of 
money,    opprefled    his   tenants,    by   exacting 
from  them  their  rents  before  the  ufual  time. 
When  that   prelate    was   informed   of  thefe 
proceedings,   he  took  (hipping  at  Gravelines, 
and  landed  in   Suffolk,  at   a  port   belonging 
to  Hugh  Bigot,  who,  being  in  arms  againft 
Stephen,  received  him   with   great  honours. 
At  the  term  he  had  fixed  he  folemnly  pub- 
lifhed  the  interdi61: ;    which   deeply   afFe£led 
the  people,  who  faw  divine  fervice  performed 
in  thofe    countries   that   acknowledged  Ma-  ' 
tilda,  and  not  in  thofe  that  obeyed  the  king. 
The    confequences   of  this    intimidated    the 
latter,  who   Ihould  either   have   forefeen   or 
defpifed  them  ;    but,  as  he  ufually  aded,  he 
began  with  fpirit,  and  concluded  with  mean- 
nefs.     The    bifhops   of    London,   Norwich, 
Chichefter,  and  feveral  temporal  lords,  were 
now  employed  by  him  to  try  to  perfuade  the 
archbifhop   to   take  off  the  interdidl;  which 
they  could    not,    by  any  arguments,   prevail 
upon  him  to  do,  till  he  was  brought  back  in 
triumph  to  his  metropolitan  fee  by  thofe  no- 
bles and  prelates  themfelves.     A  fatal  prece- 
dent, which  gave  a  moft  grievous  and  incura- 
ble wound  to  the  royal  authority ! 

The  fpirits  of  the  party  againft  the  king 
were  much  raifed  by  the  hopes  they  now 
ppnceived  of  once  more  gaining  the  church 

to 
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BOOK  I.  to  their  lide.     Many  clrcumftances  concurred 
*       "  to  infpire  thofe   hopes.     The  archbilhop  of 

Canterbury,  by  the  favour  of  Eugenlus,  was 
become  fo  fuperior  to  the  biihop  of  Win-* 
chefter,  that  the  dominion,  which  hitherto 
had  been  affumed  by  the  latter  over  the 
clergy  of  England,  was  in  a  great  meafure 
loll.  That  the  pope  and  Stephen  were  on 
ill  terms  was  publickly  known  ;  and,  though 
the  archbiOiop  in  appearance  was  reconciled 
to  the  king,  their  real  enmity  was  no  fecret 
to  men  of  any  lagacity.  There  is  great  rea- 
fon  to  beUeve,  that,  at  this  very  time,  the 
archbidiop  was  combined  with  the  earl  of 
Norfolk  and  other  nobles,  in  carrying  on  a 
negociation  for  inviting  Henry  Plantagenet 
to  come  again  into  England  ;  which  took 
effed:  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty- 
nine.  Determined  as  the  enemies  of  Stephen 
were  now,  after  the  ufiige  he  had  given  t6 
the  earl  of  Chefter.  not  to  fubmit  to  the 
tyranny  of  his  government,  they  were  no 
lefs  refoived  not  to  fubjed;  themfelves  and 
their  country  to  the  pride  of  Matilda ;  nor 
were  they  difpofed  to  give  the  crown  to  the  earl 
of  Anjou,  whom  they  always  coniidered  as 
a  flranger  to  England,  married  to  the  daugh- 
<lerv.  ciuon,  ter  of  their  king  withoyt  their  confent.  The 
Kiba))n.ii49. Qj^j^  objed  of  defuse  to  them  and  the  nation 
was  Prince  Henry,  his  eldeft  fon,  who,  hav- 
ing done  nothing  to  alienate  their  affections, 
was  unqueftionably  entitled  to  their  allegi- 
ance by   every  reafon  of  juftice-  and  policy, 

as 
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as  well  as  the  oaths  which  they  had  formerly  B  o  o  K  r. 

taken  to  maintain  his  fucceflion.     Indeed  the'       "      ' 

pretenlions  of  Matilda  might   have    ftood  in 

bar  to  his  claim,  till  after  her  death  ;  and  he 

might   have  been  greatly  embarrailed,  either 

to  fet  them  afide  againft   her  will,  or  to  fup- 

port  them    againft  that  of  the  nation  ;    but, 

in   the  prefent   ftate   of  things,  fhe  had  the 

good    fenfe    to    depart    from    them    herfelf; 

being  convinced  that  it  would  be  impoffible 

to  overcome  the  diflike  which  fhe  difcerned  in 

the  Engh(h  ;    and  not  defiring  to  prevent  her 

fon  from  being  a  king,   that  (he  might  retain 

the  name  of  queen.     A  fondnefs  for  him  was 

become  her  ruling  paffipn ;  and  (he  facrificed  to 

it  that   pride  which  never  would  bend  to  her 

intereft. 

He  was   now  fixteen  years  old,  and  began}. P. Hagud. 
to    difcover   a   manly    vigour    of   body   andg^;;;"^;;^.5°; 
mind;    fo  that  he  feemed   to  be  capable  offub ami.  1149*. 
heading  his   party  ;    and  they    earneftly   de- 
manded his   prefence   in  England,    thinking 
and    declaring,    that,   the    earl    of  Glocefter 
being  dead,  he  was    the  only    leader  under 
whom   they    could   ad   with    any    fpirit    or  \. 
union.     The  king  of  Scotland,   after  having  v.  Neubng. 
made    his    efcape    out    of  Winchefter,    had 
taken  poffeffion    of   the  three   counties  adja- 
cent to  his  kingdom,  not  in  his  own  name, 
but    as    in    cuftody  for    Matilda   and  Henry 
her  fon.     The  inhabitants,  of  thofe  counties 
were  glad  to  be  under  his  government ;    for 
he  was  fo  careful  to  protect  them,   that  they 

fufFered 
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r-fuffered  much  lefs  from  the  miferies  of  the 
times  than  any  other  parts  of  England.  Nor 
could  Stephen  drive  him  out  of  them  ;  being 
too  much  employed  in  the  morfe  fouthern 
provinces  to  carry  his  arms  fo  far  north. 
A  kind  of  truce  had  thus  continued  for  fome 
tune  between  them ;  David  being  fatisfied 
with  fecuring  thofe  counties.  But  he  now- 
was  willing  to  take  a  more  adive  part,  if 
Henry  Plantagenet  would  yield  them  to 
him  and  his  heirs,  free  of  homage  to  the 
crown  of  England,  The  propofal  was  not 
very  generous ;  but  as,  by  making  an  of- 
fenlive  war  againil:  Stephen,  he  might  expofe 
his  own  kingdom  to  fome  danger,  policy 
feemed  to  require  that  he  fhould  exa<£t  a  re- 
compence  for  it ;  and  though  he  was  a  prince 
of  great  generoiity,  he  feldom  allowed  it  to 
go  beyond  his  difcretion.  Whether  he  ex- 
plained himfelf  on  this  article  before  Henry 
came  to  him,  our  ancient  authors  are  lilent. 
j.Haguftaid.  Certain  it  is,  that  he  invited  him  over  with 

fubann. Tiro.  .  _         _     .  ,  , 

Gerv.  chron.  ^  promile  01  aid ;  and  a  great  plan  or  opera- 
et  Huntingd.  tions  was  formed,  in  concert  perhaps  with 
Sz^HStep^'t^^e  pope,  through  the  channel  of  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury :  upon  which  the  earl 
of  Anjou  and  Matilda  were  perfuaded  to 
lend  their  fon  into  England,  with  a  good 
body  of  chofen  forces,  both  horfe  and  foot. 
He  landed  fafely,  we  are  not  told  in  what 
harbour,  but,  as  I  conjedure,  at  Wareham ; 
which  was  now  in  the  poflbffion  of  the 
young  earl  of  Glocefter,  who,  Hot  infe«5ted 

with 
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with  the  perfidy  of  his  brother,  remained  BOOK  I. 
faithful  to  the  caufe  that  his  father  had''^  u— — ' 
maintained  with  fuch  inflexible  conftancy. 
From  thence  Henry  marched  into  fome  of 
the  vveilein  counties,  being  joined  by  the 
earl  of  Chefter,  and  Roger  earl  of  Hereford, 
with  feveral  other  barons  of  note  in  thofe 
parts,  at  whofe  requeft  he  had  come  over, 
and  who  feemed  to  be  greatly  animated  by 
his  arrival.  But  they  did  not  think  it  ad- 
vifeable ,  to  make  any  attempts  againfl  Ste- 
phen in  England,  till  they  Ihould  ad  in 
conjundion  with  the  Scotch  ;  their  principal 
confidence  being  in  the  aid  that  David  had 
promifed,  without  which,  in  their  prefent 
circumftances,  they  had  no  hopes  of  fuccefs,. 
To  him  therefore  they  went,  and  found  him 
at  the  head  of  an  army,  in  the  town  of 
Carlifle.  Henry  was  received  by  him  with 
a  tender  afFeclion.  The  maturity  of  his 
underftanding,  and  a  magnanimity  that  ap- 
peared in  all  his  deportment,  drew  the  ad- 
miration of  the  Scotch,  who  were  the  more 
difpofed  to  admire  him  on  account  of  the 
Scotch  blood  he  had  in  his  veins,  derived  to 
him  from  his  grandmother,  Matilda  the 
Good.  During  the  Whitfuntide  feflivak^ 
kept  by  David  at  Carlifle  with  extraordinary 
pomp,  that  monarch  conferred  on  Henry 
the  honour  of  knighthood,  which  the  mode 
of  thofe  times  made  neceflary  for  princes  as 
foon  as  they  w^ere  capable  of  bearing  arms. 
But,  before  he  did  this,  he  required  him  to 

take 
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pooK  I.  take  an  oath,   never  to  refume,  from  him,  or 

V.  Neubrig.  ^^^^  heirs,  any  part  of  the  three  counties  which 

1.  i.  c.  22.  he  had  obtained  poffeffion  of  during  the  trou- 

1.  u.  C.4.  j^igg  -j^  England. 

If  no  intimations  had  been  given  to  Henry 
of  this  demand  before  he  came  over,  it  was  a 
fbrprife  upon  him ;  and,  confidering  his 
youth  and  the  place  he  was  in,  a  very  unfair 
one.  No  hiftorian,  who  lived  in  that  age, 
has  faid  that  it  was  authorifed  bv  Matilda. 
In  whatever  manner  it  was  made,  Henry 
did  not  think  it  prudent,  while  he  was  in 
Scotland,  to  difpute  it  with  the  king  ;  but 
took  the  oath  prefcribed  to  him,  and  yielded 
thoie  provinces,  in  hopes  of  recovering  the 
reft  of  the  kingdom  by  the  affiftance  of  the 
Scotch. 

Another  difficulty  with  regard  to  this 
matter  was  alfo  adjufted.  That  no  difcon- 
tent  might  remain  in  the  earl  of  Chefter, 
on  account  of  his  claim  to  Carlifle,  which 
he  had  not  renounced  when  Stephen  gave 
that  city  to  David,  it  now  was  agreed,  that 
the  eldeft  fon  of  the  earl  ihould  marry  the 
daughter  of  Henry  prince  of  Scotland,  and 
receive  in  exchange  for  his  pretenfions  to 
Carlifle  the  honour  of  Lancafler,  which  they 
propofed  to  conquer  for  him.  I  prefume 
that  he  was  not  to  hold  this  acquifition  as  a 
fief  under  David,  who  had  no  title  to  it ;  but 
under  Henry  Plantagenet,  as  king  of  Eng- 
z  land. 
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land.     This    being   fettled,    he   departed,    in  BO  OK   I. 
order  to  raife  greater  forces,  with  which  he '        "■ 
engaged  to  join  the  Scotch.     The   place   of 
rendezvous  was  appointed  at  Lancafter,  and 
a  day  fixed  for  his  coming.     David  accord- 
;  mglj  marched  thither  with  his  army  ;   but, 
j  the   earl  not  keeping  his   word,  he  returned 
:  to  Carhfle  much  difiatisfie-d.      While  he  lay 
I  there,    Stephen    drew    his    troops    together, 
I  and   came  to   York  ;    but  kept   himfelf  en- 
I  tirely  upon  the   defenfive  :    and   David  adted 
;  with  the  fame  caution.     We  are  not  informed 
;  what  it  was  that   caufed  the  earl  of  Chefler 
j  to  fail    in    his    promife.      Perhaps  he   could 
I  not   raife   his    vaffals    fo   fpeediiy    as  he   had 
imagined   he   fliouJd  when  he  left   Carliile  ; 
or  rather  the  mere  levity  of  his  natural  tem- 
jiper  made  him  faKe  to  his  word  ;    for  he  was 
I  accuftomed  to  change  his  conduct,   not  only 
:  with  his  intereft,  but  with  all  the  irregular 
;iallies    of    his    paliions.      Poffibly    too    the 
jarchbi(hop  of  Cauterbiiry,  who  might  think 
[it  would  become  him  to  be  lafl  in  the  field, 

ii 

'wa$  flopped  by  the  backward nefs  he  faw  in 
[the  earl  and  fome  of  his  other  confederates, 
jupon  whofe  alacrity  he  had  counted.  It 
inight  have  been  expeded,  that  the  earls  of 
Norfolk,  of  Pembroke,  and  of  Hertford, 
(Would  join  the  king  of  Scotland  and  Henry 
pantagenet,  either  with  the  earl  of  Cheflerj 
br  without  him ;  but  they  were  probably 
treflrained  from  it  by  fome  negociatioa 
■ppened  with  them  by  Stephen,  or  by  the 
Vol.  IL  N  difficulty 
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BOOK  I.  difficulty  they  found  of  drawing  their  forces 
out  of  the  feveral  counties  in  which  their  chief 
power  lay  ;  and  their  ina(5lion  might  be  an  ar- 
gument to  with-hold  the  archbilhop,  who 
certainly  was  not  deficient  in  zeal  for  the  caufe, 


nor  m  courage. 


The  hopes  of  prince  Henry  were  all  blafted 
by   this  difappointraent.     He  fought    an  oc- 
caiion   of  exercifing    his    new    profeffion   of 
arms,  or  (to  fpeak  in  the  language  of  that 
age"^    he   deiired    to   gain   his  Jpurs\    but    he. 
could    not  poffibly  take,  the  field,   againft  a 
royal  army,  with  his  own  troops  alone  ;    nor 
find    any    proper    means    of   employing    his  « 
valour,  while  the  two  kings,  almoft  equally  | 
afraid   of  each    other,    contented   themfelves 
with  only  guarding  their   borders.     Thus  it 
happened  that  the  whole  fummer,   and  part 
of  the  autumn,   of  the  year  eleven  hundred 
and  forty-nine,  palled  without  any  confidera- 
ble   event,     except   that    Euftace,    who   that 
year  had  been  knighted  by    his   father,  and 
had  the  'command   of  fome  forces,  made  in- 
curfions   into  the   lands  of  thofe  Englifh  ba- 
rons  who   v^ere   with  Henry  at  Carliile,   anil 
did    them    much   miichief.     The    reputation 
which    that    prince   acquired   by  this  action, 
the    fiiit    exploit    of  his    manhood,    caufed 
Henry  to  repine  the  more  at  his  own    hands 
Gerv.  Chron.be in g  tied  ;  and  therefore,  feeing  no  profpe£t 
fubann.1150.  q£-  g^^iii^^g  j^j-jy  honour,  or  doing  himfelf  airy  j 

fervice,  by  a  longer  abode  in  the   court  of 

David, 
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David,  whom  he  found  determined  not  to^BOOK  I. 
a6l  ofFeniively  against  Stephen,  he  returned^  """" 
into  Normaiady,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty.  Yet,  though 
he  had  not  heen  able,  during  his  {lay  in 
this  ifland,  to  fgnalize  himfelf  byany  illuftri- 
ous  actions,  he  left  behind  him  fuch  imprefiions 
of  his  merit  and  capacity,  that  his  having  come 
over  was  in  reality  of  great  advantage  to  him, 
and  ftrongly  difpofed  the  minds  of  the  Englifh 
nobility  to  invite  him  again  at  a  more  fa- 
vourable feafon. 

The  earl  of  Anjou  was  now  in  quiet  pof-A-  ^-  "S^- 
feffion  of  Normandy,  having  deterred  all  his 
enemies  from  exciting  any  new  difturbances 
there,  by  the  firmnefs  and  vigour  of  his 
government.  But  the  treafonable  pradices  v.  Sug.  eplH. 
of  a  prince  of  the  blood  would  have  kindled  o^;^^''^*^^^^ 
a  civil  war  in  the  whole  kingdom  of  France, 
if  it  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  prudence 
and  magnanimous  fpirit  of  Abbot  Suger, 
who,  Vv'hen  his  m after  went  to  the  Holy 
war,  had  been  left  regent  of  France,  from 
the  lingular  confidence,  which,  not  only  the 
king,  but  the  nation,  unanimoufly  placed  in 
his  wifdom  and  integrity.  Their  opinion  of 
him  was  juftified  by  every  act  of  his  re- 
gency ;  but  the  mod  difficult  part  of  it  was 
at  the  latter  end,  when  Robert  earl  of  Dreux, 
who  had  returned  into  France  before  his 
brother,  tried  to  raife  a  rebellion  there  againft 
that  monarch,  and  obtain  the  crown  for 
'        ■  N  2  himfelf. 


igo  HISTORY    OF    THE    LIFE 

BOOK  I^.  himfeif,  or,  at  leaft,  to  nfurp  the  whole 
power  of  the  government.  His  hopes  of 
iuccefs  in  this  flagitious  defign  were  grounded. 
on  the  ill  humour  which  the  lofs  and  dif- 
honour,  that  the  nation  had  fuffered  from  the 
late  unhappy  crufade,  had  produced  in  many 
of  the  French,  a  people  unapt,  from  the  vi- 
vacity of  their  temper,  to  bear  wilh  mode- 
ration either  good  or  bad  fortune.  He  art- 
fully fomented  this  difcontent,  and,  by  im- 
puting the  difaflers  of  which  they  com- 
plained to  the  weaknefs  and  folly  of  Louis, 
drew  upon  him  at  once  their  contempt  and 
indignation.  The  hiftory  of  France  afforded 
precedents  of  depofmg  kings  for  incapacity, 
and  (hutting  them  up  in  convents.  Louis 
had  no  iflbe  male  :  his  brother  Henry,  who 
WT.S  next  in  the  order  of  flicceffion,  had 
taken  the  frock  of  a  monk  m  the  abbey  of 
Clairvaux :  thefe  circumftances  were  very 
favourable  to  the  ambition  of  Robert,  who 
refolved  to  make  ufe  of  them,  and  pufli  his 
fortune  to  the  utmoft.  The  ferment  in  the 
rninds  of  the  people  was  great :  and  many  of 
the  nobles  Vvere  ready  for  a  revolt ;  Robert 
having  gained  a  ftrong  party  among  thole 
with  whom  he  had  lerved  in  the  Eaft  by 
his  manly  and  military  chara6\er,  which 
feemed  to  render  him  far  more  worthy  to 
govern  the  Frencli  nation,  than  the  bigoted 
Louis ;  and  the  general  poverty  brought  upon 
them,  by  their  expences  and  mifad ventures 
ill  their    late    ruiuQUS   enterprifb;.   inftigating 

them  1 
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them  to  feek  a  remedy  for  it  in  the  confu-^oo^-^   i- 
:  fion   and   violence   of  civil  war,  or  in  fuch  a  ""^    " 
change  of  the  government  as  might   entitle 
them  to  advantages  they  could   not  hope  for 
^  in  the   prefent  ftate    of  the    kingdom.     But 
the   regent   was    warned  of  thefe    dangerous  ^•^^^'S^''* 
machinations    by   a  letter  from   the  earl   of       '  ^' 
I  Flanders,    who,    at  the    iame   time    that    he 
i  cautioned    him    to   be   well  upon   his   guard, 
I  offered    to    come    and    affift    him,    if   there 
fhould    be    any    occa fion    for    it,    with    the 
;  whole  force  of   his   earldom.     So   frank   an 
.'  offer,    made  at  fuch  a  critical    time   by  one 
;  of  the   bravefl:  and  moil:  powerful  princes  of 
'  France,    enabled  the  regent   to  maintain   his 
1  mafter's  authority,  and  extinguifh  this  rebel- 
j  lion  before  it  broke  out  into  any  open  flame. 
I  'What  part  was  taken  by  the  earl  of  An- 
■jou   we  are   not   informed ;    but   as    he,    and 
his    brother-in-law,     the    earl    of  Flanders, 
;,  generally   afted   in   concert,   and  as  he  lived 
I  ill   the  moft  cordial   friendfliip  with    Suger, 
we  may  venture  to   conclude,  that   he  gave 
no  encouragement  to  the  treafon   of  Robert, 
jor,  rather,  that  he  joined  with  them  to  refift 
it.     In  the  colletSlion  of  Super's  letters  there  Ibid.  ep.  r- 
I  IS  one,   firom   him  to   that  mlnifter,  wherem 
ihe  ufed  thele  expreffions :    "  I  notify  to  you, 
j^'  as   my  dearefi  friend^  that  (it  it    be   necef- 
'*'*  fary)you  may  fend  for  me  upon  the  king'^s 
'"  fervice,    and  I  fiall    moji    certainly    attend 
*'  you,  to  ferve  him  in  all  affairs,  as  you  Jliall 
•^'  re^uirey  and  even  with   more  dilige?ice  than 

.N  3  .  "  If 
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BOOK   l.«  ij  ]je   were   prejent,^*     This    letter  indeed 
'"^-^    ^^"""^  vvas  written  before  the  return  of  the  earl  of 
Dreux  into   France  ;    but  I  find  no  reafon  to 
doubt    that    Geoffry    flill    continued    in    the 
fame    difpontions.     Suppofing    only    that  he 
did  not  abet    the   defigns  of  Robert,  it  was  • 
of  great  fervice  to  Louis  :    for  if  the  power 
of   the    dutchy  of   Normandy,    and    of  the 
earldoms    cf   Anjou,    Maine,   and   Touraine, 
had,  in  this  conjunclure,  been  employed   to 
ftrengthen   the  fa6tion  againft  that  monarch, 
the    worfl    confequences    might    have    been  . 
feared  from  fuch  a  confederacy.     But  it  may 
iiaturall;/  be   prefumed,   from  his  connexions 
at  this  time,  and  from   the   kindneis  which  ^ 
afterwards  continued  to  fubfift  between  Suger 
and   him,    that,    on    this   occaiion,    he    was 
V.  Suger,     more  than  unadiveiy  loyal.     Yet  no  fooner 
ep.  130. 153.  ^-^-p^3  {.j^g  king  delivered   from    the   danger  of 
fo    formidable    a^  .revolt,    than,    as   we   learn 
from  Suger's   letters,  he  was  ready  to  draw 
his   fword   againil   the   earl  of  Anjou.     The 
caufe   of  their   qua'  rcl  is  not  told,   either  in 
any  of  thoie  letters,  or  by  the  contemporary 
hiilorians.     But  it  will    not    be    difficult    to 
guefs   the  motives  from  which  Louis  might 
be  induced  to  fuch  a  war.     For  though,  be- 
fore he  took   the  crofs,    his   intereils,   or   his « 
paffions,   had  caufed  him,  in  the  manner  be^ 
fore    related,  to  give    the   inveftiture   of   the 
'    dutchy  of  Normandy  to  Geoffry  Plantagenet, 
other   fentiraents  might   now   prevail    in   his 
inind ;    elpecially  as  his   hatred   againft    the 

houf^ 
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houfe  of  Blois  was  intirely  overcome  by  the^^^K:  i. 
iirtful  addrels  of  the  prefent  head  of  that 
famiij,  Henry  earl  of  Champagne,  who  had 
gone  with  him  to  the  Eaft,  and  there  had 
infinuated  himfelf  into  his  favour.  This  ^^  Suger, 
prince  would  naturally  ufe  all  his  credit  with  ^^^  '  ''^* 
his  fovereign  to  the  advantage  of  Euftace, 
his  coufin-german,  and  Stephen,  his  uncie  ; 
which,  together  with  the  fupplicatiohs  and 
reproaches  of  Conftantia,  the  lifter  of  Louis, 
married  to  Euftace,  might  incline  the  king, 
who  was  very  inconftant  in  his  policy,  to 
undo  his  own  work,  and  drive  the  earl  of 
Anjou  again  out  of  Normandy,  that  he 
might  reftore  it  to  his  brother-in-law,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenour  of  a  prior  engagement, 
contra(lled  by  his  father,  and  ratified  by  him- 
felf. But  the  immediate  occafion  of  their 
quarrel  might  arife  from  difputes  concerning 
the  extent  of  the  king's  jurifdiclion  over  the  - 
vaflals  of  Normandy,  upon  appeals  made  to 
.his  court  from  the  court  of  their  duke. 
.The  mind  of  Louis  might  thus  be  irritated 
againft  the  earl  of  Anjou  ;  and  in  that  difpo- 
iition  it  would  ealily  receive  all  impreflions, 
which  the  friends  of  Stephen  and  Euftace 
defired  to  make,  againft  the  right  of  that 
prince  or  of  his  confort,  Matilda,  to  the 
dutchy  of  Normandy.  Certain  it  is,  that  he 
had  formicd  a  deiign  of  attacking  him  in 
that  country,  and  was  preparing  for  it  with 
great  ardour  ;  but  as  foon  as  Suger,  who  then 
was  abfent  from  the  French  court,  received 
N  4  notice 
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BOOK  I.  notice    of    this    unexpeded    refolution,     he 
^^       '  wrote  to  tjfie    kuig,    and   earneftly   entreated 

V.  Suger,  him,  not  to  engage  ineonfiderately  in  a  war 
^^'  '^>  '  againft  the  earl  of  Anjou,  whom  he  himfelf 
had  made  duke  of  Normandy,  without  the 
advice  of  all  his  barons ;  becaufe  fuch  a  war, 
if  rafniy  undertaken,  could  neither  be  carried 
on  without  great  difficulty,  nor  dropt  with 
honour.  He  alfo  fent  a  letter  to  the  earl  of 
Anjou  and  Matilda,  expreffing  the  greateft 
concern  at  the  difference  between  his  mailer 
and  them.  He  told  them,  that  he  had  been 
honoured  with  marks  of  extraordinary  favour 
and  confidence  by  their  father  King  Henry, 
and  had  done  him  great  fervices  in  many 
important  negociations  and  treaties.  Particu- 
larly he  affirmed,  that,  for  twenty  years  to- 
gether, no  peace  had  been  ever  made  be- 
tween Louis  le  Gros  and  that  monarch 
without  his  having  h;id  a  principal  (hare  in 
fertlmg  the  terms  of  it,  as  one  who  was 
Ib<d,ep.  i53.eciually  trufled  by  both  princes.  He  pro^ 
felfed,  that  he  fiill  retained  the  fame  difpo- 
litions;  and  not  merely  from  love  of  peace, 
but  out  of  gratitude  for  the  favours  which 
Henry  had  done  him,  he  now  exhorted  the 
earl  of  Anjou  and  Matilda  to  ufe,  with  all 
diligence,  their  utmoft  endeavours,  by  the 
mediation  of  their  friends,  to  appeale  the 
anger  of  the  king,  and  regain  his  affedion, 
while  it  was  yet  in  their  power  to  regain  it, 
and  before  he  had  concluded  any  league 
with  their   enemies,     Thefe   letters   had  all 

i;he 
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the    effe6t   he    wiOied.     Louis    was    flopped  BOOK  I, 
from  purfuing  his  intention;    and,   when   he    '     "^ 
had  leifure   to   refled  more    cooly  upon    it, 
he   difcovered,  what   his  paflion    before  had 
concealed,  the  very    bad  policy   of  agitating 
his   kingdom,   which  flood   in  fuch  need  of 
repofe,    with    new    inteftine    broils,    and   of 
making  that  potentate  an  implacable  enemy, 
whom    he    had  found  a  ufeful    friend.      He 
therefore  left    the    earl   of   Anjou  in  peace, 
and  broke  off  the  treaty  begun  with  Euftace, 
Whether  that  earl  had  gone  fo  far,  in  defe- 
rence to  him,   as  to  yield  the  point   in  dif- 
pute,  we  are  not  informed  :    but  it  may  be 
prefumed,    that,    agreeably    to    the    council 
given  by  Suger,    he  made  fome  conceffions, 
in  order  to  recover  his  favour.     Nor  did  he 
think  it  advifeable  to  lit  down  content  with 
having  only  diipelled  the  prefent  ftorm  ;    but, 
forefeeing  a  new  change  in   the  mind  of  the 
king,    endeavoured  to  prevent  the  effecls   of 
his    levity  by  a  negociation,  which  was   un*- 
doubtedly  concerted  between  him  and  Suger. 
A  propofal  was  made  to  that  monarch  in  his^^j'^-  ^udor. 
name,  with  the  concurrence  of  Matilda,  that,  c.  28.   ^^* 
if  he  would  give  the  invefliture  of  the  dutchyHlflor.  ejufd. 
of  Normandy  to  Henry  thei-  fon,  they  would  p^'^^^'^^^^"^' 
cede  to   him   the   Norman  Vex;n,  a  province R.de  Monte 
lying   betwixt  the  rivers  Epte   and    Andelle,^^™"-^'*^""* 
wherein    was    fituated    the    caflle  of  Gifors,  '^^^ 
which   had  been  the  principal  caufe   of  dif- 
;pord  between  Louis  le  Gros  and  King  Henry. 
Jt  feems  furpr^fing,  that  the  earl,  inftead  of 

j:etaining 
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BOOK  I. retaining  the  dutchy  under  his  own  admi- 
"  "  niftration,  as  he  had  hitherto  done,  iliould 
defire  to  give  up  a  frontier  of  fuch  Inipor- 
tance,  and  which  had  coft  fo  much  blood, 
merely  with  the  view  of  procuring  for  his 
fon  the  inveftiture  of  the  whole  !  No  caufc 
is  affigned  for  it  by  any  ancient  hiftorian  : 
but  feveral  motives  may  be  well  fuppofed  to 
have  influenced  his  condud  in  this  affair. 
He  probably  might  difcern  that  his  fubjecls 
of  Normandy  defired  rather  to  be  governed 
by  his  fon,  than  by  him  ;  that  prince  being 
the  neareft  heir  male  in  defcent  from  William 
tne  Conqueror,  and  now  of  an  age,  which, 
with  an  underftanding  fo  mature  and  for- 
ward as  his,    they   judged  to  be  capable    of 

■  '  fuftaining    the    weight    of    the  government.  . 

Another  confideration,  which  miiglit  reafon- 
ably  appear  of  great  moment,  was,  that  the 
iaunediate  poiieifion  of  Normandy  would  be 
very  ufeful  to  Henry,  in  affifting  him  to  re- 
cover the  kingdom  of  England ;  as  the  moft 
OQwerful  nobles,  who  had  fiefs  in  both 
countries,  were  very  defirous  of  holding  them 
under  one  lord.  And  to  fecure  his  title  to 
Normandy,  by  a  new  ad  of  the  French 
cr'own,  arifing  from  a  treaty  beneficial  to 
that  crown,  was  doubtleis  good  policy  :  for 
the  pretenfions  of  Euftace  might  at  'any 
time  becom,e  formidable,  if  Louis  could  be 
induced  to  countenance  and  fupport  them. 
The  earl  of  Anjou  therefore  atted  a  very 
prudent    part    in    making    this    offer ;    and 

Matilda 
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Matilda  gave  up  only  the  name  of  a  power,  BOOK  i; 

which   {he    had   never    enjoyed,   to   procure^ ''      ^ 

a  folid  beaefit  for  a  fon  whom  fhe  loved. 
Poffibly  too  file  might  hope  to  have  a  more 
real  fhare  in  the  government,  when  vefted 
in  her  fon,  than  while  it  continued  in  the 
hands  of  her  huiband.  The  king  of  France, 
extremely  pleafed  with  gaining  the  Vexin, 
granted,  without  any  difficulty,  the  invefti- 
ture  they  defired.  For  that  purpofe  he  went 
himfelf  into  Normandy,  about  the  autumn 
of  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  ;  and, 
left  any  faction  there  ihould  be  inclined  to 
oppofe  his  defign,  he  led  an  army  thither, 
with  which  having,  as  fovereign,  taken  pof~ 
feffion  of  the  dutchy,  he  delivered  it  all,  ex- 
cept the  Vexin,  to  Henry  Plantagenet,  after 
hearing  his  title  to  it  made  out  in  due  form, 
and  receiving  his  homage. 

Thus  was  this  prince,  even  during  the  life  A.  D.  n^o. 
of  his  parents,  raifed  to  the  exercife  of  do- 
minion, and  formed,  in  the  earlieft  bloom  of 
youth,  to  all  the  regal  duties  ;  learning  by 
pradice,  as  well  as  precepts,  the  fcience  of 
government,  which,  without  practice,  no  in- 
itruclioDS  can  fufficiently  teach. 

The  earl  of  Anjou  had  certainly  great  rea- 
fon  to  hope,  that,  after  this  iettlement  of  the 
dutchy  of  Normandy  with  fo  much  fatif- 
fadiqn  to  both   parties,  nothing  could  foon 

happen 
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BOOK  I.  happen  to  difturb  the  good  harmony  between 
'  '  ^  Louis  and  Henry :  but  the  feudal  govern- 
ment, in  a  country  where  the  fiefs  were  fo 
great,  was  a  perpetual  fource  of  difcord. 
One  of  his  Angevin  barons,  named  Gerard 
de  Berlai,  lord  of  Montreuil,  had  been  in 
Chron.Norm.  rebellion  againft  him,  trufting,  as  it  feems, 
ibbann.iijo.j.^  the  ftienjrth  of  his  caftle.  It  was  indeed 
ahnoft  impoffible  to  take  it  by  florm  :  but 
GeofFrv  built  three  forts  of  ftone,  wbich  en- 
tirely  (luitting  up  all  the  paffages  to  it  for 
three  years  together,  by  this  kind  of  bloc- 
kade he  obliged  it  to  furrender,  and  took  the 
lord  of  it  prifoner,  a  little  after  the  ceffion 
of  Normandy  to  his  fon.  This  was  accounted 
in  thofe  days  (as  appears  by  the  words  of  a 
contemporary  hiftorian)  an  extraordinary  and 
glorious  exploit,  the  like  of  which  (lays  that 
Ibidem.  author)  had  not  been  heard  of  fince  tJoe  time  of 
yulius  Cafar,  He  meant,  I  prefume,  the 
long  continuance  of  the  fiege  ;  it  being  then 
very  unufual  for  any  to  be  protracted  above 
three  or  four  months.  But  Gerard  had  found 
means  to  engage  the  king  of  France  in  the 
jupport  of  his  quarrel,  perhaps  by  alledging  . 
that  he  was  not  a  valTal  of  Anjou,  but  of 
Poi6rou  ;  Montreuil  being  then  a  diilrid:  of 
the  latter,  if  the  author  of  the  Norman  Chro- 
nicle be  not  miilaken.  It  now  belongs  to 
Anjou  ;  from  whence  it  is  probable  that  the 
right  to  it  was  doubtful,  and  a  matter  of 
contention   between  the  earl    of  Anjou   and 

dukes 
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dukes    of    Guienne  J     which    might    induce  ^O  OK  i. 
Louis  to  confider  Gerard  de  Berlai  as  his  vaf-^       "       ' 
fal,  and   the  caftle  as  belonging  to  him  by  his 
marriage.     Certain  it  is,  that  he  took  upon 
himfelf   the    protection    of    both,     and    was 
much   incenfed  at  the  earl  of  Anjou,  for  de- 
taining that  lord  in  captivity,  as  well  as  for 
having  prefunned  to  demolifti  the  caftle.     But 
GeofFry,  who  thought  that  he  had  done  no- 
thing illegal,  would  not  fubmit  in  this  point 
to  the  royal  authority  -,  and  the  difpute  upon 
it  grew  fo   hot,    that    Louis   determined    to 
chaftife  his  rehelUoji  (for   fuch  he  called  his 
rejijiance)  by  force  of  arms.     Normandy  had 
no  concern   in  the   quarrel ;  yet  he  chofe  to 
begin    the    war  by    attacking    that    dutchy, 
j    either  taking  it  for  granted  that  Henry  would 
I    a6l    in    defence  of   his  father,    or    beHeving 
I    that  Geoifry  would  be   more  intimidated,   if 
the    ftorm  fell  on   his   fon,   than    if  it   were 
«    directed  againft  himfelf.     To  give  the  greater 
alarm,  he  fent  for  Euftace,   King  Stephen's 
fon  ;  who  readily  came   at  his  call ;  and  they 
I    marched   together  into  Normandy,   the  fron- 
j    tier  of  which  was  open  on   the  fide  of  the 
j    Vexin.      About  the   middle  of  fummer,    in 
1    the  year  eleven  hundred   and  fifty-one,   they 
j    laid  clofe  iiege  to  the  ftrong  caftle  of  Arques. 
i    Henry  came  againft  them  at  the  head  of  an 
I    army  compofed  of  Angevins,   Normans,  and 
I    Bretons  ;    the   lad  of  whom    fervcd   him    as 
vaifils  of  Norm.mdy,  of  which  Bret^gne  was 
'    h-eld    in    fief.      His    force    was    fuperior    to 

that 
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BOOK  I.  that  of  his  enemy,  and  the  ardour  of  youth 
made  him  vviih  for  an  engagement,  in  which 
he   hoped  that  he  might   vanquifli  a  king  of 
France  :    but,    eager  as  he    was    to    acquire 
that  glory,  he  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  retrained 
by   the   counfels  of  fom.e   of  his  oldeft    and. 
wife  ft   friends,  who   advifed  him  to  avoid,  if 
ppffible,  a  battle   with  his    fovereign.     Their 
caution   was  reafonable  ,•    and  it    did    Henry 
more  honour,  that  he  could,   at  his   age,   be 
prudent  enough  to  regard  it,  than   if,    againfl 
their  advice,  he  had  fonght  and  conquered. 
Louis,  finding  the  duke  ftronger   than   he 
'    had   expected,   returned  to  Paris,    in   order  to 
raife  more  forces,  without  which  he  was  fen- 
fible   he  could  not  fucceed ;  as   none  of  the 
Normans   had  revolted  in  favour  of  Euftace. 
He  was  now   reconciled  to  his   brother,   the 
earl  of  Dreux,  and  not  only  forgave  him  his 
treafonable    attempts,    but    truiled    and    em- 
ployed him  5  his  temper  knowing  no  medium 
between  hatred  and  confidence.     When  the 
new   levies   were   made,  he   and   that  prince 
went   together  at  the  head  of    thofe   bands, 
and  fired  the  town  of  Seez,  which  belonged 
to  William  de  Talevaz,   one  of  the  greateft  i 
Norman  barons  :  after  which,  the  king,  being"! 
.  indifpofed,   returned    to    Paris,     but    ordered  ^ 
his  army  to  pofl:  itfelf  on  the  bank  of  the 
Seine,  along  the  Norman  frontier ;  intending 
to    lead  it  into   Normandy   as    foon    as  his 
health   would    permit.     At   the   fame   time, 
the  earl  of  Anjou  and  Henry,   uniting  their 

forces, 
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forces,  lay  on  the  borders  of  Normandy,  over-B  o  o  K  I. 
againft  the  king's  troops,   and  fhewed,  that,'       '       ' 
although  they  were   defirous  of  peace,  they 
were  not  afraid  of  war.     If  Louis   had  been 
able  to  a£t,  the    affair    might    have    become 
very  ferious  :  but,  his  diftemper  increafing  to 
a  violent  fever,  he  willingly  agreed  to  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  arms  ;  during  which  growing  better, 
he  liftened  to  propofals  for  an  accommodation, 
that  were   made  to  him   by  feveral  eccleiiaf- 
ticks,  whom  the  earl  of  Anjou  employed,   aschron.Noim. 
the  bed:  negotiators  with  a  prince  of  his  cha-utfupm. 
ra£ler.      Probably   Suger    was  one    who   la- 
boured the  moft  in  this   treaty  :  for,    befides 
the  regard  he  profeffed  for  the  houfe  of  Anjou, 
the  intereft  of  his  mailer,  and  of  the  king- 
dom,  which  flood  in  need  of  a  long  peace  to 
recover  its  flrength,  mufl  have   inclined  him 
to  promote  it  with  all  his  power.     It  was  in- 
deed unpardonable  in  Louis,  fo   quickly  after 
he  had  granted  the  invefliture  of  Norm.andy 
to  Henry    Plantagenet,    not    only  to   attack 
him,  on  account  of  a  difference  with  his  father, 
but  to  bring  over  Euftace,   with  an  apparent 
intention,  againfl  the  faith  of  the  mofl  iblemii 
1     treaty,  and  while  he  a£lually  enjoyed  the  bene- 
I     fits  of  it,  to  reftore  the  dutchy  to  that  prince. 
Suger  mufl  have  feen  this  levity  with  con- 
cern :    but   all    the    influence    that   minliler 
had  acqun-ed  over  iiis   mind,   could  not  hin- 
der  the   firfl   heat   of  his  impetuous    temper 
j      from   hurrying  him  into  rafh  atid  inconlilleat 
a€ls.     The   utmolt  he  could  do  vv'as  to  feize 
I  everv 
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every  moment  of  cooler  thought,   and  brin^ 
him  back  to  reafon    by  gentle    reproofs,    or 
by    artful    iniinuations.     Thus  he   feems    to 
have  proceeded  with  him  upon  this  occafion  ; 
and,  having  been  affifted  by  the  prudent  con^ 
du6l  of  the  earl  of  Anjou  and  of  Henry,    he 
re-eftabhfhed  that  tranquillity  he  ib  much  de- 
fu'ed.     The  terms  of  peace  were  only  thefe  ; 
that  the  earl  fhould  give  up  his  prifoner,  Ge- 
rard de  Berlai,  to  the  king  ;  and  that  Henry 
Ihould    renew   his    homage    for    Normandy. 
The  unhappy  Euftace  was  thus  fent  back  to 
England,  with  the  grievous   mortification  of 
feeing  the  dutchy,    which  he  came    over  to 
regain,  confirmed  to  his  enemy.     A  miferable 
condition    it  is   for  a  prince,   who  has  high 
thoughts    and    pretenfions,    to    depend,    for 
the  fupport  of  them,   upon  the   aid  of  ano- 
ther! He   will  be   fet  up   and   cafl  down  at 
every   turn,  juft  as  the  intereft  or  caprice   of 
the   potentate  upon  whom   he  relies,  or  the 
inclinations   of  favourites,    may    happen     to 
change.    From  the  character  given  of  Euftace 
by  the  writers  of  thofe  tnxies,  we  may  be  cer- 
tain that  he  felt  very  (harply  the  uneafinefs 
and  humiliation  of  inch  a  dependence :  but 
he  was  forced    to  fubmit ;    and    (what  was 
ft  ill  more  painful  to  him)  he  durft  not  com- 
plain :    for   he  was    afraid,    by  (hewing  his 
refentment,   to    lofe   the   afFedion  of  Louis, 
which  might  be  ufeful  to  him  upon  other  oc- 
cafions,   and    trufted    to   the  unfleadinels   of 
that  kino   in  his  politicks,  that  the  houfe  of 

Plan- 
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Piantagenet  and  he  would  not  long  continueBOOK  i, 
friends.  "       ' 

Henry,    being    now  in  quiet    poffeffion  ofChron.Nonn. 
Norniandy,  turned  his  thoughts  towards  Eng-  "^  ^^^^' 
land,   and  convened  a  great    council    of   the 
Norman    nobility,  in  order  to  cohfult   with 
;  them  in  what  manner  he   fliould  purfue  his 
claim  to  that  kingdom.     But,   while  he  v.'as 
I  eagerly  intent  on  the  refult   of  this  delibera- 
tion,  his  father,    the  earl  of  Anjou,   died  of^-'Dc  it^u 
&  fever,  on  the  tenth  of  Septembefj  in  the  year 
eleven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  being  the  forty- 
firft  of  his  ape. 

From  all  we  know  of  this  prince,  he  ap-  Ibid,  ibidem. 
!  pears  to  have  been  a  man  of  a  very  found  un-S^'^*7?'^'^^'^ 
jderlrandmg  ;  active  and  brave;    but  cautious  j 
and  lefs  a  warrior  than  a  Ifatefman.     Though 
I  he  paid  little   regard  to  the  notions  of  piety 
[|iiiculcated    by  the    clergy,    where  he  found 
ijthem    oppoiite  (as    they  often  were)  to  his 
ftemporal  rights,  yet    he    had  a  fober  and  ra- 
tional fenfe   of  religion.     His  moral  chara6ter 
Iwas   good,   but   not    ihining,    rather    exempt 
■  |from    great   vices    than    adorned  with    great; 
jvirtues.     But  there  v/as  in  his  temper  a  happy 
Imoderation,  which^    when    fortune    was    ad- 
>!iverfe  to  him,  enabled  him  to  wait,  v/lth  pa- 
ftience  and  firmnefs,  for  better  opportunities ; 
land,   when    favourable,   preferved   him   from 
|infoience  and  prelumption. 

He  left  three  fons  by  Matilda.     To  Henryj^Chron.Norm, 
the  eldeu,   he  bequeathed  his  three  earldoms,"^ '"^^^" 
Vol,  IL  O  Anion, 
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book:  L  Anjou,  Touraine,  and  Maine,  except  the 
caftles  of  Chinon  and  Loudon  in  Touraine, 
and  that  of  Mirebeau  in  Anjou,  which,  with 
all  their  dependences,  he  gave  to  GeofFry, 
his  fecond  ion.  Some  authors  have  faid,  that 
the  earldom  of  Mortagne  was  given  by  him 
to  William,  his  younged  fon.  But,  as  Mor- 
tagne was  a  province  of  Normandy,  which 
before  his  death  he  had  religned  entirely  to 
Prince  Henry,  he  could  not  by  his  will  dif- 
pofe  of  it  to  another ;  and  therefore  this  be- 
queft  (if  indeed  there  w^is  any  fuch)  mufl  be 
confidered  as  a  recommendation  of  his  third 
fon  to  that  earldom,  if  Henry  Jhouid  be  wiU 
ling  to  bejlow  it  upon  him.  It  is  evident,  by  an  | 
a6t  of  that  prince  not  long  afterwards,  that  he 
thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of 
otherwife,  as  his  own  intereft  then  required 
Nor  do  we  find  any  legacy  of  money  be- 
queathed to  William  by  his  father :  but  his 
whole  fortune  was  left  dependent  on  Henry's 
GuLNeubrlg.affeaion.  Better  care  was  taken  of  GeofFry  : 
for,  befides  the  prefent  gift  of  the  above- 
mentioned  caftles,  his  father  directed,  by  a 
claufe  in  his  will,  that  if  ever  Henry  fhould 
be  fully  poiTeffed  of  his  mother's  inheritance, 
that  is,  of  England  and  Normandy,  he  then 
lliould  give  up  all  his  paternal  dominions, 
namely  the  earldoms  of  Anjou,  Touraine,  j 
and  Maine,  to  his  fecond  brother.  And,  ta^ 
prevent  this  reverfion  from  being  difputed  by 
Henry,  as  he  apprehended  it  would,  he'| 
obliged  all  the  bilhops  and  barons,  who  were 

with 
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with  him,  to  take  an  oath,  that  they  would^O  ok  r. 
not  fufFer  his  body  to  be  buried,  till  Henry" 
had  fworn  to  perform  indifcriminately  every 
part  of  his  will.  When  that  prince  came  to 
attend  the  obfequies  of  his  father,  he  was 
immediately  infornied  of  the  oath  thefe  lords 
had  taken,  and  exhorted  to  take  that  required 
of  him,  before  he  was  acquainted  with  the 
contents  of  the  will.  He  refifted  fome  time; 
but,  being  urged  with  the  indecency  of  letting 
his  father's  corpfe  remain  unburied,  he  yielded 
at  laff,  though  \^ith  great  marks  of  difcon- 
tent.  After  the  funeral,  the  will  being  open- 
i  cd,  he  faw  why  the  teftator  had  thought  it 
I  necellary  to  take  fo  extraordinary  a  method  of 
!  forcing  him  to  fulfil  it. 

i       It  feems  that  Matilda,  after  the  lofs   of  her 

I  hiifband,    relided  conftantly  at  Roiien  ;    and 

I  probably   fhe  was  lodged  in  the  ducal  palace 

I  with  her  fon,  who   repaid   her  afFeclIon   for 

I  him  with  the  mod  pious   refpecl    and   filial 

I  tendernefs.     The    defiffn   he   had   formed   of- 

profecuting  his  right  to  the  crown  of  England 

^j  was  (topped  by  his  father's  death,  and  by  the 

I  neceffity  of  taking  pofleffion  of  his  three  earl- 

j  doms,  and  paying  the   homage  due  to  Louisj 

his  fovereign.     But -this  delay,  as  well  as  all 

other   accidents,    turned  to  his  benefit  ;    for- 

I  tune    and   prudence    co-operating    equally    to 

i  aid  his  ambition.     For,  befides  the  great  in- 

ii  creafe   of  territory  and  power,  which  he  de- 

I  tived  from   the   inheritance   of   his    oaternal 

'  O  ^  domi- 
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BOOK    I.  dominions,  a  much  fjreater  accrued  to  him  by 
"^       his  flaying  in  France  at  this  time,  which  per- 
haps he  might:  have  loft,   if  he  liad  then  been 
enpaged  in  tiie  troubles  of  Enaland. 

Gerv.  Chron.      'Xho.    fufoicions,    which    Louis    had    con- 

et  Annales  cie       .  ,   ^.  .  r      - 

Waverley,      ceived  ot  his  quccn,  had  been  10  tar  got  ovct, 
fuban:i.iij2.  or   at    leaft    quieted  in     his    raind,    that    he, 

Concil.  Bui-  111  111  ^-  ■>  T  "1 

j^ent.  probably,  would  have  contmuea  to  live  with. 

Geih  Ludov. her  as  well  as  he  had  done  for  fome  years,  if 
c  ^20    ^^'     ^^  ^'^^   fought  to  recover  his  affedion.     But 
Neubrigeniis,  (he  did  the  very  reverfe,  from  feveral  motives. 
1. 1.  C.31.      Her    chara^ler    and    his    were  fo  diicordant, 
that  it  had  turned   the   regard,  which  flie  ap- 
peared to  have  for  him  when  they  were  firfl 
married,  into  a  fettled  averiion.     His  luperfti- 
tious   devotion  and   unkingly  hLimility  raifed 
her  contempt ;    and  fhe  often  complained  of 
her  having  married  a  monk,  not  a  king.     Be-/ 
fides  this  unhappy  difagreement  in  their  tem-'' 
pers,  fhe  was  of  a  fpirit  too  high  and  fierce, 
not  to  remember,  with  implacable  anger,  his* 
hurrying   her  away   in  fuch  a   manner  from 
Antioch  ;   which  had  brought  a  foul  flain  on 
her  honour:    and,  fuppoiing  his  fulpicions  to 
have   been  groundlefs,  one  cannot  much  con- 
demn  her    for    fuch  a  refentment.      Inftead 
therefore  of  foothing:  his  mind  to  a  forg-etful- 
nefs  of  their  pafl  quarrel,    flie  conflantly  ir- 
ritated  and   inflamed    his   difpleafure,   hoping 
and   endeavouring  to  bring  him  to  part  from 
her  by  a  divorce  ;  for  which  a  decent  pretence 
was  eafily  found  in  the  ufual  plea  of  a  relation 

within 
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within   the  degrees  forbidden  by  the  canons.  ^  ^  O  K   I* 
Louis  and  The  were  fourth  coufins  ;    and,  had^        "^ 
thev  been  coufins  only  in  the  Icventh  degree, 
I  it  would  have   rendered    their  marriage  null, 
!  by  the  canons  ot   the  church,  without  a  dif- 
\  penlation    from    the    pope,    which    they    had 
I  not    ollained    before   their  union:    a   nep^le6t 
■  hard  to  be  accounted  for,  in  a  match  of  fucli 
j  importance  to  the  kingdom   of    France!    She 
I  therefore  pretended  a  fcruple  about  tiiis  con- 
jfangainity;    and   partly  by   alarming   the  ti- 
morous  confcience   of  her  Vvxak- minded  huf- 
band,  partly   by  provoking  his  anger  againft 
her,  at  length  induced  him  to  come  into  her 
meafures  for  diffoiving  their    marriage.     We  ^^'^^brigenfis, 
I  are  told  by  an  hiftorian,   who  lived  in  thofe  ^^  ^'^^^* 
<'  times,   that   it  was  faid,   her    inclination   for 
I  the  young  duke  of  Normandy  was  the  chief 
ireafbn    which    prevailed    with    her  to  deiire 
|and  procure  this  divorce.     Nor  is  it  improba- ^''^^'  ^"'^o''^ 
Ihh:    for  Henry  was  handtome,   and   tull  of' 
the   agreeable   fire    of  youth,    with  a   certain 
military  air  and  demeanour,   which,  to  a  lady 
of  her  gay   difpolition,   was  a  moll:   powerful 
I  charm.      He  iiad    been  twice  at  the  court  of 
jFrance   iince  he   returned    out    of   Scotland; 
jonce,  when  he  did  homa2;e  for  the  dutchv  of 
Normandy,  alid  again,  wnen  he  cune  thither 
to  perform   the  lame   ceremony  tor  the  earl-!, 
idoms    his    father    had    left    him.      At    both 
jthefe   times    he    faw   the    queen,    and    might 
jhave    many   opportunities    to    converfe   with 
jter    freely.      Her     heart,    which    was     ab^ 
i  O  3  folutelj 
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BOOK   I-folutely  eftranged  from   her  hufband,    might    . 
"^         too  eafily  admit  a  paffion  for  him  ;  and  that 
paflion  might  influence  her  to  prefs  the  more 
vehemently  her  leparation  from  Louis.    Whe- 
ther Henry  was   in   love  with   her,  is  uncer- 
tain.    Their  ages  were  unequal;    for  (lie  was 
thirty  years  old,  and  he  under  twenty  :    but, 
with  a  good  (liare  of  beauty,  and  more  of  vi- 
vacity, ihe  h^ad  ftiil  youth  enough  to  gain  the 
heart  ot  a  yourig  man,  though   not  to  keep  it 
long.     One  paifioij  at  leafi.    which   \\a-  very 
flrong  in    Henry,  flie  perfectly  gratified,    and 
better  than   any  other  lady  could  do  ;  I  mean 
his  ambition.     Nor  could  fhe  make  a  fitter 
choice,  if  fl^e  defired,  as  fhe  undoubtedly  did, 
to  vex  and   mortify  the  huiband  fhe  quitted  : 
for,  by  giving  herfelf,  and  the  dominions  of 
Aquitaine,  to  a  prince  already  poffefied  of  Nor- 
mandy,   Anjou,    Touiame,    and   Maine,    (lie 
made  him    a   vafllil   much    too  great   for  his 
fovereign  ;  befides  the  hope  {he  entertained  of 
his  making   hinifz-lf  king  of  England,  after 
fuch  an  augmentation  of  power  and  firength,' 
as  he  wouli  gain  by  this  match.     It  is  there^ 
fore  mcfl:  probable,   that  fhe   acted  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  plan    concerted   between    them 
at  their  lad  meeting.     Louis  was  the  dupe  of 
this   intrigue,   and   did  not  conflder  fo  deeply 
as  he    ought   to  have    done    how   much   he 
muff  lofe,  as  king  of  France,  by  annulling  a 
marriage  which  had  annexed  the  two  dutchies 
of  Guienne  and  Gafcony,  with  the  great  earl- 
dom of  Poi<^ou,  aud  all  their  dependant  pro- 

vince3| 
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vinces,  again  to  his  crown.  Sugcr  was  dead  ;'BOOK  I. 
and  he  had  no  other  friend,  either  fo  honefl:, 
or  fo  wile,  as  to  fhew  him  all  the  folly  of 
what  he  was  doing.  He  there ^bre  followed '^''^- ^"''^"''f 
the  method  that  Eleanor  had  fuggefted,  aiid,*^'^^^'"^  ^'^'*'* 
having  aflembled  a  council  at  Baugency,  de- 
clared to  them,  that  he  found  himielf  trou- 
bled in  confcience  about  the  con{an2,uinity 
between  him  and  the  queen  ;  which  being  at- 
tefted  bv  the  oaths  of  fome  of  her  own  rela- 
tions  there  preient,  the  council  unanimoufly 
diflblved  the  marriagej  as  inceftuous  and  void, 
after  they  had  cohabited  almofl  iixteen  years, 
and  though  (lie  had  brought  him  two  daugh- 
ters, who  were  both  living.  The  fentence  was 
likewife  confirmed  by  the  papal  authority. 
Thus,  without  the  lead  mention  of  the 
queen's  infidelity,  Vv^nch  indeed  could  not 
be  proved,  Louis  and  flie  were  divorced,  to 
the  entire  fati?fa6lion  of  bo'h,  but  infinitely 
to  the  detriment  of  him  and  his  kingdom  : 
for  no  reafon  or  colourable  pretence  could  be 
found,  after  the  marriage  w^as  declared  to  be 
null,  for  his  retaining  the  territories  belong- 
ing to  her  as  heirefs  to  her  father.  He  there^ 
fore  refigned  them  to  her,  however  unwil- 
lingly, and  againll:  his  ovv^n  inrerefts.  Some 
modern  hiftorians,  w^ho  blame  his  ill  policy 
in  that  reftitution,  feem  not  to  have  con- 
iidered  the  equity  of  the  cafeo  He  may  indeed 
be  juffly  cenfured,  as  king  of  France,  for 
great  imprudence,  in  the  divorce  ;  but  the 
reltoring  to  the  dutchefs  of  Aquitaine  the  in- 
O  4  heritance 
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OKI.  heiitance  (he  had  brought  hhii  in  r'lpht  of 
their  marrias:e,  was  an  unavoidable  confe- 
Quence  of  diflbivir.g  that  marriage.  Neither 
would  her  friends,  nor  would  fine  herfelf, 
have  ever  agreed  to  it  without  this  condition  ; 
and,  if  an  J  oppofition  had  been  made  to  it  by 
them,  it  could  not  have  been  effedled  ;  for,  even 
with  the  unanimous  confent  of  all  parties,  it 
was  a  fcandalous  a6;. 

The    daughters,     thus     illegitimated,     re- 
mained v.ith  their    father  ;    but  Eleanor  went 
See  Mezerai.  jj^,p^g5Jj^^{-t^.|y  J{,|-q    Guienne.     If  we    mav  be- 
et vie  de  Sue.  ,-  f  J  •  T         •      n     "^         1 

'  ^  lieve  lome  modern  writers,  Louis  natteied 
himlelfj  that  (lie  would  aL,vays  remain  un- 
married, from  her  bad  reputation  ;  faying,- 
"  her  behaviour  had  made  her  fo  infamous, 
"  that  the  poorefl:  gentleman  in  his  kingdom 
*'  would  not  deiire  to  have  her  for  b.is  wife.'' 
But,  admitting  that  iuch  an  exprcfiion  did 
really  drop  from  him  (of  which  1  very  much 
doubt),  he  was  extrem.ely  miftaiven  in  his 
judgement.  More  than  one  prince  of  the 
'higiieft  rank  in  France  defired  her  hand,  as 
foon  as  ever  he  had  fet  it  at  liberty  ;  either  not 
believing  the  reports  agaiiiif  her  honour,  or 
pnly  regarding  the  dov. er  that  fhe  would 
bring  to  her  huiband.  One  of  thele  fuitors 
■^as  the  fecond  fon  of  Thibad  earl  of  Cham- 
pagne, King  Stephen's  brother,  who,  after 
a  long  iicknefs,  was  hdely  deceafed,  and  had 
left  his  territories  divided  between  three  of 
Ghron.Norm.his  fons ;  tlie  fourth  being  in  orders.  The 
{hare  of  the  fecond  was  the  earldoms  of  Blois 

and 
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^Hcl  of   Charties,    with  the  diftria   of  Cha-BOOK  IV 
.teaudun;  to  which   he  willingly  would  havejr    '      ^ 
added  the  dutchy    of   Aquitaine,   and  there-  Turon. 
fore  made  pi  Qpoials   of  marriage  to  Kleanor,  P^'^*^P^^^^^ 
as    (he    pafied    through    Biois    to    Guieane  ; 
which  (he   having  rejefted,  he  formed  a  de^ 
figii  to  feize  her   perfon,    and    force    her    to 
marry  hiai  :     bur,     being   happily  warned  of 
it,   ihe  eicaped   to  Tours.      In  or  was  fhe  yet 
jn  iafety.      For    GeofF^y    Piantagenet,    either 
not  knowing,   or   r.ot  refpecling,   the  preten- 
lioDS  of  hib  orother,  was  no  lets  delirous  than 
the  earl   of  Blois  to  intercept   fo  rich  a  prize. 
He  could    not    propofe  himfelf    as  an  equal 
match,  having  only  thi-ee  caftles  to  offer  in  re- 
turn for  all   her    ample    dominions ;    but  he 
thought  that  he  might  polTibly  obtain  her  by 
force,  and  refolved  to  carry  her  off,  by  laying  an 
ambufli  for  her  at  Port   de  Piles,  on  a  fuppor 
lition  that  in  her  journey  betweeji  Tours  and 
Guienne  {he  would   pafs   through   that  place. 
So   much  did  the  actions  of  princes    in   that 
3ge   refemble  thofe  we  read  of  in  the  old  ro- 
mances !    But  her  dancer  at    Blois  had  ren- 
dered  her  very  cautious  ;   and  her  intelligence 
was  fo  p:ood,  that  (lie  got  notice  alfo  of  this 
deiign    againft    her,    before   it   was  executed; 
upon    which,    changing   her  road-    and  avoid- 
ing Port  de  Piles,    fhe   arrived   lafe   in  Gui-Oerv.  Chron. 
enne  ;  from   whence  ilie   fent   meffengers   to^^banfi.ii52„ 
Henrv  Plantap-enet,   offering;  him  her   hand,  i  ^,^'^"S- 1- 1? 
or  rather    confirming  the    offer    which    (he 
jiad,  probably,  made  of  it  before  her  divorce; 

and 
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B  o  o  K  I.  and  acquainting  him  with  the  dangers  {he 
had  run  in  her  journey.  Upon  the  receipt 
of  her  letters,  he  fet  out  immediately  with 
*  ^^^^°  few  attendants,  repaired  to  her  at  Poidiers, 
as  foon  and  as  fecretly  as  he  could ;  and,  by 
a  fpeedy  marriage,  (ecu red  her  to  himfelf, 
before  the  king,  her  late  hufband,  had  even 
a  fufpicion  of  fuch  an  intention.  The  nup- 
tials were  celebrated  on  Whitfunday,  in  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-two,  within 
lefs  than  fix  weeks  after  her  feparation  from 
Louis.  When  that  monarch  was  informed 
of  her  having  fo  fuddeiily  difpofed  of  her- 
felf,  and  to  one  whofe  greatneis  in  the  realm 
of  France  had  before  given  him  jeaioufy,  he 
expreffed  much  difpleafure,  and  was  eX" 
ceedingly  alarmed  at  the  coiiiequences  of  it, 
which  he  faw  it  was  no  longer  in  his  power 
to  prevent.  The  fubjecls  of  Eleanor  were 
all  fatisfied  with  the  choice  (he  had  made, 
and  no  fymptom  appeared  in  them  of  any 
unwiilingnefs  to  fubmit  to  their  new  mafier. 
A  young  prince  of  a  common  fpirit  would 
have  now  repofed  for  fome  time,  to  enjoy 
.,  the  pleafures  of  love,  and  the  pride  of  domi- 

nion, in  eafe  and  tranquillity.  But,  to  a 
great  mind,  every  new  acquifition  of  power 
is  only  a  (lep  to  fome  higher  view  of  ambi- 
tion. It  was  in  this  light  that  Henry  faw 
the  pcffeflion  he  had  gained  of  the  dutchy  of 
Aquitaine.  He  conlidered  it  as  the  means 
of  recovering  England  :  and,  inifead  of  lay-? 
log   his    ambition  aflecp  in  the  arms  of  his 

agreeable 
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agreeable  bride,  he  determined  not  to  let  theBOOK  I. 

fummtr  pafs  over,  without  vigoroufly  prole-* ^ ' 

cuting  his  claim  to  that  kingdom. 

The  civil  war,  by  the  fuperiority  which  Vid.  Gul. 
Stephen  had  gained,  had  a  little  abated  its^eub.  l.i. 
fury:  but  the  worft  evils,  occafioned  by  it/' ^^* 
continued  ftill  unreftrained.  Obedience  and 
difcipline  were  loft  in  both  parties.  After 
Henry's  retreat  from  Scotland  ins  friends  had 
no  leader,  who  had  authority  enough  to 
controul  them:  nor  was  Stephen  better  able 
to  govern  his  fadion.  The  Englifh  nation 
had  many  tyrants,  but  no  king.  Liberty  was 
deltroyed,  and  licenttoufnefs  reigned  in  its 
ftead.  1  he  nobles,  who  had  fought  under 
the  banner  of  Stephen,  became  more  info- 
lent  from  his  fuccefs,  but  fliewed  an  un- 
wilhngnefs  to  render  that  fuccefs  compleat 
and  deciiive  ;  leif,  by  putting  an  end  to  the 
troubles,  they  (hould  put  an  end  to  their 
own  power  in  their  feveral  countries,  or  be 
accountable  for  the  abufe  they  had  made  of 
it  in  thole  times  of  publick  confufion.  His 
mercenaries  alfo  protraded  the  war  from  the 
fame  motive,  and  fupported  themfelves  by 
rapine;  for  he  could"  not  maintain  them, 
having  not  only  wafted  the  great  treafure  laid 
up  by  his  frugal  predeceilor,  and  all  that  he 
had  been  able  to  extort  from  his  fubjeds, 
but  alienated  mofl  of  the  demefnes  of  the 
rrown.  Among  other  bad  expedients  to 
anfwer  his  wants,  he  had  miferably  debafed 

the 
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BOOK  I.  the   goin   of  the  kingdom:  vet  neither  that, 
nor  an  univerfal  venality  of  offices,  benefices, 
dignities,  honours,   could  fiapply  the  expence 
of  fo  many  foreign  troops,  as  he  ftill  thought 
it  neceffary   to    keep   in    his    fervice.     They 
were  unpaid,  and  conlequently  ungovernable  ; 
refufing   ail  difciplme,  and  tearing    from   the 
people,  by  all  the  violence  of  military    force, 
the   money  which  they   could  not  get  from 
the  king.     Nor  did  the  clerpy  expecl   from 
liim  a  lefs  unbounded  complaifance   than   the 
army.     It  was  by  then  that  he  reigned,   and 
for  them  alone  would  they  allow  him  to  reign. 
3ome  further  encroachment  on  the  civil  au- 
thority was   daily   made ;    fome   new   immu- 
i:iity,    privilege,    or  juriidiftion    claimed,     in 
behalf  of  the  church.     Not  only  the   prelates 
and    great    nobles    infulted   the   crown,    and 
invaded  its  prerogatives,   in   this   tjme   of  its 
weaknefs;   but  every  lord  of  a  caftle  arrogated 
to  himfelf  a  royal  power  in  his  own  dirrri6t, 
exercifing  ail  judicature,   both  civil   and  cri-r 
minal,  and  even   coining  money,   in   his  own 

Neabrig.  ut   name.      Theie   petty  fovereigns    were   cunti-  , 
nually  at  variance  one  with   another  ;  and   as 
much    blood    was    fhed    in    their    particular   | 

et  Bioinptcn.  qy^i-j-els^  as  in  the  great  conteft  between  the 
houfes  of  Anjou  and  Blois.  They  even  hired 
foreign  mercenaries,  after  the  example  of  Ste- 
phen, to  wage  their  wars  for  them  ;  and 
when  money  was  wanting,  inftead  of  pay,  or 
fubfiftence,  they  gave  them  the  pillage  of  lands 
gnd  houfes.  The  belt  men  of  both  parties  were 

moil 
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-rnoH:  expofed  to  thefe  depredations;  nothing  ^  O  O  K  1. 
in  iuch  times  being  more  uniafe  than  modera- 
tion and  love  of  peace.  As  there  was  no 
.power  remaining  in  the  laws,  or  the  magi- 
ilrate,  for  the  redreffing  of  wrongs ;  every 
man,  who  was,  or  fuppofed  himfelf  to  be 
injured,  fought  redrefs  from  his  own  hands, 
or  thofe  of  his  friends  :  and  thus  no  crimes 
w^ere  puniihed,  unlefs  by  other  crimes  of  a 
more  dangerous  nature,  Iuch  as  perpetuated 
diforder  and  difcord,  and  tended  to  the  entire 
diflblution  of  government.  Out  of  this 
wretched  ftate  there  was  no  hope  of  drawing 
the  nation,  but  by  Flenry's  recovering  the 
throne  of  his  anceftors. 

-  The  earl  of  Cornwall,  his  uncle,  a  little  chron.Norm, 
before  his  marriage  with  Eleanor,  had  gone  P-  935- 
over  to  him  in  Normandy,  deputed  by  all 
his  Englifh  friends  (among  whom  were  fome, 
.whofe  correfpondence  with  him  was  not  fuf- 
pe6ted  by  Stephen),  to  importune  him  to 
come  and  put  himieif  at  their  head  :  where- 
upon he  had  fummoned  the  great  council  of 
Normandy  to  meet  him  at  Lifieux,  as  they 
had  do  Lie  the  year  before^  about  the  fame 
buiinefs.  But  he  was  drawn  from  thence, 
in  the  midft  of  their  confultations  upon  it,  by 
the  agreeable  invitation  he  received  from 
Poidou,  and  detained  fome  time  in  thofe 
parts  by  the  iblemnization  of  his  marriage, 
and  by  the  homage  he  was  to  receive,  in  con- 
fequence  of  it,  from  his  new  fubje<£ts  there. 
As  foon  as  he  poffibly  could,  he  returned  into 

Normandv, 
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BOOK  I.  Normandy,  no  lefs  eager  to  engage  in  his 
enterprile  upon  England,  than  he  had  been 
to  obtain  the  poileflion  of  Eleanor  and  the 
dutchy  of  Aquicaine.  His  ardour  was  well 
feconded  by  the  ztal  of  his  vaflals:  a  great 
force  was  raifed  in  all  his  territoiies  on  the 
continent ;  and  he  was  preparing  to  embark 
with  it,  at  Barfleur,  about  the  middle  of 
July  J  that  is,  in  lefs  than  two  months  after 
the  day  of  his  marriage ;  when  he  was  ftopt 
by  a  formidable  war,  which,  like  a  fudden 
hurricane,  burft  upon  him  at  once,  in  Nor- 
mandy and  in  Anjou,  and  threatened  all  his 
other  dominions  in  France.  There  was  con- 
federated againll:  him  Louis,  his  fovereign ; 
the  earl  of  Dreux,  that  king's  brother ;  Eu- 
itace,  Stephen's  fon  ;  the  young  earl  of  Blois; 
and  his  own  brother,  Geoffry  Plantagenet. 
Thefe  princes  had  fecretly  made  a  treaty  of 
partition,  by  which  they  agreed  to  divide  all 
his  territories  on  the  continent  among  them- 
V.  Chron.  felves.  The  refentment  of  Louis  upon  ac- 
Norm.  fub  count  of  his  marriage,  and  a  deiire  to  recover 
iic'ir"^^'  by  force  the  dutchy  of  Aquitaine,  induced 
him  to  engage  in  this  iniquitous  league.  The 
earl  of  Dreux,  having  married  the  widow 
of  Rotrou,  late  earl  of  Perche,  and  enjoying 
that  earldom,  as  adminiflrator  or  guardian, 
during  the  infancy  of  her  fon,  had  fome  dif- 
putes  with  Henry,  as  duke  of  Normandy, 
about  certain  caftles  ;  from  which  caufe,  but 
Hill  more  from  a  view  of  advancing  his  for* 
tune,  which  did  not  anfvver  the  height  either 

of 
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of  his  birth  or  his   mind,  he  alfo  fought  toB 00 K  I, 
(hare  in   the  fpoils  of  that  prince.     Euftace  *       ^— — ^ 
moll:  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  try- 
ing   to    recover    the    dutchy  of   Normandy, 
thinking  that  Louis   would  fupport  him  with 
more  conflancy  now,  than  he  had  done  here- 
tofore; as   his   animofity  againft  Henry  was 
greater.     The  earl  of  Blois   might  be  incited 
by  feveral  motives  to  join  in  this    alliance  ; 
by  his  near  relation  and  friendfliip  to  Euftace ; 
by  a  hope  of  obtaining  the  favour  of  his  fove- 
reign,  in  affifting  his  revenge;  by  fome  anger 
againft  Eleanor  for  having  refu fed   him,  and 
againft  Henry  for    being    preferred  to  him ; 
or  by  the  deiire  of  enlarging  his   territories 
with  part  of   Anjou.     The    moft    extraordi- 
nary   circumftance    attending    it    was,    that 
Henry's  own   brother  fhould  be  combined  in '^•^^'^'^"St 
a  league  which  pi-opofed  his  deftruilion.     He^^'  *''^* 
could  aflign   no  pretence  for  it,  except   that, 
according  to  the   will  of  his  father,  he  was 
to  be  put  in  poffeffion  of  all  the  Angevin  ter- 
ritories, as  foon  as   Henry  iliould  be  poirefTed 
of   his  mother's    inheritance.     But    this    in- 
cluded England,  as  well  as   Normandy,   and 
therefore  his  claim  was  premature  :  nor  was 
there  a  Ihadow  of  juftice  to  excufe  him,   for 
fuch  an  unnatural  and  impious  attack  upon 
a.  good  and  kind  brother.     Perhaps  he  dreaded 
the  refentment  of  Henry    for    his   intended 
rape    of    Eleanor    at    Port     dd    Piles,    and 
fought  to    fecure   himfelf    by  a  greater  of- 
fence,  as  guilty  men   are   often  impelled  to 
4o«     But  it  h  more  probable  that  ambition 

alone 


c. 


5io8  HISTORY   OF   THE   LIFE 

BOOK  I.  alone  was  his  motive  ;  the  f.iiall   portion   hel 

'       '  then  enjoyed  not  bcmg   iufficieiit  ro   i'atisfy  a 

mind  which  alpiied  to  greatnefs.     Whatevei' 

temj  tation  he  may    have    had   to  this   a6l,   it 

was   in   itlelf  moil  atrocioufly  criminal,    and 

fuch   as  even   thole,    with  whofe    deligns   he 

concurred,    muft,    in   their    hearts,    have   de- 

Chron.Nnrm.telled.     Ncverthelefs  he  allured  to  his  party 

P  986,  987.  foraeof  the  Angevin  barons,  and  by  their  afiifl- 

Gerv  Chron.  .        .        °n-  rr  r  1  m 

fubann.1152.  ance  gamed  pollelnon  or  two  or  three  caitles 
Hunt.  f.  2.6.  iQ  Aiijou  ;  while  his  confederates  marched 
into  Normandy,  and  there  befieged  Neuf- 
marche,  a  (Irong  frontier  town  between  Gour- 
nai  and  Gifors.  When  the  news  of  this  inva- 
fion  was  brought  to  the  duke,  he  quitted  im- 
mediately his  defign  upon  England,  and  march- 
ed with  his  armv,  wdio  were  the  flower  of  Nor- 
mandy,  Anjou,  and  Guienne,  to  give  battle  to 
Louis,  in  order  to  oblige  him  to  raife  the  liege: 
but,  before  he  could  arrive,  the  town  was 
furrendered,  by  the  treachery  of  the  garrifon^ 
The  whole  dutch}'  of  Normandy  feemed  to 
be  now  in  great  danger ;  and  all  men  ex- 
pefted  that  Henry  would  have  lunk  under 
lb  powerful  a  confederacy  ;  as  he  had  not 
one  ally  to  affift  him  againft  them.  Yet, 
notwithftanding  the  number  and  lirength  of 
his  enemies,  the  fuddennefs  of  the  attack, 
and  the  lols  of  a  place  which  had  been  a 
bulwark  to  his  frontier,  he  flopped  their 
arms  ;  and  fo  protected  his  country,  by  an 
able  difpofition  of  the  troops  he  had  with 
him,  and  by  the  llrong  reinforcements  which 
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.  came  to  him  from  all  his  other  dominions, ^  O  OK  I. 
,  that  the  confederates  every  where  retired^  " 
i  before  him,  and  conftrained  to  quit  the 
dutchy,  after  having  feen  him  not  only  de- 
feat their  attempts,  but  ravage  the  adjacent 
^demefnes  of  Louis,  and  burn  fome  of  his 
^caftles,  without  their  daring  to  give  hinl 
battle.  Upon  their  retreat  out  of  Nor- 
mandy, he  left  fuch  a  force,  as  he  thought 
would  be  fufficient  to  defend  it  againfl  them, 
iif they  fhould  return;  and  carried  his  arms 
into  Anjou,  to  oppofe  the  revolt  which  Y^^*  ^"^^''^s 
GeofFry  Plantagenet  had  excited  in  thofe"^*"  ^^^^' 
parts.  This  he  performed  with  fuch  vigour 
and  fuccefs,  that,  having  taken  the  ftrongefl 
caftle  belonging  to  that  prince,  he  foon  com- 
pelled him  to  fue,  in  the  mufi:  fubmiffive 
manner,  for  a  reconciliation.  Nor  would  he 
grant  him  any  other  terms  than  barely  a 
pardon.  For,  however  expedient  it  might 
be,  in  the  prefent  conjundure,  to  pacify 
Anjou,  he  did  not  think  it  advifeable  to  en^- 
courage  his  brother  to  make  another  vi^ar 
upon  him  in  times  to  come,  by  allowing  him 
tp  draw  any  advantage  from  this.     The  in-  ^ 

Curre6tion  in  that  province  being  entirely  fup- 
preffcd,  within  lefs  than  fix  weeks  after  its 
firft  breaking  out,  peace  was  happily  fettled 
there ;  and  Henry  returned  into  ZSIormandy, 
,which  the  confederates  had  attacked  in  his 
abfence,  but  without  being  able  to  do  any 
thing  of  importance.  They  perhaps  had  ex- 
peded  that  the  Norman  nobility  would  not 
Vol*  IL  P  have 
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BOOK  I.  have  adhered  fo  generally  and  conftantly  to 
^'^^""^^  '  him  as  they  did  upon  this  occafion,  and  were 
dilcouraged  in  their  enterprife  by  that  dif*. 
appointment.  It  is  certain,  they  adted  with 
very  little  fpirit ;  and  Louis  falling  ill  of  a 
fever,  to  which  diftemper  he  had  lately  been 
fubje6t,  his  army  mouldered  away  by  fre* 
quent  defertions ;  fo  that,  wheh  he  recovered, 
he  was  forced  to  retire  to  Paris,  where  he 
opened  a  negociation  for  peace  with  Henry : 
Vid.  auaores  ^j.  j^g^^^g  }^ig  temper  to  grow  foon  very  weary 

of  a  war  in  which  he  met  with  any  difficulties, 
or  ill  fuccefs,  the  holy  war  only    excepted. 
That  prince    received   thefe    overtures    with 
great    fatisfadion,  wifhing  to  fee  all  diflur* 
bances  in   France   compofed,  that  he  might 
be  able  to  purfue  his  defign  upon  England. 
A  ceflation  of  arms  was  therefore  agreed  on 
between  them,  the  earl  of  Blois   being  alfo 
comprehended  therein ;    and  the  unfortunate 
Euftace  returned  to  England  without  any  other 
benefit  from  this    expedition    than   the  pof- 
feiiion  of  the   town  of  Neufmarchee,  which 
Louis  delivered  to  him.      Henry,  who  had 
been  threatened  with  the  lofs  of  all  his  ter- 
ritories,   was    fecure    and   triumphant.     His 
very  enemies  loudly  extolled  the  intrepidity 
and   good-condu6t   fhewn   by   him,  in   thus 
maintaining  himfelf  againft  the  eiforts  of  io 
formidable   an   alliance;    which,    being    thei 
firft   great  occaiion  of  exerting   his   talents, 
was  decifive  to  his  charader,  and  gave  him 
a  reputation   that  helped  him  to  gain    the 

Englifli 
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Englifii  throne  more  than  all  the  intrigues  BO  OK  i. 
of  his  party  in  that  kingdom.  But,  as  he ' 
had  not  yet  concluded  a  peace  with  Louis 
he  laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  going  over  to 
England  till  the  next  year.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  endeavoured  to  footh  that  monarch, 
I  by  proper  marks  of  refpecl  and  proteflations 
i  of  afTedion  to  his  perfon  and  fervice ;  de- 
,  firing  no  triumph  over  him,  but  only  peace 
'with  his  favour;  and  reprefenting  to  him, 
that  he  had  really  no  juft  caufe  to  complain 
i  of  his  marrying  Eleanor,  who,  being  divorced, 
was  free  to  difpofe  of  herfelf  in  another  mar- 
riage ;  as  {he  had  not  given  her  hand  to  an 
enemy  of  the  king,  nor  even  to  a  foreigner, 
but  to  his  friend  and  his  vaffal.  There 
was  great  prudence  in  this  language  ;  and  it 
made  an  impreffion  upon  the  mind'^of  Louis, 
which  from  this  time  began  to  mitigate  its 
rancour  towards  him.  What  conditions  of 
peace  that  monarch  had  propofed  we  are  not 
told.  He  probably  wanted  to  have  fome  parts 
of  Aquitaine  yielded  to  his  daughters,  that 
they  might  not  be  deprived  of  all  the  inheri- 
tance which  he  had  hoped  they  would  receive 
from  the  dutchefs,  their  mother.  But  Henry 
•determined  to  keep  the  whole  for  himfelf 
and  his  children,  according  to  tae  articles  of 
his  marriage-contrad  with  Eleanor,  and  o^vq 
only  fair  words  to  appeafe  the  king  of  Jr  ranee. 
This  for  fome  time  delayed  the  conclufion  of 
the  peace,  though  the  truce  was  ilill  conti- 
nued;   and,  during  the   negotiations,  Henry 

P  2  recom- 
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BOOK  I.  recompenfed  the  fidelity,  which  moft  of  his 
"""'""    ^  barons    had   lately  difplayed    in    his    fervice, 

Gervafe,  ut  with  great  generofity  ;  knowing  how  advan- 
tageous it  is  for  a  prince  to  be  accounted  a 
liberal  rewarder  of  merit.  He  was  particularly 
bountiful  towards  his  new  fubje£ls  of  Poiftou 
and  Guienne,  who  had  ftood  very  firm  to  him 
in  this  time  of  trial. 

While  he  was  thus  prudently  fortifying 
himfelf  againft  future  attacks  by  the  mofl 
certain  defence,  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
Stephen  w^as  endeavouring  to  find  other  me- 
thods of  fecuring  to  Euftace,  his  eldefl  fon, 
the  fucceflion  to  his  kingdom.  In  ordei: 
thereto,  upon  the  return  of  that  prince  out 
of  Normandy,  he  tried  to  caufe  him  to  be 
crowned  king  of  England  together  with  him- 
felf. By  this  means  he  hoped  to  bar  the  pre- 
teniions  of  Henry,  not  only  in  his  own  life- 
time, but  after  his  death.  The  thing  was 
new  in  this  country  ;  and,  even  if  the  na- 
tion had  been  united,  it  would  have  required 
great  power,  and  very  fkilful  management, 
to  obtain  their  confent  to  it.  But  thecircum- 
ftances  of  the  time  were  fo  unfavourable  to 
Stephen,  and  his  authority  w^as  yet  fo  un- 
fettled,  that  he  had  not  the  lead:  encourage- 

M^ltnfii^L ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  attempt.     Neverthekfs  he 
I.e.  17 Stepb. undertook  it,  as  he   did   all  his  enterprizes,  A 
^^''°-  "with  more  ardour  than  judgement ;  and,  calling  ]^ 

together  as  many  of  the  barons  as  paid  him 
obedience,  propofed  it  to  them,   and   to  the  ; 
fpiritual   lords ;    never    refledting,    that,    al-  ' 
,    5  though 
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I  though  they  agreed   unanimoufly   to  it,  the^OOK  I. 
[a6t  of  a  party  could    not    be   confidered    as'       '       ' 
!the  a<5l  of  the  nation,  and   therefore  would 
nor  atrerwards    prevent  a  difpute    about   the 
libccefiion.     But  he    could    not   induce   even 
(this  fhadow  of  a  parliament  to  comply  with 
jhis    deiire.     The    bifhops,   with   one   voice, 
jrefufed  their  confent,   the  pope   having   ient 
letters  to  the.archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  abfo- 
hitely  forbidding   him  to  raife  to  the  throne 
the  fon   of  a   king,  who  againji  h'ls  oath  had 
ufurped  the  k'mgdom.     Thus  was  Stephen  de- 
clared by  Rome  a  perjured  ufurper,  notwith- 
flanding  the  former  bull  confirming  his  title 
jby  the  authority  of  that  fee,   the  decifions  of 
Ijwhich  mod  (hamefully  varied,  according  to 
|the  interefts  or  paffions  of  the  pontiffs.     This 
was  the  efFe6l  of  the  intrigues  carried  on  be- 
jtween  Pope  Eugenius  and  the  archbifliop  of 
(Canterbury,  the  origin  of  which  has  before 
tbeen  mentioned. 

I  Stephen  now  faw  what  he  had  not  yet  ap- 
jprehended,  how  totally  he  had  loft  the  affec-  - 
jtions  of  the  clergy,  and  how  far  their  intel- 
jligence  Vv'ith  Henry  had  gone.  It  is  very 
jfurprifing,  that  even  his  own  brother,  the 
jbiflbop  of  Winchefter,  would  not  fupport  him 
jin  this  bufinefs.  I  prefume  he  was  influenced, 
jnot  only  by  the  fear  of  oflending  the  pope, 
[but  by  fome  fecret  regards  he  had  for  Henry, 
The  rage  of  the  king  and  of  his  fon  rofe  even 
to  frenzy,  when  they  found  their  deiign  thus 
defeated  by  the  bilhops,  and  for  a  reafon 
.':  P  3  more 
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P^^^j-  n^ore  offenfive  than  the  difappointment  itfelf. 
To  conquer  their  ohftinacy,  Stephen  gave 
orders,  that  they  fhould  not  be  fufFered  to 
leave  the  houle  -they  were  in  till  they  yielded 
to  his  demand.  A  coiifent  fo  extorted  by 
terror  and  violence  would  have  been  annulled 
by  the  pope,  and  could  have  been  of  no  ad- 
vantage to  Euftace,  had  it  been  gained.  But 
moft  of  the  prelates  were  firm  in  refufing  to 
give  it,  even  at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  and 
above  all  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  After 
fome  time,  by  a  negled  in  guarding  the 
houfe,  which  probably  was  owing  to  cor- 
ruption, or  to  private  orders  from  the  king, 
the  primate  got  out,  and  made  his  efcape 
into  France.  His  brethren  were  then  fet  at 
liberty  ;  but  their  temporalities  were  all  feized 
to  the  ufe  of  the  king;  which,  however,  he 
foon  reftored,  retaining  only  thofe  of  the  fu- 
gitive archbifhop.  And  he  was  compelled, 
not  long  afterwards,  to  recall  that  prelate  to 
his  fee,  by  a  fentence  of  excommunication 
and  interdi(5l,  which,  if  this  was  not  done 
within  a  limited  time,  Eugenius  had  injoined 
the  bifliops  of  England  to  pafs  on  their  fo- 
vereign,  and  on  all  parts  of  the  kingdom 
which  acknowledged  his  authority,  without 
appeal. 

Thus  ended  this  bufinefs,  to  the  no  fmall 
diihonour  both  of  Stephen  and  Euftace  ;  but  i 
youth  and  inexperience  made  it  much  more  i 
V.  Annales    excufable  in  the  fon  than  in  the  father.     The 
TnZ'iist  o"^7  ^^"e^^t  which   Euilace  obtained  by  it 
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was  that  the  earls  and  temporal  barons,  who  BOOK  L 
attended  this  convention,  did  liomage  and'  ''' 
fwore  fealty  to  him,  as  heir  to  the  crown  ; 
but,  the  bifhops  not  concurring  with  them, 
it  was  hardly  worth  his  while  to  receive  fuch 
an  imperfedl  acknowledgement  of  a  title, 
which  future  events  alone  could  enable  him 
to  make  good. 

The  very  ofFenfive  behaviour  of  the  fee  of 

Rome  and  the  Englifh  prelates,  in  this  affair, 

:  made   Stephen  feel  with   greater  pain    how 

i  much  danger  might  arife  to  the  general  weal 

of  his  kingdom,  from  the  increafing  influence 

1  of  the  papacy  over  the  minds  of  his  clergy. 

:  His  attention   was  more  efpecially  led  to  one 

i  point,  the  confequences  of  which   his  wifefl 

counfellors    very    juftly    apprehended.     The 

!  law  of  England  being  a  barrier  againfl  the 

whole  fyflem  of  papal  power,   the  prelates, 

j  who  were  become  fubfervient  to  that  power, 

\  and  continually  appealed  to  it  in  the  affairs  of 

;  the  church,  had  recourfe  to  the  canon  and  Ji/pofj"rfdI 

I  civil  laws,  the  authority  of  which  they  en- con,  five  de 

deavoured  to  exalt  above  that  of  the  former.  J^^".?!^  C""^^' 

•  1    Vlll      C     11 

,  A  profeflbr  of  them,    named   Vacanus,  was  Geiv' Aaus* 
called  over  from  Italy,  in  the  year  eleven  hun-  Pont.  Cant. 
dred  and   forty-eight,  by  the   archbiftop  of^^T'^^^^^'-^'J^-^ 
Canterbury,  and    under   his   patronage   they  p.  983.  D. 
were  taught  in  the  archiepifcopal  palace  and  ^"^;  ^"^'^ 

1  '        r  r  ^-v    /-      1        o  r    1       1        ,      oe  ufu  et  au- 

tne  univerlity  or  Oxford.     Some  01  the  books  thoritate  jur. 
brought,  and  commented  upon,  by  Vacarius,  Civ.  1.  i.  c.  7, 
contained   notions   and  maxims   very  repug-^"' ^°' ^^' 
nant  to  thofe  on  which  the  whole  policy  of 

P  4  the 
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^Q  Q ^  ^'  the  Englifh  government  was ereded.  Stephen, 
from  the  neceffity  he  thought  himfelf  under 
of  courting  the  favour  of  Rome,  had  connived 
at  this  evil ;  but  finding  Eugenius  implacable 
to  him,  and  openly  at  war  with  him  and  his 
fon,  he  now  changed  his  conduct,  and  had 
the  refolution  to  publifti  an  edi6l,  which 
filenced  the  profeflbr,    and  forbad  the  books. 

'^^A--^°H"°^^^"  Yet  little   regard  was  paid  to  this  prohibi- 

rilb.  ut  lupra,    .  ,_,,         -"  _,,       ^rn     •  ii-i^     , 

et  in  epiit.   tion.    The  clergy  Itili  perliited  to  addi6t  them- 

Seiden's  Re-  felves  more  and  more  to  the  fludy  of  thefe 

book°oa '^    laws;    and  their  implicit  fubmiffion  to    the 

Tythes,         dccifions   and   decrees  contained  in  the  books 

of  canon   law,  particularly  in  the   coUedion 

called  the  Decreitim,    which  had   been  pub-^ 

lifbed   by  Gratian  in  the  year  eleven  hundred 

and    fifty-one,   continued  in  this  and   many 

following  reigns,  even  till  the  reformation  of 

religion  was  compleated,  to  raife  and  fupport 

in  them  a  fpirit  of  independence  pernicious  to 

fociety,   and  principles  incompatible  with  the 

obedience    they    owed  to   the  laws  of  their 

country. 

Stephen,  having  thus  a£led  above  his  own 
chara6ler,  and  according  to  the  maxims  of 
the  trued  policy,  while  perhaps  he  only 
meant  to  ihew  his  refentment  of  the  hoftile 
condud  of  Rome,  betook  himfelf  again  to 
his  military  operations,  upon  w^hich  he  now 
perceived  that  he  muft  folely  depend  for  the 
future  fupport  of  his  government.  Thofe 
of  the  two  preceding  years  had  not  been 
very  confiderable^  nor  fuch  as  one  might 
-  have 
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have  expelled,  when  he  was  fo  fuperlor  in  BO  OK  I. 
ftrength  to  his  enemies  ;  the  caufe  of  which  v  H^Hun- 
has  before  been  told.  During  that  time  histingdon,  fub 
chief  exploit  was  the  taking  and  burning  of  p""*  ^*^P^- 
Worcefter,  which  city  the  earl  of  Meulant,  to  ^^'*^'''  * 
whom  he  had  formerly  given  it,  now  held 
againft  him.  This  nobleman  had  fprfaken 
him,  and  aided  GeofFry  Plantagenet  to  finifh 
his  conquefl  of  the  dutchy  of  Normandy,  in 
the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty-three,  as 
I  have  related  in  writing  the  tranfadlions  of 
that  year:  foon  after  which  he  went  to  the 
Holy  war,  and  was  now  returned  into  Eng- 
land, Stephen,  more  incenfed  againft  him 
than  againft  any  of  the  old  friends  of  Ma- 
tilda, aiTaulted  the  city  of  Worcefter,  into 
which  he  had  thrown  himfelf,  and,  having 
taken  it  by  ftorm,  gave  it  up  to  be  pillaged 
by  his  foldiers,  who  fet  it  on  fire;  but  he 
could  not  take  the  caftle,  which  the  earl 
maintained  very  bravely.  The  next  year  he 
again  befieged  it  with  ftill  greater  forces,  and 
was  repulfed  a  fecond  time :  after  which  he 
had  recourfe  to  a  lefs  dangerous  method  of 
gaining  his  purpofe,  viz.  the  building  two 
forts  to  block  it  up ;  and,  leaving  a  part  of 
his  army,  under  the  command  of  fome 
nobles,  in  garrifon  there,  went  back  to 
London.  This  blockade  would  in  the  end 
have  conftrained  the  earl  of  Meulant  to  fur- 
render  his  caftie,  for  want  of  necefiary  pro- 
yifions,  if  he  had  not  been  fpeedily  relieved, 
by  the  help  of  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  his  mo- 

ther'q 


2i8  HISTORY  OF   THE    LIFE  J| 

B  o  o  K  I.  tber's  fon  ;    who,    either    by   pretending   an' 
"  order    from   Stephen,    whole  party  he  never 

had  left,  or  by  fome  other  artifice  not  ex- 
plained in  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  caufed 
the  two  forts  to  be  rafed.  And  yet  this 
lord  was  efteemed  a  man  of  virtue  !  Perhaps, 
finding  himfelf  fufpe6ted,  on  his  brother's 
account,  and  remembering  the  fate  of  Geof- 
fry  de  Magnavilla  and  other  noblemen  in 
Stephen's  party,  who  had  been  facrificed  to 
fufpicion,  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  confult 
his  own  fafety,  by  keeping  up  the  power  of 
his  family,  and  not  fuffering  any  part  of  it  to 
be  opprefled.  Indeed  the  general  conduct  of 
the  king  had  been  fuch,  as  loofened  all  the 
bonds  of  truth  and  fidelity  ;  and  there  was  a 
contagion  in  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  which 
made  men  not  afhamed  of  violating  their  faith, 
and  gave  to  fraud  and  treafon  the  reputation  of 
prudence. 

Stephen    would  naturally  have  called   the 

earl  of  Leicefter  to  an  account  for  this  a6lion; 

but  he  had  other  more  important  affairs  on 

his  hands,  particularly  his  defign  of  crown^ 

V.Huntlngd.ij^g  Euftace.     When  that  had  failed,  he  re- 

Gert!c*hron.  turned  to  the  profecution   of   the  war,  and, 

5373*  after  a  fiege  of  fome  weeks,    made  himfelf 

mafter  of  the  town  and  caflle  of  Newbury.  , 

This    being    accomplilhed,     he    turned    his 

arms  againft   Wallingford    caflle,    the    chief 

place,   next  to  Briftol,    that    now    remained 

in  the  hands  of  his  enemies.     It  could  not 

be  taken  but  by  fa^nine ;    and  therefore  he 

had 
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had  conftru^tea  feveral  forts  rou"'^  ^bont  It,BOOK  I. 
to    block    it    up.     The    principal    of   thefe, 
which  he  called  the  caftle  of  Craumers,  was 
very  flrong  j  and   he  had  left  there  a  large 
garrifoii,  to  reftraiii  that  of  Wallingford  from 
making   excurfions.      The   latter,    however, 
were  not  fo  entirely  (hut  up,   but  that  they 
ftill    preferved    a   communication    with    the 
neighbouring  country,   by  a  bridge   over  the 
Thames,   which  ran  clofe  under  the  outward 
wall  of  the  caftle.     In  order  to  cut  off  this 
paffage,   and  complete  the  blockade,  Stephen 
ereO:ed  a  fort  at    the    head    of  the    bridge, 
which  made  it  impoffible  for  the  troops  that 
defended    the    caftle    either   to    go    out    for 
provilions,   or  receive  any   in ;    and   reduced 
them    in   a  iliort     time   to    grievous    want. 
Brien   Fitz-comte,   their  governor,  who  was 
a  perfon  of  high  rank  and  confideration   in 
the   party,   feeing    their  condition   fo  defpe- 
rate,  found  means  to  fend  a  meflage  to  Henry 
Plantagenet,    defiring     affiftance    from    him 
without    delay,    or    permiffiou    to    furrender 
the   caftle   to    Stephen.      That   prince    was 
much  difturbed  upon  receiving  this  meflage, 
and  greatly  perplexed  what  part  to  take.     It 
was  now  the  depth  of  winter,  a  feafon  very 
unfit  for  pafling  the    fea;    and  a  worfe  ob- 
ftacle  to  it  was,  that  he  had  not  yet  made 
peace   with  the  king  of  France.     Neverthe- 
lefs,  as  he  apprehended  the  total  difcourage- 
ment  of  his  party  in  England,   if  he  fhould 
fuffer  a  place  of  fuch  importance  to  be  loft. 
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SOiOKJ.  he  deiermined  to  go  over,  trufting  to  the 
truce  between  h\m  and  that  prince,  wKlcK 
he  flattered  himfelf  he  might  foon  convert 
to  a  peace,  by  being  a  httle  more  yielding, 
than  he  had  hitherto  been,  in  the  treaty. 
V.  Chron.  gy|.^  while  he  was  diligently  preparing  to 
C.  '  '  execute  this  refolution,  Louis,  informed  by 
Neubrigenf.  jEuftace  of  vvhat  confcquence  it  would  be  to 
,01.9.29.  Jetj^hi  him  in  Normandy  at  fuch  a  critical 
time,  fent  to  return  the  hoftages,  which  he 
had  received  from  him  on  account  of  the 
truce,  and  to  take  back  thofe  he  had  given  ; 
notifying  thereby  his  intention  of  imme- 
diately renewing  the  war.  Henry  was  now 
under  flill  greater  difficulties  in  determining 
his  condudl.  To  leave  his  dominions  on  the 
continent  exhaufted  of  troops,  when  they 
were  menaced  with  an  inftant  invafion  from 
fo  powerful  a  prince,  he  thought  very  im- 
prudent, and  abfolutely  repugnant  to  the 
maxims  he  had  learnt  from  his  father  and 
grandfather,  always  to  prefer  the  conferva- 
tion  of  prefent  and  certain  pofleffions  to  the 
purfuit  of  uncertain  hopes.  At  the  fame 
time,  his  friends  in  England  defired  him  to. 
bring  a  great  force  to  their  aid  ;  and  to  go 
with  a  fmall  one  would  expofe  him  to  evi- 
dent danger,  and  might,  probably,  hinder 
many  from  declaring  in  his  favour,  who 
would  be  willing  to  do  fo,  if  they  fhould  fee 
iiim  attended  by  a  numerous  army.  The 
conjundure  appeared  to  be  decifive.  Stephen 
.vv:as  now  in  a  ilate  of  hoftility  with  Rome 

and 
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and  his  biihops,  a  circumftance  of  the  highefl  BOOK  i. 
advantage  to  his  enemies.  That  quarrel 
might  be  made  up  ;  Eugenius  was  old,  and 
likely  to  die  very  foon  ;  another  pope  well 
difpofed  to  the  houfe  of  Blois  might  be 
chofen.  The  archbifliop  of  Canterbury 
would  think  himfelf  flighted  and  ill  ufed, 
if  Henry  did  not  fupport  him,  but  fufFered 
the  power  of  the  king  to  increafe,  when,  in 
all  probability,  the  whole  flrength  of  it 
would  be  exerted  in  punifhing  thofe  who 
had  ventured  to  fet  him  and  his  fon  at  de- 
fiance. The  bifhop  of  Winchefter  alfo 
would  be  obliged  to  return  to  the  interefts 
of  his  brother,  unlefs  the  part  he  had  lately 
taken  againft  him,  in  the  very  important 
affair  of  his  fon's  coronation,  was  juftified 
,by  tlie  courageous  proceeding  of  Henry. 
Nor  was  it  only  his  friends  among  the  clergy 
whom  that  prince  was  afraid  to  lofe  by 
neglecting  this  crifis.  The  earl  of  Chefter's 
irrefolution  was  not  to  be  fixed,  but  by  his 
'prefence  in  England  ;  and,  if  he  lofl  that 
potent  lord,  he  loft  the  chief  fupport  of  his 
party.  The  earls  of  Pembroke  and  Hert- 
ford would  probably  make  their  peace  with 
"Stephen,  if  they  faw  the  affairs  of  that  mo- 
tiarch  in  a  profperous  flate  ;  and  others 
would  be  deterred  from  declaring  againft 
him,  upon  whofe  aid  the  duke  of  Normandy 
knew  he  might  count,  if  he  could  flop  the 
prefent  courie  of  Stephen's  fuccefs.  Among 
thefe   the  earl  of  Leicefter  was  a  principal 

objed 
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BOOK  I.  object  of  his  hopes  and  attention  :  for  that 
^  nobleman  had  too  much  offended  the  king, 
not  to  delire  to  take  from  him  the  power  of 
being  revenged  :  but  he  would  not  engage 
with  Henry  in  his  abfence,  nor  go  any- 
greater  lengths  towards  a  revolt,  till  he 
Ihould  fee  what  fupport  he  would  be  likely 
to  find  in  changing  his  party*  The  fuffering 
Wallingford  callle  to  fall  into  the  power  of 
Stephen  would  be  an  indelible  ftain  to  the 
honour  of  Henry,  and  produce,  not  only  fear 
and  deje£lion  of  fpirit,  but  coldnefs  and 
alienation  in  all  his  adherents. 

Having   well    weighed    all    thefe    things, 
but  chiefly  confultlng  his  own  magnanimity, 
and  rather  confidering  what  was  moft  honour- 
able   for   him   to  do,   than    what  was   moft 
fafe,    he    determined    to    go    into    England, 
A.  D.  ii_53.  without   lofing   a   moment    of  time.      Yet, 
that  he  might  not  expofe  his   territories  in 
France  to   any  danger    during    his   abfence, 
Chron.Norm.  j^e  left  behind    him  much  the  greater  part 
mfupra."^*    of   the   forces,   which   he    had    intended  to 
carry  over  with  him,   and  embarked  with  a 
body  of  only  three  thoufand  foot  and  a  hun- 
dred   and   forty    knights ;    trufling   that  his 
prefenc^  would  encourage  his  party  to  join 
him,  and  that  he  fliould  be  ftrengthened   by 
almoft   a   general    defection    from    Stephen. 
He  had  a  paffage  more  favourable  than,  from 
the  leafon  of  the  year,  he  could  well  expedj 
and    landed    very    happily,    it    is    not    faid 
where,   but  probably  at  Wareham,  on   the 

fixth 
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lixth  day  of   January,    eleven    hundred    and^oOKi. 
fifty-three.  The  king,  I  imagine,  either  had  no  g^JT^q^^ 
fleet  at  that  time,  or  had  negle6led  to  guard  fubann.i  153* 
the    fea   between    England    and    Normandy,  ^^^^"S' "'^ 
from    an    opinion     that    Henry    would    be  Hi'Suntingd* 
flopped  by  the  war  renewed  againfl:  him  in^^bann.  18 
France  Steph,  Reg. 

As  foon  as  the  arrival  of  that  prince  wasp- 687,  688. 
known,  his  mother's  old   friends,    who  had  ^u"*  ^^^^"^^^ 
not  yet  made  their  peace  with  Stephen,  im- 
mediately joined  him  :  but  they  were  fome- 
what  diiheartened  at  his  not  having  brought 
a  greater  army  ;  and  thofe  of  the  other  party, 
who  had  given  him   hopes  that  they  would 
declare  for  him  as  foon  as  he  fhould  land, 
fhrunk  back  from  their   promifes  when  they 
found  that  he  was  come  no  better  attended. 
The  bifhops  themfelves,  who  had  been  more 
eager  than  any  others  in  calling  him  over, 
remained  una6:ive.     A  manoflefs  refolution 
would    have  been    intimidated    and    difcon- 
certed  at  this  difappointment :  but  he,  full  of 
confidence,    endeavoured  to  raife    the    fpirits 
of  his  friends  by  the  alacrity  of  his  own  cou- 
rage,  and,   having  called  a  council  of  war, 
told  them,  he  thought    their    ftrength    fuf- 
ficient  to  win  the  crown  for  him,   and  deli- 
ver   themfelves    from     the    tyranny    under 
which    they    groaned,    though   not    another 
man  ihould  flir  to  affiil  them  :    yet  he  did 
not   queflion    that   they  would  prefently  be 
joined  by  great  numbers,   if  they  aded   with 
vigour ;    whereas,    if    they    difcoyered    any 

fvm- 
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BOOK  I.  fymptoms  of  fear,  they  muft  defpair  of  all 
fupport.  He  concluded  by  declaring,  that 
he  was  refolved  to  undertake  feme  confider- 
able  action  without  lofs  of  time ;  and  defired 
them  to  advife  him,  what  he  fhould  firft  be- 
gin with :  as  they  were  better  acquainted, 
than  he  was,  with  the  country.  Hereupon 
they  unanimoufly  gave  him  their  opinion,  that 
he  fhould  lay  liege  to  Malmibury  ;  a  place 
which,  if  he  could  take  it,  would  greatly 
facilitate  the  relieving  of  Wallingford,  and 
which  they  hoped  he  might  make  himfelf 
mailer  of,  by  a  fudden  attack,  before  the 
king  could  draw  his  forces  together.  This 
counfel  pleafed  him :  he  immediately  marched, 
aflaulted  the  town,  and  took  it  in  a  very 
fhort  time,  together  with  the  caitle,  except 
one  tower,  which  being  too  ftrong  to  be 
taken  by  aflault,  he  blocked  it  up,  with  a 
defign  of  reducing  it  by  famine.  Stephen, 
Vld.  auaores  ^vho  had  intelligence  of  his  having  per- 
dtat.utfupra.^^^^g^  this  fpirited  adion   aimoft  as  foon  as 

he  heard  of  his  landing  in  England,  was 
much  alarmed.  He  made  all  the  hafte  he 
could  to  aii'emble  his  forces,  and  having 
formed  a  great  army  marched  direftly  to  the 
enemy,  and  offered  them  battle.  But  Henry, 
who  was  much  inferior  to  him  in  numbers, 
kept  himfelf  clofe  in  his  camp,  which  on 
one  fide  was '  defended  by  the  walls  of  the 
town,  and  on  the  other  by  the  river  Avon  ; 
continuing  ftill  the  blockade  of  the  tower  of 
Malmfbury,    and    avoiding    to   fight,    unlefs 

Stephen 
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j  Stephen  fhould  attack  him;    which  he  couldBOOK   r. 

not   do  in  fuch  a  poft,   without  extreme  dif-'        ^    "^ 

advantage.     That  monarch,  ileverthelefs,  de- 

jtermined  to  rifque  it:    for  he  found  his  army 

jfuffer  much   by  the  feverity  of  the  cold,  and 

liapprehended  that  delay  would  ftrengthen  the 

jduke.     He   therefore  advanced  to  the  river, 

|with  a  refolution   to  pafs  it,   though  he  favv 

jthe  enemy  all  drawn  up,   in   order  of  battle. 

Ion  the  oppoiite  bank.     But,  as  he  came  on, 

ithere    arofe    a    wintry    iform,    with    violent 

iftowers   of  hail  and   fleet,   which   drove   di- 

:  |re6lly  in  the  faces   of   his  men,   who,   quite 

jbenumbed   with  the   wet  and   coM,    loft    all 

ufe  of  their  arms,  all  ftrength,  and  courage; 

while   thofe   of  the  duke,    having-  the  wind 

in  their  backs,  and  being   much   better  {hel- 

tered,    fufFered    little   by  it.     The   river  was 

fwelled  by  the  rains  and  rendered  impaifable  ; 

io  that  Stephen,   defpairing   now  of  any  iuc- 

:cfs,    and   unable   to  bear  the  iuclemencv  of 

:he  weather,   which   continued  very  bad,  re- 

,  pred  to  London. 

Pp  This  had  great  confequences  in  favour  of  the 

"puke.     Soon  afterwards  the  tower  of  Malmf- 

'  pury  was  fu r rendered  ;  the  earl  of  Leicefter 

I   leclared  for  him  ;    the  countefs  of  Warwick, 

vhofe  huiband  was   then  dying,  delivered  to 

nm    that    caftle ;     and   thirty    other   ftrong 

'   ,)laces,   in    different    parts   of  the   kingdom^ 

:   fvere  likewife   yielded    up.     The    people    all 

jelieved   that  Heaven   fought  for  him  :  a  no- 

i    ion  that  did  him  mucii  fervice.     His  force 

Vol*  II.  Q  was 
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BOOK  I.  was  now  fufficient  to   enable  him  to  attempt 

' ^~~^the  relieving   of  Wallingford,    which  objea 

he  had  moft  at  heart:    nor   would  k  fuffer 
any   longer   delay;  the  garrifon  being  ready 
to'perilh  with  famine.     He  therefore  marched 
thither,  with  all  poffibk  expedition ;  paffed  un- 
molelled  through  the  whole  chain    of  forts 
that  Stephen  had  built  round  about  it,    and 
re-viaualled    the     caitk :    the    garrifons   of 
.thofe  places  not  daring  to  lally  out,  or  give 
vid.  auaores  ^j^y    obftruclion   to    his    enterprife.     Having 
^■^^'•^•"P^^'accomplithed    his    purpofe,    he    proceeded   to 
beliege  the  caftle   of  Craumers,  the   ftrongeft 
of  the   forts   abovementioned.     Accordingly, 
be  drew  lines  of  circumvallation  about  it,  and 
extended  them   from   thence  to  Wallingford 
eaflle.     Thus  he  cut  off  all  fupplies  from  the 
garrifon,    and  effeclually  prevented  the  fiege 
he   was    making    from    being    difturbed  by 
jncurfions  of  the  enemy*s  troops   out  of  the 
other  fraaller  forts.     He  had  kifure  to  coni- 
plete  thefe  works,   before  Stephen,  who  ftaid 
Ibme  time   at  London  to  refrefli   and  recruit 
his  forces,  was   able  again  to  take  the  field. 
At  lafl:  that  prince,  having  made  the  utmoft 
efforts  to  colka  his  whole  ftrength,  marched 
towards    Wallingford    with    an    army    more 
numerous    than   the    duke's.     Many  of  the 
barons  attended  his  ftandard,  and  among  them 
the  earl  of  Arundel,   a  man  famous   for  his 
ekquence  no  kfs  than  for  his  valour.  William 
of  Ipres    was    likewife    there,    at    the    head 
of  the   mercenaries.     Foremoft  of  all,   and 

rnoft 
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moft  eager  to  fight,  was  Prince  Euftace,  BOOK  I. 
being  fired,  not  only  by  the  ardour  of  youth  '  ' 
and  great  natural  courage,  but  by  ftrong 
emulation  againll:  Henry,  the  rival  of  all  his 
pretenlions.  Both  had  from  their  infancy 
been  bred  up  in  expectation  of  the  kingdom 
of  England;  b(jth  had  been  invefted  with  the 
dutchy  of  Normandy ;  both  had  married  wives 
of  the  firil:  rank  in  Europe;  their  age  was  the 
fame;  their  valour  equal:  but  in  uifdom,  in 
knowledge,  in  the  decency  and  the  dignity  of 
his  behaviour,  in  all  the  virtues  of  civil  life, 
Henry  was  vaftly  fuperior  to  Eufta'ce. 

As   foon    as   the   former    had    intelligence 
that  the  king   was   coming  againfh  him,  he 
made  a  fudden  fally  out  of  Wallingford  Cafile, 
and  took  by  florm  the  tort  at  the  head  of  the 
bridge,   which  Stephen  had  eredled  the  year 
before.     Having    thus    opened    to  himfclf  a 
j  free  paiTage  over  the  river,   and  a  communi- 
cation to  the  caftle  with  the  country  on  that 
fide,  he  threw  down   his  lines,  and  marched 
out,   with   great   alacrity,   to  meet  the   kingVid.  auaiores 
and  give  him  battle.     For,  though  inferior  ^^^^•"^^"P''*' 
in   numbers,    yet   as    the    difparity    was   not 
very  great,   he  thought  it  more  prudent,   as 
■  well  as  more  for  his  honour,  to  brave  the  ene- 
my in  the  field,  than  to  wait  for  him  behind 
entrenchments ;  an  armv  bein^  m.uch  llron^en 
by  the  fpirit,  and  confidence  in  its  own  valour, 
i  which   fuch  an    animating   conduct    inlpires, 
I  than  by  the  uncertain  defence  of  ditches  and 
ramparts.     Nor   yet   did   he  totally  rail'e  the 
fiege   he   had   formed,   but    left   a    fuiticicnt 
Q   2  force 
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BOOK  I.  force  to  continue  the  blockade  of  the  caftle 
of  Craumers  till  he  (hould  return.  He  had 
not  gone  very  far,  when  In  the  naidfl  of  a 
wide  and  open  plain  he  found  Stephen  en- 
camped, and  pitched  his  own  tents  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  him,  preparing  for  a' 
battle  with  all  the  eagernefs  that  the  defire 
of  empire  and  glory  could  excite  in  a  brave 
and  youthful  heart  elate  with  fuccefs.  Ste- 
phen alfo  much  wiftied  to  bring  the  conteft 
between  them  to  a  fpeedy  decifion ;  but, 
while  he  and  Euftace  were  confulting  with 
William  of  Ipres,  in  whofe  affedion  they 
mod:  confided,  and  by  whofe  private  advice 
they  took  all  their  meafures,  the  earl  of 
Arundel,  having  affembled  the  Englifh  no- 
bility   and    principal    officers,    fpoke  to  this 

effed: 

"  It  is  now  above  fixteen  years,  that,  on 
"  a  doubtful  and  difputed  claim  to  the  crown, 
*'  the  rage  of  civil  war  has  almoft  continu- 
"  ally  infefted  this  kingdom.  During  this 
"  melancholy  period  how  much  blood  has 
"  been  fhed !  what  devaftations  and  mifery 
"  have  been  brought  on  the  people!  The 
'«  laws  have  loft  their  force,  the  crown  its 
'«  authority  :  licentioufnefs  and  impunity 
"  have  Ibaken  all  the  foundations  of  public 
"  fecurity.  This  great  and  noble  nation 
'«  has  been  delivered  a  prey  to  the  baleft  of 
«f  foreigners,  the  abominable  Icum  of  Flan- 
*'  ders,  Brabant,  and  Bretagne,  robbers  ra- 
<*  ther  than  foldiers,  reftrained   by  no  laws 

"  divine 
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t«  divine  or  human,  tied  to  no  country,  fub-BOQK   1. 

«'  je6l  to  no  prince,  inftruments  of  all  tyranny, 

"  violence,    and    opprefllon.      At   the    fame 

"  time,   our    cruel    neighbours,    the    Weifli 

"  and  the  Scotch,  calling   themfelves   allies 

'^  or  auxiliaries  to  the  emprefs,  but  in  reality 

"  enemies   and   deftroyers  of  England,  have 

I  "  broken  their  bounds,   ravaged  our  borders, 

I  «'  and  taken  from  us  whole  provinces,  which 

I  "  we  never  can  hope  to  recover,  while,   in- 

"  ftead  of  employing  our  united  force  againft 

<«  them,    we  continue   thus  madly,   without 

"  any  care  of  our  public  fafety  or  national 

"  honour,  to  turn  our  fwords  againft  our  own 

«  bofoms.     What  benefits  have  we  gained  to 

«  compenfate  all  thefe  iolTes,  or  what  do  we 

«  expeft  ?    When-  Matilda   was    miftrefs   of 

"  the  kingdom,  though   her  power  was  not 

«  yet    confirmed,   in  what    manner    did    (he 

"  govern  ?    Did  (lie  not  make  even  thofe  of 

"  her  own    faftion,    and    court,    regret    the 

«'  king?    Was  not  her  pride  more  intolerable 

*'  ftill  than  his  levity  ;   her   rapine  than  his 

«.',  profufenefs  ?    Were  any  years   of  his  .reign 

""  fo   grievous  to   the  people,  fo  offenfive  to 

"the    nobles,    as    the    firft    days_  of   her's: 

"  When    fne    was    driven   out,    did  Stephen 

"  corre6l   his   former  bad  condua  ?_   Did  he 

'*  difmifs  his  odious  foreign  favourite  ?^  Did 

«  he  difcharge  his   lawlefs  foreign   hirelings, 

!'«  who  had  fo  long  been  the   fcourge  and  the 

«  reproach    of  England  ?     Have    not    they 

i«  lived    ever    fuice    upon    free    quarter,    by 

Q  o  "  plun- 
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plundering    our   houfes    and    burning   our 
"  cities  ?    And  now,  to  complete  our   mife- 
'^  ries,  a  new   army  of  foreigners,  Angevins, 
f'  Galcons,    Ppidevins,  I  know  not  who,  are 
*?  come  over    with    Henry    PJantagenet,  the 
*«  fon  of  Matilda;  and  many  more,  no  doubt, 
"  vvili  be  called  to  albil:  him,  as  loon  as  eve^ 
"  his   affii  s  abroad   will  permit;    by  whofe 
"  help   if  he  be    vidorious,    England    muft 
"  pay  the  price  of  their  iervices  :    our  lands, 
"  our  honours,  muft  be  the  hire  of  theie  rar 
"  pacious   invaders.     But  fuppofe  we  fhould 
"  have  the   fortune  to  conquer  for  Stephen, 
"what   will  be  the  confequence  ?    Will  vic- 
«'   tory  teach  him  moderation  ?    Will  he  learn 
*'  from   fecurity  that  regard  to  our  liberties, 
^^  which   he  could   not  learn   from   danger? 
"  Alas !    the  only  fruit  of  our  good  fuccefs 
*«  will  be   this  ;     the   eftates   of  the   earl  of 
"  Leicefter  and   others   of  our  countrymen, 
"  who  have   now  quitted  the   party  of  the 
^'  king,   will  be  forfeited  ;  and  new  confifca- 
'^'  tions  will  accrue  to  William" of  Ipres. 

"  But  let  us  not  hope,  that,  be  our  vic- 
««  tory  ever  fo  complete,  it  v^ill  give  any 
"  lafring  peace  to  this  kingdom.  Should 
**  Henry  fail  in  this  battle,  there  are  two 
"  other  brotiiers  to  fucceed  to  his  claim, 
"  and  iiipport  his  faction,  perhaps  with  lefs 
"  merit,  but  certainly  with  as  much  ambi'^ 
««  tion  as  he.  What  (hall  v/e  do  then  to' 
*'  free  ourfelves  from  all  thefe  misfortunes  ? 
**  "—Let  us  prefer  the  intereft  of  our  country 
'     ■  '  <;«  to 


ec 
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to  that  of  our  party,  and  to  all  thofe  paf-^^oi^  ^• 
^'  fions,  which  are  apt,  in  civil  diflenfions, ^  "^ 
<«  to  inflame  zeal  into  madnefs,  and  render 
*'  men  the  blind  inftruments  of  thofe  very 
««  evils  which  they  fight  to  avoid.  Let  us 
"  prevent  all  the  crimes  and  all  the  horrors 
"  that  attend  a  war  of  this  kind,  iu  which 
"  conqueft  itfelf  is  full  of  calamity,  and  ,our 
^«  moft  happy  yi£lories  deferve  to  be  cele- 
*<  brated  only  by  tears.  Nature  herfelf  is 
*«  difmayed,  and  (hrinks  back  from  a  com^ 
*'  bat,  w^here  every  blow  that  we  ftrike  may 
'-^  murder  a  friend,  a  relation,  a  parent.  Let 
"  us  hearken  to  her  yoice,  which  commands 
*'  us  to  refrain  from  that  guilt.  Is  there 
"  one  of  us  here,  who  would  not  think  it 
"  a  happy  and  glorious  ad:,  to  fave  the  life  of 
f^  one  of  his  countrymen  ?  What  a  felicity 
**  then,  and  what  a  glory,  mufl  it  be  to  us 
f  all,  if  we  fave  the  lives  of  thoufands  of 
f  Englifhmen,  that  muft  otherwife  fall  in 
f'  this  battle,  and  in  many  other  battles 
f*  which  hereafter  may  be  fought  on  this 
*'  quarrel  ?  It  is  in  our  power  to  do  fo — It 
f  is  in  our  power  to  end  the  controveriy, 
f«  both  fafely  and  honourably,  by  an  amicable 
♦'  agreement ;  not  by  the  iword,  Stephen 
f«  may  enjoy  the  royal  dignity  for  his  hfe, 
"  and  the  fucceffion  may  be  lecured  to  the 
**  young  duke  of  Normandy,  with  fuch  a 
"  prefent  rank  in  the  ftate  as  befits  the  heir 
"  of  the  crown.  Even  the  bittereft  enemies 
^*  of  the  king  muft  acknowledge,  that  he  is 
Q  4  "  valiant. 
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BOOK  T, a  valiant,  generous,  and  good-natured:  his 
'"'  *'  vvarmeft  friends  cannot  deny,  that  he  has 
*'  a  great  deal  of  rafhnefs  and  indifcretion. 
^*  Both  may  therefore  conclude,  that  he 
"  fhould  not  be  deprived  of  the  royal  autho- 
**  rity,  but  that  he  ought  to  be  reflrained 
"  from  a  further  abufe  of  it  ;  which  can  be 
*«  done  by  no  means,  fo  certain  and  effectual, 
"  as  what  1  propoie :  for  thus  his  power 
'«  will  be  tempered,  by  the  prefence,  the 
<«  couulels,  and  influence  of  Prince  Henry; 
*«  who,  from  his  own  interefh  in  the  weal  of 
««  the  kingdom,  which  he  is  to  inherit,  will 
"  always  have  a  right  to  interpofe  his  advice, 
'*  and  even  .his  authority,  if  it  be  neceffary, 
*'  againfl  any  future  violations  of  our  liber- 
"  ties;  and  to  procure  an  effectual  redrefs 
**  of  our  grievances,  which  we  have  hitherto 
<'  fought  in  vain.  If  all  the  Englldi  in  both 
"  armies  unite,  as  I  hope  that  they  may, 
**  in  this  plan  of  pacification,  they  will  be 
**  able  to  give  the  law  to  the  foreigners,  and 
**  oblige  both  the  king  and  the  duke  to  con- 
"  fent  to  it.  This  will  fecure  the  publick 
"  tranquillity,  and  leave  no  fecret  ftings  of 
«*  relentment,  to  rankle  in  the  hearts  of  a 
«'  futfering  party,  and  produce  future  dif- 
'*  turbances.  As  there  will  be  no  triumph, 
"  no  infolence,  no  exclufive  right  to  favour 
^'  on  either  iide,  there  can  be  no  fliame,  no 
"  anger,  no  uneafy  defire  of  change.  It  will 
"  be  the  work  of  the  whole  nation  ;  and  all 
*«  mufl:  wiih  to  fupporC  what  all  have  efta- 

«  bliflied, 
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*«  blhhed.     The  fons  of  Stephen  indeed  mayBOOK   I. 

"  endeavour  to  oppofe  it :    but   their  efforts^        ""       ^ 

"  will  be  fruitlefs,  and  mufl:  end   very  foon, 

"  either   in    their   fubmiffion,   or  their    ruin. 

««  Nor    have    they  any  reafonable    caufe    to 

"  complain.     Their    father  himfelf  did  not 

"  come  to  the    crown    by  hereditary  right, 

"  He  was  elected  in  preference  to  a  woman 

*«  and  an   infant,  who  were  deemed   not  to 

*'  be  capable   of  ruling  a  kingdom.     By  that 

*'  eledion   our    allegiance   is    bound  to  him 

'«  durmg    his   life :    but    neither    that   bond, 

"  nor  the  reafon  for  which   we  chofe  him, 

*«  will  hold   as  to  the  choice   of  a  fucceffor. 

."  Henry  Plantagenet  is  now  grown  up  to  an 

"  age  of  maturityj   and  every   way  qualified 

"  to    fucceed    to    the    crown.      He    is    the 

I "  grandfon  of  a  king  whofe  memory  is  dear 

i  *;'  to   us,  and  the  nearefi  heir  male  to  him  In 

i ''  the    courfe    of  dejcent :  -  he    appears    to    re- 

"  femble  him   in  all  his  good  qualities,  and 

"  to   be  worthy  to  reign  over  the  Norm  uis 

"  and  Englidi,  whofe  nobleft  blood,   united, 

"  enriches  his  veins.     Normandy  has  already 

**  fubmitted    to  him    with    pleafure.     Why 

*'  fliould   we  now  divide  that    dutchy   from 

*^  England,   when  it  is  fo  greatly  the  intereil 

"  of  our  nobility  to  keep  them   always  con- 

*'  nedled  ?     If  we   had  no  other  inducement 

,  j"  to   make  us  defire  a  reconciliation   between 

"  him  and  Stephen,   this  would  be  fufficient. 

*'  Our  eftates   in  both  countries  wi-il  by  that 

^'  means    be   fecured,    v^^hich    other vvite    we 

''  muft 
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BiOK  I. ?«  muH:  forfeit,  in  the  one,  or  the  other,  , 
^~-->r'—^  a  while  Henry  remains  pofTefTed  of  Nor- 
"  mandy  :  and  it  will  not  be  an  eafy  matter 
<'  to  drive  him  from  thence,  even  though 
<'  we  fhould  cpmtel  him  to  retire  from  Eng> 
*'  land.  But,  by  amicably  compounding  his 
♦^  quanel  with  Stephen,  we  {hall  maintain 
«'  aii  our  interefts,  private  and  publicL  His 
*«  greatnefs  abroad  will  increafe  the  power 
««  of  this  kingdom :  it  will  make  us  refpect- 
«*  able  and  formidable  to  France  :  England 
<'  will  be  the  head  of  all  thofe  ample  domi^ 
<*  nions  which  extend  from  the  Britifh 
f  ocean  to  the  Pyrenean  mountains.  By 
f'  governing,  in  his  youth,  fo  many  diiferent 
^«  flates,  he  will  learn  to  govern  us,  and 
f«  come  to  the  crown,  after  the  deceafe  of 
f«  king  Stephen,  accompliflied  in  all  the  arts 
^'  of  good  policy.  His  mother  has  willingly 
"  reiigned  to  him  her  pretenfions,  or  rather 
"  fhe  acknowledges  that  his  are  fuperior: 
«'  we  therefore  can  have  nothing  to  appre-  , 
««  hend  on  that  fide.  In  every  view,  our  | 
^«  peace,  our  fafety,  the  repofe  of  our  con- 
*<  fciences,  the  quiet  and  happinefs  of  our 
«'  pofterity,  will  be  firmly  eftabiifhed  by  the 
*^  means  I  propofe.  Let  Stephen  continue 
*'  to  wear  the  crown,  that  we  gave  him,  as 
^'  long  as  he  lives  ;  but  after  his  death  let  it 
«  defcend  to  that  prince,  who  alone  can  put  i 
««  an  end  to  pur  unhappy  divifions.  If  you  ' 
'^^  approve  my  advice,  and  will  empower  me 
^;^  to   treat    m    your  names j   I   will    imme- 

««  diately 
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'*  dlately  convey  your  defires  to  the  king  and  BOOK  i. 

"  the  duke."  °         ' ^ ' 

i      The  earl  of  Arundel  undoubtedly  a£led  in  Vid.  auftorea 
concert  with  the  principal  men  in  bo!-h  ar-  ^^i^^'^-  "tfupra, 
mies.     His  fpeech    was  received   with  great 
applaufe.     The  impreffion  it  made  upon  the 
nobles   and  gentry  was   foon  communicated 
;  to  the  foldiers,  and  produced   in   their  minds 
'  a  fudden   change.      Thofe,  who  before  had 
been    the  moft   ardent  to  fight,   now  threw 
I  down  their  arms,  and  loudly  declared   their 
I  wifhes  for  a  peace   on  the  foundations  which 
I  the  earl  had   marked  out.     Seeing  thefe  good 
difpolitions   fo  general    in    them,   and   being 
fure  of  a  fupport  from   the    moft  powerful 
^rons,  he  propofed  it  to   the   king   with   a 
i  tone   of  authority,    rather   than   of  counfel. 
I  WiUiam  of  Ipres  and   his    troops,    furpriled 
at  this   novelty,  inferior  in  numbers  to  the 
:  ^ngiifli  of  their  own  party,  and  apprehend- 
ing a  jundion  of  the  two  armies,  ftood  in 
lufpenle  and  filence,  looking  on  the  king,  and 
I  waiting  his  orders.     Aftonilhment,  rage,   and 
j  indignation,  choaked   up  the  fpeech    of  Eu- 
fj  ftace. '     Stephen,  amazed,    confounded,   inti- 
midated, after  fome  paufe  and  conflict  in  his 
mind,  yielded   to  an  immediate  ceflation  of 
arms,   and   to  a  conference  with  the  duke,  in 
;!    order  to  a  treaty,  which   he   was  lure  would 
end  in  nothing  but  lofs  and  dilhonour  to  him-" 
I   felf  and  his  family. 

^        The  earl  of  Arundel  then  propofed  to  the 
I   ^^uke  and  his  army  what  he  had  opened  to 

the 
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BOOK  I.  the  king  :  but,  in  order  to  feciire  the  fuccefs 
^~     '  of  his  bufinefs,  he  had  fent  before   him  fome 

monks  and  other    ecclefiafticks,   to  negociate 
in  private    with  the  Englifh  nobiHty  there, 
Vid.auftores  and  difpofe  them  to  back  his   propoiaL     He 
cltat.utfuprfi.  jiad   himfelf  a    fecret  intelHgence  with  fome 
of  the  greateft,   and  knew  that  the  meafnre 
was  agreeable  to  them,  and  would  be  ftrongly 
fupported  by  their  concurrence.     The  duke 
at  firH:  was   very  averfe  to  it,  and   refolved  to 
gain  or  lofe  all,  as  the  fortune  of  war  fhould 
decide :    for  Stephen,    being  yet  under    fifty 
years  old,  and  of  a  vigorous  and  hale  confti- 
tution,  might  live  many  years:    and  there- 
fore   to    grant    fo    long  a  term    to   a   reign, 
which   Henry  thought  an  unjuft   and  violent 
ufurpation,  leemed  to  him  very   hard.     Nor 
could  his  ftrong  fenfe  and  clear  judgement  be 
perfuaded  to  believe,   that  any  fincere  or  lafl- 
ing  peace  would  be  procured  by  this  means. 
But,  fearing  to  be  abandoned  by  all  his  Eng- 
lifh friends,   whom  the  earl  of  Arundel's  elo- 
quence,   and   fecret    intrigues,    had   rendered 
unanimous  in  defiling  a  treaty,   he  at  laft  was 
induced,  though  with  the  utmofi  relu<3:ance, 
to  confent  to  the  interview,  which  the  king 
had   agreed   to,   within  a  little  diftance   from 
their  two  camps.     They  met  upon  the  op- 
pofite  banks  of  the  Thames,   vi^hich   there  is 
very  narrow,  and   conferred  together  a  long 
time  without  any  attendants. 

It  is  faid,  that  they  mutually  complained 
to  each  other  of  the  treachery  of  the  barons, 

and 
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and  of  their  infolence  in  prefumlng  to  di£late  ^p^O  KI. 
fuch  terms  to  their  mafters.  What  further^ 
pafled  is  unknown  ;  bat  they  parted  without 
any  decifive  agreement,  only  a  ihort  fufpen- 
lion  of  arms  having  been  fettled  between 
them,  which,  not  entirely  to  oppofe  the  de- 
fires  of  his  friends,  Henry  had  yielded  to, 
on  this  advantageous  and  honourable  condition, 
that  the  king  hirafelf  fhould  demoli(h  the 
caftle  of  Crai:mers. 

■   The  greateit  obitacle  to  a  peace  was  prince 
Euftace.     He,  who    had  a  Ipirit  as  high  as 
I  his    birth    and    preteniions,    faw  himfelf,    if 
i  this  plan  fhould  take  effect,    reduced  to  the 
;  obfcurity   of  a  private  condition  ;  or,  at  befl:, 
to  the  two  earldoms  of  Boulogne  and  Mor- 
.tagne  ;   after   having  loft  the  dutchy  of  Nor- 
mandy, and  the  kingdom  of  England.     Such 
a  degradation  appeared  to  him  the  worft  of 
evils  ;    and    refentment  having    inflamed  his 
natural  courage  to  a  difregard   of  all  danger, 
I  without  knowing  well  by  Vv'hat  methods  to 
I  oppofe  it,  he  abiclutely    determined    not    to 
j  lubmit  to  it.     At  his    father's    return    fromcerv.   ut 

the   conference,    he    upbraided   him    bitterly,  %:^- 

.  for    having    had    the    abject  complaifance  to 

j  treat  with  his  enemy  according  to  the  dic- 

'  tates    of   his    mutinous    fubje6ts.      He    told 

,  him,    '*  that,  by  liftening  to  fucli  a  propofal, 

'*  he  would  facrince,  not  only  his   fon,   but 

^*  himfelf,    to  a  vain  fhadow  of  peace,  and 

,'*  to  the  mere  name  of  royalty,  deprived  of 

**  all   its   power  and  majefty  :  that  a  fuccef- 

'■  for 
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BOOK  I.  "  for  forced  upon  him,   fo  injiirioufly  to  his 
**  «'  family,    and  to  his    royal  dignity,    would 

"  be,  in  reality,  his  mafter  and  king  :  that 
"  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  died, 
*'  with  his  fword  in  his  hand,  at  the  head 
«'  of  his  foreign  troops,  who  were  ftill 
«'  faithful  to  him,  than  have  timidly  fub- 
"  mitted  to  fuch  an  indignity  :  that,  for 
<'  his  own  part,  he  protefted  againft  this 
"  treaty,  and  would  make  no  peace  with 
*'  Henry,  while  he  could  get  an  arm  to 
"  ftrike  for  him  in  England  or  in  France : 
"  nor  would  he  flay  any  longer,  to  be  a 
*'  witnefs  of  the  weaknefs  and  fervirude  of 
<«  his  father."  Having  thus  vented  his  in- 
dignation, he  broke  away  fuddenly,  without 
deigning  even  to  wait  for  any  reply;  and 
taking  along  with  him  the  knights  of  his' 
houfliold,  and  all  who  were  particularly  at- 
tached to  his  perfon,  repaired  to  Cambridge. 
He  flaid  there  fome  time,  and  found  means 
to  draw  together,  beneath  his  own  flandard, 
feveral  perfons  of  defperate  fortunes  and 
minds,  to  whom  civil  war  was  a  benefit  and 
a  fecurity,  defigning,  with  their  affiftance, 
to  a£t  for  himielf,  and  render  the  propofed 
accommodation  more  difficult. 

The  ceflcition  of  arms,  agreed  to  between 
Stephen  and  Henry,  being  expired,  the  war 
was  renewed,  though  not  with  great  alacrity 
on  either  fide,  as  the  negotiations  for  peace  ! 
were  ftill  carried  on,  and  the  leading  men, 
in  both  parties,   concurred  very  zealoufly  to  j 

promote 
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promote  their  fuccefs.  A  detachment  oftheBOOK  i. 
lung's  troops,  commanded  by  William  de^VTT^^" — ', 
Quercy,  governor  or  Uxtord,  by  the  brave  chvon.Norm. 
William  Martel,  and  by  Richard  de  Liicy^Neubngenfis, 
coming  to  make  an  incurfion  into  the  coun- ^^  v^*^^* "' 
try  poffefled  by  Henry,  he  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  forces  fent  to  his  af- 
fiflance  by  fome  of  the  bifhops,  met  this 
party  on  their  way,  attacked  and  defeated 
them,  took  twenty  knights,  and  puriued 
the  reft  as  far  as  Oxford.  After  tiiis  ac- 
tion, his  light-armed  troops  ovei-ran  and 
pillaged  the  country.  At  their  return  to  his 
camp,  they  brought-in  a  great  booty :  but 
he  commanded  it  all  to  be  reftored  to  the 
perfons  from  whom  it  was  taken,  fayiug^  li 
was  not  to  plunder  the  people^  but  to  deliver 
them  from  the  rapine  of  the  great,  that  he 
came  into  England:  words  of  more  ufe  to 
him  than  many  fuch  vidiories,  and  which  he 
moft  efFedually  and  honourably  fulfilled  dur- 
ing the  whole  courfe  of  his  fucceeding  reign. 
Nor  did  he  only  gain  the  commons.  Many 
of  the  nobility,  one  after  another,  forfook 
Stephen's  party,  and  came  over  to  his  j  even 
fome,  who  had  been,  hitherto,  moft  averfe 
to  his  caufe :  but  all  were  deiirous  of  a 
treaty  on  the  terms  the  earl -of  Arundel  had 
propofed.  Neverthelefs  the  fpirit  of  the 
king,  awakened  by  the  reproaches  of  a  fon 
•whom  he  loved,  appeared  to  be  now  deter^ 
mined  againfl:  the  concluiioa  of  an  accom- 
modation, fo  ignominious  to  himfelf,   and  fo 

ruinous 
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BOOK  I.  rulnovis  to  his  family :  in  which   difpofitions 
he  attacked    the  earl  of  Norfolk,    who    had 
declared  for  the  duke  ;    and  laid   clofe  fiege 
to    Ipfwich    ca(Ue.      Henry,    to    draw    hirn 
away  from  that  enterprife,  befieged  the  town 
of  Stamford,   which  he   took  in  a  few   days, 
and   inverted  the  caftle.     The  garrifon  there 
fent  notice   to  the  king,    that,  if  by  a  cer-  ; 
,tain   time    he   did     not   relieve    them,    they^j 
mnft  be  obliged  to  yield  it  up.     But  he  re- 
fufed,  eitiier  to  come  to  them,  or  fend  any 
fuccours  :  upon  which   anfwer  they  delivered 
the    caille    to    Henry,    who    marched    from 
thence,  to  raife  the  liege  of  Ipfwich   caftle. 
He  had    not  got  far  upon  his  road  to  that 
fortrefs,   when   he   received   the  news  of  its 
having    capitulated ;    a   lofs    which    he    felt 
with     feme    regret,    though    certainly    with 
much   lefs    than    fuch   a   misfortune    would 
have  caufed  if  the   place  had  belonged  to  a 
more   determined   friend  ;    the   earl  of  Nor- 
folk being  one  in  whofe  fidelity  neither  party 
could  put  any  truft.     Henry   did  not  attempt 
to    recover    it    from    the    king,    but    turned 
north v^ards    again,     and   came    before    Not- 
tinp^ham,  which  he   took  bv  ftorm,   and  thus 
kept  up  the  reputation   of  his  arms,   which 
profpered  in  all  parts  where  he  acted  himfelf : 
but    Nottingham    caftle    being    exceedingly 
ftrong   both    by  nature    and  art,     he   would 
not    engage    himfelf  at  this  time  in  the  liege 
of  it ;  nor  did  he  form  after  this  any  enter- 
prife, an  event  having  happened  during  the 

courfe 
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couiTe  of  thefe   adions,   which    made    fuchBOOK  i. 
operations  lefs  neceffary,   and  greatly  facili-  *^       "^    ^ 
tated  the  treaty  begun  on  the  earl  of  Arundel's 
plan. 

Euftace,  who  had  colle£led  a  force  fuffi-Oerr.  utfu- 
clent  to  take  the  field,  marched  out  from  f'V''^  """"* 
Cambridge  a  httle  before  the  feaft  of  St.  Neubi-ig.  ut 
Laurence,  intending  to  join  the  king,  his  fa-^^^P""^' 
ther,  at  Ipfwich ;  or  to  attempt  iomethinsj 
himfelf  againil:  the  earl  of  Norfolk,  whofe 
power  in  thofe  countries  iliill  continued  very 
great.  When  he  came  to  St.  Edmond's-bury, 
he  demanded  of  the  monks,  belonging  to 
that  convent,  a  fum  of  money  for  his  men : 
but,  not  obtaining  any  from  them,  he  fell  into 
a  furious  rage,  and,  inftantly  leaving  their 
houfe,  commanded  his  foldiers,  who  were 
in  want  of  fubfiflence,  to  cut  down  the  ripe 
corn  all  round  the  town,  particularly  whac 
belonged  to  the  abbey,  and  bring  it  into  his 
camp.  He  had  fcarce  feen  this  order  execu- 
ted, when  he  was  feized  with  a  burning  fe^ 
ver  and  frenzy,  of  which  he  died  in  a  ihort 
time.  It  may  well  be  prefuraed,  that  his  dif- 
.temper  proceeded  from  the  violent  agitation 
his  mind  had  been  in,  and  from  the  heat  of 
tile  weather  at  that  feafon  of  the  year:  but 
the  monks  did  not  fail  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  a 
judgement  of  heaven  upon  him,  for  -having  fa- 
■crilegioufly  pluiidered  their  fields.  He  was  of  a 
charatler  to  make  his  lofs  regretted  by  none 
who  had  any  real  concern  for  the  good  of  the 

V-OL.  IL'  R  '  pub- 
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BOOK  I.  public.  Yet  his  nature  was  not- utterly  void  of 
'~"°°°~'''''^  ^  ail  virtues  ;  but  it  was  milerablj  depraved  by 
a  bad  education.  He  had  been  bred,  even 
from  his  cradle,  amidft  the  licentioufnefs, 
cruelty,  and  impiety  of  a  long  civil  war^ 
without  proper  care,  iu  thofe  to  whofe  tuition 
his  youth  was  committed,  to  preferve  him 
from  the  contagion  of  fuch  peftilent  times, 
by  oppoiiiig  good  inftruftions  to  evil  exam- 
ples. As  he  grew  up,  he  became  diflblute, 
T:-!?^'',^"'^.^"  fierce,  and  intradable.     A  low  tafte  of  plea- 

ni.  PoucratJC.  ^  "^  .     ,     ,  .  .  ■*■       ^ 

live  de  Nugis  lure    earned    nun    nito    mean    company:     io 
Curiailum,     that  he  waited  a  great  part   of  his  time  with 
.VI.  c,  I  .     ijuffoons,   and  all  the  fcum  of  a  loofe  court  or 
diforderly   camp ;    which  vile  fociety  debafed 
Geft.  Steph.  J^is  mind,   and  corrupted  his  heart.     Other- 
eg.  p.  973j  ^,-|g  j^g  might  have   been   capable  of  doing 
great  things :    for  he   poiTelied,  with  the  ac- 
tivity and  courage  of  his    father,  a  more  de- 
termined  relolution  ;    and   difcovered,  in  the 
earlieft    bloom    of    his    youth,    iuch   talents 
for  war,  as  gained  the  adm.iration  even  of  the 
oldeft  commanders.     To   his   friends  he  was 
affable,     courteous,     and     liberal  ;     but    his 
bounty  was    too  often    extended    to    perfons 
johan.  Sariib.  whole  ouly  merit  was  ferving  his  vices.    Upon 
fbpSr^*  "*    ^^^  whole  J   he  feemed  made  to  perpetuate  the 
miilchiefs    that  England   endured    under  the 
reign  of  his  father,   and  perhaps   to  increale 
them. 

His    death    removed  the  greateft   impedi- 
ment to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  the 
fettlement  of  it  was  advanced,  in  a  lower  de- 
gree^ 
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gree,  by  that  of  his  dearefl  friend,  the  young^OOK  I. 
earl  of  Northamptonj   who  alfo  died  in  the'       ^~— ' 
fame  week    of  a  fever,     Stephen  had  given  v.  Jorvai.  p. 
that  lord  the    earldom  of  Huntingdon,   upon 97S*  "•  io» 
the  deceafe  of  Henry  prince  of  Scotland,  lioc 
long  before  j    and  his  apprehenfion  that   the 
duke  would  reftore  it  to  Malcolm,  the  eldeft 
fon  of  that  prince,  made  him  very  averfe  to  any 
reconciliation    between    him    and    the   king. 
Another  caufe,   that  might  render  him  im- 
placable to  the  duke,  was  a  grant  which  the 
latter  had  made  to  the  earl  of  Chefter  of  fome 
of  his  pofTeffions,  if  he  did  not  take  part  with 
him   in  the  war  againft  Stephen.     Nothing 
iliews  more  the  fpirit  of  the  times,  and  the 
character  of   the  earl  of  Chefter,    than   the 
manner  in  which  he  had    treated    with  the 
Muke,   W'hen    that    prince    came   to  England. 
p>Jotwithftanding    the   bitter   rancour   of  his 
iheart  againft  Stephen,  and  the  engagements 
fie  had  taken    with   Henry   in  Scotland,    he"^.  Dugdale's 
Jii  not  declare  for  the  latter,  till,  bv  a  cove- ^"^''.^'J-*  P'  ^^' 

'  '      ■'  ex  iplo   au- 

vant  in  the  form  of  a  charter,  he  had. granted  tog.  inBibli- 
:o  him  the  city  and  county  of  Stafford,   Not-^^^-  C""^"« 
jingham  calUe,  Derby,  and  Mansfield,  withpcedera, 
[inany   great  baronies.     Of  thefe  grants  fome'^^^l-i-  P«  ^z- 
ivere  abfolute,   and    others  conditional,  if  the 
:erfbns,   by    whom   they   were    poiTefled    at 
jjhat   time,    would   not  join  with   the  duke. 
jFor  fuch  was  the  miferable  (late  of  the  king- 
'lom  in  this  inceftine  w^ar.     The   barons  on 
ler  fide  were  equally  treated  as  rebels  by 
he  oppoiite   party.     Befides  what  was  given 
R  2  to 
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BOOK.  I.  to  the  earl  of  Ghefter  himfelf,  Henry  pro- 
"^-—•^r—^  mifed  to  give,  to  fix  of  his  vaflal  barons,  lands 
or  one  hundred  pounds  anoual  value  to  each, 
out  of  the  eft?^tes  he  (lioald  gain  from  his 
enemies.  Thefe  were  high  terms,  one  hun- 
dred pounds  in  thofe  days  being  equivalent 
at  leaft  to  fifteen  hundred  at  pretent:  but 
the  power  of  the  earl  was  fo  great,  that  Henry 
could  hardly  buy  him  at  too  dear  a  price :  " 
and  as  he  formerly  had  fold  his  allegumce, 
both  to  Stephen  and  Matilda,  fo  he  now  bar- 
gained for  it  J  a  third  time,  with  the  duke, 
and  at  every  fale  raifed  the  price.  But  he  ap- 
prehended that  thefe  grants  would  be  re- 
Gerv.  Chron.  voked  and  annulled,  if  the  earl  of  Arundel's 
iubann.ir53.p^^pQ|-^j^   iliould    be    accepted.     He   therefore' 

w'iihed  to  obflruft  the  conclulion  of  the  treaty,';^ 
or   at  leaft  to   maintain  his  own  powder  inde-J 
pendent  on  either  prince,  by  a6ling  feparatel}^ 
and    only   for    himfelf;     hoping    that     both.'i 
would    be    conih^ained    by    this    condu£l    to  i 
grant  him  any  conditions,  that  he  might   not  I 
be  an  obiiacle  to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom, , 
which  could  not  be  tolerably  fettled   without  I 
his  conciarrence.     But,  while   he  was   purfu-  • 
ing  this  plan,  he  was  poifoned  by  William  de  : 
Peverel,  whofe  lands  Henry   had  granted  to 
hini    in  the    abovementioned   charter,  unlefs, 
as  the  words  of  that  deed  exprefs  it,  JViliiam ' 
could  dc  quit  himfelf  of  Id  is  wickednefs  and  treafont  i 
by  a  fair  trial,  in  a   court  of  jufice..     What 
the  nature  of  his  treafon  was,  we  are  not  in- 
formed ;    but   it   rauft   certainly    have    been 

fome- 
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fomething;   more   heinous    than    merely   ad- ^C)  ok  I. 
hering  to  the  party  ot    Stephen  ;   perhaps   an         ' 
attempt  againU:  the  Ufe  of  the  earl,  to  whom 
he  was  a  vaffal.     His  guilty  confcience  duril: 
not  abide  a  legal  decifion,   but  prompted  him 
to  take   this  villainous  method  of  preferving 
his  lands  ;  for  there  was  no  kind  of  wicked- 
nefs,  into  which  the  great  profligacy  of  thofe 
lawlefs  times  did  not  draw  even  gentlemen  of 
birth  and  diftln^lion.     Among  the  many  evils 
that  attend  on  civil  war,  one  of  the  worft  is 
the    univerfal    corruption    of    manners,     the 
hardnefs  of  heart,    and  familiarity   with  the 
mofl  horrid  crimes,  which  it  feidora  fails  to 
produce.     The    power  of  government  being 
loft,  all  the  bonds   of  fociety  are  quickly  dii- 
i   folved  ;  the  paffions  of  men  become  the  rules 
of  their  adlions  ;    and  fear  itfelf  makes   them 
flagitious    and   cruel.     Some   virtues    indeed, 
which  would  otherwife   be   concealed,    may 
I   be  called  out    into   action    by   fuch   commo- 
tions :  but  even  thefe  are  often  forced  to  ac- 
'    commodate   themfelves  to   the    fpirit    of  the 
\    times,   further   than   the  ftrid:    rules  of  in te- 
I    grity  would  allow  in  any  other  circumftances: 
,10  tliat  nothing  can  be  more  pernicious  to  the 
;    morals  of  a  nation   than    civil    war,    except 
'    that  delpotifm  which  turns  even  the  power  of 
government  to  the  deftruction  of  virtue. 

The  earl  of  Chefter  being  thus  taken  off, 

immediately   after   the    death   ot   the   earl  of 

Northampton  and  of  Prince   ]2uftace,    there 

remained   no  other    to   oppofe    the     earl    of 

R  3  ArundeFs 
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Arundel's  fcheme.  The  defire  of  quiet,  and 
a  relief  from  the  miferies  they  had  fuffered  fo 
long,  was  enough  to  recommend  it  to  the 
body  of  the  people,  who  generally  look  no 
further  in  matters  of  itate  than  to  their  pre- 
fent  eafe  and  fecurity.  But  fome  of  the 
nobles  and  bifiiops  had  other  views  of  a 
H.  Huntlngd.  more  refined  policy.  The  entire  defeat, 
t.  227.  n.  30.  either  of  Stephen  or  Henry,  they  thought, 
would  render  the  conqueror  a  more  abfolute 
mafter  of  them  and  the  kingdom  than  they 
defired  ;  whereas,  fo  long  as  one  of  them 
was  afraid  of  the  other,  and  the  royal  au- 
thority was  divided  between  them,  it  could 
not  be  vigoroully  exerted  by  either;  but  each 
mufl  be  forced  to  depend  upon  his  fadion. 
A.  D.  S153.  Thus  they  propofed  to  govern  both,  and  pre- 
vent any  punifhmcnt  of  former  offences,  which 
moil  of  them  had  abundant  reafon  to  fear,  or 
ciny  controul  upon  their  future  behaviour, 
which  certainly  they  were  little  difpofed  to  en- 
dure. The  bifhop  of  VVinchefter  afted  wholly 
upon  this  fvftem. 

If  the  abilities  of  that  prelate  bad  not  been 
very  great,  his  frequent  change  of  party  muft 
have  deftioyed  his  credit  and  influence ;  but 
lie  managed  fo  ilcilfully,  that,  which^  way 
foever  his  own  intereft  led  him,  he  feemed 
only  to  follow  that  of  the  church.  A  con- 
flant  pretence  of  zeal  for  the  caule  of  reli- 
gion excufed  and  fandified  his  ambition,  his 
treachery,  his  frequent  breach  of  the  moft 
folemn  oathsj  and  all  the  obligations  of  duty 
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or  nature.     He  had  indeed,  for  fome   time  BOOK   I. 
I  paft,  been  under  a  cloud,  and  much  humbled 
■  by  the  mortifications  he   had   received   from 
[the  enmity  of  Eugenius  the  Third  :  but  the 
death  of  that  pontiff,  which  happened  in  this 
:year,  having  delivered   him  from  that  perfe- 
"jcution,    the    archblfhop   of  Canterbury   was 
fobliged  to  admit  him  Into  a  participation  of 
all  ecclefiaftical  power  in  the  kingdom.     The 
jfagacity,   fubtilty,    and  vigour  of  his   mind, 
Ijwith   the  advantage   of  his   high    birth    and 
great  riches,  gave  him  fuch  an  influence  over 
^the   clergy,    and   by    them   over   the  people, 
that,  io  long  as  the  two  parfies   were  evenly 
balanced,   he  was  able  to  didate  to  both.     It 
iwas  therefore  his  intereffc  to   keep   them   in 
jthat  ftate,   and  to  hinder  a  decifion,   which 
fwould   make  either  the  king,  or  Henry,  his 
[Imafler ;     elpecially   as   he  had   caufe  to  ap- 
prehend   the    refentment   of  each    of   thole 
princes    for    his     pall    behaviour.     There    is 
good  reafon  to  think  that   the  earl  of  Arun- 
jdefs    fcheme    was    prqje6^ed  by   him  :     fince 
ione  can  hardly  account,  upon  atiy  other  mo- 
pve,  for  his  having  oppofed  the  crowning  of 
pis  nephew,  or  taking  fo  adive  a  part,  as  we 
[find   that  he  did,   in   negociating  this   agree- 
ment.    Th€  archbifliop    of  Canterbury  like- X'  ^^'"^^i^. 

.  ~    .    .  .,,.        ^        -  -^  Lhron.  et  Di- 

;wiiejomed  with  him;  and  the  earl  of  Arun- ceto,iiib  ann. 
pel  leems  to  have  left  the  condu6l  of  it  en- IJ  53-  . 
jtirely  to  them  :  for  they  alone  are  mentioned,  f.  '228.'  '"^  ' 
|is  mediators  on  this  occafion,  between  the  s.  Dun.  hifr. 
hvo  princes,  and,  if  we  may  judge  by  one  p°"pj";^^^^[^' 
''pf  th€    articles    impofed   upon   Henry,    thep.  28ir 

K  4  bi  fin  op 
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BOOK  r.  bifhop  of  Winchefter  had  the  chief  manage 
N^ri^^edi's  ^^^'^^  ^f  the  treaty  in  his   own  hands.     The 
1.  i.  c.  30.     main  difficulty  of  it  confifled  in  fetthng  what 
iliare  of  prefent  power  Ihould  be  allowed  to 
the  duke  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom: 
for,  in  reality,    there    remained    none    about 
the   fucceliion;    William,  the  only  legitimate 
fon   of  Stephen  then  living,    not   being  fup- 
ported,  as  his  brother  had  been,  by  an  affinity 
with  the    king    of   France,    nor    having    the 
fame  invincible  courage,  defperately  to  oppofe 
fuch    an    accommodation,    and    keep  up  the 
drooping    fpirit  of  his    father.     The   queen, 
Vi'ho  would  have  been  grieved  to  fee  her  pof- 
terity  deprived   of  the  crown,  and  might  by 
her  magnanimity  have  animated  her  hufband^ 
had    died    before    Eufl:ace  ;     and  Stephen,  in 
loiing    her,    had    lofb    no     little    part  of  hi^ 
ftreogth:    for  (lie  had  been  generally  beloved 
by  the  people.     His   mind,  opprefied  and  de- 
jected with  forrow  for  her  death,  fought  pre-'' 
lent  eafe,  and  would  not  facrifice  this  to  the 
future    greatnefs    of   his    family,    which  the 
young  man,  who  nov/  remained  the  fole  heir  of 
that  family,  was  unfit  to  maintain.      He  there- 
\  fore  confented  that  Henry  ihould  be  acknow- 

ledged as  heir  to  the  crown,  with  certain  ftipu- 
lations  in  favour  of  Williafn  ;  but  thought  that 
adniicting  him,  by  the  conditions  of  a  treaty,  tq 
a  iliare  of  the  government  in  his  own  life-time, 
was  in  effeO:  to  depofe  himfelf.  And  certainly 
he  would  have  a6:ed  with  much  better  fenfe, 
it  he  had  (irmly  psrfevered  in  refufmg  that 
points  which  was,  in   truih,    improper  to  be 

granted^ 
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I  granted ;  any  divifion  of  the  royal  authority  BOOK   r. 
i  Being  a  dangerous  weakening  of  government,^        ^ 
I  and  naturally  produftive  of  faftion,  diforder, 
'  and   difcord.     But  Henry  would  not  be  con^   - 
tented  with  the  profpe£t  of  a  crown  in  rever- 
'  lion,  and  judged,   very  prudently,   that,  even 
I  in  order  to  fecure  to  himfelf  that  reverfion, 
it    was    necefl'ary  to  infift    on    fome    prefent 
authority,    and    not    leave  the    entire    direc- 
tion  of  the  kingdom,  which  he  was  to  in- 
herit, in  an  enemy's    hands.     Nor   did    the 
mere  fettlement  of   the    fuccefiion    on    him, 
after  the  death  of  the  king,   anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  of  thofe  who  managed  this  treaty.     The 
impoffibility  ofadjufting  an  article  of  fo  de- 
i  iicate  and  important  a  rjature,  in  fuch  a  man- 
!  ner  as  to  fatipfy  both  the  king  and  the  duke, 
j  retarded  the  conciufion  of  the  peace  for  fome 
j  months  after  the  death  of   Prince    Eu Trace  : 
j  but  at  laft,   being  overcome  by  his  brother's 
':  perfuafions,  and  fearing  to  be  left  by  all  his 
1  nobility,    Stephen    confented  to  accept    fuch 
terms    as  that    prelate    was    able  or  willing 
:  to  gain  for  him  ;  and  Henry,  having  weighed 
||  the  folid  advantages,   which   he    was  fure  to 
j  obtain  by  this  agreement,  againll:  the  doubt- 
ful   fuccefs  of  a  war,  to  which  he  faw    his 
,  friends  averfe,    agreed   not  unwillingly,  or  at 
I  lead    with  no   appearance  of    difcontent,    to 
I  what    was  propofed.      All    being  previoufly 
j  fettled   between    them,   a  great    council  was 
j  fummoned,   by  writs  from  both^  to  meet  them 
j  at  Winchefter,  about  the  end  of  November,  in 
j  jhe  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-three,   but  a.  D.-i!_j3. 
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fOO  ^^I .  ^probably  by  the  management  of  the  bifhop 
of  Winchefter,  to  keep  the  treaty  more  in 
his  own  hands)  the  meeting  was  chiefly 
compofed  of  eccleliaftics.  In  this  imperfed 
parliament  a  convention  was  made,  between 
the  two  princes,  upon  the  foundation  of  the  ' 
earl  of  Artmders  plan  ;  which  being  con- 
firmed by  the  aflbnt,  and  even  by  the  oaths, 
of  all  prefent,  the  king  and  duke  uent  to- 
gether to  London,  araidft  the  acclamations 
of  the  people,  that  feemed  to  be  equallypaid 
to  both  ;  but  in  reality  Henry  triumphed,  and 
Stephen  vvas  led  captive.  Yet,  as  the  pro- 
c€edin<j;s  at  Wincheiter  might  well  have  been 
queftioned,  becaufe  that  aflembly  was  little 
better  than  a  fynod  of  churchmen,  a  more 
regular  parliament  was  foon  afterwards  fum- 
moned,,  to  meet  the  king  and  the  duke  at' 
Oxford,  where  what  had  been  fettled  in  the 
other  was  confirmed.  We  have  amon?  our 
See  Reymer'sj.g^Q,.(-|g  fj-jg  charter,  or  declaration,  by  v/hich 
voi.^.'p.  13.  Stephen  notified  to  all  his  iubjecfs  the  agree-  , 
et  Brompt.     ment  he  had  concluded  with   the  duke:  and 

^r;'?^''it  is  witneiied  by  all  the  Enp-lilh  biiliops,  with  •  :■ 

50303  lOjij,  y     .  ^  * 

See  alf'j  Ap-  fome  of  the  princq^al  noblemen   of  each  fac- 
penmx,         tlon.     He   there  lays,   that   he  bad  co.y^itiited 
Henry,  duke  of  Nonnand\\   his  Jul  ce/Jhr  in  the 
kingdom  of  Kngland^   and  his  heir  by  hereditary  ■ 
right  ;  and  Jo  had  given  and  confirmed  the  /aid 
kingdom  to  him  and  his  heirs,     T'bat,  in  return 
for  the  honour  fo  done  him,  and  for  the  donation 
and  confirmation  \o  made  to  him,  tlie  duke  had 
done  homage  to  him  (the  king),  and  had  Iworo 
that  he  would  be  faithful  to  him,  and  defend 

his 
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lis  life  and  honour  to  the  utmoft  of  his -BOOK  I. 
>ower,  according  to  the  agreement  contained 
n  this  charter.  And  he  (the  king)  had  re- 
ciprocally fworn  to  the  duke,  that  he  would 
tefend  his  life  and  honour  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  power,  and  maintain  him,  in  all  refpedts, 
jind  again  ft  all  men,  as  his  Jon  and  heir, 
I  Upon  thefe  claufes  it  is  oblervable,  that 
here  is,  in  the  wording  of  them,  a  remark- 
Ible  care  to  avoid  an  acknowledgement  of 
Iny  fuch  title  to  the  crown  in  the  duke  as 
Ijvould  have  impeached  that  of  Stephen.  His 
ight  of  fucceffion  is  grounded  upon  a  kind 
j)f  adoption  of  him  made  by  that  king  ;  and 
rhe  kingdom  is  declared  to  be  given  and  con- 
.?r/wfii  to  him  and  his  heirs,  not  in  virtue  of 
his  birth,  but  as  in  confequence  of  the  vo- 
iintary  a^  and  donation  of  Stephen,  who 
'^onjiitutes  him  his  heir,  and  conliders  him  as 
\ls  fo7i.  The  word  confirmed  may  leem  in- 
peed  to  contain  fome  intimation  of  a  right 
prior  to  this  a6l ;  but  it  ftands  fb  connefted 
Ivith  others  that  imply  a  contrary  fen fe,  as 
jiot  eaiily  to  admit  of  fuch  a  conftrudion. 
aThere  was  certainly  a  great  deal  of  art  in 
chis  method  to  colour  over  what  Stephen 
ms  conftrained  to  fiibmit  to,  and  fave  his 
lionour,  as  flir  as  appearances  and  fi£lions  could 

fave  it, ' 

I 

j  The  charter,  or  declaration,  goes  on  to 
fay,  that  William,  Stephen's  fon,  had  done 
ihomage  to  Henry  and   fworn  fealty  to  him  ; 

and 
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BOOK  I.  and  that  he,  m  return,  had  f:^ranted  to  that 
"  prince  all  the  honours  and  lands,  in  England, 
or  Normandy,  or  any  othc-  country,  v;hich 
his  father  had  enjoyed  before  he  was  king; 
or  which  he  himfelf  had  acquired  by  his 
marriage  with  the  daughter  and  lieirefs  of 
the  late  earl  of  Surrey;  or  w-hich  his  father 
had  given  him  fince  he  came  to  the  crown: 
all  which  he  was  to  hold  immediately  of 
the  duke,  with  fome  reiervations  to  the 
rights  of  other  perfons,  as  fpecified  in  the 
charter.  And,  further  to  confrm  the  favour 
and  afe5iion  of  the  king  to  the  duke,  fome  ad- 
ditional honours  and  lands  were  granted  by 
the  latter  to  William.  It  is  alfo  declared, 
that  the  duke  had  confirmed  all  grants,  or 
reftitiitlons,  made  by  the  king  to  the  church: 
that  luch  earls  or  barons  of  the  duke's  party, 
as  had  never  done  homage  before  to  Stephen, 
did  it  now,  and  fwore  fealty  to  him,  under 
the  limitations  contained  in  the  prefent  con- 
ventions between  the  two  princes  :  and  that 
thole  of  the  fa  id  party,  who  had  done  ho- 
mage to  him  before,  took  a  new  oath  of 
feai'cy  to  liim,  as  their  liege  lord,  and  fwore, 
that,  in  cafe  the  duke  fhould  ever  violate 
the  ag^reement  then  made,  they  would  en- 
tircly  quit  his  fervice  till  he  had  corre6ted^ 
fuch  errors  or  faults  in  his  condu6t. 

On  this  claufe  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
thofc  earls  or  barons,  who  had  never  done  ho' , 
niJge  to  Stephen  J  were  probably  the   Ions  of. 

fome  ' 
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ifome  who  had  died  in  the  fervice  of  MatildaBOOK  I. 
during  the  courfe  of  the  war;    fuch  as  the — "*"'"" — ' 
earls  of  Glocefler  and  Hereford.     For  it  ap- 
pears,   that,   when  Stephen  granted  his  char- 
iter  at  Oxford,  all  the  barons  of  England  did 
hou  age  to  him;  as  I  have   already  rehited  : 
ibut,  a:>  the  civil  war  lafted  long,   there  might 
I  be  many  to  whom  honours  and  lands  had  de- 
jfceLdfd  during  the  courfe  of  it,  who,  being 
'engaged    with    Matilda,     and    therefore    not 
,  acknowledging  Stephen   as    king,  had   taken 
lie  oaths  to  him  before  this  agreement  ^  and 
the    word,    of  this   declaration    exprefs,   that 
;  it   was   in  corifderation  of  the   honour  done   hf 
\  him  to  Henry  their  lord^  that  they  now  became 
i  his  vafials.     I  un  Jerftand,  from  what  follows, 
that    thefe    perfons  alfo  fwore,    that,  if   the 
;,  duke  (liould  ever  break  his  eng.;gements,  they 
'  would   net  ftand   hy  him,    unlefs   upon    his 
amendment. 

J      The    declaration     fays    further,    that    the 
!  king's  ion  would,  in  like  manner,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  holy  church,  withhold  from  the 
j  duke    the    fervice,  which,    as    his    vailal,   he 
\  was   bound  to  perform  to  him,  if  he  fliould 
'  depart   from   what   he  had   there  prom.ikd  : 
and  that  the  earls  and   barons   of  the   king's 
;•  party   had    done    liege   homage    to   the    dukcj 
I  faving    the    fidelity  they  ovved  to  the  king, 
\  as  long  as  he  fiiould  live  and   hold  the  ki[}gr 
dom,   under  the  lame  condition,    with  refpedl 
to   the   favmg    claufe^    viz.    that  if  he,    the 
1  king, 
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BOOK  I.  king,    fliould    ever   break    his    engagements^ 
^■^      '       '  they   would  all    ceafe  to  ferve  him  till  fuch 
time    as    he    had     corre6led    his    errors    or 
faults. 

Proper  fecuritles  were  given  to  the  duke, 
that  the  forts  of  the  kingdom  fliould  be  de- 
livered up  to  him  after  the  death  of  the 
king  :  and  they  agreed  to  a6t  jointly  againft 
any  governors  of  the  caftles  and  forts  be- 
longing to  the  crown,  who  fhould  prove 
contumacious  or  rebellious  againfi:  them. 

The  archbilhops,  bifliops,  and  abbots  of 
England,  by  the  command  of  the  king, 
fwore  fealty  to  the  duke  :  and  it  was  agreed 
that  all  others,  who  fhould,  from  that  time 
forwards,  be  made  biOiops  or  abbots,  fhould 
likewife  take  the  fame  oath.  The  arch- 
bifliops  and  bifhops  of  either  party  took 
upon  themfelves  to  reftrain  and  correct,  by 
ecclefiaftical  cenfures,  the  king,  or  the  duke, 
if  either  of  them  ihould  violate  the  afore- 
faid  conventions ;  for  the  performance  of 
which,  the  mother  of  the  duke,  his  wife, 
and  his  brothers,  were  alfo  to  engage,  and, 
together  with  them,  as  many  more  of  his 
relations  or  friends,  as  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  pledge  themielves  for  him. 

Laftly,  the  king  declares,  that  he  would 
a6t  in  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  duke  J  but  w^ould  exercile  royal 
juftice  in  the  v*'hole  realm  of  Enghiud,  as  well 
in  that  part  of  it  which  belonged  to  the  duke,  as 
in  that  which  belonged  to  htmjelj, 

Thefe 
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Thefe  laft  words  do  not  mean  that  theBOOK  I. 
kingdom  was  divided  between  Stephen  and "" 
Henry  ;  no  mention  being  made  of  fuch  a 
partition  in  any  ancient  writer,  nor  in  any 
other  article  of  this  declaration :  but  they 
muft  be  underftood  to  fignify  fuch  parts  of 
the  kingdom  as  were  in  the  power  of  the 
king  or  the  duke,  by  being  in  the  hands  of 
itheir  friends  and  adherents.  It  is  remark- 
able that  no  change  was  permitted  to  be 
made  by  either  prince  in  the  government  of 
the  counties,  of  the  cities,  of  the  towns,  or 
of  any  ftrong  places ;  but  it  was  ftipuiated 
in  the  treaty,  that  all  iliould  be  left  as  they 
were  before  it  was  made,  only  under  obliga- 
tions of  fealty  to  both  :    fo  that  the  flirength 

.:  jof  the  two  factions  continued  unaltered; 
;and,  Henry's  party  being  the  flronger,  he 
was,  in  every  thing  but  the  name  of  king, 
fuperior  to  Stephen.  And  when  the  latter 
lengagcd  to  3(3:  in  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom 
by  the  advice  of  the  duke^  he  really  put  the 
whole  government  into  his  hands,  though  he 
referved  to  himlelf  the  fuprejiie  adminiftra- 
;tion  of  juftice  :  for  that  referve  did  not  de- 
ftroy  the  right  of  the  duke  to  interfere  in 
all  councils  and  a£ls  of  ftate,  and  to  eom- 
;plain  that  the  compact  was  broken  by  the 
,|cing,  if  his   advice    was  not   followed.     His 

,  'pomplaints  ifideed  v/ould  have  iignified   little, 
,if,  he  had  not  been  able  to  procure   by  force 
khe   redrefs   he   defired  ;    but   in    his  circum- 
ftances  a  right  to  advife  was  a  power  to  com- 
mand. 
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BOOK   I.  niand.     Accordingly    we    find,    in    fome   of 

*       '^    ^  the  writers    who   Jived    in  or  very  near  to 

thofe  times,  thefe  expreffions  ;    that,  in  confe- 

qiience   of  this  treaty,     a/I  the   affairs  of  the 

V.  lioveden,  kingdom  Were  determined  by  Henry  ;  and  that  it 

fubann.i  153.^23   fettled  between    Stephen    and    him  that 

hejhould  dire  51  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom:  nay, 

J.  Haguftald,  one  of  them  fays  that  the  king  transferred  his 

?<-^^^'t        Gzvn  ris:hts  and  power  to  the  duke,  and  refervedto 

Hi  ft.  fub  ann.  h  Wife  If,  duTing  his  Itjey  only  the  image  oj  the  royal 

^'5>  dignity. 

There  were  alfo  four   feparate   and    fecret 

articles    agreed    on  at  Winchefter,    and    not 

publiined  by  Stephen  in  this  declaration,  but 

difl"in(Slly  mentioned  by  fome  of  our  ancient 

hiftorians ;    viz.    that    Henry  fioidd  defer  to 

X,].'B.^gw^.the  bifjop  of  Wifichejler,  as  to  a  father,  in  the 

ut  lupra.        hufinefs  of  the  kingdom  :    that    the    king  ffotdd 

V.  Diceto  ut  refiime  what  had  been  alienated  to  the  nobles,  or 

l^P"' ..        ufurfed  by  them,  of  the  royal  demejne  :    that  all 

p/fii.    '       the  caflles    built  in  this    reign  fidould  be  pulled 

down  :  and  that  all  foreign  trodps  fhould  be  fent 

out  of  the  kingdom. 

V.  J.Haguft.  The  firft  of  thefe  articles  fliews  how  ne- 
fuiVr*^^""^  cefTary  Henry  thought  it  at  this  time  to 
pay  a  particular  court  to  the  bifliop  of  Win- 
chefter,  who,  according  to  his  uhiai  policy, 
eaiily  yielded  himfelf  to  any  revolution,  but 
with  a  conftant  view  to  the  advancement, 
or  at  leaft  the  fecurity,  of  his  own  power. 
Yet,   in  this  in  (lance,  Henry  feems  to  have 

been 
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been  the  better  polIticia?i :  for  'le  gave  hlm^QOKl. 
only  fair  words,   but  really  p'accd  his  whole ""     "    '^ ^ 
con^dence  in  the  archbiihop  of  Canterbury, 
and  by  the  affillance  of  that  pi-^'afe  fscured 
to  himftlf  the  clergy  of  England. 

XTpon  the  article  concerning  reGiinption  of 

lands  it   muO:  be  obfervcfl,  that  \i   extended 

only    to    the    grants    made   to   laymcfi ;    the 

biihops  having    taken  car^^  that  all  made  to 

the  church  iliould  be  allov/ed  and  confirmed  : 

i  as  appears  by  an  exprefs  article  in  the  king's 

j  declaration.     The  church  in  thofe  days  drew 

I  every   thing  to  itfelf,    and    let    nothing    re- 

I  turn. 

I    -- 
! 

|-     The  two  laft  articles  were  effentially  ne- 

celTary  to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.     How 

I  intolerable     a     grievance     the      armies      of 

J  foreigners  introduced  by  both  parties,  though 

;,  firft  by  Stephen,   had  been  to  the  whole  na- 

I  tion,  I  have    already    fet   forth.     Much   has 

I  alfo    been  faid  of  the   mifciiiefs   which  had 

I!  arifen    from  the  great  number  of   forts  and 

I  caftles  built  in  this  reign.     One  of  the  con- 

\  temporary  hiilorians  affirms,  that  they  were 

1  no  fewer  than  eleven  hundred  and   fifteen ; 

I  moft  of  which  had  been  made  the  perpetual 

I  retreats,    and    ftrong-holds,   of   rapine,    lufl,Diceto  ut 

land  all  kinds  of  enormities  :  nor  could  there  ^^^^^* 

be  ever  any  hope  of  a  fettled   tranquillity  or 

an   orderly  government,   while  thefe  afylums 

of   difobedience     were    fufFered    to    remain. 

Vol.  IL  S  'Th^ 
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BOOK  I.  The  whole  nation  therefore    defired  to  fre6 
'  themfelves  from  this  evil,  and  iikewife  from 

all  foreign  troops,  as  foon  as  peace  fliould 
be  reftored ;  and  both  the  articles  abovemen* 
tioned  were  prefently  afterwards  publiflied 
and  confirmed  by  an  edi6l:  of  the  great 
council,  or  (to  ufe  a  more  modern  phrafe) 
by  a£t  of  parliament. 

V.  Diceto  ut      Other  regulations  were  made,  for  the  re- 
l^F^'  ^,       ftorins:    of   private    eftates,    that    had    been 

Chron.Norm.      ,        °  f      r  ^        i     -        •    i  ^ 

p.  9?g.  taken  away  by  force,  to  their  right  owners ; 
for  the  reforming  of  the  coin  ;  for  the  re- 
peopling  of  the  country  ;  and  for  the  efta- 
blifhing  of  juftice,  good  order,  and  commerce, 
again  in  the  kingdom. 

Thus    was    this    extraordinary    agreement 
concluded,   and  an  apparent  calm  fucceeded 
to  the  ftorms   which  had  fo  long  and  fo  vio- 
lently agitated  the   nation.     Some  face  of  a 
Huntingdon,  civil  government  was  now  reftored  :  the  laws 
r^^^f  DI-  revived:    the  king  was  obeyed:  Henry  paid 
ceto,utfupra,him  all  external  forms  of  refpedt;  and  others 
Neubrig.  Li. were   forced  to  it  by  the  example  and  autho- 
^'  ^^'  rity  of  that  prince.     But  this  ihew  of  amity 

did  not  laft  above  two  or  three  months. 
Stephen  had  fome  about  him,  whofe  intereft 
was  too  much  aiFe(Sled  by  the  treaty,  not  to 
excite  them  to  employ  all  their  influence 
with  him  to  make  him  break  it :  and  it  was 
not  hard  to  find  arguments,  by  which  one 
of  fo  flexible  and  inconftant  a  nature  might 

be 

4 
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be  perfuaded  that  he  ought  not  to  keep  it.pOOK:  I, 
They  reprefented  to  him,    that,    if  he   dif- 
charged  his  foreign  troops,  he  would   deprive  , 

himfelf  of  the  firmeft  part  of  his  ftrength  5 
and  the  remainder,  which   he  had  found  fo 
difloyal,  would  bear  no  proportion  to  that  of 
Henry.     The   difmiffion  of  them  would  in- 
deed   be  a  popular  adi ;    but  the  popularity 
of  it  would    not    light    upon    him*     Henry 
would  have  the  honour  of  having  compelled 
him  to  part  with  them  :    and  it  would  be 
proper  to  confider,   in  what  a  fituation   his 
other  conceflmns  had  already  put  this  young 
man,   and  how  he  might  ufe  the  advantages 
he    had   gained,  if   his  ambition    (hould   be 
equal  to  his  power.     Every   day  would  aug- 
ment his  force.     The  eyes  of  all  men  would 
be  turned  towards  him,   and   from  Stephen- 
Their  hopes,  which  are  the  ftrongefl  attach- 
ments  to  bind  their  fidelity  to  a  prince,  would 
all  go  to  Henry.     Their  difcontents  would 
redound  to  his  benefit.     He  alone  would  be 
applied  to  for  the  redrefs  of  every  grievance 
real  or    fuppofed.     The    ill-humour  of  the 
difappointed,  the  turbulence  of  the   factious, 
the  wants  of  the  indigent,    the  ambition  of 
the    great,    the    inconftancy  of   the    vulgar, 
would  naturally    draw  the  whole  nation    to 
him,    and    leave  the  king  v/ithout    fubje6ls. 
From  all  this    they    inferred,    that   Stephen 
ought  on  no  account  to  part  with  his   merce- 
naries,  but  fhould  elude  that  article  of  the 
treaty,  keep  all  his  ftrength  as  entire  as  he 
S  2  poffibly 
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BOOK  I.  poflibly  could,  ufe  all  arts  to  Increafe  it,  and 
*"^"^'         wait    for    opportunities,    which   time    might 
afford,  to  break  the  diflionourable    and  bur- 
thenfome  chains  he  had  been  forced  to  put 
on.     Thefe  arguments,  being  agreeable  to  his 
own  fecret  thoughts,  could  not  fail  to  make 
a  great   impreffion  upon  him  ;    and  he  was 
checked  by  no  fcruples,  having  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  violate  the    moft    folemn    engage- 
ments.    His  mercenaries  therefore  were  re- 
tained ;    and  feveral   caftles,  which  were  in 
the  cuftody  of  his  friends,   continued  unde- 
molifhed,  againfl:  the  faith  he  had  given  to 
the   duke,  and  with  a  manifeft    purpofe  to 
maintain  his  own  fadion  in  their  full  ftrength ; 
while   Henry's  party  was   weakened  by  the 
lofs  of  many  flrong  places,  which  had  been 
pulled  down  in  coiiformity  to  the  treaty  of 
Winchefter,  and  by  his  having  difmiffed  all 
the  foreigners  engaged  in  his  fervice.     The 
duke,  alarmed  at  this,  procured  a  new  par- 
liament  to    afiemble   at   Dunftable,     where, 
with  great  modefty,  but  with  proper  force, 
he  complained  of  the  king  for  having  vio- 
lated the  agreement  between  them  in  points 
of  fuch  moment;  and  defired  a  fincere  and 
complete  execution  of  it,  without  any   fur- 
ther delay.     Stephen,  however,  found  fome 
Ipecious  excufes,   to  put  it  off;    and   Henry  / 
thought  lit,   though  very  unwillingly,   to  re-  • 
ceive  thofe  excufes,   rather  than  come  to  an 
open  rupture  with  his  new  father  fo  foon : 
the  flate  oi  his  foreign  affairs,  which  began 

now 
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BOW  to  require  his  prefence  abroad,   making^OOK  I. 
h?m  afraid  o£  being  too  long  detained   in  this        ' 
iiland,  if  he  fhould  draw  the  Iword  in  refent- 
ment  of  thefe  proceedings.     But  he  ne::1e£led 
no  caution  to  fecure  himfeif  from  the  clouds 
he  faw  gathering  about  him ;  and,  while  no- 
thing  was    openly  talked-of  but   union  and 
peace,  diftruft,   the  fore-runner  of  civil  war^ 
was    difpoling    both    parties  to  overturn    an 
agreement,    founded    on    principles    of    too 
much   refinement,   and  held   together  by  too 
weak  a  cement,  to  lafl:  very  long.     It  feems 
to  have  been   copied  long  afterwards,  in  the 
accord    made    by    parliament,    and    by    the 
chiefs  c  f  both  factions,   betvveen  Henry  the 
Sixth    and    the    duke  of   York.     That   was 
quickly    broken  ;  and  yet  it  was  more  likely 
to   have   lalled   than  this  ;  Henry   the  Sixth 
being  a  man  of  a  much  weaker  fplrit  than 
Stephen.     But,  in  this  inftance,  if  a  war  had, 
enfued,  the  event  of  the  contell   would,  in 
all  probability,  have  proved  fatal  to  Stephen  ; 
for  Henry  had  now  almoft  the   whole  nation 
attached  to  his  interefts,   both  by  their  oaths 
and  afFe(ftion3.      I  he  quarrel  would  have  been 
folely  imputfd  to  the   king ;   and   he   would 
have  appeared  to  have  made  it  from  the  moil: 
odious  caufe,  viz.  tne  breach  of  thofe  articles 
which   the   nobility,    clergy^   and   people   of 
England,    were    moil:    delirous     to    iee    per- 
formed, not  for  the  lake  of  the    duke,   but 
of  themlelve;,     for     their    own    fafety   and 
honour.     And  though,   by  faithfully  execut- 
S  3  ing 
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BOOK  I.  ing  thefe  parts  of  the  treaty,  Henry  had  loft 
'"  "  "'  a  confiderable  ftrength,  yet  his  gain  from  it 
would  have  greatly  exceeded  his  lofs.  For 
a  union  of  the  Englilh,  Supported  by  the 
fpiritual  arms  of  the  churcli,  which  would 
have  been  employed  againfi:  Stephen  and  all 
who  adhered  to  him,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture 
apparently  commenced  by  his  fault,  would 
undoubtedly  have  done  the  duke  much  more 
fervice,  than  he  could  have  drawn  from  the 
caftles  he  had  demoliflied,  or  the  foreig;ners 
he  had  difmifled.  A  prince,  who  dares  ven- 
ture to  throw  himfelf  wholly  upon  the  affec- 
tion of  his  country,  is  much  more  likely  to 
have  fuccefs,  and  will  be  much  lefs  embarrafl'ed 
if  he  fucceedb,  than  he  who  relies  on  any 
foreign  ftrength.  But  it  would  have  been 
ah V ays  in  the  power  of  Henry,  if  he  had- 
found  that  he  really  ftood  in  need  of  fuch 
aid,  to  bring  over  reinforcements  from  his 
foreign  dominions,  without  any  offence  to 
the  Engliih  ;  who,  in  that  cafe,  v  ould  have 
laid  all  the  blame  of  the  neceffity  on  the 
king,  not  on  hi  in.  So  that  every  way,  if 
the  war  had  been  renewed,  he  mull:  have 
been  lupenor  to  Stephen. 

Gefro  Chroti,      jf  ^e  may  believe  Gcrvafe  of  Canterbury, 

^""'"■^^Toihe  of  the  mercenaries  confpired   to   aflaffi- 

nate   Henry  %    William    of   Blo^s,    Stephen's 

fon,    being  privy   to  the  plot,   w;  ich    was  to 

have  been   executed  upon   the   road  between 

Dover  and  Canterbury,  as  Henry  was  return* 

ing  with   the  king  from  a  conference  held 
■''■■■■'  at 
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at  Dover  with  the  earl  and  countefs  of  Flan-  B  O  o  k  I. 

ders.     The  fame  author  fays,  that  William^ v-*— ^ 

breaking  his  leg,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe  on 
Barham  Down,  Henry  was  fayed  by  that 
accident ;  which  having  difconcerted  and  flop- 
ped the  confpirators,  he  happily  got  feme 
notice  of  their  defign  :  upon  which  he  im-  , 
mediately  went  to  London,  and  there  taking 
ihip  pafled  over  to  Normandy,  before  thele 
ruffians  had  time  to  refume  their  confpiracy, 
and  put  his  life  again  in  danger.  But  the 
credit  of  this  ftory  feems  doubtful ;  as  none 
of  the  mercenaries  were  profecuted  by  Henry 
on  that  account,  when  they  were  in  his 
power,  after  the  death  of  Stephen  ;  and  as 
we  find  that  he  then  treated  William  of 
Blois  with  great  kindnefs  ;  which  he  would 
hardly  have  done,  if  there  had  been  any  evi« 
dence,  or  even  a  probable  fufpicion,  of  his 
having  been  guilty  of  To  foiil  a  treafon.  Nor 
is  it  likely  that  fo  young  a  man  fliould  have 
engaged  in  fuch  an  acSiion,  without  the 
knowledge  of  his  father,  whom  even  Ger- 
vafe  of  Canterbury  does  not  accuie  of  having 
been  acquainted  wi:h  the  confpiracy.  The 
duke's  departure  fom  England  may  be  aC'- 
-eounted  for  by  the  ftate  of  his  foreign  affairs 
in  that  conjundure :  and  it  feems  at  lead 
very  certain,  that,  if  he  did  haften  it  in  con- 
fequence  of  fome  alarm  of  this  nature,  he 
afterwards  found  no  proof  fufficient  to  con- 
•demn  any  of  the  perfons  accufed,  even  in 
his  own  judgement. 

S  4  Scot- 
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f^^^  \  Scotland  had  taken  no  part  in  all  thefe 
trc-infli^lions,  being  difabled  from  giving  any 
adiftance  to  Flenry  by  the  death  of l)avid  the 

L?n°J^^":  ^^'^-     ^^^'^^  ^^"g  ^^^  died  in  the  year  eleven' 
1 153.  par.-..  iHindred  and  nfty^three,    wjthin  lefs  than  a 
Ann.  Wavevi.  twelvemonth    after    the    deceafe    of    Prince 
Euchanay/'^^  his  foD  ;  during  which  time   his   at- 

Dav.  i.^  ^     tention  had  been  wholly  employed  in  fettling 
Z\^cfzt^'  ^^.^  f'-^cceflion,  and  other  affairs 'of  importance 
MaWib.  Lv.  within  his  own  kingdom.     The  lofs  of  thefe 
deHeJ'f*^*  two  princes,  \vho  were  the  fupport  and  glory 
of  their  country,  was  much  bewailed  by  the 
BuAan.  ut    Scotch.     In  juftice,  in  fortitude,  and  all  roval 
j'^Haguil.     ■vj^t'Jes,  the  father  had  equalled  the  greateft 
fubaun.i  154.  kings ;  and  the  fon  had  promifed  to  equal  the 
father:  nor  did   they   lefs  refemble  one  ano- 
ther in  the    piety,    purity,    and   fandity    of 
their   lives.     Neither  of  them    was    ever    fo. 
much  as   fufpeded  of  an    unlawful  amour  5 
though   David,   after  the  death   of  Matilda, 
his  conibrt,  whom  he  paffionately  loved,  had 
remained  a  widower  above  twenty  years.     He 
was   the  firft  king  of  Scotland,   who  (to  ufe 
the  e3{preffion  of  William  of  Malmibury),  ha- 
ving been  polijhed  by  his  editcatmi  and  familiarity, 
in  the  Englijh  court,  had  rubbed  of  all  the  rufi 
of  the  ancient  Scotch  barbarifm,  and  likewufe 
had   endeavoured   to  polifh   his   people:    for 
which   purpofe,    foon    after  his   acceffion    tq 
the    crown,    he   granted    an    exemption,    for 
three   years,   from  a!l  taxes,   to   as  many  of 
his    fubjetfls^  as,   in  their  houfes,   their   tables, 
and  their  drefs,  would  be  more  elegant  than 

^  the 
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the  reft  of  their  countrymen,  according  to^OOK  I. 

the  modes   iben  pradifed  in  England.     But, ' 

at  the  fame  time,  he  took  care,  that  by  re- 

jfiiiing  their  manners  he  might   not    corrupt 

them:  for  he  reflrained  all  kixury,  and  ba- 

nifhed  out  of  Scotland  all  epicures,  and  fuch 

ias  ftudied    arts  to  provoke   the  appetite  :    ib 

j-that  his  people  learned  from  him  a  ftridt  mo- 

iral  difcipline,   together   with  the  graces  of  a 

ixlecent    politenefs ;    lelTons    that    are   feldom 

!  taught  to  a  nation  by  the  fame  mafter !  He 

drew  to  his  court  many  knights  and  barons  of 

England,  from  \vbom  feveral  noble  families 

in   Scotland   are  defcended.     It    appears   too, 

I  that  he  occaiionally    employed    them  in  his 

jarmy  -,  which  might  well  have  excited  a  na- 

jtional  jealoufy  in  his  fubje^is  :  and  that  it  did 

[not,  is  a  great  proof  of  the  affection  they  had 

[for  him,  and  of   their    extraordinary    confi- 

;4ence  in  his  good   intentions.     But,    amidft 

the  encomiums  made  on  him  equally  by  the 

[Scotch  and  Englifh  writers,   the  former  have 

IbUmed  him  for  an   exceffive   profufenefs   in 

jihis  bounty  to  the  church.     And  indeed    he 

ment  too   far:    for,  beiides   adding  four  bi- 

(hopricks  to  the  lix  that  he   found  endowed 

1^  his  predeceflbrs,  he   built  and  repaired  a 

great  number  of  monafteries,  and  for  the  fup- 

^port  of  thele   donations  alienated  lo  much  of 

I  the  lands  of  the  crown,  that  he  impoveriflied 

I  all  his  fuccefibrs  ;  which  made  King  James  the 

( Firfb  of  Scotland  fay,  not  unwittily,  that  he 

fWas  a  fore  faint  for  the  crown.     Yet  this  was  a 

T"  fault. 
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BOOK  I.  fault,  not  of  the  man,   but  of  the  reh'gion  Im 
which  he  was  educated  ;  the  piety  of  a  prince, 
in  the  notions  of  thofe  times,  being  meafured 
by  the  extent  of  his  prodigahty  to  the  church. 
David  has  alfo  been  blamed,  by  fome  EnglilK 
hiflorians,  on  account  of  the  cruelties  com- 
mitted by  his  forces  in  their  incurfions  in!o 
England.     But  they  themfelves  own,  that  he 
ufed  his  utmofl  endeavours  to  retrain  their 
barbarity  ;    and  therefore  it  feems  that  both 
he  and  Malcolm,  his  father,   agunft   whom 
an  accufation  of  the  fame  nature  is  brought, 
were  more  unfortunate  than  criminal  in  it ; 
the  ferocity  of  their  troops  overcoming   the 
gentlenefs  of   their  own  diipofitions,  and  all 
that    their    difcipline    could    do    to  tame    it. 
Upon  the  vv^hole,  he  was  one  of  the  very  few^ 
princes,  fainted  by  Rome,  who  deferve  a  place 
in  the  catalogue  of   good  and    great    kings. 
The  Scotch   were   the    m.ore   afflidted  at  his 
death,  and  that  of  his  fon,  becaufe  his  grand- 
fon,  who  fucceeded  to  his  crown,  was  under 
age.     But  Macduff  earl  of  Fife,  who  had  the 
guardiaiifhip  of  the  young  king,  named  Mal- 
colm   the    Fourth,    and  all  the    nobility,  to 
whofe  care  and  affedlion  David  had,  on  his 
deatii  Ded,    recommended  that  prince,  main- 
tauicd  the  kingdom  free  from  n:itefi:ine  dif- 
orders ;    and    wifily    avoided    to  intermeddlel 
any  further  in  the    diffeniions  of    Eng]and,c 
only  C'eiii  ing  to  preferve,  if  they  could,  what 
bad  been  gamed  from  that  country  in  the  late- 
reigUe     Nor  had  Stephen  the  leifure  to  give 

them 
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them  any  difturbance  either  before  or  after^^OK  I. 
the  treaty  of  Winchefter;    fo  that  they  kept^       v— -^ 
Ipoffeffion  of  the  three  northern    counties  as 
long  as  he  lived. 

Henry  arrived  in  Normandy  a  little  before  A.  D.  1154, 
Eafter  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty- 
bur.  His  interefts  there  had  not  fufFered 
iiuch  by  his  abfence.  Though  Louis,  in 
jWder  to  {top  his  defign  upon  England,  had 
hreatened  a  renewal  of  the  war  in  thofe  parts ; 
7et,  when  he  found  that  his  departure  had  not 
jeft  eirlier  that  dutchy,  or  Anjou,  or  any 
i)roviQce  of  Aquitaine,  without  a  ftrengih  ^^""o^-No""- 
lufficient  to  defend  them,  he  was  not  very^*^  7-~99'» 
jbrward  to  undertake  any  enterprize  of  mo- 
pent  againft  them ;  contenting  himftlf  with 
|urning  a  fmall  market-tov^n,  and  one  of  the 
bburbs  of  Vernon  in  Normandy  :  but  after- 
Svards,  being  ftrengthened  by  aid  from  the 
|arl  of  Flanders,  he  laid  fiege  to  the  cattle. 
U  Henry  was  nephew  to  the  countefs  of 
''landers,  one  fhould  rather  have  expected 
|hat  her  hufband  would  have  taken  part  with 

im  in  this  war;  but  either  he  preferred  the 
Hendfhip    of    Louis,    or    thought    himfelf 

ound  to  affift  him  as  a  vaflal.  Neverthelefs, 
Ifter  the  liege  had  lafted  a  fortnight,  he  re- 
blved  to  draw  off  his  forces,  as  h.iving  ful- 
jUed    the    time   of   fervice    required  by   his 

nures,     Louis,  upon  this,  muft  have  railed 

le  fiege  with  diigrace,  if  he  had  not  found 
peans  of  corrupting  the  governor,  Richard 

de 
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BOOK  I.  de  Vernon,  who  treacherouflj  furrendered  to 
^'      "       '  him  the  caflie  and  town.     He  then    quitted 
Normandy,  and  did  not  return   till  Septem- 
ber, when  ail  he  performed  was  fetting  fire, 
by  furprize,  to  an   unfortified   quarter  of  the 
town  of  Verneuil.     Nor  had  he  made  any  fur- 
V.  Chron.     ther    attempt    againft    that    dutchy,    or  aoy 
Norm.utfup.^^l^gj-  dominion   belone-inp;  to  Henry,  at  the 
bift.fubann.  time  wnen  that  prince  came  over  from  Jbug- 
»^Si-     „,  land;    bavins;   been    wholly    taken   up  with 

Vincent.  Bel-    ,  ,       r  J  r  u  • 

vaceri.  fub  the  piealures  and  pomps  ot  his  new  mar- 
eockraanno.  riage,  which  was  Gonlummated  by  him,  in 
the  beginning  of  this  year  eleven  hundred 
and  fiity-four^  with  Conftantia  the  daughter 
of  Alphonfo  the  Eighth,  king  of  Caftile, 
who,  from  his  fuperiority  over  the  other 
Spanifii  kings,  and  his  vidlories  over  the 
Moors,  had  affumed  the  high  title  of  Em- 
peror of  Spain.  But  he  fecretly  intrigued  with 
lome  nobles  of  Aquitalne,  and  excited  them 
to  a  revolt,  which  was  ealily  done^  the  na- 
ture of  their  government  affording  perpetual  !| 
matter  of  dlfcord  between  them  and  theii  ' 
duke,  and  the  heat  of  their  temper  inflaming 
all  differences  into  a  war.  Henry  delayec 
not  a  moment  to  go  into  Aqiiitahie  :  for  ht 
well  underftood  that  any  fach  dilorders,  how- 
ever inconliderable  they  may  appear,  wil 
foon  become  dangerous,  if  they  are  not  at- 
tended to  in  their  firll  beginnings  ',  an( 
that  the  prefence  of  a  fovereign  is  fometime; 
of  more  ufe  to  appeafe  them  than  his  arms 
The   rebels    were    flruck   with    fear    at   hi 

cominj 
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coming  among  them,  and  quickly  fubmitted  ;  B  o  O  K  1. 
the  contagion  of  rebelHon   having  been  Hop- *~'*'''^'     ^ 
ped    by    his    great    dihgence    before    it    had 
fpread   very   far:    fo    that,  tranquillity  being 
reftored   in    thofe    provinces    within    a    few 
months,   he  went  back  into  Normandy,  and 
; renewed    his    negotiations  for  a  peace   with 
Louisj  or  rather  continued  them,  and  preffed 
S their  conclufion.     For,  as  that  monarch  had 
imade  no  attack  upon  Normandy  during  the 
troubles  in   Aquitaine,   it  is  probable  he  was 
much  difpofed  to  a  peace,  but  waited  till  he 
I  had    feen  how  thefe  would   end    before  he 
took  his  refolution.     The  death  of  Euiiace 
facilitated     the     treaty;      Louis    being     no 
longer  embarraffed  with  the  claim  and  com- 
plaints of  a  brother-in-law,    whom   he  was 
afhamed    to    forfake.     An   unwiUingnefs    tQ 
leave    his   bride  was  al(b  a  motive  to  make 
him  incline   the    more  to  peaceful  counfels.  v 

Nor  did  Henry  negied  to  footh  him   by  the 
ftrongeft  profeffions  of  refped  for  his  perfon, 
and  zeal  for  his  fervice  ;    which  wrought  fo 
'much  on  his   eafy  difpofition,_  that  he  forgot 
I  all  the  anger  he  had   conceived  againft   that 
prince  on  account  of  his  marriage ;    and,  in 
the   month  of  Augufl  this  year,  a  treaty  of 
i  peace    was   concluded  to   Henry's    great   fa- 
il tisfadion.     For  Louis  reftored  to  him  Neuf- 
j  marche  and  Vernon,  the  only  towns  he  had 
!  loft,  on  condition  of  his  paying  the  moderate 
fum  of  two  thoufand  marks,  in  confideratioii 
I  of  the  charge  which  the  king  had  fuftained 

iii 
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BOOK  I. in    taking,    fortifying,    ^nd    keeping    thofo 
places.     No  part  of  Aquitaine  was  yielded  by 
the  duke;    nor  were  any  advantages  obtained 
by  Louis  for  GeofFry  Plantagenet,  or  any  of 
his  other  confederates.     Thus  was  that  ftorm, 
which   had  threatened  Henry  with  total  de- 
ftrudlion,  moft  happily  laid,  without  any  lofs 
to  him  in  all  his  dominions  on  the  continent ! 
And,  by  means  of  this  peace,  he  was  enabled 
to  refift  any  civil  commotions,  which  might 
again  break  out  in  England,  with  the  whole 
ftrength  of  thofe  territories  ;    or  at  leaft  he 
was   now  freed    from    any   appreheniion  of 
danger  to  them,  if  he  (hould  be  obliged  by 
new  troubles,  or  other  affairs  of  importance, 
to  return  into  that  ifland :    an  advantage  fo 
great,   that,  if  he  had  bought  it  at  the  price 
of  a  province,  it  would  not  have  coft  him 
too  dear.     Never,  indeed,   did  the  policy  oi 
King  Henry  the  Firfl  draw  him  out  of  a  dif- 
ficult and  dangerous  war  with  more  glory ; 
nor  ever  was  that  monarch  more  revered  for 
his  wifdom,   than  his   grandfon  w^as  at  this 
time.     The  crown  of  England,  which  he  had 
effedually  fecured  to  himfelf,   caft  an  addi- 
tional fplendor  upon  him.     He  was  alfo  very 
happy  in  his  domeftick  life.     Eleanor,  in  the 
fecondyear  of  their  marriage,  had  brought  hin] 
a  fon,   and  was  now   again  big  with  child. 
But,  as  all  human  felicity  muft  have  allays, 
he   had  but   juft    concluded  his  peace    with 
Louis,    when  he  fell    dangeroufly  ill.     Hif 
youth  and  the   flrength   of  his  conftitutior 

pre* 
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|)referved  him;  atid,  having  recovered  his  ^  CI  OK  r. 
health,  he  immediately  led  an  army  into  the*  ^~— ^ 
French  Vexin,  to  reduce  one  of  the  barons 
belonging  to  that  province,  who  had  taken 
up  arms  againft  Louis*  This  was  an  accept- 
able fervice  to  that  prince,  and  helped  to 
confolidate  the  friendship  between  them^ 
Iwhich  Henry  defired  to  render  as  firm  as  he 
icould :  for  peace  alone,  without  amity, 
iwould  not  anfwer  his  purpofe,  by  leaving 
him  at  full  liberty  to  apply  all  his  attention  to 
ihis  Englifh  affairs.  He  therefore  mod  wil- 
jlingly  performed  this  ad:  of  feudal  obedience : 
'nor  did  it  coft  him  much  trouble;  for  the  ba- 
ron fubmitted  peaceably  to  his  mediation, 
and  was  reconciled  by  him  to  the  king,  on 
terms  that  fatisfied  both.  From  thence  he  Chron.Norra* 
'went  to  befiege  a  caflle,  which  had  revolted  "^  %^^ 
againfl  him  in  Normandy,  for  what  reafon 
Iwe  are  not  told,  but  moft  probably  on  ac- 
count of  a  refumption  of  grants,  which  he 
had  begun  about  this  time  to  make  in 
that  dutchy.  While  he  was  emplojed  in 
ithis  (iege  he  received  intelligence  of  Stephen's 
death. 

That  prince,  from  the  time  of  their  parting  Gerv  Chron. 
Jill  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael,  had  been  taken  up  Ntubn ''^'^* 
jin  a  progrefs  through  fome  of  the  counties  re-  c.  32.  ^ 
pote  from  London  ;  affeding  to  (hew  himfelf 
jin  all  the  ftate  of  a  king  to  his  fubjeds,  after  fo 
llong  an  eclipfe  of  his  majefty ;  and  fo  far  ex- 
erting the  royal  authority  with  real  advantage 
jto  himfelf  and    his  people,  that    he  cauied 
'  '  feveral 
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BOOK  I.  feveral  caftles,  built  during  his  reign,  and 
'  which  were  become  dens  of  thieves  and  re- 
ceptacles of  villains  of  every  kind,  to  be  burnt 
to  the  ground  before  his  eyes:  but  flill  he 
fpared  many  others,  which  his  own  friends 
were  poffeffed  of,  notwithftanding  the  remon- 
ftrances  Henry  had  made  on  that  account. 
One  of  thofe  which  he  thought  fit  to  demolifh 
in  Yorkfhire  was  with  great  contumacy  held 
out  againfl  him  by  Philip  de  Tolleville,  who 
imagined  it  fo  ftrong  by  its  lituation,  enclofed 
with  rivers,  marOies,  and  woods,  by  the  good- 
iiefs  of  the  works,  the  plentiful  (lores  of  pro- 
viiion,  and  the  courage  of  the  garrllon,  who 
were  all  perfons  of  defperate  fortunes  like 
himfelf,  that  the  reducing  of  it  would  be  a 
work  of  more  time  and  labour  than  Stephen 
would  be  willing  to  beftow  upon  it.  But 
that  prince,  affembiing  a  great  army  from  all 
the  neighbouring  counties,  in  addition  to  the 
force  he  had  with  him  before,  took  it  by  af- 
fault  in  a  few  days.  This  was  the  laft  me- 
morable ad  of  his  life.  For  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
eleven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  he  died  of  the 
^  piles  and  of  an   iliac  paffion  in  a  convent  at 

Dover,  to  which  town  he  had  gone  to  meet 
the  earl  of  Flanders,  who  defired  a  fecond 
conference  w^ith  him,  the  fubje£t  of  which 
we  are  not  told  by  any  hiftorian.  His  death 
was  unlocked  for,  both  by  his  friends  and 
his  enemies,  as  he  was  then  but  in  the  fif- 
tieth year  of  his   age,    and  a  man   of  great 

ftrength. 
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'flrengtb,    not   addided  to  any  excefs  or  In- BO  OK  I. 
temperance.      He    left    but    two    legitimate'       ""       ' 
children,  William  of   Elois,  and  a  daughter 
whofe  name  was  Mary.     Some   authors  fay 
he  had  two,  and  others  three,  natural  fons ; 
one  of  whom,  named  Gervafe,  was  abbot  of 
Weftminfter ;     another,    named    Ranulph,  is 
faid   to  have  been  chamberlain  to  Henry  the 
iSecond:  probably  the  other  died  young  ;  for 
ithat  any  proviiion  was  made  for  him  I  can- 
hot  difcover. 

I  The  valour  of  this  king  was  much  the  moft 
fhining  part  of  his  character.  In  the  field  of 
battle  he  was  a  hero,  though  every  where 
elfe  an  ordinary  man.  But  even  his  military 
abilities  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  ufe  of 
his  fword  and  battle-axe.  The  extent  of 
his  genius  was  not  proportioned  to  a  great 
Iplan  of  a6lion  :  his  foreiight  w^as  fhort  and 
;imperfe6:,  his  difcipline  loofe,  and  his  whole 
i:ondu£t  in  war  that  of  an  alert  partifan,  ra- 
■;:her  than  of  a  difcreet  and  judicious  com- 
mander. 

I  He  had  in  his  nature  fbme  amiable  virtues, 
as  generofity,  clemency,  and  affability,  which, 
ander  the  dire6lion  of  wifdom  and  jullice, 
would  have  given  him  a  place  among  the  belt 
bf  our  kings:  but,  for  want  of  thofe  lights  to 
guide  and  rule  them,  they  were  unworthily. 
Weakly,  and  hurtfully  employed.  His  mind 
was  very  active,  and  always  pulhing  him  oa 
Vol.  II.  T"  to 
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B  O  o  K  I.  to  bold  undertakings,  in  which  he  feldom 
proved  fuccefsful ;  for,  felting  out  wrong,  and 
having  left  the  ftrait  path  of  honour  and  vir-^ 
tue,  he  got  into  a  labyrinth  of  perplexed  and 
crooked  meafures,  out  of  which  he  never 
afterwards  could  extricate  himfelf,  either 
with  reputation  or  fafety. 

The  times,  and  circumflances,  in  which 
he  was  placed,  required  a  fteady,  calm,  and 
refolute  prudence  :  but  he  a£ted  only  by  flarts, 
and  from  the  violent  impulfe  of  fome  prefenf  ; 
paffion ;  always  too  eager  for  the  obje£t  in 
view,  and  yet  too  lightly  changing  his  courfe ;. 
too  warm  in  his  attachments,  and  too  impetu* 
ous  in  his  refentments.  .^ 

The  guilt  of  his  ufurpation  was  aggravated 
hy  perjury,  and  by  the  blackeft  ingratitude 
to  his  uncle.   King  Henry,   from  whom  he 
had  received  fuch  obligations,  as,  to  a  mind 
endued  with  a  right  fenfe  of  honour,  would 
have  been  no  lefs  binding  than  the  oaths  hpA 
had  taken.     This  was  a  flain  on  his  charafler, ' 
which  even  the  merit  of  a  good  government 
could  not  have  effaced  :  but  his  was  fo  bad, 
that  it   might   have  expelled  a  lawful  king 
from  an  hereditary  throne.     Indeed  the  weak- 
nefs  of  his  title,   and  the  too  great  obliga- 
tions he  had  to  the  clergy  in  his  election, 
were   incumbrances    that   hung   very    heavy 
upon   him,  and  the  original  caufes  of  all  his 
troubles.     Yet  againil:  both  thefe  difficulties, 

uneafy 


•i(V- 
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Utieafy  as  they  were,  he  might  have  found  aBOOK  L 
refource  in  the  afFe6lion  of  his  people.  Henry 
the  Firil,  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  was 
no  lefs  indebted  to  the  clergy  than  he,  nor 
was  his  title  more  clear:  notwithftanding 
which,  he  maintained  himfelf  in  the  throne, 
and  kept  the  church  in  due  obedience,  by  a 
government  popular  without  meannefs,  and 
flrong  without  violence.  But  bribes  and  a 
landing  army  of  the  mofl  odious  foreign  mer- 
cenaries were  the  wretched  fupports  on 
which  his  fucceflbr  leaned,  to  fecure  a  preca- 
rious and  unnatural  power.  Inftead  of  gra- 
dually trying  to  fhake  off  the  fetters,  which 
the  church  had  impofed  upon  him  at  his  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  crown,  by  the  proper  and  legal 
affiftance  of  parliament,  he  was  continually 
Weakening  the  royal  authority,  by  further 
conceffions  to  the  hi  (hops,  in  hopes  of  at- 
taching them  more  firmly  to  his  interefts  ; 
and,  when  he  ventured  to  quarrel  with  them, 
he  did  it  in  a  manner  which  hurt  the  privi- 
leges  of  his  temporal  barons  no  lefs  than 
theirs,  and  made  civil  liberty  appear  to  be 
interefted  in  their  defence.  Thus  he  de- 
ftroyed  the  only  ground  upon  which  he  could 
ftand,  and  changed  the  nature  of  the  queftiou 
between  him  and  Matilda,  making  her  caufe 
and  her  fon's  the  caufe  of  the  nation^  inftead 
of  a  perfonal  claim  of  inheritance. 

His    private  life  was  far  better    than    his 

publick  condud.     He   was  a  good   hulband 

and  kind  father :  but  to  his  children,  as  well 

T  2    •  as 
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BOOK  I.  as  to  his  friends,  he  was  too  kind,  and  took 
'  no  care  to  reftrain  the  vices  of  their  youth; 
a  fault,   which  is  indeed   very,  blameable  in  a 
king,   becaufe  of  the  mifchiefs  it  may  bring 
upon  his  people. 

He  was  remarkably  free  from  fuperftition ; 
a  merit  very  uncommon  in  that  ignorant  age, 
and  feeming  to  indicate  a  ftrength  of  under- 
ftanding  which  did  not  belong  to  him  in 
any  other  refpeds.  There  is  a  flrange  incon- 
iiftency  in  human  nature  !  The  greatefl:  minds 
often  fall  into  weakneffes,  which  the  loweft 
would  be  afhamed  of  j  and  perfons  of  mean 
parts  are  exempt  from  certain  follies,  to  which 
very  wife  ones  are  enflaved  i  Nor  did  this  fu- 
periority  in  Stephen  produce  fuch  efFe«5ls  on 
his  government  as  might  naturally  have  been 
expeded  from  it.  The  weaked  bigot  that 
ever  reigned  could  not  have  facrificed  more  of 
the  rights  of  the  ftate  to  a  falfe  fenfe  of  reli- 
gion, than  he  did  to  falfe  notions  of  interefl 
and  ambition. 

Coniidering  him  in  the  moft  favourable 
lights,  we  fhall  find  him  unfit  for  a  throne. 
If  he  had  been  only  an  earl  of  Mortagne  and 
Boulogne,  he  might  perhaps,  by  his  courage, 
liberality,  and  good-nature,  have  fupported 
that  rank  with  a  very  fair  reputation.  But 
no  great  idea  can  be  formed  of  a  monarch, 
whole  whole  conduvfh  in  government  broke 
every  rule  of  good  and  true  policy  ;  who, 
having  gained  the  crown  he  wore  by  the  love 
I  ,  of 
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of  the  nation,  governed  by  a  foreign  minifter,B  O  O  K  I. 
and  foreign  arms  ;  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  gave"^  ~^ 
way  to  innovations,  which  rendered  his  fub- 
je£ts  formidable  to  him ;  then,  by  all  means 
of  abfolute  defpotifm,  without  regard  to  law 
or  juftice,  endeavoured  to  fubdue  the  power 
he  had  raifed  j  and,  after  having  made  his 
whole  reign  a  long  civil  war,  purchafed  at 
laft  a  diflionourabie  and  joylefs  peace,  by  ex- 
cluding his  fon  from  the  fucceflion  to  the 
crown,  adopting  his  enemy,  and  leaving  him- 
felf  little  more  than  the  vain  pageantry  and 
empty  name  of  a  king. 


End  of  the  First  Book  of  the  Hiflory  of  the 
Lfe  of  King  Henry  the  Second. 
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THE   death   of    Stephen    was    a   favour  BOOK  ii. 
of    providence  to  the  people  of  Eng-  *^ ^^ ' 

land,    which   faved  them  from    many  great    *    *  ^^^^' 
impending  evils.      The   peace    of  the  king- 
dom no  longer  depended  upon  the  fiditious 
union  of  natural  and  irreconcileable  enemies, 
Henry  Plantagenet  was  now  the  unqueftion- 
able  and  fole  king  of  England.     Whatever 
fecret    fchemes   had    been   formed,  or  might 
be   forming,  to   defeat    his   fucceffion,    they 
were  entirely  overthrown  by  this  event.     It 
has    been    mentioned   before,    that    he    was  v.  Neubrig 
befieging   a  caftle  in  Normandy   which   had  ^- ^- <^' 32' 
revolted  againlT:  him,  when  intelligence  came 
to  him  that  Stephen  was  dead.     The  lords 
of  his  council  advifed  him  to  haften  to  Eng- 
T  4  land. 
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BOOK  II.  land,  for  fear  his  enemies  Ihould  ufe  the  op- 
^'^^•^'-'^v-^-^  portunity  of  his  abfence  to  excite  fbme  dif^ 
orders ;  but  he  cooly  replied,  that  they 
would  not  dare  to  do  any  thing  ;  and  could 
not  be  perfuaded  to  raife  the  liege  till  tl.e 
caftle  had  been  forced  to  furrender  at  difcre- 
tion,  which  it  did  in  a  few  days.  Nor  was 
his  confidence  vain :  for  he  had  eftablifhed 
his  power  in  England  on  iiich  a  folid  foun- 
dation, and  put  the  care  of  his  interefts  into 
fuch  fafe  and  able  hands,  that  his  prefence 
there  was  not  neceiTary :  and  this  being  the 
cafe,  it  was  certainly  wife  in  him  not  to 
leave  behind  him  any  root  of  rebellion.  It 
might  indeed  have  been  natural  for  fo  young 
a  king  to  be  more  impatient  to  put  on  his 
royal  robes :  but  the  folidity  of  his  mind 
gave  no  way  to  the  impreffions  of  vanity ; 
and  he  preferred,  upon  all  occafions,  what 
was  really  great  to  the  oilentation  of  great? 
nefs, 

CHron^Norm.  Having  entirely  pacified  Normandy,  h(5 
P-  99^-  went  to  Rouen,  and  conferred  with  his  mor 
ther,  who  prudently  agreed  to  remain,  as 
before,  in  that  dutchy,  and  not  go  with  him 
to  England ;  thinking  that  her  prefence 
might  hurt  him  there^  as  fhe  was  not  be? 
loved  by  the  Engliih  ;  or  feeling,  perhaps, 
ithat  it  would  not  be  agreeable  to  refide'  as 
a  lubjedl  where  flie  had  reigned-  as  a  queen. 
Whatever  right  (he  had  to  the  crown,  a  for- 
iTicLl  ceffion  of  itj  in  favour  of  her  fon,  by 

any 
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any  public  a£l,  was   not  thought  to  be  ne-  BOO  Kir. 
cefTary,    nor    does  it  appear    that  he  defired^        "' 
it :     her    acquiefcence    in    what    had    been 
fettled    by   the  treaty   of  Winchefter    being 
lefteemed  by  the  nation,  and  even  by  her  own 
imoft  zealous    friends,  a  fufficient    releafe    of 
jithe  oaths    they  had  taken  to  her,  either  in 
jthe  hfe-time  of  her  father,  or  after  the  bat- 
jtle  of  Lincoln.     And  Henry  himfelf  might 
jjthink,   according  to  the   notions   received  in 
thofe  days,  that  his  title  in  itfelf  was   better 
than  hers ;    as  he  was  the  neareft  heir  male 
to  his  grandfather,   King  Henry.     Certain   it 
is,  that  there   was   no  renunciation   declared 
on  her  part,  nor  refignation  of  her  claim  in 
bis   behalf;    but  his  right  of  fucceffion  was 
left  upon    the   foot   of  the  treaty   of  agree- 
ment between  him  and  Stephen.     This  great 
ipoint  being    adj Lifted,   he   fummoned  all  the 
pbarons  and  prelates  of  Normandy,  to  advife 
with  them  upon  all  that   was  proper  to  be 
done  in  the  prefent  emergency,   particular!}'- 
^ith   regard  to  the   affairs  of    that   dutchy ; 
but  he  feems  to  have  confided  the  govern- 
iment  of  it  entirely  to  Matilda,  endeavouring 
ihus  to  make   her  fome   amends   for  giving 
him  no  trouble  in  the  kingdom  of  England  : 
and  it  muft  be  ovyned  that  fhe   deferved  the 
imoft    thankful    acknowledgments,    and    beft 
ireturns  in  his  power,  on  tiiat  account.     For 
though    it   is   certain,    thatg    if  (he    had    at- 
tempted   to    contend    with    him   for  it,    (he 
liyould  not   have   fucceeded ;  yet,   by  fuch  a 

difpute, 
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BOOK  II.  clifpiite,  (he  would  have  grievoufly  embar- 
raffed  his  filial  piety,  and  diflurbed  his 
Gerv.  Chron.  quiet.  But  all  being  accommodated  to  their 
Sbann^u'^"'  "^"^^"^^  fatisfaclion,  Henry,  and  his  two 
NeubrJg.  L  i.  brothers,  with  Eleanor,  and  a  mod  fplendid 
c.  sz.  1.  ii.  train  of  nobility,  repaired  to  Barfleur,  at 
'^  *  which  port  they    intended  to  embark ;  but,, 

the  winds  being  contrary,  they  were  de- 
tained there  a  month,  during  all  which  time 
no  diforders  happened  in  England.  The 
archbilhop  of  Canterbury  (Theobald)  was 
eminently  inilrumental  in  preferving  tlie 
peace  of  the  realm,  by  the  extraordinary 
diligence,  prudence,  and  firmnefs,  with 
which  he  a6ted  at  the  head  of  a  regency,  or 
council  of  ftate,  that  had  the  care  of  the 
government  till  Henry  {hould  come  over ; 
but  it  was  principally  owing  to  the  affedlion 
of  the  publick,  which  the  king  had  acquired, 
and  to  the  dread  of  his  power,  which  awed 
the  mofr  factious  fpirits.  Neverthelefs  he 
was  uneafy  at  fo  long  a  delay  5  and,  the  very 
firil  moment  that  the  chan2;e  of  the  whid 
enabled  him  to  fail,  he  put  out  to  fea  in  fuch 
weather,  that  his  fleet  Vv^as  difperfed,  and 
he  was  himfelf  in  fome  danger  of  being 
fhip wrecked  ;  but,  the  ftorm  abating,  he 
landed  in  the  New  Foreft,  not  far  from 
Hurft  caftle,  on  the  feventh  of  December  in 
A.  D.  n54-the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-four,  about- 
fix  weeks  after  the  deceafe  of  Stephen. 


Upon 


OF    KING    HENRY    II.  28^ 

Upon  the  king's  arrival  at  Wincheder,  theBOOK  ir. 

nobles,  the  prelates,   and  gentry  of  England,' "" ' 

.crowded  from  all  parts  of  the   kingdom   to 
imeet  him,   not  only  as  their  fovereign,   but 
ias  their  deliverer.     His  journey  from  thence 
;to  Loudon  feemed  to  be  a  continued   trium- 
phal proceffion  ;    and  that  city  itfelf,   which 
ihad  been    always   the   moft  devoted   to  Ste- 
iphen,   received   him   with  the   highefl  marks 
jof  afFed:ion.     A  ^tw  days  afterwards,  on  the 
nineteenth   of  December,  he   and  his  queen 
were  crowned   in  Weftminfter-abbey   by  the 
jarchbifhop   of  Canterbury,  without  any  fuch 
'capitulation  having    been  offered  to  him   as 
had  been  made  with  his  predeceiTor,   or  anv 
other  terms  but  the  ufual  oath  of  the  ancient 
kings  of  England.     This   was    fufficient   to 
jbind  the   confcience  of  a  good  prince;    and 
"recent    experience     had    convinced    the    na- 
tion,   that    they   would   not    be   able    to   re- 
ftrain  a  bad  one  by  any  other  form  of  words 
jthat  could  be  deviled.     Nor  was  it  confident 
|with    reafon    or  good    policy    to    fuffer   the 
joaths  of  allegiance   to  be  limited  by  condi- 
tions;    and    declarations    to  be   inferted   into 
thofe  oaths,    that  they  fliould  not  be  binding 
unlefs    fuch    conditions    were    obferved ;    as 
.Stephen    had   allowed  to  be  done  in  the  ho- 
^mage     and    fealty   which   he    received    from 
jthe  bifhops  and  from  Robert  earl  of  Giocefler. 
llndeed,    a   dillblution   of  all  obligations 


on 


|the  part   of  the    flibjed,    by  the    lb vereign's 
breaking  thofe  in  which  the  relation  between 

them 
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BOOK  II.  them  confifts,   is  implted  ia  the  very  nature  I 
of  feudal    allegiance  ;   nay,  I  might  fay,  of 
all  government   and  lawful  fubjedion :    but 
to  fet  out   with  a  fuppolition  that  fuch  an 
odious  cafe  will  exift,  and  make  an  express* 
proviiion  for  it,  is  what  the  wifefl:  free  ftates  j 
have  judicioufly    avoided.     Henry   therefore 
would  not  admit  of  any  fuch  expreffions  in 
the  oaths  taken  to  him ;    but  brought  them 
'       back  again  to  the  cuftomary  form.     Nor  did 
be   dlftinguifli    the   clergy,    in    any   refped, 
from  his  lay  fubjed'S,    by  favours    conferred 
on   them  as  a  body  of  men    who   had  inte^ 
reds  feparate  from  thole  of  the  community. 
He   would  not  encourage   fadion  in  any  of 
its  members  ;    but  leafl:  of  all  in  them,  who 
ought    always    to    be    the   furtheft    removed 
from  that  evil,  and  who,  in  the   late  reign, 
had    been    carried    by  it    fo    far   out  of  the 
bounds  of  their  facred  fundions,  to  the  de- 
triment of  the  vvhole  ftate,    and  greatly   to 
the   difiionour  of  religion  itfelf.     How  much 
his    predeceflbr    had*  injured    the    common- 
wealth,  and   weakened  the    civil  power,   by 
the   conceflions  made   to   the  church  at  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  he  well  underilood, 
and  avoided  every  thing  which  might  feem 
to  lay   him   under    obligations    of  fo  dange* 
rous  a  nature.     Neither    did    he    condefcend 
to  apply  to  the  pope,   as  Stephen  had  done, 
for   a   confirmation  of  his  title ;    not   having 
any  need  of  fuch  a  fupport,  and  being  fenii-^ 
ble    that    Rome    would    avail  herfelf  of  it 

againft 
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igaiiift   the   independence  and  dignity  of  hisBOOK  IT, 

;rown.     The  much  ilronger  pillars,  on  which' ^ 

le  was  determined   to  fix   his  throne,  w^ere 
ihe  laws  of  his  country  and  the  love  of  his 

;.iTeople.     To  gain  that  love,  he  did  not  (loop 

^o  the    arts    of  low  popularity :    he   neither 

lebafed    the    majefty     of    his     crown,     nor 

xhaufted   its  treafures  ;    he  did  not  relax  the 

■'igour  of  government,  nor  plunge  the  na- 
lion  into  any  exceffes  of  riot  or  luxury; 
;)ut  dealt  impartial  juftice  to  all  his  fubje^ts, 
md    let  none   of  them   be   deprived    of  his 

:  ioyal  goodnefs.  The  narrow  and  iniquitous 
fpirit  of  party  did  not  confine  the  benignity 
bf  his  nature,  nor  the  integrity,  greatnefs, 
uid  candour  of  his  mind,  within  its  own 
limits.  He  faw  that,  to  raile  again  the  glory 
\)f  his  kingdom,  it  was  neceffary  firft  to 
Veftore  concord  and  union  among  his  people, 
:o  allay  all  heats,  to  quiet  all  fears,  and  to 

.  pxtingui(h   all  memory  of  their  former  divi- 

'IJions.  This  he  was  able  to  effect;  becaule 
bo  filfe  principles  or  notions  of  government 
|ftood  in  his  way,  by  the  obftinacy  of  which 
{a    reconciliation    of    parties     might    be    ob- 

.jftru6ted.  His  title  was  now  univerfally 
kcknowledged  ;  and  all  attachment  to  the 
jhoufe  of  Biois  feemed  to  have  been  buried 
in  the  grave  of  King  Stephen.  He  there- 
Ifore  thou<j!it  it  equailv  liin'uft  and  unwiie 
to    keep    his     relentrneiit    (lili    ahve.      The 

.  |condu6i:  he   held  was  fuch,   as  fatisfied  thofe 

'  jWho  had  mod   violently  oppofed  his  mother. 


or 
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BOOK  II. or  himielf,  in  the  late  civil  war,  that,  by 
^  '^  '^^  their  concurrence  in  the  treaty  of  Winche- 
fter,  they  had  obtained  his  forgivenefs,  and 
might  by  their  future  loyalty  afpire  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  his  favour.  Tiius  he  hap- 
pily prevented  the  rage  of  defpair  from  dif- 
turbing  his  government,  and  healed  thofe 
wounds  which  a  lefs  gentle  treatment,  and  a 
lefs  Ikilful  hand,  would  have  rendered  incura- 
ble. Neverthelefs,  in  forgetting  injuries,  he  did 
not  forget  fervices  ;  but  eminently  diflinguifh- 
ed  and  rewarded  the  zeal  of  thofe  friends  who 
had  been  the  moft  faithful  and  able  fupports 
of  his  party. 

Gerv.  Chron.  Soon  after  his  coronation  he  met  his  great 
Neubriiniisj^o'^"c"^^»  and  advifed  with  them  concerning 
1.  ii.  c.  1, 2,  the  ftate  of  his  kingdom.  The  refult  of 
2*  their    deliberations  was  the  inftant  execution 

of  the  treaty  of  Winchefter  in  thofe  parts 
which  his  predeceffor  had  left  unperformed, 
beginning  firil  with  that  capital  article,  the 
fending  away  the  foreign  troops.  It  was  not 
without  extreme  reluctance  that  thefe  mer- 
cenaries thought  of  leaving  the  kingdom. 
Vid.FitilepK.They  had  long  been  accuitomed  to  riot  on 
&  Camden,  ^^^^  fpoils  of  it  ;  and  many  of  their  officers 
had  acquired  great  eftablifliments  in  it,  par- 
ticularly their  general  William  of  Ipres,  to 
whom  the  earldom  of  Kent  had  been  given 
by  Stephen,  Vv'ith  all  the  wealth  that  the 
bounty  of  a  moil:  prodigal  monarch  could 
beftow  on  a  favourite^  who  knew  no  fcruples 

in 
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in  obeying  the  will  of  his  mafter,  nor  any  BO  OK  ir. 
moderation     in    enriching     himlelf.     Others 
had    been   rewarded,    in    proportion   to   their 
rank,  with  Uberal   grants,   which  the   wafi-e 
of  the  royal  demefne,  or  the  confifcations  of 
the   adverfe   party,    had    fuppUed.      To   part 
with   all  thefe   emoluments,  to  give  up  the 
recompence  of  fo  many  crimes,    appeared  to 
them   very  hard ;    and  they  would  virilling-ly 
have  prevented  it  by  ftill  greater  crimes,   if 
lit  had  been  in  their  power.     But  they  could 
ifind   no  competitor  to  fet  up  againft  Henry: 
j  William  of  Biois,  Stephen's   fon,    being  too 
I  young  and  too  weak,  in  all  refpe£ls,  to  un- 
dertake fo  perilous  an  enterprize  ;  and  no  other 
nobleman  having  preteniions,  or  power,  or  dif- 
content  enough,  to  engage  with  them  in  any 
'attempt  againfl  the  king,  or  the  peace  of  the 
i  kingdom. 

Under  thefe  circumflances,  this  formidable 

body  of  veteran  forces,  who  had  fo  long  been 

the  terror  of  the  people  of  England,   began 

to  fear  for  themfelves,  deprived,  as  they  were, 

;of  all   fupport,    and  expofed  to    the    refent- 

iments   of  an    injured,    infulted,    and   high- 

fpirited     nation.      The    divilions    that     had 

weakened  it  in  the  preceding  reign,   and  the 

protedion  of   the    crown,   which   was   never 

!, withdrawn  from  them,  had  been  their  fecu- 

rity ;  but  they  could  not  be  able  now,  with 

.Ithe  royal  power  againfl  them,  to  withftand 

'the  united  ilrength  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

One 
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BOOK  II. One  hope  remained,  viz.  that  Henry  himfelif 
^  ^  might  accept  of  their  fervices,  and  (as  his 
predecefibr  had  done)  make  them  the  inftru- 
ments  of  arbitrary  power.  Examples  are 
frequent  of  princes  having  recourfe  to  thofe 
meafures  of  government,  as  iifeful  and  ne- 
ceffary,  which  they  had  complained  of  as 
national  grievances  before  they  came  to  the 
throne.  William  of  Ipres,  who  had  been 
long  experienced  in  affairs,  and  was  too 
wicked  to  believe  that  any  man  could  be  vir- 
tuous, might  therefore  imagine,  that  Henry 
would  think  differently,  when  king  of  Eng- 
land, from  what  he  had  profefled,  at  the, 
head  of  the  publick,  in  oppofition  to  Stephen. 

^,  But  that  prince  was  well  convinced,  that,  to 

be  a  great  king,  he  mufh  continue  at  the  head 
of  the  pubhck,  and  not  degrade  himfelf  into, 
the  captain  of  a  band  of  foreign  mercenaries," 

Neubngenfis,  j^g  therefore  determined  to  execute  the  refo- 

lUfupra.  r  1-  •     A      •■      r  1 

lutions  or  parliament  agamit  tnele  men,  and 

ifliied  a  proclamation   commanding  them  all 

to  leave  the  realm,  on  pain  of  deatli,  before  a 

certain  day,   appointed   in   the  ed'iQ:.     When 

that  day  came,  not   one  foreign   foldier  was 

to  be  found  in  the  kingdom  :    their  general 

SeeDugdale  himfelf  had  p;one  with  them,  difpoffeifed  of 

Kent,  &     bis  carldom  and  other   honours  in  England, 

Camden's      the  lofs  of  v^'hicli  he  bewailed  with  tears  of 

Britannia.        ^^^^  .      ^^^^    ^^^    ^^1^     ^^     1^^,^^.     ^j^^^    fudden 

change  of  fortune,   forfook   the   world,   and 
became  a  monk  at  Laon  in  Flanders,  where 

he 
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he    died   very    penitent,  in  the  year    eleven  B  O  O  K  ir. 
hundred  and  fixty-two.  '       ' 

The  honour  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  its  Gerv.  Chron. 
liberty  and  repofe,   feemed  to  be  reflored  by^JeubHgenfif 
[  this  a£t,   and  by  the  proceedings  of  Henry  ut  fupra. 
Ij  in  another  affair  of  a  like  nature,  the  deftroy- 
1  ing    the    caftles    which    Stephen    had    kept 
I  undemolifhed,  a^ainft  the  faith  he  had  piven. 
!  All  thofe  that  had  been  ere6led  in  the  late 
i  reign    were     now    burnt,    or    leveled  to  the 
i  ground  ;  except  a  few,  that,   from  their  fitu- 
j  ation,   were  judged  to  be  neceffary   for  the 
defence  of  the  kingdom.     While  Henry  was 
in  the  north,   employed  in  performing  this 
i  falutary  work,  William  de   Peverel,  a  great 
northern  baron,   who   (as  I  have  related  ia 
I  the  preceding  book)  was  accufed  of  having 
;  poifoned  the  carl  of  Chefler,  confcious  of  his 
guilt,  and  dreading  the  royal  vengeance  im- 
pending upon   him,   retired  to  a  convent,  as 
ji  a  ftronger  aiylum  than  any    of   his  caftles : 
j  But  when  the  king  approached  to  his  fanc- 
I  tuary,  armed  with  all  the  majefty  and  terrors 
I  of  juftice,  he  durfl  not  trufh  even  to  that ;  but 
;  fled  out  of  the  realm.     He  was  immediately 
[  outlawed ;  and  his  lands  were  feized,   as  for- 
feited to  the  crown.     Thus  Henry  revenged 
i  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Cheller ;   and  con- 
I  vinced  other  offenders,   who  in  the  reign  of 
j  King  Stephen   had   apprehended    no  punifli- 
ment  for  the  mod  heinous   crimes,  that  it 
I  was  his  refolution  they  ihould  not  be  fafe 
VoLs  11.  U  even 
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BOOK  II.  even  under  the  hood  of  a  monk,  nor  withia 
^       '  the  protedion  of  the  ahar  itfelf. 

But  in  his  next  undertaking  he  found 
greater  difficulties.  Stephen's  extravagance 
and  the  infatiable  demands  of  his  fa<f^ion  had 
induced  him  to  alienate  fo  much  of  the  an* 
cient  demefne  of  the  crown,  that  the  remain- 
ing eflate  was  not  fufficient  to  maintain  the  i 
royal  dignity.  Some  royal  cities,  and  fortsj 
of  great  importance,  had  been  alfo  granted 
away,  which  could  not  be  fuffered  to  con- 
tinue in  the  hands  of  the  nobles,  to  whom 
they  had  been  given,  without  conliderably 
impairing  the  ftrength  of  the  crown,  and  no 
lefs  endangering  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 
Policy  and  law  concurred  in  demanding  thefe 
VideSlrRob.conceffions  back  again.  The  ancient  de- 
p^fl^y^J,/^"^  mefne  of  the  crown  was  held  to  be  facred, 
bee  alfo  Fieta,  and,  like  the  lands  of  tile  church,  fo  inalienr 

Braftou  t  "-f  ^^^^'  ^^  ^'^^^  "*^  length  of  time  could  give  | 
c.  5.  '  right  of  prefcription  ta  any  other  polTeflbrs, 
even  by  virtue  of  grants  from  the  crown, 
againft  the  claim,  of  fucceedingprin'jes.  But 
all  thefe  alienations  were  of  no  earlier  date 
than  the  reign  of  King  Stephen  ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  reiiimption  of  them  was  free  from 
thofe  difficulties,  and  infuperable  objections, 
that  muft  neceflarily  attend  the  refuming  of 
grants  tranfmitted  down  through  feveral  ge- 
nerations. 

For  thefe  reafons  it  had  been   agreed,  by  a 

feparate  and  fecre-t  article  in  the  treaty   of 

.       ,  Win- 
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Winchefter,  that  whatever  lands  or  pofief-^OOK  II. 

iions    had    belonged   to  the    crown,    at  the 

; death  of  King  Henry  the  Firfl-,    ihould  be 

I  now  reflored  to  it ;    except  thofe  that  Stephen 

|had  granted  to  William   his  fon,  or  had   be- 

■  jitowed  on  the  church.     The  latter  exception 

jwas,  doubtlefs,   owing  to  the  governing  in- 

IHuence  of  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter  in   that 

jtreaty.     Nor  durfl  the  temporal  barons,  how- 

iever     diiTatisfied,    complain    of   a    partiality, 

vjwhich  was  fanftilied  by  the  names  of  piety 

land  religion.     Among  the  refumable  grants 

ithere  were  fome  of  Matilda.     For  (he  too, 

lading  as  fbvereign,  had  followed  the  example 

iet  her  by  Stephen,  in   giving  away  certain 

parts  of  the  eflate  of  the  crown,  to  reward 

iher  adherents.     And  much  had  been  ufurped 

^by  the  barons  of  both  parties,  without  any 

warrant  but  the  licence  of  the  times,  or  pre- 

Jtences  that  could  not  be  juftified  when  they 

jwere  legally  examined :  lb  that  no  article  of 

[the    treaty    of  Winchefter  was  either    more 

:ijufl:,    or  more    neceflkry,    than    that    which 

illipulated    a    refumptioii  of  all   thefe  aliejia- 

[tions.      Neverthelefs   it  had  been    abiblutely 

'|u€gle6ted  by  Stephen,  for  the  fame  reafon,  I 

'iuppofe,   as  had  hindered  him  from  fulfilling 

the   other  articles  of  that   treaty,    relating  to 

ithe  expuHion  of    all  the  foreign   troops    and 

!the  demolition' of  caflle3,   becaufe  he  fought 

jto    maintain   a  fa6lion    attached  to    himlelf, 

*and  was  unwilling  to  withdraw   his  favours 

from     p^rfons    whofe    ai'iiilance    he    deiired, 

U  %  Nothing 
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BOOK  II.  Nothinp-  elle  can  account  for  fo  indigent  a 
prince   having  been  io   remifs  in  this  point. 
But    Henry,    who  relolved  to  extinguifh  all 
fa6lions,    and    was  not    obhped  to  court  his 
■  nobility  at  the  expence  of  his  crown,   as  he 
meant  to  aik    nothing  of   them    inconfiftent 
•with  their  duty,  fa w  the  affiiir  in  other  hghts. 
He   knew    indeed    that   a  refumption    would 
raife  much  difcontent  in  thofe  affedled  by  it, 
who  were  many  and  powerful :  but  he  chofe 
to  ftand   their  ill-humour,  with   reafon   and 
•law  on  his   fide,    rather   than    to    remain   a 
needy  king,  or  relieve  his  neceflities  by  op- 
prellins^  his   people.     Nor  was  he  difpleafed 
to    leflen    by    this    means    that    exorbitant 
wealth   which  rendered  fome  of  his  fubjefts 
the  rivals  of  his  own  greatnefs,  and  was  as 
likely  to  make  them  rebels,    as  any  refent- 
Gerv.  Chron.  ment  this  mcafure  could  excite.     He  there- 
Siubrii Ln.  ^*°^*^  fummoned  a  parliament,  wherein  almoft 
s.  2, 3,  4.      all  his  nobles  were  prefent,   and,  having  pro- 
perly   laid    before    them  the    wants    of   the 
'   crown,   tiie    lofies    it    had  fuffered,  the    ille- 
gality of  the  grants,  and  the  urgent  neceility 
of  a  fpeedy  refumption,    obtained  their  con- 
currence   to    it,    and    proceeded  to  put  it  in 
immediate  execution.     The  fprit   of  fa6i:ion 
was  io  much  overawed   by  the  vigour  of  his 
government,  that  he  met  with  lefs  oppofitior 
than  he  had  reafon  to  expert.     Very  near  al 
that  had  been  granted  to  laymen,  or  uiurpec 
by  them,    in    any    manner,  from  the    roya 
demefne,  was   furrendered   to  him,   withoui 
2  blood- 
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'bloodHied,   after  a  little  delay,  and  fome  Jn-SOOK  ir« 

efFe6lual  marks  of  reludance  in  a  few  of  the^        ^ 

greateft    barons.     The    earl    of    Albemarle, 

whom  Stephen  had  made  earl  of  Yorkfhire, 

l!  and  who  had   ruled   that  province  with  more 

'  authority  than   his   mafter   himfelf,  could  ill 

:  brook   the  being  compelled  to  reflore  to  the 

'crown  all    he  had  gained   from  the  weaknefs 

I  of  it  in  the  late  reign.     His   connexions  were 

'  powerful,    his    credit  and  intereft  very  higli 

and  extenfive.     Nor  had  any  other  nobleman 

ftronger  caftles,  or  vaflals  more  warlike.    But, 

I  great  as  he  was,  he   found  that  he  now  had 

'  a   fovereign   who   was    greater  than  he,  and 

'  would    equally    reign    in    every  part  of   his 

kingdom.     Henry    pafled  the  Humber,  and,  ^^^'  ^"^o''«» 

I         •=>  y      r  ^       '     .       '  citat.utiupra. 

coming  upon  him  while  he  was  deliberating, 

brought  him,   by  the  terror  that  his  prefei^ce 

^  infpired,  to    a   quiet    fubmiffion,    and    entire 

!  reflitution   of  all  his  grants,    particularly  of 

I  Scarboroush  caftle,   which   he   had    rendered 

'  one  of  the  ftrongefl  in  England.     While  this 

nobleman   had  been  plotting  a  revolt  in  the 

'  north,  his  coufin-german,    Roger   de   iMorti- 

'  mer,  a6ling   in  concert    with  him,  had  alfb 

determined   to  maintain  his  own   title  to  the 

royal    caftles    of    Clebury,     Wigmore,    and 

I  Bridgenorth,    which    being    fituated    on   the 

I  borders  of  Wales,   where  he  had  great  power, 

i  he  hoped  to  defend  them  againft  all  the  force 

of  the  king,  with  the  affiftance  of  his  northern 

!  confederate,  and  of  the  young  earl  of  Flere- 

j  ford,    fon   to    the    famous    Milo,  whom   he 

'  ■  U  3  had 
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-BOOK  II.  had  ill  ft  i  gated  to  join  with  them  in  this  rebel- 
lion. That  lord  was  much  offended,  that 
the  fon  of  Matilda  {hould  relume  from  him 
thofe  grants  with  which  fhe  had  recom- 
penfed  the  fervices  of  his  father :  fervices  un- 
qneftionably  great  and  meritorious.  He 
thought  it  very  unjuft,  that  no  difference 
ihould  be  made  between  the  gratuities  which 
an  ufurper  had  given  to  the  king's  enemies, 
for  the  encouragement  of  his  fadion,  and 
the  rewards  which  the  king's  mother  had 
beftowed  upon  one,  who,  next  to  the  earl 
of  Glocefter,  had  been  undeniably  the  chief 
fupport  of  her  party.  This  reafoning  apr 
peared  fpecious;  but  it  was  impoffible  for 
Henry  to  pay  any  regard  to  it,  without  over- 
turning the  whole  fyftem  on  which  he  pro- 
ceeded. The  caufe  affigned  for  thefe  re- 
fumptions  was  not  a  defed:  in  the  title  of  the 
grantor  (for  on  that  foot  it  is  apparent  that 
Stephen  himfelf  could  not  have  agreed  to  it), 
nor  any  unvvcrthinefs  in  thofe  who  had  rer 
ceived  luch  favours  from  that  prince,  but  the 
neceffity  of  recovering  the  juil:  and  infepa- 
rabie  rights  of  tne  crown.  To  have  made 
a  diftindion  between  the  grants  of  Matilda 
and  Stephen  would  have  done  that  which  the 
king  was  moft  careful  to  avoid  ;  it  would 
have  revived  the  former  animolities,  and  car- 
ried an  appearance  of  his  a6ling  from  mo- 
tives, not  of  royal  oeconomy  and  public 
expediency,  but  of  party-revenge  ;  whereas, 
by   this  equal  and  impartial  proceeding,  he 

left 
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I  left   the    adherents  of  Stephen   no   caufe  to^oOK:  n. 
complaui,    or    apprehend    any    ill-ufage,    in 
other  refpeds,  on  account  of  their  paft  con- 
'  du6t.     And,  undoubtedly,   if  all  diftrufts  of 
I  that  nature  Ijad  not   been  entirely   removed 
:  by  his  prudence  and  candour,  the  peace  of  the 
I  nation  could  not  long  have  continued.     The 
']  earl    of    Hereford,    therefore,    had    not    in 
\  reality    fufficient    grounds    for    his    quarrel : 
!  but,  heated  by  youth  and  the  inftigations  of 
i  Mortimer,  he  fecretly  left  the  court,  with  a 
I  refolution  to  defend  the  tower  of  Glocefter, 
I  and  the  caftle  of  Hereford,  againft  Henry's 
claim.     As  he  was   allied  by  his  mother  to 
the  Welfh,  and  had  great  eftates  in  Wales, 
lie  procured  fome  troops   from  that  nation  5 
and  flattered  himfelf,  that,  by  ailing  in  con- 
junction with   Mortimer,  he  fhould   be  able 
to  engage  the  whole  (Irength  of  the  marches, 
,and  counties  adjacent  to  them,  in  the  fupport 
of  his  caufe.     This  infurre6tion  might  indeed 
have  proved  very  troublefome  and  dangerous 
to  the  kingdom,  efpecially  if  the  earl  of  Al- 
bemarle had   according  to  his  promife  taken 
up  arms  in  the  north.     But  Gilbert   Foliot, 
bi(hop  of  Hereford,  a  wife  and  virtuous  pre- 
late, went   to  the  earl   of   Hereford,   whofe 
kinfman  he  was,  and  fo  wrought  upon  him, 
by  the   force  of  his   exhortations   and   argu- 
ments,   that  he  perfuaded  him  to  Hop  on  the 
brink  of  the  precipice,   and  give  up  the  two 
caftles.     Henry  not   only    pardoned,   but   re- 
itored  him  to  favour,  remembering  his  father's 
U  4  merit, 


296  HISTORY   OF  THE   LIFE 

BOOK  II. merit,   and  knowing  there  was  fomething  Co 
"^         hard  in  his  cafe,    that   it   might    reafonably 
excufe    fuch  a    fally    of  paffion  in  a  young 
man,    who    had    an    hereditary   greatnefs   of 
fpirit.      Thus   was   this    ftrong   confederacy 
broken  ;     but    Mortimer,    though   abandoned 
by  both  his  friends,  would  not  lay  down   his 
arms.     Henry,   incenfed  at  his  obftinacy,  led 
a  great  army  againft  hira,  with  which,"  having 
divided  it   into  three  bodies,   he  at  once  af- 
faulted   the   three    caflles   of  Clebury,   Wig- 
more,  and  Bridgenorth  ;    and  though  it  was 
exped:ed  that  each   of  them  would  ftand  a 
long  fiege,  they  were  all  furrendered  to  him 
V.  RatUilphi  in  a  fliort  time.     Before  that  of  Bridgenorth, 
niioii  mTiiu-'^^^^^^  ^^^  defended  by  Mortimer,  he  com- 
fciipt.  Bib.    manded  in  perfon,  and  expofed  himfelf  to  fo 
Cotton.  Vef-  j-^uch  danger,  that  he  would  there  have  been 
^!f.  33.  fub  (lain,  if  a  faithful  vaflal    had   not  preferred 
ami.  1 165.    bis  life  to  his  own.     For  while  he  was  bulled 
in   giving  orders  too  near   the  wall,  Hubert 
de   St.  Clare,  conftable,  or  governor,  of  Col- 
chefler  caftle,  who  ftood   by  his  fide,  feeing 
an  arrow  aimed  at  him  by  one  of  Mortimer's 
archers,  ftepped  before   him,  and  received  it 
in  his  own  bread.     The  wound  was  mortal: 
he  expired  in  the  arms  of  his  mafter,  recom- 
mending his  daughter,  an  only  child  and  an 
infant,  to  the  care  of  that  prince.     It  is  hard 
to    fay   which    moll:    deferves    admiration,    a 
fubje6l  who  died  to  fave  his   king,  or  a  king 
whofe  perfonal  virtues  could  render  his  fafety 
io  dear  to  a  fubjed,  whom  he  had  not  obliged 

by 
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by  any  extraordinary  favours !  The  daughters OOK  il. 
of  Hubert  was  educated  by  Henry,  with  all  *  " 
the  affedtion  that  he  owed  to  the  memory  of 
her  father ;  and,  when  {he  had  attained  to  ma- 
turity, was  honourably  married  to  William  de 
Longueville,  a  nobleman  of  great  diflinction, 
on  condition  of  his  taking  the   name  of  St. 

[  Clare,  which  the  gratitude  of  Henry  defired  to 

I  perpetuate. 

I      Mortimer,    being  conftrained  to  furrender 
I  at   difcretion,    expelled   no    mercy  from   an 
I  exafperated  fovereign,  whofe  power  he  alone 
had  prefumed  to  defy.     His   haughty    fpirit 
now  funk,  and    humbled   itlelf  to  fupplica- 
tions  for  mercy.     Henry  was  fatisfied,  for- 
gave him  his  revolt,  and  left  him  in  free  pof- 
leflion  of  all  his  honours  and  eftates,  except 
I  thofe   that   belonged  to  the    demefne  of  the 
\  crown. 

Thus  was  concluded  this  important  and 
arduous  bufinefs,  in  the  profecution  whereof 
I  the  king  adorned  the  beginning  of  his  reign 
I  with  the  mod  illuftrious  proofs  of  two  royal 
'  virtues,  by  the  happy  union  of  which  the 
honour,  the  peace,  and  the  profperity,  of  a 
i  government  are  chiefly  fupported,  great 
I  Jirmnefs  and  great  clemency.  The  undertak- 
I  ing  moft  certainly  was  full  of  difficulty 
I  and  danger,  even  to  the  mightieft  monarch ; 
[but,  belides  the  perfonal  qualities  which  en- 
I  abled  Henry  to  ad  fuccefsfully  in  it,  he 
'  was 
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3BOOK  II.  v/as  affifled  by  the  general  lenfe  of  the  nation  ; 

'  ^  '  and,  with  this  on  the  fide  of  government,  no 
ftreijgth  of  private  intereft  ever  was  an  over- 
match for  the  power  of  the  crown  fleadily  and 
wifely  adminiftered. 

Gerv,  Chron.      The  prefent  quiet  of  the  kingdom   beinff' 
^^  now   well   iecured,  it  was    proper  to  extend 
the    care  of  the    legiflature  to  future   times. 
Henry   therefore  called  a  parliament  to  meet 
him  at  Wallingford,    foon   after   Eafter,    in 
the     year     eleven     hundred     and     fifty-five, 
which    fettled  the   fuccefiion    of  the  crown, 
after  his  deceafe,  upon  his  eldeft  fon  William, 
who  was  then  but  three  years  old ;    and,  in 
cafe  of  the  death  of  William   (which   hap- 
pened foon  afterwards),  upon  Prince  Henry, 
a  fecond  fon,   born  to  him  at  Lbndon  in  the 
month  of  March  this  year.     Oaths  of  fealty 
were   accordingly   taken    to    both  ;    and    we 
may    aflu redly    infer    from    this,    as  well  as 
many  other  fddis,  that  no  right  of  birth,  how 
indilputable    Ibever,    was    thought    in    thofe 
days   a  fufficient  title  to  convey  the  fuccef- 
fion,   without  a  parliamentary  acknovv'ledge- 
ment    of  it,  followed   and   confirmed  by  feu^ 
dal    engagements.      For,    if  the  crown    had 
then  defcended  of  courfe  to  the  eldeft  fon  of 
the  king,  it  would  not  have  been  necefiary  to 
iummon  a  parliament  purely  on  this  account, 
Henry  indeed    found   no   difficulty   to  obtain 
their  confent.    The  Normans  and  Englifli  were 
equally   defirous  to  fix  their    monarchy  in  the 
family  of  a  well- beloved  prince,   who  Iprung 

from 
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from  the  kings  of  both  nations.  The  fac-BOOKil, 
tion  of  Stephen,  if  it  ftill  exifted,  was  filent. '  '  '  'j 
Henry's   refpedable  and  popular  government, 

:  his  juftice,  his  naoderatioii,  and  the  great 
kindnefs  with  which  he  treated  them,  when  it 
could  not  poffibly  be  imputed  to  any  weak- 
iiefs  or  fear,  took  from  them  the  inchnatioo, 
as    well    as    the    ability,    of  oppofing     his 

1  Fill. 

In  this  great  flow  of  profperity,  when  all 
I  -difficulties  gave  way  to  his  power  and  for- 
I  tune,  if  he  had   delired   to  affume  a  delpotic 

-authority,  he,  probably,  might  have  fuc* 
;  ceeded ;  for  there  is  no  time  of  greater 
\  danger  to  liberty,  than  the  firft  calm  that 
^  fucceeds   to  a  long   continuance   of  inteftine 

commotions.     Befides  a  general  dread  in  the 

body  of  the  people  of  lofing  again  their 
\  jiewly-recovered  tranquillity,  there  is  ufu- 
|:  ally,  in  fuch  a  feafon,  a  conteft  between  the 
■  two  parties,  which  iliall  outgo  the  other  in 
;  flattering,  and  making  court  to  the  prince; 
j  and  thofe  are  raoft  fervile,  who  think  they 
'  have   moft   to   fear,  or   leali   to   hope,    from 

their  paft  behaviour.  Henry  might  have 
i  availed  himfelf  of  thefe  difpoiitions,  as  other 
'  kings  have  done  in  a  fimilar  fituation :  but 
I  he  faw  further,  and  judged  better,  than 
\  thofe  who  take  fuch  advantages  to  increafe 
j  their  power.  He  well  underirood  the  tem- 
•  per  of  the  nation,  capable,  perhaps,  of  fub- 

piitting   to  abfoiute    moiiarehy  in   the   firft 

violent 
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BOOK  II.  violent  and  thonghtlefs  emotions  of  love  oi" 
fear*  but.  always  incaDabls  of  enduring;  it 
long.  And  even  fuppofing  he  could  break 
the  visfour  of  their  fpirit,  and  tame  it  to 
fervitude,  he  knew  that  the  mafler  of  a  peo-  i 
pie  fo  debafed  and  deje6led  mull:  necelTarily 
himfeif  be  funk  by  their  vilenefs,  and  could 
not  be  a  great  king.  Thele  refle£lions  con- 
curring with  a  generous  fenfe  of  virtue,  which 
appears  to  have  been  deeply  fixed  in  his 
mind,  he  readily  determined  by  what  policy 
he  fhould  govern  this  kingdom.  In  another 
parliament  held  at  London  foon  after  this 
time,   or  rather  in  the  fame  adjourned  to  that 

See  the  char-  city,  he  granted  to  his  people  a  charter  of  It- 

p^ndJx  to  this  ^^^^^'^-f?   Confirming  that   of  his   grandfather, 

Volume,       King  Hcnrv  the  Firft. 

p.  512. 

Thus,  by  the  magnanimity  of  this  excel- 
lent prince,  was  the  whole  flate  of  England, 
which  had  fuffered  alike  by  tyranny  and  by 
fa6tion,  compleatly  re-eftabliOied  in  thofe 
legal  rights  that  were  the  proper  fences  to 
guard  it  from  both  thofe  evils.  It  was  not 
indeed  fo  well  fecured,  either  from  the  one, 
or  the  other,  as  it  is  by  the  wifdom  of  our 
prefent  conftitution  :  but,  from  the  mixture 
of  Saxon  cuftoms,  which  mitigated  and  tem- 
pered the  Norman  inftitutions,  it  was  the 
beft  feudal  government  fubliiling  at  that 
time  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Nor  was 
Henry  content  with  having  only  reftored 
good    laws   to   his   people.     He   did   more ; 

he 
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he    enforced   the    2[Ood    execution    of  thofeBOOK  il. 

laws.     This  was  a  tafk  of  no  fmall  difficulty, '       ^ 
and  which   required  the    activity,  the  fpirit, 
the   refolution,   and  that  fervour  of  zeal  for 
the  lervice    of  the    public,    with  which  his 
mind  was  endued.     The  jnanners  of  the  na- 
tion were  to  be  changed.     During  the  reign 
of  his  predeceflbr  the  law  had  been  an  empty 
name.     Even  where  violence  did   not   abfo- 
lutely  controul  it,  the  partiality  of  party  and 
the  iniquity  of  the  times  corrupted  the  whole 
adminiltration    of  juftice.      Appeals    to    the 
crown,    the    conftitutioiial  and  neceifary  re- 
•fource  of  the  people  againfl:  the  too  frequent 
injuftice  of  the  nobles,  had  loft  their  force. 
The  king  had  not  power  to  give  the  fuitors 
the  relief  they  demanded.     Matilda's  friends 
denied   his   authority,    and    againft  his  owa 
adherents  he  durft  not  exert  it,  left  it  fliould 
provoke  them  to  leave  him.     Nor  were  the 
lives  of  his  fubje£ts  more  fecure  than  their 
jproperties.     The  fword  of  every  ruffian  was 
ftronger  than  that  of  the  magiftrate,  and  the 
moft  notorious   criminals    found,    not    only 
protefliion,   but  reward  and  advancement,  if 
'^to  their  private  enormities  they  joined  a  re- 
morfelefs  and  daring  alacrity  in  carrying  on 
the   horrors  of  civil  war.     Upon  the  agree- 
ment   between    the    chiefs  of  the  tw^o  con- 
tending factions,  fome    check  was    given  to 
thefe  diforders;    but  the  habits  of  licentioui- 
iiefs    had   gained    too    much   ftrength  to  be 
^uickiy  overcome,     Henry  applied  hisut- 

moll 
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BOOK  II.  moil  endeavours  to  fubdue  them,  and  to  ac* 
'  M '  u  •  compliili  the  heroical  work  of  reftorin^  the 
1.  ii.  c.  i.  purity  and  vigour  of  jultice,  and  ktthng 
Diceto  fub  good  order,  good  morals,  and  good  difci- 
Brompton fub  pline  again  in  his  kingdom.  He  attended 
ann.i5Si',  perfonally  at  the  judgement  of  all  greater 
^^fji*^^^[^^^^^caufes  in  his  own  court,  and  made  frequent 
Gualter.  progrefies  into  the  feveral  counties^  that  h@ 
epifcop.  Pa-  jj^jght  the  better  difcover  and  remedy  all 
Apuendice,  abufes  in  the  rural  jurifdiclions,  or  in  the  be* 
p-  5 '3'  haviour  of  the  judges  whom  he  fent  thither 
V.  Petrum    as  his    delegates   to   adminifter  juftice.      H^ 

'{tfh^'  "^  ^^^  ^^^  (f^J^  ^  writer  to  whom  he  was  per- 
fonally and  intimately  known)  Jtt  Jiill  in  hk 
palace^  as  moji  other  kings  do,  but  going  over 
the  provinces  explored  the  aSiions  of  all  his 
fubjehsy  chiejiy  judging  thofe  who??!  he  had  ap- 
pointed the  judges  of  others.  A  conftant  fenfe 
of  the  fuperintendance  of  the  royal  authority 
was  thus  kept  up  in  the  minds  of  his  people; 
and  the  power  of  the  crown^  which  they 
had  been  ufed  to  defpife  or  hate,  was  made 
both  refped:able  and  amiable  to  them  :  the 
intermediate  powers,  eftablifhed  by  tha  : 
lyftem  of  the  feudal  conflitution,  were  duly 
controuled  ;  and  the  diforder  attending-  the 
abufe  of  thofe  powers  in  the  feveral  parts  of 
that  fyflem  was  prevented.  The  meaneft 
peafant,  who  fued  for  juftice  againft  the: 
higheft  iiobleir^an,  was  favourably  heardj 
and  obtained  from  the  king  a  fpeedy  redrels 
of  his  wrongs..  Robbers  and  freebooteiJS .; 
were  put  to  death  witiiout  meicy;    and  every"- 

other 
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other  breach  of  the  peace  was  corrected  by^Q^^^^; 
exemplary  punifliments  ;  fo  that  even  the  moll 
profligate  were  awed  and   reftrained.     Public 

I  lecurity  being  reftored  by  this  neceflary  ri- 
gour, and  by  the  continued  activity,  vigi- 
lance, and  firmnefs  of  the  fovereign,  in  fup- 

iprcfling  whatever  had  a  tendency  to  produce 
inteftine  trouble,  the  farnier  and  the  huf- 
bandman,  the  merchant  and  the  manufac- 
turer,   returned    to    their    occupations,    the 

I  towns  and  villages  were  repeopled ;  agricul- 
ture   and  commerce    revived    and    flourifhed, 

:  virtue  and  religion  were  encouraged  and  pro- 
moted. Such  were  the  confequences  of 
Henry's  beneficent  government  j  and  thus 
he  ol3tained  the  higheft  glory  a  king  can 
obtain  ;  that  of  having  reformed  a  depraved 
and  corrupted  ftate. 

In  thefe  affairs  he  was  ferved  ably  (and 
to  chufe  able  fervants  is  the  mod  neceflary 
spart  of  royal  wifdom)  by  thoie  whom  he 
jfntrufted  with  the  adminiitration.  They 
'  were  all  perfons  whom  approved  and  eminent 
■merit  recommended  .to  his  favour.  Robere 
de  Beilomoat   earl   of  Leicefter    was    grand 

II  judiciary  5  a  pofl  not  ufually  filled  in  that 
age  by  a  layman ;    or  at  leaft   not  by  a  lay- 

,i  man,   without  lome   prelate  being  joined  in 

;j  commiilion    with     him:    but;.  Henry,    vv'ho 

1  law  the  clergy  too   powerful,   did  not  think 

it  adviieable  to   iirengthen   tlieni   Hill    more, 

by  iuch  an  addition  of  power  as  that  office 

gave ; 
I 
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BOOK  II.  gave;  defiring  rather  to  make  the  authority 
'  of  it  a  curb  to  that  of  the  church.  He  there- 
fore joined  two  laymen  in  the  commiffion, 
the  earl  of  Leicefter  and  Richard  de  Lucy, 
The  former  was  a  perfon  of  great  prudence, 
and  yet  of  a  refolute  fpirit,  very  propef  to 
maintain  the  rights  of  the  ftate  againft  the 
attempts  of  the  clergy  and  the  pope ;  which 
he  was  the  better  enabled  to  perform,  becaufe 
his  known  piety  and  the  regularity  of  his 
hfe  fet  him  above  the  imputation  of  irreligion, 
ufually  thrown  in  that  age  upon  any  of  the 
laity  who  dared  to  refift  the  ufurpations  of 
Rome, 

His  colleague  was  a  gentleman  of  con{idera-i| 
ble  rank,  and  one  who  had  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  as  a  foldier,  but  joined  to  his  va- 
lour and  military  abilities  the  knowledge 
of  a  lawyer  and  talents  of  a  ftatefman.  hi 
chufing  him  to  (hare  this  office,  Henry  gave 
a  new  proof  of  his  not  being  influenced  by 
the  fpirit  of  party,  and  of  having  entirely 
bani(hed  thofe  refentments,  which  a  narrow 
mind,  or  a  bad  heart,  would  have  retained 
and  indulged.  For  Richard  de  Lucy  had 
been  highly  in  favour  with  Stephen,  nor  had 
he  ever  betrayed  him  or  deferted  his  fervice, 
A  littla  before  the  agreement  of  that  king 
with  Henry  we  hud  him  in  arms  againft  thei 
latter :  and  by  an  article  of  that  treaty  the 
Tower  of  London  and  Windfor  caftle  were 
put  into  his  cuftody  j    which  muil  have  beer 

don( 
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«done  at  the  defire  of  Stephen,  hecaufe  it  ap-l^oOK  il. 

pears  that  he  gave  no   fecurities  for  his  fide- '        " 

lity  to  &irH  in  that    triift ;    whereas  he   was 

obliged  to  give  his  fon  to   Henry,  as  a  hof- 

tage  for  the  dehvery  of  thofe   forts  to  that 

prince   after  the   death   of  the  king.     But  it 

is  probable   that  Henry  approved  the  choice 

'  made    by    Stephen,    from  the   reputation   of 

i  integrity  which  Richard  de  Lucy  had  gained  : 

!  and    that    chara6ler,    with    the    abilities    he 

I  foon  difcovered   in  him  on  a  nearer  acquain- 

I  tance,    was    now  the    caufe  of  his    advance- 

I  ment  to  this  high   dignity.     His  condudl.  in 

i  it  juftified  the  prudence  of  Henry.     He  was 

I  one  of  the  faithfuleft   and  bed  fervants  that 

any  prince  ever  employed,   ufeful  in  all  buii- 

>.  nefs,  and  as  fit  to  command  an  army,    as  to 

?  prelide  in  a  court   of  judicature,  or  a  council 

j  of  ftate. 

The  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  v/as  treated 
I  by  the  king  with  great  regard,  and  had  a 
^  principal  (hare  in  the  adminiftration  of  go- 
*  vernment,^ which  he  deferved  by  the  fervices 
'  he  had  done  that  prince  in  affairs  ot  the 
(  higheft  importance,  and  by  the  cordial  affecflion 
'  "Vvhich  he  bore  to  his  perfon.  He  was  a  man 
i  whom  experience  and  knowledge  of  buiiiiefs 
I  Iiad  made  a  minifter  of  fbate  rather  than 
;j  genius ;  having  parts  good  enough  to  be 
i  efleemed,  and  not  great  enough  to  be  feared, 
■  by  his  mafter.  Yet,  had  he  beeti  of  an 
'  enterprifing    temper,    he    would    have    given 

Vol.  IL  X  trouble 
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BOOK  n. trouble  to  government:    £or  whatever  he  un* 
"^       ^  dertook  he  purfued  with  an  obftinate  and  un* 
daunted  reiolution  ;    as  Stephen  had  found  to 
his  coft  on  fome  occafions.     But,  being  now 
'  grown  old  and  weary  of  faction,  as  well  as 

difinclined  to  any  quarrel  with  a  fovereign 
whom  he  loved,  he  tried  to  keep  the  churcli 
and  ftate  as  quiet  as  he  could  ;  which  was  all 
that  Henry  defired,  till,  by  a  continual  and  in- 
fupportable  increafe  of  the  evils  arifing  from 
the  unwarranted  pretenlions  of  the  clergy,  he 
was  compelled,  for  the  fake  of  civil  fociety,  to 
attempt  a  reformation  of  thofe  abufes* 

'  On    the  recom.mendation    of  the  primate* , 

Thomas  Becket  was  raifed  to  the  office  of 
Chancellor.  This  man,  the  moft  extraordi-' 
nary  of  the  age  he  lived  in,  and  from  the 
fmgularity  of  his  charafter  (to  which  there 
are  few  parallels  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind) 
deferving  the  notice  of  all  ages,  was  born  at 
London,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  | 
feventeen.     His    father   and   anceftors  (as  h<? 

Epltl.  i5§.    fays  himfelf  in  one  of  his  epiflles)  wef-e  citi-^ 

\.u  Brusel .  there^  who  had  lived  conteniedh  and  quietly 

edition.  /   .       ^  .  .  -  if 

among  tbeir  Jellow-ciiizens,  and  were  not  the 
loweji  among  them.  It  ieems  that  his  educa- 
tion was  intended  to  qualify  him  for  the 
Quadrliogns  church.  We  are  told,  that,  during  his  child- 
J^uidriVaitka^^o^^'  his  father  put  him  to  fchool  in  Mer- 
Vit.  etprcc.  tou- abbey ;' and,  when  he  had  attained  to 
?•  ^^'^tf'     manhood,    fent   him  to  nniih  his  ifudies   at 

Cant,  ivlaii.  '  .  -  . 

ike.  ed.  Par.  Paris.     letter  iome  time,   he   returned  trom 
.iHii.  U93«  <  thence 
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thehce  to  London,  was  employed  as  a  clerk  ^/^^^  ^^» 

in  the  (herifF's  office  there,  and  then   intro-'       '^ 

duced  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury^    who 

finding    him  a  youth    of   uncommon    parts^ 

and   behig  captivated    with  his  graceful  and 

winning  addrefs,  gave  him  the  livings  of  St. 

Mary  le  Strand   and   Otteford  in  Kent,   and  ^'^"^°|"s»" 

1       •        1    /-       1   •  1  1     ■         I  1  Vjrerv.   act, 

obtauied  for  him  two   prebends  in  the   cathe- Poatif.  Can* 
drals  of  London  and  Lincohi.     Thefe  bene- ^'f'"- '^e  The^ 
fices  he  probably  held  by  the  pope's  difpenfa-  xhoma.    * 
tion  (for  he  was  yet  only  in  deacons  orders)  j 
and,  defiring  to  qualify   himfelf   for    greater 
preferments,  prevailed  on  his  patron  to  fend 
him  to  Bologna,  the  mod:  famous  iiniverfity 
then  in  the  world,  efpecially  for  the  ftudy  of 
the  canon  and  civil  laws,  which  of  all  fciences 
was  mod  likely  to  procure  his  advancementj 
either  in  the  church,  or  the  ftate.     After  re- 
liding  there  a  year,  he   went  to  Auxerre   in  "^if- ^t  proc. 
Burgundy,  where  thofe  laws  were  alfo  taught ;  fj,nii,°'^*' 
and  returned  into  England  no  mean  proficient 
in  them,  but  Vv^ith  ftlil  fuperior  talents  for  ne- 
gociation;  which  the  archbifnop   difcov^ering, 
he  difpatched  him  foon  afterwards  as  his  agen^ 
to  the  pope,  on  a  point  he  thought  of  greaE 
moment,  namely,  to  get  the  legatine  power 
reftored  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury.     This  com- 
miffion   was  performed    with    fucli  dexterity  ^ 

and  fuccefs,  that  the  archbifliop  entrufted  to 
him  all  his  moft  fecret  intripues  with  the 
court  of  Rome,  and  particularly  a  matter  of 
the  higheft  importance  to  England,  the  fol- 
liciting  from  the  pope  thofe  prohibitory  let- 

X  %  ter§ 
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BOOK  II.  ters  againft  the  crowning  of  prince  Euftac^f 
Gerv/  ut  ^J  ^hich  that  defign  was  defeated.  There 
iiipra.  was  great  difficulty  in  conducing  this  buii-. 

nefs  ;    for,  though  Eugenius  the  Third,  who 
then  held  the  pontificate^  had  quarrelled  with 
Stephen,  yet,  as  the  ele6lion  of  that  monarch 
had  been  ratified  by  the  papal  authority,  it- 
was  very  prejudicial  to  the  honour  of  Rome, 
that  he  (hould  be  declared,  by  the  fame  au- 
thority,   a    perjured    ufurper.     Nor,    indeed, 
was  it  the  intereft  of  that  fee  to  co-operatCy 
in  fupporting  the  pretenlions  of  Henry  Plan- 
tagenet,  againft  the  fon  of  Stephen,  if  it  de- 
iired  to  maintain  the    encroachments  it  had  i 
made,  upon  the   rights  of  the  Englifh  mo-? 
narch,  during  the  reign  of  his  father.     And 
therefore  (as  we  are  informed  by  an  anecdote 
Epift.  14.     preferved  to  us  in  a  letter  of  Becket)  one  of 
the  cardinals,  who  favoured  Euftace,  told  the 
pope  on  this   occafion,   that  it  would  be  eafier 
to  hold  a  ram  ly  the   horns  than  a  lion  by  the 
tail.     The    flrength   and  power  of   Euftace, 
whofe    foreign    dominions    were    but  fmail, 
compared    with    thofe    of   Henry,    certainly 
could  not  be  fo  hard  to  contend  with  ;  nor 
was  it  probable,  that  his    authority    in   the 
kingdom  of  England  would  be  fo  firmly  and 
fecurely  eftablifhed  as  Henry's,   if  the  latter 
fhould   recover   the   crown  of  his  anceftors. 
This  was  a  confideration   which   it  behoved 
the  court  of  Rome  to  regard  with  great  at- 
tention,   before   they   took    any  meafures  to 
oppofe  the  fuccefiion  of  Euftace ;  efpecially 

as 


OF    KING    HENRY    II.  309 

as  there  was  no  reafon  to  believe,  that   theBOOK  ir. 
principles  and  maxims  of  government  infufed'       * 
into   Henry  would  incline    him  to  acquiefce 
in    their   ufurpations.     For    Becket    himfelf 
obferves,  in  the  above-cited  letter,  that,  when 
he  came  to  the  crown,  he   oppofed  the  liberty 
of  the  churchy   by  a  kind  of  hereditary  right ; 
his  fiUher  having  refifted   it,  in   feveral   in- 
ilances,  with  remarkable  fpirit.     Euftace  then 
might  juftly  hope,  that  he  fhould  be  favoured 
by  the  policy  of  the  Vatican  ;  and  there  was 
the  lefs  probability  that  Eugenius   could  be 
brought  to  a6t  againft  him,  as  Stephen,  in  that 
conjundlure,    had  a  minifter  at   Rome,  who 
liad   much   influence  over  the  mind  of  that 
pontiff,  namely,  Henry  de  Murdac  ;  to  whom 
Eugenius  himfelf  had  given  the  fee  of  York 
(as  1  have  before  related),  and  whom  Stephen, 
who  had  long   refufed  to  acknowledge  him, 
had  now  received,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  aGerv.  utfu- 
papal  bull  for  the  coronation  of  his  fon.     ^^^  g"^^^^'  J!J^ 
the   implacable   hatred    of  the    pope  againftann.  1152. 
him,  and  Becket's  great  abilities  in  negocia- 
tion,    overcame    all  the    weighty    arguments 
and   powerful    intereft    on    the  fide    of   that 
prince  ;    which  happy  fuccefs,  in  an  affair  of 
fuch  confequence  and  fo  much  difficulty,  gave 
-  Becket  a  merit,    not  only  to  the  prelate   by 
whom  he  was  employed,  but  alfo  to  Henry, 
which  was  the  fir  ft  foundation  of  his  high 
fortune.     At  his    return    into    England,   the 
archbifhop  conferred  upon  him  feveral  new 
favours,  making  him  provoft  of  Beverley  and 
X  3  dean 
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BOOK  II.  dean  of  Haftings,    which    benefices  he  held 
Fitz-Stephen  together  with    the   former ;    and  juft  before 
invit.Beeket.  the    death    of    Stephen   the  archdeaconry  of 
Canterbury   was    hkewife   given  to  him    by 
^he  fame   prelate.     But  thefe  were  only  the 
beginnings  of  his  advancement.     For,  imme^ 
diately  after  Henry's  acceiTion  to  the  throne, 
he  was  made   the   king*s   chancellor,  at   the 
requeft  of  his  patron,  who    thought  no  dig- 
nity or  truft  above  his  merit.     Nor,  in  doing 
this,  did   Henry  pleafe  the  archbifhop  alone. 
Becket's  promotion  muft  have  been  extremely- 
agreeable  to  the  Englifli ;    as  he  was  the  firrt 
of  that  nation,  fmce  the  latter  years  of  the 
reign   of  William   the  Conqueror,'  on  whom 
any  great  office,  either  in  the  church  or  ftate, 
had  been  conferred  by  the  kings  of  Norman 
race  ;  the  excjufion  of  them  from  all  digni- 
ties being  a  maxim  of  policy,  delivered  down    1 
by  that  monarch  to  his  fons,  and  founded  (as 
J'r^Tt   ^^  ^^?  ^*^^^  ^^  William  of  Malmibury)  on  the 
fe<^^5o'/de    alarming  example  of  what  had   befallen  the 
Willi.         Danes  in  England,    after   the  deceafe  of  Ca- 
nute tie  Great.     For  the  Engl  (h  having  been 
fuffered,  by  rhe  indulgence  of  Canute,  "to  re- 
tain under  him  a  large   (hare   of  honours  and 
power,    the   confequence  was,   that  they  foon 
recovered  the  government,   and  drove  out  the 
foreigners.     Whether   the   expulfion    of   the 
latter  was  really  owing  to  the  caufe  here  af- 
iigned,   or   to  their  own  provoking  infolence, 
may  well  be  difpnred  :    but  this  opinion,  un- 
quefiionably,  prevailed  too  much  in  the  minds 

of 
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?j  of  the  Normans,  and  continued  too  long. pQ^K  il.^ 
I  Even  Henry  the  Firft,  who  courted  the  af-'  ' ' 
i  fedlion  of  the  EngHfh,  as  the  chief  ftrength 
I  of  his  throne,  and  in  other  refpeds  was  kind 
j  to  them,  adhered  to  this  maxim,  more  per- 
;:  haps  from  an  apprehenfion  of  offending  the 
i  Normans,  than  any  jealoufy  in  himfelf.  Ste- 
i  phen  and  Matilda  feem  alfo  to  have  aded  on 
I  the  fame  principle :  fo  that  this  diflionoura- 
i  ble  mark  of  humihation  and  inequahty  re- 
I  mained  fixed  on  that  people,  till  the  aufpi- 
i  cious  reign  of  Henry  Planragenet.  He  was 
the  firfl:  who  took  it  off:  and  certainly  this 
j  deferves  to  be  celebrated  among  the  moil 
'  memorable  and  moil  laudable  adls  of  his  life  ; 

■  being  that  which  removed  all  appearance  of 
I  a  conqii^Ji,  and  entirely  completed  the  incor- 
!  porating     union    between    the    two    nations, 

:  which  his  royal  grandfather  had  formed,  but 
had  not  brought  to  full  perfection.  He  might 
poffibly  be  more  inclined  to  favour  the  Eng- 
li(h,  as,   by  his   grandmother,    he   defcended 

■  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  kings  :  but  one  may 
better  afcribe  the  kindnefs  he  Ihewed  them  to 
large  and  generous  notions  of  policy,  which 
made  him  defire  to  widen  the  foundations  on 
which  the  government  of  England  had  flood 
for  fome  time  ;  foundations  too  narrow  for 
the  fuperftru6lure  of  glory  and  public  good, 
which  his  noble  ambition  and  exteniive  be- 
nevolence afpired  to  raiie.  The  work,  in- 
deed, was  to  him  lefs  difficult  than  it  would 
have  beeu  to  his  grandfather  :    for  England 

X  4  had 
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BOOK  n.  tiad  now  (as  a  contemporary  author  tells  us) 
V.  Aiiredus  «<^^  Only  a  k'mg,  but  many  bijioops  and  abbots^ 
A;3b.  K\v,  de  many  great  earls  and  noble  knights^  who^  being 

ErvvfrdCont"!  ^''A^^^^'^  ^^^•'^^  /^"^^  ^^^  Norman   and  Rnglifh 
p.  401,  i-i,£,Q.  bloody  were  an  honour  to  the  one  and.  a  comfort  ta 
the  other.     This  happy  effed  of  the  inter-mar- 
riages   between    the    two    nations    naturally 
leffened    the  jealoufy    which,    for  almoft    3 
century,  had  been  {q  ftrong  in  the  Normans.' 
But  a  prince  of  a  narrow  foul  would  not  have  . 
ittw  the  pradicabihty,  or  comprehended  the 
utility,  of  departing  from  the  maxim  his  pre- 
deceflbrs  had  adhered  to  :    and  it  would  have  ^ 
been  lingly  fufficient  to  illuftrate  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Second,  that,  by  putting  an  end 
to  this  diftindion,  as  well  as  to  that  which 
the  fury  of  civil  difcord  had  lately  produced, 
he  opened  the  temple  of  Honour  to  all  merit, 
called   forth    every    virtue    and  every  talent) 
into   the  fervice  of  the   publick,    and  made  * 
himfeif    the  common  father   of  his    whole 
people. 
SeeDugdale's      The   chancellor   of  England   at  this    time  \ 
Simies,  &  had  no  diftina  court  of  judicature,  in  which 
Madox'sHift-he  prefided:    but  he  aded  together  with  the 
''/.?^"^r    jufticiary  and  other  great  officers,  in  matters  of 
p.  42, 43.      the  revenue,   at    the   exchequer,    and   fome- 
times   in   the   counties    upon   circuits.     The 
great  feal  being  in  his  cuflody,  he  fupervifed 
and  fealed  the  writs  and  precepts,  that  iffued 
in    proceedings  pending  in  the   king's  court, 
and  in  the  exchequer.     He  aifo  fupervifed  all 
charters  which  were  to  be  fealed  w^ith  that 

feat 
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feal.      Mr.  Madox   obferves,    that    he    was  BOOK  ir. 

ufually  a  bifhop  or   prelate,  becaufe  he   was' /— ' 

i looked    upon    as    chief  of  the    kings    chapel ^ 

which   was  under  his  fpecial   care.     In  the 

council   his  rank  was  very   high.     It  feems 

that  he  had  the  principal   diredion  and  con- 

idu£l  of  all  foreign   affairs,   performing  moft 

of  that  bufinefs  which  is  now  done  by  the  fe- 

cretaries    of  Itate.     Such  was    the  office   to 

which  Becket  was  raifed :  but  the  favour  of 

I  his  mafter  made  him  greater  than  even  the 

I  power  of  that  office,  great  as  it  was  in  itfelf. 

The  bifhop  of  Winchefter,  who  had  hoped 
I  to  govern  the  kingdom,  had  no  fhare  in  the 
miniftry,  or  none  that  went   beyond  the  ap- 
I  pearance  and  form  of  being  called  to  a  coun- 
!  cil,  where  his  opinion  was   hardly  ever  fol- 
lowed,  but  when  it  might  help  to  confirm 
and   authorize   that  of  others,  who  had  the 
:  confidence    of    their    mafter.      Henry    was 
I  too  honefl  to  love,  too   wife  to   truft  him, 
and  too  ftrong   in   the  efleem  and  affeaiou 
of  the   publick  to  fear  his  refentment.     Dif- 
gufted  at  this  negledl,  and  imagining,   per- 
haps,  that  by  intriguing  with  the  pope,   or 
\  the  king  of  France,  againft  Henry,  he  might, 
;  be  able  to  revenge   himfelf  more   effedually 
•  on  the  latter,  and  with  greater  fafety  to  him- 
I  felf,  than  by  remaining  in  England,   he  pri- 
I  lately  fent  his  treafures  out  of  the  realm,  and 
!  rhen  left  it  himfelf,   without   the  permlffion 
'  of  his  foyereign,  who  immediately  gave  or- 
ders, 
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BOOK  II.  ders,  that  all  the  fix  caftles  belonging  to  hhn 
'  "  '  in  England  fliould  be  demolilhed. —  The 
blow  was  deciliv^e. —  It  broke  at  once  all  his 
military  power  in  this  kingdom  :  it  fhewed 
a  boldnefs  and  a  vigour  in  the  government, 
which  deterred  even  the  clergy  from  efpou-. 
iing  his  quarrel  ;  and  as  abroad  he  did  not 
find  the  fuppojt  he  expelled,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  fubmit^  and  fue  for  leave  to  return 
to  his  bifhoprick  ;  which  Henry,  who  had 
lufficiently  punifiied  and  humbled  him,  was 
willing  to  grant,  but  confined  him  to  his 
bare  epifcopal  duties.  In  this  retirement,  fo 
very  unfuitable  to  his  temper,  he  pined  fome 
years,  unattended  to,  and  ahnofl  forgotten 
by  the  publick ;  after  having  made  and  un- 
made kings,  and  governed  with  more  than 
legal  power !  Nor  can  there  be  a  greater 
proof  of  the  ftrength  of  the  crown  and  the 
wifdom  of  the  king,  than  that  fo  crafty  and 
bold  a  mail,  fo  fkilful  in  courts,  fo  verled  in 
f<i61ion,  could  neither  work  himfelf  into  the 
government,  nor  make  it  uneafy  ! 

Peace  and  obedience  belnff  thus  eftabliflied 
in  England,    Henry  had  leifure  to  attend  to 
his   foreign  ailairs.      His  firft  bufinefs  was,  to 
do   his  homage  to  Louis,  for  the  many  fiefs 
he  held  of  the  crown  of  France.     This  cere-  • 
mony   was  necellary  at  the  end  of  a  war,  in  i 
which  a  vaflal  had  fought   againfl:   his   fove*  - 
reign  ;  the   feudal  connexion   between   them 
.having  been  broken  :  and  therefore  it  ought 

tc 
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to  have  been  paid  by  Henry,  upon  the  con-J^OOK  IL 
clufion  of  the  peace,  the  year  before.  But^  ^ 
his  iicknefs,  wiiich  came  upon  him  imme- 
diately afterwards,  and  feme  affairs  of  im- 
portance, retarded  it  till  Stephen  died  ;  and 
then  he  was  forced,  as  foon  as  the  commo- 
Itions  in  Normandy  and  the  wind  and  fea 
would  permit,  to  haften  to  England.  During 
nis  ftay  in  this  Ifland,  to  prevent  the  king  of 
France  from  taking  any  umbrage  at  this  neg- 
kd,  or,  rather  becaufe  he  was  fenfible  that 
feme  had  been  taken,  he  wrote  to  that  mo- 
aarch,  and  aflured  him  of  his  willingnefs  to  v.  Ductiefnc, 
pay  the  fame  homage  which  he  had  paid  him  ^-^^'^P'^^- 
before,  for  all  the  dominions  which  he  held  i^eb.  Franc 
of  his  crown,  on  condition  of  fuch  a  reciprocal epift.  58. 
engagement  from  him  as  the  duty  of  a  feudal 
lord  to  his  vaflal  required.  It  was  the  more 
neceflary,  at  this  time,  that  fuch  an  affurance 
!hould  be  given,  becaufe,  Henry  the  Firfl 
laving  difputed  the  nature  of  the  homage 
which  was  due  to  the  crown  of  France  from 
fhe  dutchy  of  Normandy,  and  having  refufed 
:o  pay  it  in  the  ufual  manner,  it  might  be 
ipprehended,  that  his  grandfon,  being  now 
king  of  England,  would  make  the  fame  dif- 
iculty,  though  he  had  fubmitted  to  it  before 
his  elevation  to  that  rank.  But  he  avoided 
my  occaiion  of  a  quarrel  with  Louis,  efpcci- 
^lly  one  not  well  grounded  -,  and  declared, 
in  the  fame  letter,  that,  out  of  obedience,  re- 
'^pedl^  and  affection  to  that  prince^  he  would 
conclude  a  peace  with  the  earl  of  Blois,  by 
%  re- 
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BOOK  n.  referring  their  differences  to  an  amicable  ai*- 

*       ^~"^  bitration.     Thus  he  kept  every  thing   quiet 

in  France,  till  he  had  leifure  to  go  thither, 

which   he  did  very  early  in  the  year  eleven 

Gerv.  Chron.  hundred  and  fifty-fix.      He  then    performed 

aLn.'?is6."  his   homage  to  Louis  for  Normandy,  Aqui- 

Hoveden,  fub  taine,'"Anjou,    Maine,    and  Touraine.     That 

ann.1155.     j^onarch  had   reaion  (as  a   French  hiftorian 

H.de  France,  well  obfe'rves)  to  tremble  when  he  received  it  \ 

fubann.1156. '-pj-^g  conjun(Slion  of  fo  many   and  fuch  great 

feudal  territories,  imder  one  vaiTal,   had  nevei 

happened  before    in  the    French    monarchy, 

and  gave   no  fmall  alarm  to  France,  as  tht 

perfon  in  whom  they  were  united  was  alfc 

king  of  England.     If  Louis  had  taken  all  oc- 

cafions  to  diminifh  this  formidable  power,  h( 

would    have    a£led   with    prudence :    but  h( 

negleded  a  good  one,   which   prefented  itfel: 

to  him  foon  after  this  time. 

V.Neubilg.  jj.  i-^^g^  before,  been  told,  how  Henrj 
Plantagenet  had  very  unwillingly  been  com 
pelled,  at  the  death  of  his  father,  and  befon 
the  body  of  that  prince  was  buried,  to  fwea; 
that  he  would  perform  every  article  of  hi 
Chron.Norm.will.  Agreeably  to  that  oath,  he  ihould 
(ubann.  1145- after  he  had    pained  pofleffion   of   Enoland 

Gerv.  Chron.  o  ^  r     a     •  t" 

ctDiceto  have  reiigned  the  earldoms  or  Anjou,  lou 
Imag.  hill,  j-aine,  and  Maine,  to  Geoffry,  his  younge 
Bvompt/chr!  brother.  But,  as  foon  as  he  was  crownec 
p.  1048.  he  applied  to  Rome  for  relief  from  the  obi 
gation  of  this  oath  :  reprefenting  to  the  pop 
that  he  had  taken  it  by  conflraint,  and  in  al: 

folui 
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Iblute  Ignorance  of  what  his  father's  will  BO  OK  II. 
contained,  which  he  objeded  to,  in  this  par- '  ^  '■» 
ticular,  as  being  unjuft;  becaufe,  againft 
the  cleareft  principles  of  natural  right,  with- 
out his  having  committed  any  fault  or  offence, 
it  deprived  him  of  his  whole  paternal  inhe- 
,  ritance. 

The  Roman  fee,   lince  firft  it  affumed  an 
lauthority  of  difpeniing  with  oaths,   has  very 
ifeldom   refufed,   upon   proper   application,  to 
reconcile    the    religion    and    confcience    of  a 
prince,    with  his    interefts,    or  his  paffions  ; 
unlefs    when    another     prince,    of     greater 
power,    or   more  a  friend  to  the   interefts   of 
the  papacy,  has  oppofed  the  requeft.     Henry 
was  a  great  king  :  his  brother  was   a  fubje(S, 
who  had  no  weight  in  the  balance  of  power 
;in  Europe;  which  was  ufuaily  examined  by 
the  cafuifts  of  the  Vatican  with  much  more 
attention  than    the   niceties   of  the    cafe   re- 
ferred   to    their   judgement.     It  is  not  very 
)  certain    whether    Anaftaiius  the   Fourth,    or 
:  Adrian  the   Fourth,  was   then  Pontiff:    but 
either  of  them  was   in  circumftances  to  ren- 
I  der  him  very  defirous  of  Henry's  friendffiip. 
And,   as  there  was  really  fomething   hard   in 
the  cafe  of  that  prince,  the  difpenfmg  power 
of  Rome  was  plaufibly,  as  well  as   ufefully, 
I  cxercifed    in    his    behalf   on    this    occalion, 
;  Being  thus  releafed    from  his  oath,  he  paid 
no  regard,  either  to  the  will  of  his  father,  or 
the  complaints  of  his  brother.     It  could  not 
indeed    be   expelled    that   he   fhould,     after 
'  Geoffry 
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BOOK  II.  GeofFry  had  openly  joined  with   his  enemies 

-  ' to  feize  thofe  dominions  by  force  of    arms, 

when  he  had  no  title  to  them,  even  allowing 
the  will  to  be  obligatory  upon  Henry :  as  it 
was  done  before  that  prince  had  pofTeffion  of 
England.  Confidering  the  time  when  he 
entered  into  that  league,  and  the  whole  pur- 
port of  it,  one  cannot  be  much  furprifed, 
that  the  affedion  of  Henry  fhouid  be  cooled 
tow.ards  a  brother,  who  had  fo  unnaturally 
covenanted  his  utter  deftruftion.  But  though 
GeofFry  had  abundant  caufe  to  be  very  well 
fatisfied  with  having  been  pardoned  for  a  trea- 
fon  of  fo  heinous  a  nature,  he  would  neither 
relinqui(h  his  pretenfions  to  the  earldoms,  nor 
receive  fome  compenfations,  offered  to  him 
by  Henry,  whom  he  went  to  vifit  at  Rouen, 
together  with  his  uncle  and  aunt,  the  count 
and  countefs  of  Flanders,  foon  after  the  re- 
turn of  that  king  into  Normandy  from  his 
late  interview  with  Louis,  which  feems  to 
have  been  held  in  the  French  Vexin.  What 
thefe  compenfations  were,  hiftory  does  not 
inform  us :  but  we  are  told  that  he  departed 
in  great  difcontent,  and  going  to  his  caftles 
jnfefled  from  thence  the  whole  country  round 
about  them.  As  there  was  in  all  the  three 
earldoms  no  fmall  number  of  the  nobility  and 
principal  gentry,  who  wifbed  rather  to  be  : 
governed  by  a  prince  of  their  own,  refiding  ', 
conftantly  among  them,  and  one  whofe  power 
they  did  not  fear,  than  by  an  abfent  and  po- 
tent monarch,  GeofFry  might  have  excited  a 

dangerou? 
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Idangerous   revolt  in  thofe   parts,   if   Henry,BOOK  II. 
Iwhofe  vigilance  was  never  furprifed,  had  not,  ^      ""'' 
immediately    upon  his    departure,    aliembled 
an  army,  with  which  he  marched  to  oppofe 
him,    and    having    divided    them    into    two 
.bodies   laid  fiege  at  the  fame  time  to  two  of 
his  caftles,   Mirebeau  in  Anjou,  and   Chinou 
in  Touraine.     Nature  and  art  had  united   in 
ifbrtifying  the  latter  :  but  nothing  could  then 
ij-efiil  the  force  of  Henry's  arms.     Both  caftles 
swere  taken  ;  and  the  rebel  prince  was  com^ 
pelled,  with  equal    forrow  and  (hame,    once 
more  to  have  recourfe  to  the  clemency  of  his 
ibrother,    which    ingratitude    itfelf  could  not 
i weary  out.     Upon  his  furrendering  the  caftle 
\of  Loudon,  his  only  remaining  fbrtrefs,  Henry 
fettled  on  him  a  penfion  of  a  thoufand  pounds 
of  EngliOi  money  and  two  thoufand  Angevin  ; 
I; and  left  him  the  lands  belonging  to  his  caftles, 
[but    leveled    theie  to  the    ground ;    thus,  at 
^pnce,    giving    him    a    maintenance    not    un^ 
Ifuitable  to  his  rank,  and  taking  from  him  the 
J  means    of   railing    new    difturbances.      The  See  the  note 
pabove- mentioned  ium  was  equal  to  an  income^J  j^J^^*^ 
I  of  twenty-two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  the  end  of  the 

of  our  money  in  thefe  days,  befides  the  re^t'-^"'!  vQlume, 
[venues  arifing  from  his  lands:  and  it  would 
I  have  been  well  if  proviiions  of  the  fame  na^- 
\l\xve  had  always  been  made  for  the  younger 
j. brothers  of  kings  or  princes,  inilead  of  ap- 
I  penages,  which  gave  them  the  pofleifion  of 
^fbrtredes,  by  which  their  ambition  was  often 

tempted  to  carry  them  into  faction  and  civil 

war. 
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BOOK  II.  ^^^j-^  Neverthelefs  it  is  certain,  that,  by  all 
the  rules  of  good  policy,  the  king  of  France 
fliould  have  fupported  GeofFry's  claim,  and 
given  him  the  inveftiture  of  the  three  earl- 
doms; in  order  to  feparate  thofe  dominions 
from  Normandy  and  Aquitaine,  and  thereby 
leffen  the  power  of  Henry  in  that  kingdom : 
but  he  overlooked  this  great  intereft ;  of 
thought,  that,  having  ib  lately  received  ho* 
mage  from  him  for  all  his  territories  in  France, 
including  the  three  earldoms,  he  could  not, 
at  this  time,  difpute  his  title  to  them,  efpe- 
cially  as  it  was  ftrengthened  by  the  autho* 
rity  of  the  pope,  to  which  he  paid,  on  all 
occafions,  an  implicit  refpe^:.  This  acquis 
efcence  on  his  part  was  of  much  advantage 
to  Henry  ;  who  alfo  found  his  account  in  the 
advances  he  had  made,  not  long  before,  to- 
wards a  peace  with  the  earl  of  Blois,  which 
Vi  Duchefne,  tied  the  hands  of  that  prince,  and  prevented 
t.  iv^epift.  j^|g  giving  any  affiftance  to  GeofFry.  Indeed, 
Keb.  Franc,  it  evidently  appears,  by  the  ads  of  a  council 
epift.  57.59.  which  Louis  held,  this  year  at  Soiffons,  that 
fubann^i^sc.^he  fettling  a  general  peace  in  the  kingdom 
of  France,  and  reftoring  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  other  fruits  of  tranquillity,  was 
the  objed:  that  the  king,  and  all  his  princi- 
pal feudatories,  had  moft  at  heart  :  of  which 
difpoiition  Henry  availed  himfelf  in  this  con* 
jundure.  As  to  the  jullice,  or  moral  redi-' 
tude,  of  his  proceedings  with  Geoffry,  which 
fome  hiftorians  have  condemned  with  moft 
fevere    reproaches,  he  would  certainly    have 

been 
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been  a  more  pious  fbn,   if  he  had  not  ditBOOK  ir. 
puted  his    father's    will:    but   whether  that'       """^ 

(  will  was  ec^uitable  in  itfelf,  or  whether  his 
brother  defetved  from  him  more  kindn^fs  thari 

i  he  met  with ^  may  well  be  queftioned. 

j  ;    England  feems  not  to  have  taken  any  pare 

j  in  this  war :  but  Henry  was  attended,  through- 
out the  \^hole  expedition,  by  his  chancellor,  Gerv.  Chi^n; 

'  Becket,     This  minifter  was  now  become  his  ^"^^"-'^o^^* 

,  .    -    ^  .  ,  ,  .  -  et  in  act.  roa- 

Cnier  favourite,  and  made  a  very  immoderate  tif.  Cantuar. 
i  life  of  his  favour.     Employments  and  trufts^^^''^^^^^" 
'  of  all  kinds  were  heaped  upon  him,  without  chrcnT"* 
!  meafure  or  propriety.     Beiides  the  office  ofp-^psS. 
chancellor  and  d  fcaridalous  hiimber  of  eccle-  Bofeham  et 
fiaftical   benefices,    he  had  royal  caflles  and  Fitz-Stephen 
forts  committed  to  his  cuftody,  the  tempo- ^^^"^^^^^^" 
i  taHties  of  vacant  prelacies,  arid  the  efcheats 
of  great    baronies    belonging  to  the    crown. 
The  revenues  of  thefe  he  made  ufe  of,  with 
\  the  fame  freedom  as  if  they  had  been   his 
I  dwn  rents ;    perhaps,  for  the  general  fervice 
I  of  his   nlafter,  but  without  keeping  any  re»V.EpM.  S. 
8'ular  or  firid  account,  and   certainly   with  "^^aT' ^*  ^'* 
great  appearance  of  a  molt  extravagant  pro- 
digality and  oftentation  in  hinlfelf :    fb  unli- 
mited was  the  confidence  that  Henry  placed  Y-  Auaores 
in  him!    Indeed  he  feemed    almoft  to  fhare^^''^  "^*^! 
the  throne  with  his  fovereigu.     And  It  muft 
j  be    confeft,    that,    if  fuch  a  participation  of 
j  the  royal  authority  could  have  been  juftified 
by  the  accompllfh meats  and  talents  of  a  rni- 
riifter,  it  would  have  been  fo  by  his.     For  he 
pofieflTed  all   the  qualities   that    could    moft 
Vol,  IL  Y  power- 
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BOOK  II.  powerfully  engage  the  afFe<^ions  of  a  prince, 
'  who  had  a  judgement,  capable  of  difcerning  and 

a  heart  formed  to  love  exttaordinary  merit,  but 
a  temper  that  required  fome  delicacy  of  addrefs 
in  thofe  who  approached  him  very  nearly,  and 
that  yielded  moft  to  thofe  friends  whofe  cha- 
racter  appeared  moil  to  fympathife  v^'ith  his  . 
own.    The  perfon  of  Becket  was  graceful,  and 
his  countenance  plealing:    his  wit  was  lively 
and  facetious,  his  judgement  acute,  his  elo- 
quence flowing  and  fweet,  his  memory  vaft  and 
ready  on  all  occafions.    The  time  he  had  pafied 
in  that  fchool  of  the  moft  exquifite  policy,  the 
court  of  Rome,  had  greatly  improved  and  re- 
fined his   underftanding.     Nor  was  his  capa- 
city limited  to  the   fphere  of  bufmefs.     He 
made   himfelf  a  perpetual   companion  to  the 
king  in  moft    of  his    pleafures,    and    fell-in 
with  all  his  taftes  fo  eafily  and  fo  naturally, 
that  in  paying  his  court  he  feemed  only  to  in- 
dulge his  own  inclinations.     There  was  a  cer- 
tain inexprefTible  grace  in  his  manners,  given  j^ 
by  nature,  but  helped  by  art,  which  rendered.^ 
his  virtues  more  amiable,  and  even  his  vices 
agreeable.     Thus  his  profuienefs  and  often- 
tation   appeared  like  generofity  and  greatnefs  ,, 
of  fpirit.     Nor  was  he  indeed  devoid  of  thefei 
good  qualities ;    but  he  carried  them  beyond  ] 
their  proper  bounds.     His  expence  w^as  enor- .j 
mous  ;  and  Henry  would  have  been  jealous:) 
of  it,  as  intended  to  acquire  too  much  popu- 
larity, if  he  had  not  been  perfuaded,  by  the 
addrefs  of  Becket,  that  all  this  magnificence, 

I  in 
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11  which  the  Ton  of  a  private  citizen  furpairedBOOK  ir. 
;ven  the  greateft  and  moft  opulent  earls,  was """  *' 
)nly  defigned  to  do  honour  to  his  bountiful 
inafter,  whofe  creature  he  was,  and  upon 
vhom  his  whole  fortune  muft  abfolutelj  de- 
fend. Yet,  amidft  the  luxury  in  which  he 
ived  for  feveral  years,  and  all  the  temptations 
if  a  court  where  gallantry  reigned,  he  was 
if  we  may  believe  the  writers  of  his  life) 
onftantly  temperate,  and  invincibly  chafte. 

Henry,  being  now  triumphant  in  Anjou, 
jiibligecl  all  the  nobility  of  Gafcony  and 
juienne  to  give  him  hoftages  for  their  future 
tdelity.  On  what  occafion  he  did  fo,  we  are 
bt  told :  but  he  had  doubtlefs  fome  ex- 
raordinary  caufe  to  fufpe6t  them  ;  perhaps  a 
Sifcovery  of  their  having  fecretly  intrigued 
nth  his  brother ;  which  confpiracy  might  be 
revented  from  taking  efFe6t,  by  the  vigilance 
t  his  government,  and  the  terror  of  his  arms, 
'or  it  is  not  very  probable,  that  GeofFry 
l^ould  have  dared  fo  inconfiderately  to  draw 
liofe  arms  on  himfelf,  if  he  had  not  relied 
n  fome  aid  ;  and  the  barons  of  Aquitaine, 
javing  been  long  weakly  governed  by  Henry's 
^redecellbrs,  were  impatient  of  reftraint,  and 
Irdne  to  rebellion.  But,  whatever  might  be 
he  motives  on  which  Henry  thought  it  ne- 
jeflary  to  take  this  precaution,  it  anfwered  his 
jurpofe  fo  well,  that,  for  many  years  after- 
jrards,  it  kept  thofe  provinces  in  peace  and 
bedience  to  his  government. 

Y  z  For-* 
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BOOK  11.      Fortune  was  fo  favourable  to  him  at  this 
Gerv  Chron.  time,  that  every  accident  added  to  his  ftrength. 
et  Dice  o,  iub  It  happened  that  the   count  and  countefs  of 
Chion.NJrm.^^^"^^^^  engaged  thenfifelves  by  a  vow  to  go 
p.  993.         this   year    on    a    pilgrimage    to    Jerufalem. 
Neubrigenfis, 'j^j^gy  thought  that  they  could  not  find  fo  fit 
Annai.'wav.  a  guardian,  in  their  abfence,  for  their  eldell 
fabann,ii57.  fon  Philip,  who  was  yet  an  infant,^  or  fo  re- 
fpeftable  a  prote6lor  for  their  dominions,  as 
Henry  their  near  kinfman,  and  faithful  friend. 
To  him  therefore  they  committed  the  care  of 
their  Ion,  and   the   regency  of  Flanders,  till 
they  (hould   return  from   the  eaft :    and  the 
young  prince  having  efpoufed  the  heirefs  oi 
Vermandois,  that   province  alfo  was  put  un- 
der his  government.     This  was  a  great  aug* 
mentation   of   his   power  on  the.  continent ; 
and  might  well  have  added  to  the  jealoufy  oj 
the  French  court :    but  he  ufed  his  utmoft  art 
to  quiet  their   apprehenlions  ;_  being  never  fc 
careful  to  pay  the  king  of  France  the  refpe£tj 
of  a  vaffal    and    the    regards  of  an  ally,  ai 
when   he  had  made^  or  was  endeavouring  tc 
make,    fome   acquiiition,   which   might  na- 
turally give  umbrage  to  him  and  his  king- 
dom.    The   afiairs   of  Flanders  were  fettled 
with  great  attention   and  great  wifdom,  b) 
their  new  governor ;    and  after  he  had  efta- 
tlifhed   fuch  order   and  harmony  in  all  hi 
territories  abroad,  that  he  brought  them  t( 
compofe  one  political  fyflem,  as  if  they  hac 
been  a  fingle  flate,.  he  returned  into  Englan< 

ii 
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'  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  BOOK  il, 
,  fifty-feven.  To  re-annex  to  that  kingdom  all 
the  provinces  it  had  loft  to  the  Scotch  and 
'  WeKh  under  the  late  unhappy  reign,  was  now 
•  the  principal  obje£l:  of  his  deiire.s,  and  the  ge- 
neral wifh  of  his  peopk. 

In   what  manner  his  great  iincle,  David, 
king  of  Scotland,    had    gained   poffeffion   of 
the  three  northern  counties,  and  had  brought 
him  to  take  an  oath  that  he  would  not  re- 
fume  them  in  cafe  he    fhould    recover   the 
'  throne  of  his  anceftors,  has   been  already  re- 
lated in   the  preceding   book.     The  title  of 
that  king,   or  of  his   fon,  to  thefe  provinces, 
even  as  fiefs  to  be  held  of  England,  under  ho- 
mage   and   fealty,    had    been    always    very 
doubtful.     By  what  right  either  of  them  laid 
claim  to  Weftmorland,    I    cannot   difcover« 
And  out  of  the  grant  which   Stephen    had 
made   of     Northumberland,    Newcaftle   and 
Bamburg  had  been  exprefsly  referved.     But 
David  had  feized  upon  more  than  he  had  a 
right   to   from  the   terms  of  that  compact, 
under  the  pretence  of  holding  thofe  provinces 
'  for  Matilda  ai:d  her  fon  ;  inftead  of  which,  he 
retained   and  left  them  to  his  own  grandfon, 
:  as  parts  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,   fepara- 
I  ted  from  England,  and   not  even  tied  to  it  by 
j  any  obligation  of  feudal  obedience.     It  could 
I  not  appear  to  the  Englifh  in  any  other  light, 
than  as  aii  acquifition  the  Scotch   had   made, 
by  taking  advantage  of  the  weuknefs  of  Eng- 
Y  3  land* 
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BOOK  IT.  land,  and  diftrefs  of  the  royal  family  in  a 
time  of  civil  war;  and  Henry's  council  fup- 
pofed,  that  he  might  with  equal  policy,  and 
with  more  juftice,  now  take  advantage  of  the 
weak  ftate  of  Scotland,  to  recover  to  his 
crown  its  antient  rights  and  pofleffions.  His 
former  obligations  to  the  Scotch  royal  family, 
for  their  having  affifted  his  mother,  and  con- 
ferred upon  himfelf  the  honour  of  knighthood, 
could  be  no  fufficient  argument  for  fuffering 
territories  of  fo  much  value  and  importance 
to  be  loft  to  his  kingdom ;  it  not  being  per- 
mitted to  a  king  to  be  grateful  at  the  expence 
of  his  people.  He  therefore  judged  it  necef- 
fary  to  regain  the  three  counties,  and  thought 
the  time  fo  favourable  for  fuch  a  demand, 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  negle6led.  The.  oath 
he  had  taken  was  the  fole  impediment  which 
ilood  in  his  way  :  but  againft  this  he  might 
plead,  that  it  had  been  impofed  upon  him, 
when  his  tender  age,  and  inexperience  in 
matters  of  government,  were  ftrong  objec- 
tions againft  the  validity  of  it;  efpecially  as 
the  alienation  of  thefe  dominions  had  not 
been  agreed  to  by  the  eftates  of  the  kingdom, 
whofe  confent,  in  all  monarchies  not  entirely 
defpotic,  is  neceliary,  to  confirm  an  aft  of 
this  nature.  He  might  alfo  alledge,  that  the 
only  confideration,  upon  which  he  could  be 
fuppofed  to  have  taken  fuch  an  oath  with- 
out fraud  or  force,  was  the  efficacious  af- 
fiftance  which  David  had  engaged  to  give 
him  in  England,  by  making  an  offenfive  war 

againll 
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againft  Stephen  :  but,  as  that  engagement  was  B  o  o  K  ir. 
not  kept,  he  was  confeqiiently  freed  from  his^        ^ 
j  part  of  the  compact.     Thefe  reafons  appeared 
fo  weighty,  and  made  his  confcience  lb  eafy, 
that  he  did  not  even  apply  to  the  papal  au- 
i  thority  for  relief  in  this  cafe ;  but,  fuppofing 
I   that  his  oath  was  void  in  itfelf,  fent  to  de- 
»  mand  the  immediate  reftitution  of  the  three 
,   counties.     His   embafTadors  were  ordered  to 
;  fay,  that  their  tnajier,    the  king   of  England,  ^'^^■'^^^^"^h- 
i  ought  not  to  be  defrauded  of  Jo  confiderable  apart^  "^'^*'* 

of  his  kingdom  ;  nor  could  he  patiently  fee  it  thus 
\  difmembered :  and  jufice  required,  that  territO' 
ries  gained  by  the  Scotch  in  his  name  fiould  be 
rejiored  to  him.  Upon  receiving  this  melTage, 
Malcolm,  who  w^as  then  but  in  his  feven- 
teenth  year,  or  rather  the  lords  cf  his  council, 
by  whofe  advice  he  was  governed,  thought  it 
neceffary  to  make  the  reftitution  demanded  ; 
prudently  confidering  (fays  William  of  New- 
bury, a  good  contemporary  hiftorian)  that^ 
with  regard  to  this  point,  the  king  of  Kngland 
was  no  lefs  firong  in  the  merits  of  his  caufe  than 
in  the  greatnefs  of  his  power.  But  although 
they  had  not  been  fo  abfolutely  convinced  of 
the  jufl^ice  of  his  claim,  as  that  writer  fup- 
pofes  ;  his  power  was  undoubtedly  fo  for- 
midable to  them,  and  the  ftate  of  their  go- 
vernment fo  infirm,  that  prudence  required 
them  to  make  this  facrifice  of  contefted  ac- 
quifitions,  rather  than  run  the  hazard  of  a 
war,  which  might  ruin  their  country.  And  Neubrlgenfis, 
Malcolm  might  the  more  eafily  give'  up^*^*^"^5' 
y  4  Nor- 
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BOOK  11.  Northumberland,  becaufe,  when  David,  hia 
grandfather,  declared  him  fuccejTor  in  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  He  affigned  that  pro- 
vince to  Wijliam,  his  younger  brother. 

Bbt  Ifenry  was  not  fatisfied  with  having 
vid.  Diceto  regained  the  three  counties.  He  likewife  in- 
^["^^^'"^i^^a.iifted,  and  not  without  an  ancient  claim, 
verienfes,  fubthat  Malcolm  fliould  acknowledge  hjmfelf  hi^ 
ann.  1157.  y^ff^i  for  Lothian.  This  earldom,  in  which 
Chron.Norm.  ^H  the  eaftern  parts  of  Scotland,  between  the 
Ch'rtirtjohan, Tweed  and  Firth  of  Forth,  ^yere  then  com- 
de  Waling-  prehcndcd,  had  been  granted  by  Edgar,  one 
M-Vei:mo-  °^  ^^'^  greatcft  Saxon  kings,  to  Kenneth  the 
nafto  p.  195.  Third,  under  condition  of  homage;  and  if 
'  does   not  appear  that  the  vaflalage  had  been 

ever  releafed,  to  him  or  his  fuccefibrs,  by 
any  other  king  of  England.  Malcolm  there- 
fore was  advifed  by  his  council  to  agree  to 
this  demand  likewife ;  and  the  Englifh  mo- 
narch conferred  on  him  the  earldom  of  Hun- 
•'SeeDugdaie'sfjj^j^JQj-,    apainft  the  claim  of  the  earl  of  Nor^ 

Baronage,  ,    ^  ^  1      r    r     1         -^  1      i    1       "        •       " 

Earl  OF  thampton,  to  whole  fatner  it  had  been  given 
NoRTHAMP-l^y  Stephen,  on  the  death  of  Henry  prince 
^°"'  of  Scotland.     Probably,  this  w-as  done  on  th^ 

foundation  of  the  grant  made  to  David,  Mal- 
colm's grandfather,  by  Henry  the  Firft ;  and, 
unlefs  the  right  of  the  other  family  to  the 
earldom  of  Huntingdon  had  been  fo  evidently 
certain,  in  juftice  and  law,  as  not  to  admit  of 
any  latitude  in  the  difpofal  thereof  by  the 
power  of  the  crown,  policy  required,  that, 
in  this  inftance,  fome  favour  fhould  be  (hewn 
to  the  Scotch  king  in  return  for  the  impor- 
■    '-    "    ••■■  ...  '     '^^tant 
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fant  conceffions  which  he  had  made  to  Eng- book  ii. 
laud,  ^ 

Thefe  northern  affairs  being  thus  fettled, 
Henry  now  turned  his  thoughts,  and  not 
without  fome  inquietude,  to  the  great  and 
dangerous  war  he  intended  to  make  againft 
the  Wellh. 

iVs  I  have  not  hitherto,  during  the  courie 
of  this  work,  given  any  diftinS  account  of 
that  ancient  people,  I  fhall  now  Iketch  out 
the  moft  important  outlines  of  their  hiftory 
down  to  the  times  of  which  I  write,  partly 
from  the  Welfh  chronicle  of  Caradoc  of 
Lhancarvon,  which  among  them  is  of  th^ 
greateft  authority  ;  and  partly  from  our  own 
writers.  In  doing  this,  I  (liall  fupply  fome 
material  omiffions,  which  I  defignedly  left  in 
the  preceding  hiftory  of  the  four  firft  Norman 
kings ;  becaufe  I  thought  it  would  be  better, 
that  their  tranfadions  with  the  Wehh,  which 
were  not  abfolutely  connei^ted  with  other  mat- 
ters there  related,  fhould  be  ihewn  together 
with  the  general  viev^  of  that  nation  prefented 
here. 

How  bravely  and  obftinately  the  Silures, 
Demetae,  and  Ordovlces,  who  iirft  inhabited 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  which  has  lince 
been  called  Wales,  refifted  the  all-conquer- 
ing power  of  Rome,  the  Roman  hiftorlans 
themfelves  declare.     W^en  that  nation  had 

entirely 
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BOOK  II.  entirely  relinquifhed  this  ifland,  about  the 
year  four  hundred  and  forty-eight,  thefe  va- 
liant people,  affifted  by  the  natural  ftrength 
of  their  country,  and  augmented  by  great 
numbers  who  fled  to  them  for  fafety  from 
the  invafion  of  the  Scotch,  the  Pids,  and 
the  Saxons,  preferved  themfelves  free  under 
their  own  form  of  government,  their  own 
laws,  and  their  own  princes;  while  all  the  reft 
of  South-Britain  was  over-run  and  lubdued  by 
foreign  arms. 

The  name  of  WelOi   was  given  to  them 
firfl:  by  the  Saxons,    and  is  derived   from  a 
contradion  of  Gwallilh,   or  Gaulifh,  denot- 
ing their  origin   from  the  Gauls :  but  they 
Call  themfelves  Cumri,  of  which  the  Latin 
name,  Cimbri,  given    to  a  Celtic    nation   of 
Germany,  was  probably  a  corruption.    Wales 
was   bounded    at   firil   by  the  Irifh   feas  and 
Dv.  Powell's  the   rivers    Severne  and   Dee.      But,  towards 
WeifhChron.^l-^g  end  of  the   eighth    century,    the  Welfli 
Camden's      were   driven    out   of  all    the    level  country, 
Britannia,      fituatcd  between  the   Severne   and   Wye,  by 
^kJre."*^'     ^ff^  th^  Great,  king  of  Mercia,  who  planted 
there  Englilli  colonies,   and  made   the    cele- 
brated dike,  Hill  called  by  his  name,  which 
extended,  from  north  to  fouth,   about  ninety 
miles,    running  along  the  iides  and  bottoms 
of  the  hills,    from    the  mouth    of  the  river 
Dee  to  that  of  the  Wye  near  Chepftow.     It 
is  thought  to  have  been  an  imitation  of  the 
ramparts   thrown   up   by    Agricola,    Adrian, 

and 
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and  Severus,  to  guard  the  Roman  province^ o ok  ii. 
agalnfl:  the  incurfions  of  the  northern  Bar- '  ^  ' 
barians :  but,  from  fome  remains  of  it,  which 
are  ftill  to  be  feen,  and  for  feveral  other 
reafons,  I  fhould  judge  that  it  was  rather  in- 
tended for  a  boundary,  to  feparate  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Englifh  from  thofe  of  the 
Welfh,  than  to  protect  the  former  as  a  for- 
tification. Whatever  the  intent  of  fo  vaft  a 
work  may  have  been,  the  labour  and  charge 
were  greater  than  the  benefit.  For,  foon 
after  OfFa's  death,  the  Welfh  again  extended 
their  dominions  beyond  that  dike,  forcing 
their  way,  like  a  rapid  torrent,  which  de- 
fcends  from  the  mountains  and  overflows 
the  plain  country.  Their  limits,  from  that 
time,  were  very  uncertain  ;  being  often  ad- 
vanced, or  fet  back,  as  the  fortune  of  war 
happened  to  change,  in  favour  of  them,  or 
of  the  Saxons.  In  the  ninth  century,  Eg- 
bert, fupreme  monarch  of  England,  won 
from  them  Chefter,  which  had  been  the  ca- 
pital feat  of  the  former  kings  of  North- 
Wales.  From  this  city  his  fucceffors  in- 
fefted  that  kingdom  with  perpetual  inroads ; 
and  the  WeKh  in  return  made  incurfions, 
with  great  fury,  into  the  counties  of  Eng- 
land that  bordered  upon  them :  each  nation 
keeping  up  an  implacable  hatred  againft  the 
mother,  and  adding  the  remembrance  of  an- 
cient animofities  to  every  new  quarrel.  TheV.  Chron, 
Saxon  chronicle  tells  us,  that  Ethel  wolf,  fon  ^^^'  ^'  ''5- 
to   Egbert,    fubdued   the  people   of   North-        ""'  ^^' 

Wales. 
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BOOK  II.  Wales.     It  alfo  appears,  from  AfTer's  hiftory 
"         of  King  Alfred  the  Great,  that  fome  of  the 
Wehli   princes   were  fubje6l    to    his  crown ; 
Chron.  Sax.  and   the    Welfli    chronicle    owns,    that    his 
ann.°933.      graodfon   Athelftan    entered    Wales    with  a 
great  army,  which  brought  the  kings  of  the 
country  to  pay  him  tribute,  and  acknowledge 
his  fovereignty :    but   they  did  not  continue 
V.  Senatus    ^q^j  JQ^g  in  this  ftate  of  fubjedion.     Among 
|Son"ticoHs     the  Saxon  laws,    publifhed  by  Wilkins,    we 
WaiiisE,Wii-  have   a  conftitution  agreed  to  by  the  legifla- 
kjns,  p.  125.  j-yj-gg  Qf  |3Qth  nations,  for  fecuring  the  peace 
of  the    borders,    which    feems  to  put   them 
upon    a  foot    of   independence  and  equality. 
It  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  made  in  the  reign 
of  Ethelred,  who  came  to  the  crown   in  the 
3^ear   nine  hundred    and   feventy- eight;    and 
before  that  time  we  find  the  Welfh  often  in 
arms  on  the  borders,  and  ihewing  little  obe- 
dience or  regard  to  the  fovereignty  of  Eng- 
land. 

In  the  year  eight  hundred  and  forty-three 
all  Wales  was  united  under  the  dominion  of 
Roderick,  furnamed  the  Great :  but  in  the 
year  eight  hundred  and  feventy- fix  that 
prince  again  divided  it,  by  a  tellamentary 
lettiement,  into  three  kingdoms,  Guyneth, 
or  North  Wales;  Deheubarth,  or  South- 
Wales  ;  and  Mathraval,  or  Powis-iand ; 
which  he  feverally  left  to  his  three  fons, 
who  were  all  crowned  and  called  kings  ;  but 
the  two  younger  were  iubordinate  to  the 
eldefl,  who  had  North- VV  ales,  and  held  his 

roy^il 
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royal  feat  at  AberfFraw  in  the  ifle  of  Angle- ^QQK  II. 
fey,   which   was   the   Mona   of  the  Britons. 
The  grandfon  of  Roderick,   Howel  Dha  (in  Welih  Chion.' 
EngUfh  Howell   the  Good),  about  the  year  ^' ■^^*  ^^* 
nine    hundred    and    forty,    obtained  the  fole 
dominion   of  all   the   three    kingdoms,    and 
made   a  reformation    of  their  political,    ci-  X;  Jr^^^  „ 
vil,    and    municipal   laws,    which   were   di-  Qui.  Wouon. 
gefted  by  him  iiitd  three  books.     This  code  V.  Praefation. 
is  ftill    extant,    and    has    been    publifhed    in^^'^*^^^^^ 
England  with  a  Latin  tranflation,  but  mixed 
with  other  inftitutions  of  a  much  later  date, 
many  of  which  are  flri6lly  feudal,  and  there- 
fore muft  have  been  chiefly  derived  from  the 
Normans.     The  entire   agreement   of  others 
with  the  laws  of  the  Saxons  feems  to  indi- 
cate  that   they    were    occafionally    borrowed 
from  thence,  and  adopted  by  Howell ;  though 
the  fimilar  genius   of  the    Britifh  Celts  and 
the  Germans  may  have  alfo  produced  fome 
refemblance  and   conformity  in  the  more  an- 
cient cuftoms  of  the  two  nations.     AmongJ-^^^^'^^^^'' 
thofe  that  appear  to  be  purely  and  originally  5 ^J^'gl'ei^^* 
Britifh,    one   may    difcover  a  great   deal    ofi^^^^^s  alias. 
barbarifm,  and  many  things  that  required  a 
further   reformation.      The  beft  that  can  be 
laid  of  the  policy  of  the  Welfh  government, 
is,  that  there  was   in  it  no  tindure  of  def- 
potifm.     The  nobles  and  clergy  were  con- 
fulted   in   all   matters   of  flate  :    the   people 
were  free,  and   feem  to  have  affifled  in  the 
making  of  laws  and  other  ads  of  great  mo- 
ment.    They  were  opprefl  by  no  taxes,  nor 

by 
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BOOK  n.  by  any  toilfome  work;    and  to  this  an  an* 

{T^j^id.    cient  author,  who  was  himfelf  of  that  nation, 

Cambrenf.  de  afcribes   their  magnanimity  and  courage  in 

Wal£^^*''^o^  war.     For  nothing  (fays  he)  fo  raifes  and  ex^ 

'  ekes  the  minds  of  men  to  brave  adiions^  as  the 

chearfulnefs  of  liberty :    nothings    on   the   con* 

irary,  fo  dejedis  and  difpirits  them^  as  the  op' 

prefjion    of  fervitude.      But,    in    truth,     the 

Wellh  were  fo  far  from  fubmitting  to  fervi- 

tilde,  that  they  could  fcarce  endure  govern* 

menf.     Their    liberty    bordered   too   nearly 

upon  anarchy,  being  rather  that  of  a  favage 

than   a  civilized  people.     The   whole    con- 

flitution    was    ill-framed,    either    to    poli(h 

their    manners,    or  to   lecure    the     internal 

peace  of  the    country;    none   under  heaven 

having   been   ever  more    agitated   with  civil 

commotions,    which    were  fo  frequent   and 

violent  in  all  parts  of  Wales,  that  very  few 

of    their    princes    died    natural    deaths,    for 

either  they  were    flain    in    wars    with   each 

other,  or   murdered  by  others   of  the   fame 

family,  who,   for  want  of  a  determined  rule 

of  fucceffion,  or  by  the  power  of  fa£lions, 

V.  Dr.  Pow-  afpired  to  the  government.     Qjie  great  caufe 

Chror'^'^ar  ^^   ^^^^^    ^^^^  ^^^'     ^^^'^^  ^^^  °^^  BrltiOl    CuftoQl 

58,  ^9,  60.  '  of  dividing  the  eftate  of  the  father,  in  equal 
Giraid.  Cam- fb ares,  among"  the  fons,    baftards  as  well  as 

brenf.  de  II-  ,       .  •  ?      j    j  ^  i      ^  •      ..       ' 

laudabiiibus    legituTiate,  extended,   not   only  to  private  m- 

Walliae,  c.  9.  heritances,  but  to  the  inferior  chieftains,  or 

princes   in  the  feveral  diflridts  ;  and  even  to 

the  royal  families  in  all  the  three  kingdoms  ; 

the  eldefl  fon  having  no  more  than  a  kmd  of 

titular 
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titular    fovereigtity   over   the   younger:    nor ^0  0 Kir. 
was    that      preference     always     given,     but^ 
fpmetlmes  all  the   fons  of  a   dead    monarch 
governed  jointly,  which  produced  the  utmoft 
confufion,    and,    in   feveral     in  fiances,    elec- 
tion, or  force   of  arms,    conferred  the  chief 
rule  upon  one  of  the  younger  fons,  or  per- 
Ihaps  upon  fome    other  more  diflant  kinfman. 
What  aggravated   this   mifchief  was  another  V.  Weldi 
ancient  cuftom,  which  prevailed  among  the  ^^™^' p*  i^'» 
chieftains   and   kings   of  Wales,    of  fending  p.  ^3"  63. 
out  their  infant  fons,  to  be  iiurfed  and  bred  ^eeaifo 
up    in   different   families   of   their    principal  f'^y^'^^j^^^^' 
nobles   or  gentry ;    from  whence   it   enfued,  de  iiiaudabl- 
that  each  of  thefe   fofter-fathers,    attaching:  ^^^"^  ^'^^^^^^*» 
himfelf  with  a  flrong,  paternal  affedlion,  to 
the  child  he  had  reared,   and  being  incited 
by  his   own   intereft   to  defire  his  advance- 
ment   above    his    brothers,    endeavoured    to 
procure  it  by  all  the   means   in   his  power. 
Thus,  as  mofl  of  their, kings  cohabited  with 
ifeveral  women,  who  generally  brought  them 
•  |tnany  children,    feveral  parties   were  formed 
ilamong   their   nobility;    which  breaking  out 
at  their  deaths  involved  their  refpe<£tive  king- 
doms in  blood   and  confufion.     Minors  were 
-never   allowed    to    reign:    but  it  often   hap- 
pened, that,  when  a  prince,  excluded   in   his 
infancy,     attained    to     manhood,      he    then 
■afpired  to  the  throne,  which,  on   account  of 
I  ijiis  nonage,  he  had  formerly  loll:,  and  found 
I  a  party  to    aflill:    him   in    thoie    pretendons. 
Thus,  after  the  deceafe  of  Howell  Dha,  the 

king- 
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BOOK  11.  kingdoms  of  Wales  were  again  divided  inta 
'         different  portions,   and  perpetually   harrafled 
with   different    claims.     They    were    indeed 
re-iinited  under  Meredyth,   Howell's  grand-, 
fon  t  but  his  reign  was   unfortunate  and  of 
fhort   continuance:    for   he   was   fo   infefled" 
with   the   piratical    defcents   of    the    Danes, 
that,    after    St.   David's,    and    other    places 
upon  the   coafls  of  South- Wales,  had  been 
deftroyed  by  their   ravages,    he   was   forced 
to  deliver  himfelf  from  them,  by  a  compo- 
fition  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  firfl  Dane-^  > 
geld  of  the  Saxons,  viz.  to  pay  them  a  ca- 
pitation,   at   the   rate   of  a  penny  for  every', 
man   in  that  kingdom.     This  only  alluredl 
their  countrymen   to  other   invafions,    with'l 
lefs  fear  of  refiftance,  and  more  affurance  ofi 
gain.      While    Meredyth's    arms   were   em- ' 
ployed  in  a  civil  war  with  the  fon  of  his  elder  i 
brother    Eneon,    who  laid   claim  to   South-  ■ 
WelfliChron.  Wales,  the  Northern  corfairs  landed  in  Ari- 
P*  73*  9i»     glefey,  and  defolated  the  whole  ifland.     As^ 
publick   misfortunes  are   always    charged   to' 
the  fault  of  the  government,  the  people  of' 
North- Wales    revolted,    and    chofe   another 
king.     Great  diforders   enfued  ;  till   the  un- 
happy Meredyth  dying,  without  ilRie  male,'^ 
in  the  year  nine  hundred  and  ninety-eight;': 
Lhewelyn  ap  Sitiylth,   who  had  married  his 
daughter,   fucceeded  to  him  in  South- Wales, 
and  foon  obtained,  by  force  of  arms,   the  two 
other   kingdoms.     The  Wehli  chronicle,  to 
exprefs  the   felicity  of  his  reign,  fays,  that, 
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in  his  time,  the  earth  brought  forth  douhk  /o  B  O  O  K  II. 
what  it  produced  in  the  times  before-pajl :  the 
people  profpered  in  all  their  affairs^  and  multi-^ 
plied  ivonderfully  ;  the  cattle  increafed  in  great 
numbers  ;  fi  that  there  was  not  a  poor  man  in 
Wales,  from  the  fouth  to  the  north  fea ;  but 
s  every  man  had  plenty^  every  houfe  a  dweller ^ 
and  every  town  inhabitants.  Yet  he  was  not 
exempt  from  the  ufual  deftiny  of  the  other 
Welfti  kings.  The  fons  of  Edwin  ap  Eneon 
rebelled  againfl  him,  and  flew  him:  but 
Gryffyth,  his  fon,  revenged  his  death  ;  drove 
Howell,  the  fon  of  Edwin,  out  of  South- 
Wales  ;  and  killed  in  battle  another  prince, 
who  had  lately  obtained  the  fovereignty  of 
North- Wales,  not  without  a  good  title,  if  any 
title  but  force  of  arms  could  have  availed  in 
that  nation. 

Gryffyth    was   the    firfl:,    and,    I  believe, V.Flot. wig. 
:  the  only  Welfti  kins;  that  ever  had  a  navy  :  f  ^*  Duncim. 
a  few  mips  or  war  havmg  been  built  for  his  1064. 
fervice  in  fome  foreign  country,  and  manned 
with  foreign   failors.     He  could  not  be  fur- v.  Gimld. 
i  niflied  with  either  among  his  own  fubjeds  i^^"^!^*^^^"^' 
\  for  Giraldus  Cambreniis  informs  us,  that  the  ibriptio,' c.  8, 

Welfli  had  no   fhips  but  fuch  as  were  ufed  ^7' 

I  by  the  Britons,  their  anceftors  ;  fmall  wicker- 

(  boats,  that  were  covered  with  hides,  and  had 

j  neither  oars  nor  fails.     On  what  occafion  this 

fleet,    which   was   fo  great  a  novelty  to  his 

people,  was  provided  by  this  prince,  we  are 

j  not  told :    but,  I  prefume,  he  defigned  it  to 

\  protedt  them  from  the  ravages  of  the  Danes 

Vol.  1L  %  and 
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BOOK  II.  and  Norwegiatis.     Howell,  having  attempted, 

WdihChw^. ^y  ^^^^  h^^P  ^^  ^^^^®  ^^^^  other  foreigners,  to 
lit  iiipra.  regain  from  him  South- Wales,  was  totally 
defeated  in  a  pitched  battle,  and  hardly 
efcaped  with  his  Ufe.  But  an  honourable  death 
in  the  field  would  have  faved  him  from  a 
greater  misfortune :  for  his  wife,  whom  he  ' 
had  brought  to  be  a  witnefs  of  the  triumph 
which  he  confidently  hoped  to  obtain  over 
Gryffyth,  was  taken  prifoner  by  that  king  j 
who,  Uking  her  beauty,  kept  her  for  his 
concubine.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  he  loft 
any  reputation  among  his  own  people  by  fo 
brutal  a  rape ;  the  Welfh  fuppofing,  that 
whatever  belonged  to  the  conquered  was  a 
lawful  prey  to  the  conquerors,  their  wives 
themfelves  not  excepted.  The  unfortunate 
hufoand,  reinforced  by  another  army  of  Eng- 
liih  and  Danes,  made  a  new  effort,  not  long 
afterwards,  to  recover  the  poflbffion  of  his 
wife  and  kingdom ;  but  was  vanquifhed  and 
flain  in  the  conteft.  Other  competitors  arofe 
againft  Gryftyth  j  for  not  even  the  greateft 
victories  could  give  to  thefe  princes  any  fecu- 
rity  in  their  power:  but  heovercame  all  his 
adverfaries  by  fair  and  open  force  in  the  field. 
Nor  did  he  confine  his  valour  within  his  own 
V.  Chron.  territories.  In  conjunction  with  Algar  earl 
?ois'^t'i'69>f  Chefter,  who  had  been  banifhed  from 
England  as  a  traitor  in  the  reign  of  Edward  ,1 
the  Confefibr,  he  marched  into  Herefordfhire,  , 
and-  wafted  all  that  fertile  country  with  fire 

v.Fior.wig.  ^^^j  fword,  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  bro- 
P.  6.3. 6.9.  ^  jl^,^ 
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tfier  Rhees,  whofe  head  had  been  brought ^^^^^^  ^^: 
to  Edward,  in  purfuance  of  an  order  feiit  by 
that  king,  on  account  of  the  depredations 
which  he  had  committed  againfl  the  Engh(h 
on  the  borders.  To  ftop  thefe  ravages,  the 
earl  of  Hereford,  who  was  nephew  to  Ed- 
ward, advanced  with  an  armv,  not  of  Eng;- 
li(h  alone,  but  of  mercenary  Normans  and 
French,  whom  he  had  entertained  in  his 
fervice,  againft  Gryffyth  and  Algar.  He 
met  them  near  Hereford,  and  offered  them 
battle,  which  the  Weldi  m.onarch,  who  had 
won  five  pitched    battles    before,    and  never 

:  had  fought  without  conquering,   joyfully  ac- 

jcepted.    The  earl  had  commanded'  his  EngliOi 

'  forces  to  fight  on  horfeback,  in  imitation  of 
the  Normans,  againft:  their  ufual  cuftom  : 
but  the  Welfh  making  a  furious  and  terrible 

I  charge,  that  nobleman  himielf,  and  the  fo- 
reign cavalry  led  by  him,  were  fo  daunted  at 
the  view  of  them,  that  they  fliamefuliy  fled 

\  without  fighting ;  which  being  feen  by  the 
Engliih,  they  alfo  turned  their  backs  on  the 
enemy,  who,  having  killed  or  wounded  as 
many  of  them  as  they  could  come  up  with  in 

''  their  flight,  entered  triumphant  into  Hereford, 
fpoiled  and  fired  the  city,  razed  the  walls  to 
the  ground,  (laughtered  feme  of  the  citizens, 
led   many  of  them  captive,   and  (to  ufe  the 

!  words  of  the  WeKh  chronicle)  lefi  nothing  in 
the  town  hut  blood  and  aJJjes.     After  this  ex- 

i  jloit,  they  immediately  returned  into  Wales, 
"L  z  undoubtedly 
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BOOK  II.  undoubtedly  from   a  defire  of  fecuring  their 

*"^      ^~     '  prifoners,     and    the    rich    plunder    they    had 

gained.     The    king   of  England,    hereupon, 

commanded    Earl  Harold    to  colled   a   great 

army  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and,  af- 

fembling   them  at  Glocefter,  advanced  from 

thence,  to  invade  the  dominions  of  Gryffyth 

in  North-Wales,     He   performed   his  orders, 

and  penetrated  into  that  country   without  re- 

fiftance  from  the  Welih ;  Gryffyth  and  Algar 

retiring    into    fome    parts    of    South- Wales. 

What  were  their  reafons  for  this  condu6l,  we 

are   not  well  informed  ;  nor  why  Harold  did 

not  purfue  his  advantage  againfl  them :  but  it 

appears  that  he  thought  it  more  advifeable,  at 

this  time,  to  treat  with,   than  fubdue,  them ; 

for  he  left  North- Wales,   and  employed  him- 

felf  in  rebuilding  the  walls  of  Hereford,  while 

negociations  were  carrying  on  with  Gryffyth, 

which  foon  afterwards  produced  the  reflora- 

tion  of  Algar,  and  a  peace  with  that  king,  not 

very  honourable  to  England ;  as  he  made  no  fa- 

tisfaftion  for  the  mifchief  he  had  done  in  the 

war,  nor  any  fubmiffions  to  Edward.    Harold,  i 

muff,   doubtlefs,  have  had  fome  private  and  ! 

forcible   motives  to    conclude  fuch  a  treaty. 

Flot-.Wigom.'j^|-ie  ygj-y  next  year,  the  Wellh  monarch,  upon 
p.  630.  fub        ,    ^      -^       ,    -^       '  ^  J  '.    ^ 

ann.  10-6.    what  quarrel  we  know  not,  made  a  new  mcur- 

iion  into  England,   and   killed  the  bilhop  of 

Hereford  ;  the  fheriff  of  the  county  ;  and  many 

more  of  the   Englifh,  both  ecclefiafticks  and 

laymen.     Edward  was   counfelled  by  Harold  i 

and 
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and   Leofrick  earl  of  Mercia  to  make  pence ^OOK  H. 
with  him  again;  which  he  again  broke:  norYvXfhciiron. 
could  he   be   retrained   by   any  means  from  p.  100,  loi. 
thefe   barbarous   inroads,   before  the  year  one 
thoufand    and    iixty-three;     when     Edward,  v.  Chron. 
whofe  patience  and  pacific  difpofition  had  been  pj^^;  ^"r?';'^'''^' 
too  much  abufed,  commiffioned  Harold  to  af- .t  Chron. 
femble   the  whole  flrensth   of  the  kingdom,  l'<;"^'<^'^^"g^"- 
and  make  war  upon  him  in  his  own  country,  1064,  106/. 
till  he  had  fubdued  or  deftroyed  him.     ThatMaimft.  de 
general  a6led  fo  vigo'roufly,  and  with  lo  muchj^  ^l'^^  \^'    ' 
celerity,   that  he  had  like  to  have  furprifedWeifh  chron. 
him  in  his  palace:  but,  juft  before  the  Eng-P*. ^°['  ^°^' 
lifli  forces  arrived  at  his  gate,  having  notice  ofcamb.de 
the  danger  that  threatened  him,  and  feeing  no li|.^"^'^bii. 
other  means  of  fafety,  he  threw  himfelf,  withg/  ^^''^•7* 
a  few  of  his  houfliold,  into  one  of  his  (hips, 
which   happened  at  the  inflant  to  be  ready  to 
fail,  and  put  to  fea.     What  country  he  re- 
tired to,  we  are  not  informed :  but,  probably, 
he  went  into  Ireland.     Harold,  vexed  at  his 
efcape,  fet  fire  to  his  palace,  and  burned  all  his 
Ihips  of  war  that  remained  in  his  harbour ; 
after   which,   returning  to  Briftol,  he  there 
fitted   out,    with    all   poflible    expedition,   a 
powerful  fleet ;  with  which  he  cruized  along 
the  coafts  of  North  and  South-Wales,  prevent- 
ing the  importation  of  corn  and  other  necef- 
faries,  which  the  Welfh  had  been  accuftomed 
to  receive  from  abroad.     While  he  was  em^- 
ployed  in  this  manner,  a  ftrong  body  of  horfe, 
under  the  condud  of  Earl  Tofti,  his  brother, 
Z  3  had 
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had  .marched  to  a  rendezvous,    which  he  had 
appouited,    in  the  maritime  part   of  North- 
Wales.     As   foon  as   he   had  inteUigence  of 
then-  behig  arrived,  he  landed,  and  joined  them 
with  his  infantry,  which  he  had  embarked  for 
that  purpofe;  leaving  none  but  the  failors  and 
. -rowers. ^aboard  his  fleet,  which  he  ordered  to 
cruize   as   before.     The    two    brothers,    after 
their  junction,  eafily  made  themfelves  mafters 
of  all  the  flat   country  :    but   Harold,  being 
fenfible  that  heavy-armed  foldiers  were  unfit 
for  purfuing  the  light  troops  of  the  Welfli  into 
their  mountainous  regions,  provided  his  infan- 
try with  bucklers  of  hides,  and  other  armour 
of  a  lighter  fort  than  they  ufually  wore.    The 
greater  part  of  his  cavalry  he  left  in  the  plains, 
under  the  command  of  his  brother ;  and  tak- 
ing only  a  few  of  them,  with   fome  bands  of 
foot  heavy-armed,  which  he  ordered  to  follow 
and   fupport    the  light-armed  forces  if   they 
ihould   be  repulfed,  he  boldly  advanced  into 
countries  which  no  Saxon    army  ever  had  en- 
tered  before ;  marching   all  the  way  on  foot 
him.lelf,  and   driving   the    enemy  even    from 
their  inmofl  retreats,  with  a  terrible  {laugh- 
ter, till  they  were  compelled  to  fue  for  peace 
at  the  difcretion  of  the    conqueror.      Proud 
of   having;    lurmounted    the    flronp;    barriers 
which  nature  had  oppofed  to  his  paflage,  and 
of  having  fubdued  this  warlike  people,   he  fet 
Up  pillars  of  f}:cne  in  feveral  places  to  which 
Jie  had  carried  his  yiclorious  arms,    as   tro- 
5.  P^iss 
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pbies  and  monuments  of  his  fame  to  poflerky.  ^^^^^^ 
Giraldus  Cambrenfis  affures  us,  that,  in  his 
time,  they  were  ftill  remaining  there,  with  the 
following  Latin  infcription,  refembling  thofe 
of  the  Romans  in  fimplicity  and  concifeneis, 
engraved  upon  each  of  them, 

HIC   FVIT  VICTOR    HARALDVS. 

Probably,  the  Welfh  would  have  better  de- 
fended their  country,  if  they  had  been  under 
the  condudl  of  Gryffyth,  their  fovereign  :  and, 
as  in  all  his  former  life  he  had  fhewn  fo  much 
courage,  we  may  reafonably  conclude,    that 
he  would  not  fo  fiiamefully  have  abandoned 
his  people  through  the  whole  courfe  of  a  war 
which  he  himfelf  had  brought  upon  them,  if 
the  Englilh  navy,  which  continually  guarded 
the   coaft,    had  not  prevented  his  return  into 
any  part  of  North-Wales.     Certain  it  is,  thatV^^Wjg. 
he  did  not  come  back  to  them  till  the  latter  ^jf^pj.^^, 
end  of  fummer  in  the  following  year,   after 
they  had  been  forced  to  fubmit  to  Harold  ; 
and  then  he  found  them  fo  incenfed  at  having 
-been  left  by  him  in  the  time  of  danger,  and  fo 
averfe  to  any  thoughts  of  renewing  the  war, 
-that,   inftead  of  affembling  themielves  under 
his  ftandard,  as  he  urged  them  to  do,  they 
fent  his  head  to  Harold,    together  with  the 
prow  of  the  Ihip,  or  galley,  in  which  he  re- 
turned.    The  Welfh  chronicle  tells  us,  that 
they  were  infligated  to  this  treafon  by   Ble- 
thyn  andRywallon,  his  mother's  fons,  whom 
Harold  had  made  kings  of  Norths  Wales  and 
Z  4  Powis- 
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JO^^KTI.  Powis-land  ;  as  he  had  alfo  given  South-Wales 
to  MereoytK,  the  eldefl  fon  of  Owen,  whofe 
father  Edwin  had  been  expelled  from  that 
kingdom  by  GryfFyth.  This  valiant  prince 
had  ruled  all  Wales  during  four  and  thirty 
years ;  a  very  long  reign  for  any  king  of  that 
nation  1  Thofe  appointed  by  Harold  were  ob- 
liged to  take  an  oath  of  fealty  to  Edward,  and 
pay  him  the  full  tribute  that  ever  had  been 
paid  to  any  of  his  predeceflbrs.  Thus,  by  the 
valour  and  good  conduft  of  that  earl,  was  the 
Sovereignty  of  England  over  the  princes  of 
Wales  more  completely  eftablifhed  than  it 
had  ever  been  before.  But  he  built  no  caftles 
in  the  country,  nor  did  he  plant  any  colonies 
of  Englilh  there,  without  which  it  was  im- 
poffible  that  the  fubjedion  of  a  people  fo  ufed 
to  arms,  and  fo  impatient  of  diflionour,  could  . 
WeHh  Chron.  long  Continue.  After  his  death,  they  reg-ained 
toTJ.'  '°^'  ^^^^^  independence:  during  which  they  were 
continually  and  moft  grievoufly  diflurbed 
with  deadly  feuds,  till  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  and  feventy-eight,  when  Gryf- 
fythapConan  and  Rhees  ap  Tewdor,  hav- 
ing united  their  arms,  made  themfelves  en- 
tire mafters  of  North  and  South -Wales. 
The  claim  of  thefe  princes  to  thofe  domi- 
nions was  good  ;  GryfFyth  being  defcended 
from  the  eldefl  fon  of  King  Roderick,  and 
Rhees  from  the  eldeft  fon  of  Howell  Dha : 
befides  which  they  were  valiant  men,  a  qua- 
lification the  Welfh  regarded  more  than  any 

other 
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other  preteniions.     Gryffyth,  in  gaining  the^^OKii. 

fovereignty  of  North-Wales,  was  affifted  by 
i  an  army  which  he  procured  from  the  king 
1  of  Ulfter,  whofe  fifter  he  had  married  while 
;  he  and  his  father  Conan  were  exiles  ni  Ire- 

land.  Upon  this  revolution,  Powis-land, 
i  which  after  the  death  of  Rywallon  had  been 
I  annexed  to  North-Wales  under  the  govern- 
i  ment  of  his   brother,    was    fhared    between 

two  fons  of  the  latter,  as  it  feems,   by  an 

agreement  with  Gryffyth  ap  Conan. 

I  ,  Such  was  the  ftate  of  Wales  in  the  year 
I'one  thoufand  and  feventy-nine,  when  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  provoked  by  fome  in- 
Icurlions    of  the    WeKh,    and    having    efta- 
[  blifhed  his  dominion  over  the  Englifh,  came  Welih Chron. 
I  to  St.  David's    with  a  mighty    army;    andP-"5-^"^ 
;  itruck  luch   a  terror  mto  all  the    prnices  of  Huntingdon, 
j  Wales,    that,    without  refiftance,    they  fub-i- vli.  f.  212. 

mitted  to  do  him  homage.     He  demanded  no 
;.  tribute  from  them ;  nor  could  they  properly 
£  pay  it  when   they  became  his   vadals ;    the 
j  feudal  laws  exempting  thofe   who  were  ad- 
mitted to  homage  from  all  fuch  impofitions. 
,  It  does  not  appear,   that  any  of  them  rebel- 
■  led  againfl  him,  or  committed  any  depreda- 
j  ;tions  upon  the  borders  of  England  fo  long 
'as  he  lived.     They   alfo  kept  peace    among 
themfelves :    but,  the  very  year  that  he  died, 
the  fons  of  Blethyn  ap  Convyn  gathered  to- 
i  gether  their  forces  againft  Rhees  ap  Tewdor; 
\  who  was  conftrained  to  fly  to  Ireland,  where 
!;  he 
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BOOK  II.  he  had  potent  alliances;  and  from  whence 
he  returned  with  an  army,  which,  being 
joined  by  his  friends,  enabled  him  to  recover 
the  kingdom  of  South-Wales.  Soon  after- 
wards the  earls  of  Hereford  and  of  Shrewf- 
bury,  confederating  themfelves  with  the 
Welfh  on  their  borders  againft  William  Ru- 
fus,  ravaged  the  counties  of  Glocefter  and  of 
Worcefter.  Nor,  when  this  infurreclioa 
was  quelled  in  England,  do  we  find  that  the 
Wehli  fubmitted  to  the  king,  or  that  their 
princes  acknowledged  his  fovereignty  over 
them,  either  by  doing  homage  to  him,  or 
paying  tribute.  But,  in  the  fourth  year  of 
his  reign,  Jeftyn,  lord  of  Glamorganfhire, 
which  country  his  anceftors  had  governed 
for  fome  ages  under  the  kings  of  South- 
Wales,  having  been  defeated  in  a  rebellion 
againft  Rhees  ap  Tewdor,  fent  one  of  his 
gentlemen,  who  had  ferved  in  the  army  of 
England,  to  follicit  fome  of  the  lords  and 
knights  of  that  kingdom  to  come  to  his  af- 
iiflance,  with  tempting  promifes  of  rewards 
and  emoluments  from  him.  The  propoial 
was  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of  the  times. 
Robert  Fitz-haimon,  a  gentleman  of  the 
king's  privy  chamber  and  great  baron  of  the 
realm,  undertook  the  adventure.  Twelve 
knights,  of  confiderable  note  and  diftinc- 
tion,  were  retained  in  his  fervice,  or  rather  i 
agreed  to  ferve  under  him,  with  a  large  body 
of  forces.  They  joined  thofe  of  Glamorgan- 
ihire,  which  were  ready  to  receive  them,  and 

invaded 
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invaded  the  territories  of  Rhees  ap  Tewdor,  ^  O  O  K  ii: 
who  met  them  near  Brecknock,  and  giving^       " 
them  battle  was  defeated  by  them,  and  flaiii 

?in  the  a£lion.  He  was  the  laft  of  his  na- 
tion who  poffefl'ed  the  ancient  kingdom  of 
South- Wales  entire :    for  after  his   death   it 

;was  difmembered,  and  prefently  fell  to  decaj. 

rWhen  Jeftyn  found  himfelf  conqueror  (if  we 
may  believe  the  Weifh  chronicle),  he  kept  all 
his  engagements  with  the  Normans  very 
faithfully,  but  broke  his  word  with  the  Welfii 
gentleman  whom  he  had  fent  to  them,  and 
to  whom  he  had  promifed  to  give  his  daugh- 
ter in  marriage  if  he  fucceeded  in  the  ne- 
gociation.  This  perfon,  whole  name  was 
Eneon,  being  fruftrated  of  the  reward  he 
expeQ:ed,  and  burwing  with  refentment,  fol- 
lowed the  Normans,  who  were  already  em- 
barked for  England ;    and,    complaining    to 

;  them  mod  bitterly  of  his  mafter's  perfidiouf^ 
nefs,  incited  them  to  turn  their  arms  againft 
him.  He  affured  them  that  they  might 
eafily  conquer  his  country  ;  as,  from  his  trea- 

\  Ion  to  Rhees,  he  would  be  deprived  of  all 
aid  from  the  other  princes  of  Wales.  Upon, 
which,  partly  out  of  their  regard  to  the  man, 
and  partly  being  allured   by  the  bait  he  pro- 

i  pofed  to   them,  they  all  returned  with  him, 

;  attacked    the    lord    of   Glamorganfhire,    de- 

i  feated,  and   flew  him.     This  is  the  account  See  the  Hfro- 
which  is  siven  by  Caradoc   of  Lancarvon  ;  ""^f  ^^  ^he  win- 

1     ^  r  1  1  •  ninPotGIa- 

put,  according  to  another   very  authentic  re- moiaan,  in 
lation  of  this  affair,   Teftyn  refufed  to  per-Or/Poweii's 
'  ^  J     ^  form'^^^''^^^^^^- 

aUiiilp    J24. 
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BOOK  11.  form  the  covenants  he  had  made  with  the 
'  "^  '  Normans,  through  the  mediation  of  Eneon, 
who  therefore  joined  them  againft  him. 
Certain  it  is  that  Fitz-haimon,  by  no  other 
title  than  that  of  conqueft,  feized  on  Gla- 
morgaufliire ;  and,  referving  to  himfelf  fome 
principal  parts,  with  the  feignory  of  the 
whole,  gave  all  the  reft  of  that  fair  and  fer- 
tile province,  to  be  held  as  fiefs  under  him 
by  the  twelve  knights  who  came  with  him, 
and  fome  others  who  had  affifted  him,  par- 
WelfhChron.  ticularly  Eneon.  The  WeKh  chronicle  lays, 
P*  ^^^'  that  thefe  were  the  jirjl  Jir angers  that  ever  In- 
habited  IVales  fince  the  time  of  Camber,  But 
roidem,  from  foon  afterwards  Bernard  de  Neufmarche, 
P'  ^^°  ^°  another  of  the  great  Norman  barons,  con- 
quered  the  province  of  Brecknock  ;  and,  thefe 
examples  exciting  the  ambition  of  their 
countrymen  to  like  attempts,  feveral  of  the 
nobility  petitioned  the  king  to  grant  them 
lands  in  Wales  under  homage  and  fealty,  if, 
by  their  own  arms,^  they  could  win  them 
from  the  natives  j  which  he  did  very  wil- 
lingly, as  the  beft  method  of  fubduing  that 
people  without  any  charge  or  trouble  to  him- 
felf, and  punifhing  their  princes  for  having 
withdrawn  that  obedience  which  they  had 
fworn  to  the  Englifh  crown  in  the  reign  of 
his  father.  Accordingly  Roger  de  Mont- 
gomery, earl  of  Shrewfbury,  did  homage  to 
him  for  Cardiganfliire  in  South-Wales ;  and 
for  all  Powis-land,  of  which  he  afterwards 
fubdued  and  fettled  fome  diftridts,  particu- 
larly 
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I  larly  the   town  and  caftle  of  Baldwyn.     This  BO  OK  IT. 
important  place,  which   commanded   one  of^       * 
the   fineil:  parts  of  Wales,  adjacent  to  Eng- 
land,   he    new-fortified;    and  called  it  after 
■  the  name  of  his  family,   which  it  retains  to 
this  day.    Arnulph,  his  younger  fon,  obtamed 
likewife,  in  South- Wales,  the  great  lordfhip 
;  of  Dyvet,  named    Pembrokefhire,   from   the 
I  town  and  caftle  of  Pembroke   built  by  him 
i  there,  in  a  fertile  and   open  country.     The 
i  earl  of  Chefter,   and  two  of  the   Mortimers, 
'  with  many  other  Norman  barons,  who  were 
feated  in  the  bordering  counties  of  Englan-^, 
became  vaffals  to  William   Rufus   for  lands 
belonging  to  the    Welfh    in    all   their    three 
kingdoms,  which  he  difpofed  of,  as  forfeited 
to  him  by- the    natives  on  account  of  their 
rebellion  ;  but  of  which  the  feveral  perfons, 
on  whom  he  beftowed  them,  were  to  obtain 
"•  *  the  poffeffion  at  their  own  charges.     What- 
ever conquefts   they  made  they  endeavoured 
to  fecure,    by    immediately    building    flrqng 
caftles,  and,   as  far  as  they   could,   by  fettling 
in   them   colonies    of   Normans  or   Englifli. 
Thus   was  thi^    laft  afylum  of  the    Britons 
broken  into,  by  their  enemies,  on  every  lide. 
But  the   fpirit  of  the    Wel(h   did    not    long  WeWi  Chron. 
remain  patient  under  thefe  ufurpations.  Gryf-  p- 152^°  ^s^. 
fyth  ap  Conan,  who  then  was  king  of  North- ^^fnf'i^tg. 
Wales,  and  Cadogan  ap    Blethyn,   who  pof-70.  1.  iv. 
fefled   as   much  of  South-Wales  as  rem.aiiiedf^'^|!'.^'"§;J^"' 
unconquered  by  the  Normans,  united  againflHoveden, 
jhem ;  and,  having  defeated  them  in  two  orP^J"- ^-i".  266, 

three  ^  '" 
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BOOK  ir.  three  battles,  deftroyed  all  their  caftles,  ex- 
^  ""^cept  thofe  of  Pembroke  and  Rydcors,  and 
recovered  almoft  all  Dyvet,  Powis-land,  and 
•  South-Wales.  Nor  were  they  content  with 
expelling  thefe  invaders  ;  but  carried  theii; 
arms,  with  terrible  ravages  and  devaluations,, 
into  the  borders  of  England,  joining  all  the 
rage  of  a  barbarous  people  to  the  refentment 
of  freemen,  who  had  lately  fhaken  off  the 
yoke  of  oppreffion.  William  Rufus,  in- 
flamed with  great  anger  and  difdain,  that  a 
nation,  which  had  paid  obedience  to  his  fa- 
ther, fhould  dare  to  attack  and  infult  hinx 
in  his  own  kingdom,  raifed  a  mighty  army, 
and  marched  in  perfon  again fl;  them.  At 
his  approach,  they  retired:  he  determined  to ■ 
follow  them  ;  and,  entering  their  country  at 
Montgomery,  ftopped  there  a  while,  till  he 
had  repaired  in  fome  degree  the  ruined  fort : 
which  being  done,  he  tried  to  penetrate 
into  the  interior  parts  of  North-Wales.  But 
the  Welfh  fo  ftrongly  guarded  the  defiles  of 
the  mountains,  the  woods,  and  the  rivers, 
chuiing  their  pofts  with  great  judgement,  and 
cautioufly  avoiding  to  fight  on  the  plaias, 
that  he  made  little  progrefs.  Great  rains  fell; 
his  horfes  died ;  and  his  troops  were  fo  har- 
raffed  with  the  many  hardihips  they  fuffered, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  England, 
and  leave  the  war  to  be  profecuted  by  the 
Vid.aviaores  lords  of  the  marches.  But,  although  they 
ciw.utfupra.gj^gj.j.g(j  their  utmoft  ftrength  and  valour,  they 
found  the  talk  too  hard  for  them  ;  and,  after 
/  -  fundry 
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fundry  defeats,  Roger  de  Montgomery  earlpQQ^  ^^-^ 
of  Shrewibuiy,  William  Fitz-euftace  earl  of^  "^ 
Glocefter,  with  many  other  noble  perfons, 
having  been  (lain,  and  all  their  caftkc  in 
thoie  countries,  except  that  of  Pembroke, 
burnt  or  razed  to  the  ground ;  William  Ru- 
fus  himfelf  thought  it  neceflary  to  march  a 
fecond  time  into  Wales  at  the  head  of  a  royal 
army,  and  made  all  the  efforts,  to  regain  the 
provinces  he  had  loft,  that  great  courage, 
excited  by  the  highefl  indignation  and  fenfe 
of  (hame,  could  produce.  Yet  fo  valiant 
were  the  WeKh,  fo  prudent  their  leaders, 
and  fuch  the  difficulties  he  found  in  attempt- 
ing to  break  through  the  faftnelTes  of  the 
mountains,  that  he  now  fucceeded  no  bet- 
ter than  in  his  former  expedition. 

It  is  very  furprifing,  that  a  king,  ever  vic- 
torious in  all  his  other  wars,  Ihould  in  thefe, 
with  an  undifciplined  and  barbarous  nation, 
have  been  fo  foiled  and  difhonoured  !  William 
of  Malmfbury  afcribes  it  to  the  nature  of  the 
country,  and  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
But,  as  to  the  firft,  Harold  likewife  had  thai 
to  contend  with ;  and  yet  he  conquered  all 
Wales.  The  weather  indeed  might  happen 
to  be  better,  and  more  favourable  to  him 
,  than  it  was  to  William  Rufus  ;  and  rainy  or 
I  ftormy  feafons  add  much  to  the  difficulty  of 
making  war  in  woody  or  mountainous  coun- 
tries :  but  other  caufes,  and  not  fo  fortui- 
tous, may  well  be  affigned,  to  account  for 

the 


> .. — ^ 
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BOOK  II.  the  different  fuccefs  of  thefe  princes.  The 
Norman  armies,  being  chiefly  compofed  of 
horfe,  and  encumbered  with  heavy  armour, 
were  not  able  to  a6l  among  the  fteep  preci- 
pices and  narrow  paths  of  the  mountains, 
or  in  the  woody  vales  and  deep  bottoms ;  nor  1 
could  they  eafily  be  fubfifted  in  thofe  barren 
places  at  a  diftance  from  the  fea  :  which  in- 
conveniences it  has  been  fhewn  that  Harold 
wifely  avoided,  by  another  manner  of  arm- 
ing and  difpofing  his  forces.  The  Welfli. 
had,  indeed,  fubmitted  to  the  Normans  un- 
der the  firft  king  of  that  race  ;  being  awed 
by  the  great  name  of  JVilliam  the  Conqueror^ 
and  yielding  rather  to  the  reputation  than 
force  of  his  arms ;  whereas  thofe  impreffions 
were  now  worn  off:  they  had  tried  their 
flrength  with  the  Normans,  and  found  it 
fuperior  in  repeated  engagements :  but  the 
greatefl  difference  was,  that  they  were  now 
under  the  conducfl  of  able  and  Ikilful  com- 
manders; which  advantage,  more  important 
than  any  other  whatfoever,  they  had  been 
deprived  of  by  the  abfence  of  Gryffyth  ap 
Lhewelyn,  their  general  and  their  king, 
when  the  army  of  Harold  attacked  them  in 
the  heart  of  their  country. 

After  the  death  of  William  Rufus,  his 
fucceffor,  Henry  the  Firfl,  fought  to  divide 
the  Welfh  princes  in  Powis-land  and  South-' 
Wales ;  thinking  that  this  would  be  the 
eafiefl  way  to  fubdue  them :    which  policy 

proved 
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•proved    fo  fLiccefsful,    that,    when  they    had  ^OOK  ir. 
wafted  their  force  in  long  civil  wars,    feme  of^       """"" 
-them,  from  a  neceflity  of  afking  his  affiftance 
;  .ap'ainft  their  foes,  became  his  friends  and  vaf- 

II  ^ 

!    fals  ;    particuhirly    Cadogan    and    Meredyth, 
!   fons  of  Blethyn  ap  Convin.      He  alfo  ftrength- 
ened  thofe  provinces  of  South- Wales  which 
remained   under  the  power  of  England,   by  a 
1  new  colony,   very    proper  to  anfwer  that  in- 
tention.     Durins:   the   reig-n  of  his.  father,  a 
[j  great  number  of  Flemings,  having  been  dri- y.  Gh-aid, 
I  ven  out  of  their  dwellings  by  an  extraordinary  Cambrenf. 
I  .jnundation  of  the  fea  on  that  coaft,  had  come  ^'^'l^^^-^^^l^'^'- 
P'over  to  England;   where  they  hoped  to   re- Maimib.f.Sp. 
-'  ceive  a  proteflion   from  the  queen,  who  was  *'^''^' 3°' '•  7'- 

J  ,  f  r   r>    1  1      •  1      r  T71       J  ^,      et  f.  68.  le^. 

n  daughter  or  lialawm  earl  or  r  landers.    J  he  ^o.  1.  jv. 
jrking    entertained   them    with  great  kindnefs  n^^^r.wigorn. 
■  and  favour,  not  onlj^  out  of  regard  to  her  pa- ^j  pjo^eden. 
tronage  of  them,   but  from  true   notions  offubann.un. 
policy  ;  to   increafe,   by  fuch  an  acceliion   of 
\  uieful  inhabitants,  the  wealth  and  ftrength  of 
'  his  kingdom.    Many  of  them  were  planted  by 
William   Rufus  in  the  wafte   lands  of  Nor- 
thumberland,  and  about  Carllfie  ;  but  others 
A  were  difperfed   all   over  England,   and  began, 
,by  their  multitude,   to  give  fome  uneaiinefs  ; 
which   Henry  took  off,   and   availed  himfelf 
5  of  them  to  yet  more  advantagCj   by  lending 
I  them  all  to  fettle  in  South- Wales  ;   where  he 
I  gave  them  the  diftrid  about  Tenby  and  Ha- 
:|verford-Weft,    in   which   their    pofterity  re- 
I  ,main  to  this  day.  They  werfe  very  induftrious, 
yet,   at  the  fame  time,  very  valiant;  fkilfui 
Vol.  II.  A  a  in 
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BOOK  II.  in  hufbandry,   mannfadures,  and   commerce, 
*       "      ^  and  equally  expert  in  the  life  of  arms :  fo  that 
thev  anfwered  all  ends  which  can  be  propo'cd 
in    planthig  a  colony,    cultivation  of   lands, 
improvement  of    trade,    and  defence  of   the 
V.  Maimfb.   country.     V/illiam   of  Malmfbury  ipeaks  of 
i^tfupra.        them   as   a   ll::ong    harrier,    which   rcftrained 
the  Welfli  in  thofe  regions  from  infefting  the 
Engliih  territories:  and  certainly  fuch  a  plan- 
tation vvas  a  more  efFevflual  fecurity  than  any 
fortrefs  or  bulwark. 

As  for  North- Wales?  Gryftyth  ap  Conan, 
the  king  thereof,  had  never  done  homage,  of 
paid  tribute   to  the  crown  of  England  ;   but, 
Welfli  Chron. hy  the  ftrength   of  his   country,   had    main- 
p.  173,  1/4-  j-^jj-^gf]  iiimfelf  independent,  having   loft  only 
fome  diftrids  in  the  more  open  and  maritime 
parts  of  his  kingdom.     He  remained  in  this 
ffate  till  the  year  eleven  hundred   and  thir- 
teen ;    at  which   time   king    Henry    (having 
fupprefl:  the  troubles  in   NormaiKiy,   fecured 
that  dutchy  to  himfelf,   and  overcome  all  the 
enemies    of   his    greatpefs    abroad)    received 
complaints  from  the  earl  of  Chefter,  that  fre- 
quent  devaflations   were   made  in    Cheiliire, 
and   part   of  Flintfhire,    which    belonged  to 
the  jurifdidion  of  that  earldom,   by  the  king 
of  North- Wales,   or  by    the    rulers  of  pro- 
vinces under  him.     Gilbert  de  Clare,  earl  of 
Pembrokefliire,  but  then  called  earl  of  Chep- 
ftow  from  the  chief  place  of  his  refidence, 
complained  alfo  that  Owen,  the  fon  of  Cadogati 

af 
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ap  Bletbyn,  harboured  and  maintained  fomei^OOKir. 
bands  of  robbers,  who  infefted   his  country. "       ^/— — * 
Henry  fwore  in  bis  anger,  that  he  would  not 
leave  one  VVelfliman  alive  in   Powis-land  or 
North-Wales ;     but,   after   having  extirpated 
all  that  nation,  would  plant  in  each  of  them 
new  colonies  of  his  own  fubjedls.     To  exe- 
cute this,  he  drew  togetber  the   whole  force 
of  his  kingdom  :  and   Alexander  the  Fierce, 
who  then  reigned  in  Scotland,   came  and  fer- 
ved  him  in  perfon,   at  the  head  of  a  coniide- 
rable   body   of  Scotch.     Three  armies   were 
formed  ;  one  under  the  condudt  of  this  prince 
and  the  earl  of  Chefter,   which  was  deligned 
to  attack  North-Wales ;  another,  led  by  the 
earl  of  Cbepftow  and  Pembroke,   which  w^as 
ordered  to  invade  thofe    diftri^ls   of  South- 
Wales,  that  were  ftill  pofTeffed  by  the  natives ; 
and  a  third,  commanded  by  the  king  of  Eng- 
land  liimfelf,    w^ith    which    he    propofed    to 
conquer  all  Powis-land.     But,  upon   his   ap- 
I  proach  to  that  country,  Meredyth  ap  Bletbyn, 
intimidated  by   the  dread  of  impending  de- 
ftrudlion,  went  and  delivered  himfelf  up   to 
I  his  mercy ;    and   Owen   ap   Cadogan  fled  to 
Gryffyth  ap  Conan.     Henry  then  changed  lus 
firil  defign  ;   and,  joining  his  forces  with  thofe 
!  of  the  king  of  Scotland  and  the  earl  of  Chei^ 
I  ter,   invaded   North- Wales.     But  all  the  peo- 
^  pie  of  that  realm  havino;  retired  to  the  moun- 
i  tains,   and  carried  avay  all    their   cattle  and 
provilions,    according  to    the    orders    which 
1  their  king   had  prudently  given,   thefe  great 
A  a  2  re^* 
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BOOK   11.  resrular   armies   could    not  purfue    them,   for 
want  of  lubrilience,  or  froiii  the  impraftica- 

bilitv  cf  the  countrv  itfclf :  and  iome  detach- 

.f 

ments,  that  atteoipted  to  do  it,  were  attitcked 
by  the  enemy  in  the  ftreights  of  the  moun- 
tains, a;;d  either  cnt  to  pieces,  or  repulled 
with  lols  and  difgrace.  Under  thefc  difficul- 
ties, Henry  had  recourfe  to  negociation,  and 
artfully  ralTed  a  jealoufy  between  Owen  and 
Gryffyth,  by  making  each  of  them  imagine, 
that  the  other  was  treating  a  feoarare  peace 
for  himleif.  Thus,  with  the  alTiftance  of  Me- 
redyth,  wliom  he  chiefly  employed  in  this 
buiinefs,  lie  brought  them  both  to  feek  his 
friendihip,  on  inch  conditions  as  jnii  fufficed 
to  fave  his  honour,  but  were  not  anfwerable, 
either  to  the  p-reat  defipns  he  had  formed,  or 
-the  extraordinary  forces  he  had  raifed.  For 
though,  in  confequence  of  this  treaty,  a  large 
fam  of  money  was  paid  to  him  by  Gryffyth, 
perhaps  as  a  fine,  or  compenfluion,  for  the 
ravages  made  in  Cheihirc  and  Flintlhire,  we 
are  not  told,  even  by  the  Englifii  or  Norman 
^yriters,  that  the  Welih  monarch  fubmitted 
to  do  him  homage.  And  the  fine  received  was 
by  no  means  adequate  to  the  expence  of  the 
war.  Nor  did  Henry  acquire  one  foot,  ot 
ground  in  the  kingdom  of  North-Wales,  or 
drive  out  any  of  the  ancient  inhabitants,  or 
plant  any  new  colonies  of  EngliHi  or  Nor- 
mans, cither  in  that  country,  or  in  Powis- 
knd.  The  earl  of  Chepllow  indeed  appears 
to  have  fubdued  thoic  diiiiicts  of  South-Wales 

which 
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which  were  then  pofTefl:  by  the  natives  :  for,  BOOK  ir. 
though  the  Wei (h  chronicle  tr.kcs  no  noeice^  '"  ' 
of  what  he  performed  in  this  war,  we  find  by- 
it  foon  afterwards,  that  tlie  whole  of  that 
kingdom,  as  it  had  been  enjoyed  by  P^hees  ap 
levvdor.  was  In  the  hands  of  Kino;  Henrv  ; 
from  whence  it  may  be  Inferred,  that  the  re- 
duction of  it  was  now  entirely  completed. 

But,  after  fome  years,  new  difturbances  *^'e!fhrhr»  , 
arofe  in  that  country,  from  the  pretenfionsP- ^7S>  ^7^- 
of  Gryffyth  the  fon  of  Rliees ;  who,  when 
his  father  was  flain  in  tlie  battle  againft  Ro- 
bert FItz-Haimon,  had  been  conveyed  into 
Ireland,  and  remained  there  till  the  year  eleven 
hundred  and  thirteen  ;  which  was  about  the. 
twenty-fourth  or  twenty-fifth  of  his  age; 
when  he  was  permitted  to  return  and  vifit  his 
lifter,  who  many  years  before  had  been 
miftrefs  to  Henry,  and  was  mother  to  Robert 
earl  of  Glocefter.  After  her  commerce  with 
the  king  was  broken  off,  Gerald  de  VVindfor, 
a  gentleman  much  eifecmed  for  iiis  valour 
and  his  prudent  conduil,  being  then  gover- 
nor of  Pembroke  caftle,  obtained  her  hand, 
and  was  made,  by  her  intereir,   lieutenant  to 

^•Henrv  over  a  pare  of  that  province.      With 
him  Gryffyth  was  allowed  to  remain  for  ft) me 

itime,  unmolefted  by  the  king:  but   fj.fplcions 
arifnig    that  he  began   to  carry  on    iiitrigues 

ivvirh  the  Welih,   whole  affection  to  their  na-. 

tural    princes    was    ftlU    unfubdued    in   their 

l.earts,  orders  were  lent  to  arreif  iiim  ;  which 

A  a  3  being 
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BOOK  II.  being  informed  of,   he   implored  the  protec- 
tion of  Gryffyth  ap  Conan,  the  friend  of  his 
WeiniCIiron.  father,   who  affured   him,   he   (hould  be  fafe  , 
utfupra.        within  the  bounds  of  North-Wales.  >: 

When  Henry  received  intelHgence  of  his 
being  gone  thither,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  that 
kinsT,  in  terms  of    great  friendfhip,    deiiring 
him   to  come  and  confer  with  him  in  Eng- 
land :     which   reqneft    being  complied    with, 
he  r^:ceived  him  very  honourably,  and  gave 
him  great  prefects,  fuch  as  the  poverty  of  the 
kin^s  of  North-Wales  had   not   been   accul- 
tcmicd    to,   and   which  therefore   had  a  great 
etfe6l   on   his   mind.     After    having   thus   en- 
gaged his  affedions,   he   difcourfed  with   him 
in  private,  concerning  the  fon  of  Rhees  ap, 
Tewdor,  whom  he  reprefented  as  one   whofe. 
ambif  ion  would  dillurb  the  peace  of  all  Wales.f^ 
The  integrity  of  Gryffyth  ap  Conan  was  cor-- 
rupted    by    thefe    feduclions.     When   he  re-/ 
turned  to  liis  kingdom,  he  commanded  a  body:! 
of  loldicrs,    whom  he  kept  in  readinefs    for 
his  iervice  upon  any  occalion,   to  go  and  feize 
the  perfon  of  GryfFvth  ap  Pvhees ;   who,  being 
advertif.d  of    liis  danger,    took    refuge    in  a 

V.  Giraid.     church.     The  WeKh,  of  all  Chriftian  nations,? 

Cambrenf.      x^q^q  tlie  molf  fuperftitious  in  the  refpect  they' 
paid  to  holy  places,    allowing  all  criminals,'! 
even  murderers  and  traitors,    to  have  a  lecure- 
protection  there,  not  only  for  rhemfelves,  but 
for  their  fervants,  and  even  for  their  cattle  j 
to  ited  vJiich  lifl,  confiderable  trads  of  pal-. 

ture 
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ture  land  were  affigned,  in  the  whole  com- SO  OK  II. 
pafs  whereof  they  were  lacred  and  inviolable.  " 
Nay,  with  relation  to  fome  of  the  principal 
churches,  fuch  as  that  of  Aberdaron,  to  which 
Gryffyth  ap  Rhces  had  recourfe,  the  right  of 
fan^luary  was  extended  as  far  as  the  cattle 
could  range  in  a  day  and  return  at  night. 
Yet  the  king  of  North-Wales,  having  viola- 
ted his  promife,  and  the  laws  of  hofpitality, 
fcrupled  not  to  infringe  the  privileges  of  the 
church;  and  ordered  the  prince  to  be  dragged 
out  of  his  afylum  by  force.  In  doing  this,  he 
expofed  his  authority  to  fome  danger.  His 
foldit rs  endeavoured  to  execute  his  orders ;  but 
they  wereftrongly  oppofed  by  the  whole  clergy 
of  the  country  ;  with  whoin  the  people  took 
part,  not  only  from  their  bigotry,  but  from 
compaffion  and  love  far  an  innocent  Britidi 
prince,  the  lall  defcendant  of  a  long  line  of 
kings,  whofe  memory  they  refpeiSted,  facri- 
ficed  now,  by  a  perfidious  and  inhofpitable 
policy,  to  an  odious,  toreign  power.  TheWelfhChrou. 
contention  about  him  continued  till  night  "^  ^"l^''** 
came  on  ;  and  before  morning  he  was  lecretly 
conveyed  to  Stratywy,  a  woody  region  of 
South-Wales ;  wliere  having  aiiembled  his 
friends,  he  made  a  Iharp  war  againii:  the  Flem- 
ings and  Normans,  taking  and  burning  ibme 
caflles,  and  threatening  even  that  of  Caer- 
marthyn,  which  king  Henry  had  made  his 
royal  fear  in  that  kingdom.  Thofe  wlio  had 
the  charge  of  it,  diiirufting  their  own  ftrength, 
as  infutficient  to  maintain  it,  lent  for  the 
A  a  4  nobles 
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BOOK  II.  nobles  of  the  country,  who  were  vailals  to  the 
'^-  khig,  and  committed  ro  their  cuHody  both  the 
cadle  and  town,  requirhig  each  of  them,  with 
the  affifiiance  of  his  own  men,  to  defend  them 
by  turns,  for  fourteen  days.  Owen  ap  Caradoc, 
who  w^as  a  grandfon  by  his  mother  to  Blethyn 
ap  Convyn,  firft  received  this  commiffion;,. 
and,  notwithftanding  his  near  relation  to 
Gryffytli  ap  Rhees,  a6led  agreeably  to  the 
truit  repofed  in  him,  and  the  oath  of  fealty 
he  had  taken  :  for,  that  prince  making  a  fud- 
d^n  afliiult  on  the  towi],  lie  ran  to  oppofe 
liim  :  but,  being  forfaken  m  the  aclion  by 
moil:  of  his  men,  was  flain  upon  the  rampart. 
The  town  was  pillaged  and  deftroyed  ;  and 
Gryffyth  returned  to  the  foreft  oF  Stratj'wy, 
like  a  lion  to  his  den,  from  whence  he  fre- 
quently iilued,  and  ravaged  the  wliole  coun- 
try. The  Ipoils  his  followers  had  gained  in 
the  plunder  of  Caermarthyn,  and  the  repu- 
tation he  had  won  by  that  exploit,  drew  to 
ills  ffandard  sreat  n.nmbers  of  his  countrv- 
DK^n  in  South- Wales,  who  con.fidently  honed 
that  he  would  recover  the  kiiigdom  of  his 
iatlier.  Thus  (Irengthened,  he  vigoroufiy  pur- 
ilied  Ills  iuccefs,  and  in  a  (hort  time  de- 
ftroyed two  caftlcs  of  theEngkCn;  upon  tTiC 
tame  of  which  actions  the  people  ot  Cardi- 
ganfliire  voluntarily  iubmitted  themlelves  to 
his  governinent ;  calling  him  to  deliver  them 
from  the  detcfted  a:  d  :gnom,ni-;)us  yoke  of 
the  Normatis.  Much  pleafed  with  trns  in- 
vitation, he  catered  tliat  country,  and  by  the 
mon  rapid  facceiles   mads  himlelf  malter  of 

'     '  it 
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it  as  far  as  Aberiflwyth,  which   town  he  be-^>00K:  ir. 
fieged  ;   bur,  being  there   drawn  into  an  am-^       ^ 
bulh  laid  for  him,  he  was  defeated,  and  com- 
pelled to  quit  the  province.     Neverthelefs  he  WelfliChron. 
maintained  himfelf  againft  all  his  enemies  inP*^^°*  ^^^' 
the  woods  of  Stratywy,  till  at  lad  king  Henry, 
who  had  vainly  endeavoured  to  defiroy  him, 
by  fending  againft  him  Owen  the  fon  of  Ca- 
dogan,  a  wicked  but  valiant  prince,   confented 
to  afiign   him  other    lands  in   South-Wales  : 
but  he  did  not   long   remain    in   pofleflion  of 
this  grant,  being  driven  out,  upon  accufations 
brought  againft  him  by  the  Normans,  which 
the  Weldi  chronicle  lays  were  fiile.     In  theWelih  Chron, 
mean   while,   fome  of  the  VVeKh  in   Fowls- ^"^''""•^^"' 
"land   having   revolted,  tiie    English    monarch 
once  again  marched  thither  in  perfon  to  chaf- 
tife   the  rebels.     In   paffmg  a  dehle,    he   was 
\  ftruck   by    an    arrow   on    the  breaft.      If  his 
habergeon,    or  coat  of  mail,    liad    not    been 
ftronger  than  ulual,  the  wound  would  have 
been   mortal  :  but   the   fkill  of  his   armourer 
faved  him.     We  are  told  by  the  Welfh  chro- 
\  nicie,  that  this  was  a  mere  random  fhot,  made 
fat   the  Englifh   by  a  WeKhman,   who,  with 
others  of  his  countrymen,    had    been  pofted 
■  by  their    mafier,    Meredyth  ap    Blethvn,    to 
1}  guard  the  pafs.     Bat  Wiliiam  of  Malmfoury  DeHen.  I. 
=  lays,  that  Henry  was  marching,    not  m  the^^9«c.  30. 
j  enemy's    country,  but    his    own;     and  that, 
I  when  he  felt  the  blow,  he  fwore,  ly  the  death 
'  ■  of  our   Lord,   his  ulual  oath,  that  the  arrow 
came  not  from   a  V/ellh,  but  Englifh  bow. 

He 
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BOOK  II.  [Te  never  was  able  to  dilcovcr  the  traitor :  and 
WciniChrou. ^^^^  clanger  he  had  run  made  him  prudently 
ut  uipia.  deiirous  of  ending  the  war ;  wliich  he  did, 
foon  afterwards,  by  a  negociation  with  Mcre- 
dyth,  wlio  fubmittcd  to  pay  him  a  thouland 
head  of  cattle,  and  a  hnali  fum  of  money, 
as  a  tine  for  the  treafons  committed  in  this 
iufurredion  by  himfclf  and  his  nephew ;  on 
which  terms  he  very  wilhngly  granted  to 
thefe  princes  pardon  and  peace,  and  returned 
into  England.  Gry6V^h  ap  Conan,  though 
ilrongly  folicited,  took  no  part  in  this  war 
ngainll:  the  Englilh  ;  nor  do  I  find  any  proof, 
that  Meredytii  was  e:^citcd  to  it  by  a  fecret 
confederacy  witli  GryiFyth  ap  Rhees. 

Oru.  Vital.  ^  yj^^i-  before  the  death  of  Henry,  while  he 
.'?l!','. ^f  was  in  Normandv,  tiiere  arofc  fome  dillurb- 
ances  in  and  about  thofe  dillrids  of  Pem- 
brokelliire  where  the  Flemings  were  lettled. 
For  the  natives  were  impatient  of  thele 
Grangers  among  them  ;  and  they,  being  very 
fenfible  hovv  much  they  were  haied,  killed 
without  niercy,  or  form  of  trial,  any  of  tiie 
Weiih  who  were  diicovered  by  them  lurking 
about  in  their  woods,  from  an  apprehenfion 
that  tliey  came  with  an  intent  to  commit 
fome  m.urder  or  robbeiy;  which,  ic  muff  be 
acknowledged,  the  manners  of  that  people 
gave  them  caufe  to  fuiped.  But,  as  bjie  lul- 
picion  could  not  juility  inch  a  lawlels  proceed- 
iijg  when  the  nations  were  at  peace,  and  fellow- 
lubjcc^:s  under  the  proteclicn  cf  the  iame  king, 

the 


O  F    K  I  N  G    H  E  N  R  Y    II.  363 

the  Welfh  were  reafonably  provoked  at  thefeBOOK  II. 

a6ls  of  hoftility,  and  fome  of  the  b  rave  ft,  who  ^  "^ 
dwelt  upon  the  borders  of  the  Flemi(h  plan- 
tations, luddenly  takuig  up  arms,  aflaulted  the 
caftle  of  Paine  Fltz-John,  burnt  it  to  the 
ground,  and  mafiacred  all  the  inhabitants, 
men,  women,  and  children  :  after  v/hich, 
pofting  tiiemfelves  in  the  moti:  inacceflible  re- 
treats of  their  woods,  ai}d  gathering  numbers 
to  join  them,  they  infefted  from  thence  the 
wiiolc  country  of  the  Flemings.  Flenry 
tliought  this  iiiiurredtion  of  confequence 
enough  to  demand  his  prefence  in  Wales  at 
the  iiead  of  an  army,  v/liich  lie  prepared  for 
that  purpole :  bet  the  intended  expedition 
was  itopt  by  his  difputes  with  GeofFry,  his 
Ion  in  lav/,  and  by  his  death,  which  foon  fol- 
knved. 

As   foon   as   the    news   of  that  event  was 
brought  into   Wales,   the  fpirit  of  revolt  be- 
came  mucli  m.ore   diffuiive ;   and  even  Grvf- 
fyth  ap  Conan,   v,^ho,   from  a  perfcnal  regard 
for    Henry,    had    been    m.any   years  a  ftcady 
friend  and    ally  to  the  Enghfti,   now  turned 
againft  them  ;   confederating  himielf  v*dth  the 
rebels    of  South -Wales.      King  Stephen  was  v.  Gcft.  Reg. 
hardly  feated  in  the  throne,   wjjen  thefe  made^'^P^-P-93'^. 
an    incurfion    into   the   county  ot'  Pembroke,  ^ol^tinuJr.  ad 
and  cut  to  pieces  a  very  confiderable  body  of i''^»'- Wigom. 
Normans:    alter   which,   bein-j;    animated   by  ""  ^"-"-^^jS' 
their  luccef^,   they  over-ran   the  v^hole  coun-Brompron's 
try,  exceot   the   forufied   towns   and    ciriUes,  f:'?,'''-^"- ^^^. 

"^  *  ^.     iilceiu  anius. 

malla- 
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BOOK  II.  maflacrlng  all  the  foreigners,  wherever  they 
Weifh'chron  '^^^^'      Richard,    eldeft    fon    of   Gilbert    de 
p.  I sa  to  190.  Clare,  to  whom   all  Cardiganfnire  had    been 
given   by   Henry,  was   treacheroiifly  (lain  by 
Morgan  ap  Owen,  in  the  courie  of  this  in- 
furreftion  ;  and  the  county,  thus  deprived  of 
its  chief  governor  and  commander,   was  fu- 
rioufly  attacked  by  Owen  Gwyneth  and  Cad- 
wallader,   ions   of  Gryffyth  ap  Conan,  who, 
with  the  affiifance  of  fome  nobles,  or  chief- 
tains, of   South-Wales,    took  and    deifroyed 
the  caftle  of  Aberiilvv'yth,    and   two   or  three 
others  in  that  province,     tliough  ftrong  and 
well  garrifoned.     Thefe  fortunate  beginnings 
having  excited  their  friends  to  iupport  them, 
they  received  great  fupplies,   and   were  joined 
by  Gryffyth  ap  Rhees,  who  had  married  their 
fifter.    The  three  brothers,  v*ith  united  forces, 
fubdued  the  whole  country,  as  far  as  to  Car- 
digan, then   called  Aberteivy,   driving  out  all 
the  foreigners,  and  peopling  it  again  entirely 
with  Wellh.     Againft    them    came    Stephen, 
conftable   of   Aberteivy,   who,   after    the   de- 
ceafe    of   Gerald    de    Windfor,    had    married 
Nella,   his   widow  ;  two  ions  of  Gerald,   and 
other  barons   who    had  eftates  in   thofe  parts, 
with  all  the  power  of  the  Normans  and  Flem- 
ings  in  Wales   or   the   marches,   Vvhich  they 
had  drawn  together,  in  order  to  recover  what 
was   loll   of  the    Engliih    dominions,    or,    at 
leaft,  to  defend  what  remained.     But  the  va- 
lour of  the  Welfh  feemed  to  be  railed  above 
its  ufuai  pitch,  under   the   conducl   of  thofe 

princes 
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princes  by  whom  they  now  were  commanded.  BOO  K  ir. 
The  Englifh  were  routed  ;  and,  flying  to  their  ^  ^ 
caftles  were  fo  hotly  purfued,  that  great 
numbers  of  them  were  drowned  in  the  river 
Teivy,  by  the  breaking  down  of  a  bridge,  over 
which  tlicy  were  paffing ;  befides  three  thou- 
land,  who  were  killed  in  the  battle  and  flight, 
and  many  more  taken  prifbners:  infomuch 
that,  from  the  time  when  the  Normans  firft 
entered  Wales,  they  never  before  had  received 
fo  great  a  defeat ;  nor  had  their  arms  been  fo 
difgraced  in  an}^  other  country.  The  Welfb 
yfed  their  viciory  with  the  utm.oft  inhuma- 
nity, thinking  excefs  of  revenge  a  virtue,  and, 
according  to  the  nature  of  a  barbarous  peo- 
ple, knowing  no  moderation  when  fuccefsfuL 
Soon  after  this  battle,  the  caftle  of  Aberteivy, 
with  many  difiridls  in  other  parts  of.South- 
Wales,  fell  into  their  hands.  The  fifter  of  v.  G.  Camb. 
the  earl   of  Chefter,   who,   after   the   murder  ^"''^'';  ^'^"''''* 

.  '  C.   il.   i.    I. 

of  her  huiband,  Richard  de  Clare,  had  re- 
tired to  one  of  his  ftrongeil:  cadles,  was  now^ 
befieged  in  that  fortrefs  by  thefe  mercilefs 
enemies,  in  want  of  nccefiary  provifions,  and  ' 
expelling  every  hour  a  fate  more  cruel  than 
death  itfelf:  for  they  had  expofed  their  fe- 
male captives,  even  thofe  of  the  higheft  rank, 
to  pubhc  profritution.  She  quite  defpaired 
of  relief;  theEngliih  being  all  llain,  or  driven 
out  of  the  country  ;  her  brother  far  oft,  and 
io  taken  up  in  defending  the  earldom  of 
Chefler,  that  he  could  not  be  able  to  bring 
her  a  timely  affifiance.     In  this  dreadful  ftate 


366  HISTORY   OF   THE   LIFE 

BOOK  II.  f]-je  vxras  prcferved  by  the  courage  and  good 

'"^  '  conduft  of  Milo  Fitz-Walter,  then  conftable 

to  king  Stephen,  and  afterwards  made  earl 
of  Hereford  by  the  ennprefs  Matilda,  of 
whom  much  has  been  faid  in  the  former 
book.  This  nobleman,  being  in  Brecknock- 
{hire,  which  he  had  obtained  from  King 
Henry,  together  with  his  wife,  the  daughter 
and  fole  heirefs  of  Bernard  de  Neufmarche, 
the  firft  conqueror  of  that  province,  received 
orders  from  Stephen  to  ufe  his  utmoft  efforts- 
to  deliver  the  unfortunate  countefs  of  Clare. 
The  enterprize  appeared  to  be  almoll  impof- 
fible  :  but  his  pity  of  her  diiirefs,  and  the 
gallant  fpirlt  of  chivalry,  no  lefs  than  his 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  his  fovereign, 
made  him  attempt  it.  He  infhantly  marched, 
with  a  body  of  chofen  troops,  along  the  tops 
of  the  mountains,  and  moft  uiiirequented 
paths  of  the  woods  with  which  the  country 
there  was  covered,  and,  arriving  at  the  caftle 
iinfeen  by  the  enemy,  wlio  thought  it  inac- 
ceffible  on  that  iide  to  the  Enghfl-i,  carried 
off  the  lady  and  all  her  attendants :  an  ac- 
tion refembling  thofe  of  the  knights  in  ro- 
mances ! 

It  does  not  appear,  that,  during  all  the 
courfe  of  this  war,  Glamorganfliire  ever  was 
attacked  by  the  VVellh,  though  the  oppor- 
tunity feemed  to  be  tavourabL.  ;  the  earl  c,£ 
Gloucefter,  vvho  was  lord  of  that  province 
by  his    marriage    with    the    heirefs    thereof, 

having 
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having  been  abfent  froln  thence  almoft  theBOOK  ir. 
whole  time.  But  as  that  nobleman,  on  the^  " 
mother's  fide,  was  lineally  derived  from  the 
kings  of  South- Wales,  and  baftardj,  by  the 
cuftoms  and  laws  of  the  nation,  was  ac- 
counted no  ftain,  the  WeKh  might  naturally 
conlider  him  as  a  prince  of  their  own,  and 
for  this  reafon  might  allow  him  a  portion  of 
that  kingdom  his  ancefiors  had  enjoyed^  efpe- 
cially  as  he  was  alfo  the  fon  of  a  king  whom 
they  had  greatly  relpeded. 

When  the  conquefl:  of  Cardiganfhire  was  WeKh  Chron, 
entirely  completed,  the  land  was  divided  ^''""^  ^'' *9^ 
among  the  conrederates.  In  tne  following 
year,  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-feven,  died 
Gryffyth  ap  Rhees,  who,  in  the  Wehh  chro- 
nicle, is  called  t/be  light,  honour,  and  prop  of 
South-Wales  ;  and  his  death  was  quickly  fol- 
lowed by  that  of  Gryffyth  ap  Conan,  ftyled 
by  the  fame  hiftorlan  the  only  defence  and 
fdkld  of  all  Wales.  Both  indeed  were  princes 
of  uncommon  abilities,  efpecialiy  the  latter, 
who  had  reigned  fifty  years  in  a  country  fo 
liable  to  changes  of  government,  and  by  his 
valour  and  policy  '  had  not  only  preferved 
it  from  intedine  commotions,  but  freed  it 
from  its  former  fubjedion  to  England.  After 
his  death,  his  dominions  were  divided  among; 
hiS  fons ;  but  the  fovereigrity  was  in  the 
eldeft,  Owen  Gwyneth.  Tiiey  continued 
lome,  time  in  fraternal  concord  and  amity  one 
with  another ;  their  ambition  being  em- 
ployed 
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BOOK  H-pJQygj  ]j-j  endeavouring  to  expel  the  Englifh 
and  Flemings  from  every  part  of  South- 
Wales.  At  the  beginning  of  Owen's  reign, 
he  and  his  brothers  made  an  inroad  into  that 
kingdom ;  took  fome  caflles  that  the  Nor- 
mans had  lately  built  in  Caermarthynfhire  ; 
and  burned  to  the  ground,  a  fecond  time, 
the  town  of  Caermarthyn.  King  Stephen 
fufFered  much,  both  in  reputation  and  do- 
minion, by  all  thefe  lofies  in  Wales :  but  a 
nearer  concern  employed  his  thoughts,  how 
to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  crown  of  England. 
The  urgent  neceffity  of  refilling  the  attempts 
of  the  Welili  had  been  affigned  as  a  realon 
tor  giving  him  that  crown  ;  but  he  judged 
it  more  neceflary  to  reftrain  and  fubdue  the 
opponents  of  his  titl^  than  the  enemies  of  his 
kingdom  ;  and  therefore  left  the  defeiice  of 
the  Englifli  territories  in  Wales,  and  the 
bordering  counties  of  Englarjd,  to  thofe  who 
were  more  immediately  interefted  in  them., 
the  proprietors  of  the  lands,  and  the  lords 
of  the  marches  ;  only  lupplying  them  with 
large  lums  of  moi^ey  :  which  proving  inef- 
fedual,  he  thought  it  expedient  to  make 
peace  with  the  WeKh,  by  leaving  them  all 
they  had  conquered,  free  of  homage  or  tri- 
bute. At  lead  it  does  not  appear,  that  any 
fach  mark  of  his  fovereignty  over  them  was 
"-ever  paid  to  him  by  ?.ny  of  their  princes 
in  North  or  South-Wales.  Yet,  by  thefe  - 
fhameful  conceffions,  he  only  fliopped  ,them 
a  while  from  further  hoftiiities  3  but  loll:  for 

ever 
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ever  the  affe6lions  of  all   his  Englifh  fubjedsBGOK  IT. 
in   Wales  and   the  borders.     It   appears  that*"^     "^      ^ 
all  the  noble   families,  except  that  of  Clare, 
I  which    had  any  pofl'effions   or  giants   within 
'  the  WeKh  confines,   and  all  the   counties   of 
England  contiguous  to  Wales,  declared    for 
Matilda,    and    adhered    to    her     during    the 
whole  civil   war.     Nor  did  the  treaty  made 
with     Stephen    prevent    the    WeKh     princes 
from  ftreiigthening  the  earl  of  Glocefter  with 
a    numerous    body    of   auxiliary    forces.     In 
the  latter  years    of   that    king,    the   fons  of 
Gerald    de    Windfor,    and   Gilbert  de  Clare 
earl  of  Pembroke,    made    fome    attempts  to 
recover  thofe  diftrifts  of  South-Wales  which 
the    abovementioned     peace    had    abandoned 
to  the  WeKh,   particularly  the  provinces   of 
Caermarthyn  and  Cardigan:    but  they  wereWe^'^Chron^ 
driven  out  again  by  the  fons  of  Owen  Gwy- .q^^"^^' ^^7 
neth  and  of  Gryffyth   ap  Rhees,   after    hav- 
ing been  defeated  in  feverai  battles,  and  hav- 
ing loft  fome  caftles,  which  Gilbert  de  Clare 
had    rebuilt.     Another    very  ftrong    one,    in 
Flintlhire,  had  been  often   unfuccefsfuliy   be- 
fiegcd  by  the  Welih  ;    and   the   garrifon  of  it  ibid.  p.  rog, 
much  infefced  the  neighbouring  country,   till 
Owen   himfelf  came  before  it,  and,  octwith- 
ftanding  a  very  obftinate  and  valiant  defence, 
took  it  by   dorm,    and    immediately^   kyeled 
it  to  the  ground.      A    little   before   he   began 
this   fiege,  he  had  loil   a  favourite  fon,   who 
had  diftinguiihed  himfelf  by  many  brave    ac- 
tions againft   the   Englife.     The    weight   of 
Vol,  JIo  B  b  tha| 
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BOOKir.  that    affll£l'ion   lay  heavy   on   his  mind:    he 
^         feemed  entirely  deprived  of  all   fenfe   of  joy: 
but  the  glory  of  this    atchievement  fo  raifed 
his  fpirits,   that   he   fhook  off  his  grief,  and 
returned  to  his  former   pleafures.     If  all  the 
Welfh  had  united  under  this  martial   prince, 
during  the  weaknefs  and  confuiion  which  the 
long  civil   war  between  Stephen  and  Matilda 
had  brought  upon  England,  they  might  have 
driven  all  the  foreigners  out  of  their  country  ; 
"iVeUhChron.j^^j.  j.|-jg   ^iflentions    that   arofe   among   their 
to7oL'        own   chiefs   interrupted  their  victories,  diml- 
nifhed  their  force,  and  made  fome  of  them 
friends    and     confederates    to    the    Enghlh, 
Madoc  ap  Meredyth,    who   then  was  mailer 
of  almoft  all  Powis-land,  difdaining  to  hold 
it   under   the   fovereignty   of    North-Wales, 
pined  his  arms  to  the  earl  of  Chefter's,  which 
»  had   been  lately  victorious  againft  the  Welfli 

in  thofe  parts,  and  made  an  incurfion  with 
him  into  the  territories  of  Owen.  That 
prince  gave  them  battle ;  and  though  their 
forces  were  much  fuperior  to  his,  both  in 
numbers  and  in  arms,  he  entirely  routed 
tliem,  and  cut  to  pieces,  or  took  prifoners, 
mofl  of  their  men  ;  but  the  leaders  efcaped 
by  the  affiflance  of  their  horfes,  the  con- 
quering army  having  none.  Hot  incurfions 
were  likewife  made  by  the  fons  of  Gryfiyth 
ap  Rhees  into  tlie  territories  of  Madoc,  to 
revenge  his  treafon  againft  his  country  (for 
fuch  they  efleemed  his  confederacy  with  the 
EnglKh) ;  >   ut,   while   their  arms  were  thus 

employed, 
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employed,  or  turned  againft  the  fons  of  Owen,  BOOK  ir. 
with  whom  they  often   had  difputes   on   the'       ^      ' 
divifion  of  conquells,   the  Englifh  and  Flem- 
ings in  South-Wales  recovered   ftrength,  and 
were  enabled   to   defend   their    long-difputed 
pofleffions. 

Such  was  the  date  of  all  Wales,  and  of 
the  Englidi  plantations,  or  fettlements, 
which   had    been    made    there   by    conque/1, 

.when  Henry  the  Second  afcended  the  throne 
of  England.  The  general  charadler  of  the 
Welfh,  as  it  was  in  thofe  days,  has  been 
given  with  fo  much  accuracy,  fpirit,  and 
judgement,  in  the  writings  of  Giraldus  Cam- 
breniis,  a  celebrated  contemporary  author, 
and  one  who  was    himfelf  related   to  them 

.in  blood,  that  I  think  it  will  be  proper  to 
collect  what  he  has  faid  in  different  places, 
and  fet  the  whole  pidure   before  the  eyes  of 
the  reader.     He  tells   us,   that  not  only  the  v.  Glraid. 
nobility  and   sentry,    but   the  whole    people ^'"^f^'T"^* 

r  xTiT   ,  -rii  11- 01  CambriJe  de- 

ot  Wales,  were  pniverlaily  addiaed  to  arras  ;feript.c.  8, 9^ 
that   they   gave   no   attention    to   commerce,  lo^f^ '2.15. 
.navigation,  or  mechanical  arts,  and   but   little  J Jj^g^Q^^ib. 
to    agriculture;     depending     for     fuftenancel.  ii.  c.  5.  ct 
chiefly    on    their    cattle;  'and   diQiking,  or Jj^^'";;;;;^^^^^^^^^^ 
rather    difdaining,     any    labour,     except   the  iibus  vVaUiie, 
toils   of  war  and    hunting,   in  which,   from 
their    infancy,    they   trained    themfelves    up 
with   unwearied    alacrity;    military  exercifes, 
.or  tlie    fevereft    fatigues   in    the    woods   and 
"' mount ainSj  being  their  conflant  diverfions  in 
B  b   ;j  times 


>^ 
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BOOK  II.  times  of  peace.  Their  bodies  were  naturally 
~'~'  not  robuft ;  but  by  this  manner  of  life  they 
became  exceedingly  adive,  hardy,  and  dex- 
trous in  the  ufe  of  their  arms,  and  ever  ready- 
to  take  them  up  when  occaiion  required  it,  ' 
To  fight  for  their  country,  and  lofe  their  lives 
in  defence  of  its  honour  and  liberty,  was  their 
th.ief  pride:  but  to  die  in  their  beds  they 
thought  difgraceful. 

A  very  honourable  teftimony  was  given  to 
their  valour  by  King  Henry  the   Second,  in 
a  letter    to   the    Greek    emperor,     Emanuel 
Comnenus.     This   prince  having  defn-ed  that 
an   account   might  be  lent    him  of   all    that 
was  moil  reinaikable  in  tliC  ifland  of  Britain, 
Henry,  in  anlwer  to  that  requeft,  was  plealed. 
to  take  notice,    among    ctlier  particulars,   of 
the  extraordinary   courage    and    fiercenefs    of 
tile  WelOi,   'wbo   'were   not  afraid  to  fight  zm- 
armed  with    enennes   armed  al  all  ponits,  wd^ 
Urigly  Jhedding  their  blood  in  the  caufe   of  their ' 
country,  and  purchafing  glory  at  the  expence  of 
their   lives.      But    theie    words    rauft   not    be 
taken  in   too  itricl:  a  fenle,  as  if  they  had  ab- 
foiutely    v^.  orn    wo  -armour :     for    they    uled 
fiTjall   and    ii^ht    tari^^ets,    ivliich    were    com- 
wiQvAj    made    of    hides,     and    fometimes    of. 
iron:    bur,    except   dieir  breafcs,  which  thefe 
guarded,  ail    the,  reil;  of  their  bodies  was  left' 
dcfencelefs  ;    no,r   did   thej  cover   tlieir  breads' 
wir!:i  calaue?,  or   iielmcts  ;    io  that,   in  com-  ' 
■  parifon    oi  the   Englii'h,  or  ether   nations  of. 

Europe,-. 
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Europe,     they    might     be    called     u?2armed.  BO  OK  U. 

I  Their    offenfive   weapons    were   arrows,    and  ^       "^       ' 

I  long  pikes,   or  fpears,   which    were   of  great 
ufe  againft    cavalry;    and  thefe    they,   occa- 
fionaliy,    either    pu(hed   with,  or  darted;  in, 
which  exercife  the   whole   nation   was   won- 

;  derfully  expert  ;  bpt  more  efpecially  the 
men  of  North-Wales,  who  had  pikes  fo 
flrong  and  well-pointed,  that  they  would 
pierce  through  an  iron  coat  of  mail :  but 
thofe  of  South- Wales,  and  particularly  the 
province  of  Guent,  or  Monmouth,  which 
was  then  a  part  of  that  kingdom,  were  ac- 
counted the  bed  archers,  not  being  inferior 
in  the  ufe  of  the  long  bow  to  the  Normans 

\  themfelves. 

The  common  people  fought  on  foot  •    but 

fome  of  the  nobility  began  now  to  ride  upon 

horfes    bred   in    their    own    country,    which 

were  high- mettled,   and   fwift,  but  not  very 

ftrong :    and   even    thefe    gentlemen     would 

frequently     difmount,    both    in     combating, 

and    when    they    fled ;    the   nature  of  their 

country,    as   well    as   their   difcipline,    being 

better  adapted  to  foot  than  horfe.     Their  lirfl: 

;  onfet  was   terrible  ;     but,  if  ftoutly   refifted, 

I  they  foon  gave  ground,  and   could  never  be 

il  rallied  i    in  which   they  relembled  other  bar- 

;i  barous   nations,   and  particularly  the   Britons 

(  and    Celts,    their    forefathers.     Yet,   though 

defeated  and   difperied,    they  were  not  fub- 

I  dvied ;    but  prefently  returned  to  make  war 

'■  '  B  h  2  again 
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BOOK  I!,  again  upon  thofe  from  whom    they  had  fled, 
by   ambulcades    and    night    marches,   or   by 
fudden    alTaults,    when    they  were   lead  ex- 
pelled ;    in   which   their   agiUty,    fpirit,    and 
impetuofity,  made  up  what   they  w^anted   in 
weight  and  firmnefs  :    fo  that,  although  they 
were  eafily    overcome  in  a  battle  by  regular 
troops,  they  were  with  great  difficulty  van-  I 
quifhed  in  a  war.     The   fame  vivacity  which 
animated  their  hearts   infpired  their  tongues. 
They  were  of  quick   and   fiiarp   wit ;    natu- 
rally eloquent,  and  ready  in  fpeaking,  with-*  | 
out  any  awe  or  concern,   before  their  fupe- 
riors,    or   in    public     aflemblies.      But     from 
-this  fire  in  their  tempers  they  were   all  very 
paffionate,  vindidive,  and  fanguinary  in  their 
refentments :    nor  was    their    revenge     only 
fudden  and  violent,  w^hen  they  received  any 
perfonal  injury  or  affront,  or  while  the  fting 
of  it  waa  recent  in  their  minds  ;    but  it  was 
frequently  carried  back,   by  a  falfe  fenfe  of 
honour,  even  to  very  remote  and  traditional 
quarrels,  in   which   any  of  their  family   had 
been  ever  engaged.     For  not  only  the  nobles 
and   gentry,    but  even    the    loweft    among 
them,  had  each  by  heart  his  own  genealogy, 
together  with   w^hich  he   retained  a  conftant 
remembrance    of  every    injury,    difgrace,    or 
lof?^,  his  forefathers  had  fuffered,  and  thought 
it  would  be  degeneracy   not   to  refent   it  as 
perfonal   to  himfelf:    fo  that   the  vanity  of 
this  people,    with    regard   to  their    families, 
fei^ved  to  perpetuate    implacable  feuds,    and 

a  kind 
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a  kind  o^  civil  war  among  private  men;  be-'^^OOK  ir. 
fides    the   diflentions  it    excited  among  their'        " 
kings    and    chief   lords,    whicli    proved    the 
def}ru6lion  of  their  national  union,  and  eon- 
fequently  broke  their  national  ilrength. 

They  were  in  their  nature  very  light  and 
inconftant,  eafily  impelled  to  any  under- 
taking, even  the  moil:  wicked  and  dange- 
rous, and  as  eafily  induced  to  quit  it  again  ; 
defirous  of  change,  and  not  to  be  held  by 
any  bonds  of  faith  or  oaths,  which  they 
violated  without  fcruple  or  fenfe  of  fhame, 
both  in  publick  and  private  tranfadlions. 
To  plunder  and  rob  was  fcarcely  accounted 
difhonourable  among  them,  even  when  com- 
mitted againft  their  own  countrymen^  much 
lefs  againft  foreigners.  I'hey  hardly  ever 
married  without  a  prior  cohabitation  ;  it 
being  cuftomary  for  parents  to  let  out  their 
daughters  to  young  men  upon  trial,  for  a 
fum  of  money  paid  down,  and  under  a  pe- 
nalty, agreed  upon  between  them,  if  the 
girls  were  returned.  The  people  in  general, 
and  more  efpecially  their  princes  and  nobles, 
gave  themfelves  up  to  exceffive  lewdnefs ; 
but  were  remarkably  temperate  in  eating  and 
drinking,  conftantly  fafting  till  evening,  and 
then  making  a  fober  meal  ;  unlefs  when  they 
were  entertained  at  the  tables  of  foreigners, 
where  they  indulged  themleives  immode- 
rately, both  in  liquor  and  focd,  paifing  at 
once  from  their  habit  of  abfl'nence  to  the 
B  b  4  moft 
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BOOK  IT.  mo(\.  riotous  and  brutal  excefs:  but,  never-» 
thelefs,  when  they  came  home,  they  returned 
with  great  eafe  to  their  former  courfe  of  life ; 
and  none  of  their  nobles  were  led,  by  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Englifh,  to  run  out  their  for- 
tunes by  a  profufenefs  in  keeping  a  table. 
No  kind  of  luxury  was  yet  introduced  into 
their  manner  of  living  ;  not  even  a  decent 
convenience,  or  neatnefs.  They  feemed  to 
be  proud  of  not  wanting  thofe  delicacies 
which  other  nations  are  proud  of  enjoying. 
Their  kings  indeed,  and  a  few  of  their  prin- 
cipal nobles,  had  t3uilt  fome  caftles,  in  imi- 
tation of  the  Englifh  ;  but  moft  of  their 
gentry  flill  continued  to  dwell  in  huts  made 
of  wattles,  and  fituated  in  folitudes,  by  the 
iides  of  the  woods,  as  mod  convenient  for 
hunting  and  pafture,  or  for  a  retreat  in  time 
of  war.  They  had  no  gardens,  nor  or- 
chards, nor  any  improvements  about  their 
dwellings,  which  they  commonly  changed 
every  year,  and  removed  to  Other  places  (as 
the  Britons  and  Celts,  their  anceftors,  had 
been  accuftomed  to  do),  for  the  fake  of  freili 
pafture,  and  a  new  iupply  of  game. 

Theii"  furniture  was  as  fimple  and  mean 
as  their  houfes,  fuch  as  might  anfwer  the 
mere  neceffities  of  grofs  and  uncivilized  na- 
ture. The  only  elegance  among  them  was 
mufick,  which  they  were  fo  fond  of,  that 
in  every  family  there  generally  were  fome 
^vlio  played   on  the  harp ;  and  fkill  in  that 

infLrumenfe 
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inftrument  was   valued    by  them  more  than^^^^K.  11. 
ail    other  knowledge.     This  greatly    contrU 
buted  to  keep  up  that  chearfuhiefs  which  was 
rnore  univerfal  and  confiant  in  the  Welfli  than 
in  the  Saxons  or  Normans. 

Not  with  ftandhig  their  poverty,  they  were 
fo  holpitable,    that    every    man's    houle   was 
open  to  all  i  and  thus  no  wants  vv^ere  felt  by 
the   moit  indigent,   nor  was    there  a  beggar 
in   tne   nation.      When   any  flranger  or  tra- 
veler came   to  a   houfe,    he    ufcd    no    other 
ceremiOny,  than   at   his   firft   entrance  to   de- 
liver his  arms  into  the  hands   of  the   mafter^ 
who    thereupon    ottered    to    waOi    his    feet; 
which   if  he   accepted,   it  was  underftood   to 
iignify    his    intention    of    flaying     there    all 
night ;    and    none   who    did   io   was   refufed. 
Whatever    the    number  or    quality    of  their 
guells  might   happen  to   be,    the  mafter  and 
miftrefs  of  the   lioufe   waited  on  them,    and 
would  not  fit   down   at   table  with  them,   or 
tafte   any   food,    till  they   had   fupped.     The 
fire   was  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  room, 
on  each   iide   of  which   was  fpread   a  coarfe 
bed    of   hemp    over    a    tiiin    mat  of   ru/hes, 
where  the   whole    family    and     their    guefts 
flept    together,    without    even  a   curtain    be- 
twixt them.     Their  feet  lay  always  next  to 
the  fire,  which,  being  kept  burning  all  night, 
fupplied  the  want  of  bedcloaths,  for  they  had 
no  covering  but  the  cloaths  they  wore  in  the 
day. 

■  It 
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BOOK  II.  It  was  cuftomary  among  them  to  receive 
^  '^  '  in  a  morning  large  companies  of  young  men, 
who,  following  no  occupation  but  arms, 
~  whenever  they  were  not  in  a6lion  ftrolled 
over  the  country,  and  entered  into  any  houfe 
that  they  found  in  their  way  ;  where  they 
were  entertained,  till  the  evening,  with  the 
mufick  of  the  harp,  and  free  converfation 
with  the  young  women  of  the  family  :  upon 
which  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  makes  this  re- 
mark, that  of  all  the  nations  in  the  univerfe 
none  were  more  jealous  of  their  women  than 
the  Irifli,  or  iefs  than  the  Welih.  In  other 
refpects  their  manners  fo  nearly  agreed,  when 
that  author  wrote,  as  to  difcover  the  marks  of 
a  Celtic  origin  common  to  both. 

y.  Tadtnm,  One  is  furprifed  in  obferving  how  abfo- 
^^\  f/J  Kitely  "the  Britons,  after  their  retreat  inta 
Wales,  loft  all  the  culture  they  had  received 
from  the  Romans,  and,  inftead  of  refining 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the 
ifland,  relapfed  themfeives  into  their  rude 
and  barbarous  manners.  This  is  the  more 
wonderful,  becaufe  the  Latin  tOngue,  and  na 
contemptible  fhare  of  its  learning,  were  long 
prefeFved  in  their  public  fchools,  and  con- 
tinued, though  indeed  in  a  declining  ftate, 
even  down  to  the  times  of  which  1  write. 
They  had  alfo  retained  the  profeffion  of  the 
Chriftian  religion,  but  debafed  with  grols 
fuperftitions.  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  informs 
us,  tliat  they  paid  in  his  days  a  more  de- 
vout 
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vout   reverence  to  churches  and  churchmen, ^OOK  ii. 
to    the  relicks  of  faints,    to    croffes,   and  to^       * 
bells,  than  any  other  nation.     Whenever  any 
of  them  happened  to  meet  a  monk,  or  other 
eccleiiaftick,  they  inftantly  threw  down  their 
arms,   and,  bowing  their  heads,  implored  hi^ 
benediction.      When  they  undertook  a  jour- 
ney  into  any  foreign  country,  or  when  they 
married,  or  were  enjoined  by  their  confeiTors 
any   public   penance,   they  paid  a  full  tenth 
of   all    their  goods,    which    they  called    the 
great  tythe^   in  the  proportion    of   two  parts 
to  the  church  wherein    they  had  been  bap- 
tized,   and  one  to   their   biihop.     How    far 
they   carried   their    refpeft    to    afylums    and 
fanCtuaries,  has  already  been  mentioned.    The 
excefs  of  their  fuperftition   with  relation   to 
this  point  is  cenfured  by  Giraldus  Cambrenfis 
himfelf,   as  great  a  bigot  as   he  was  ;  and  it 
certainly  mu(t  have  been  one  principal  caufe, 
why  fo  many  murders  and  other  crimes  were 
committed    among     them.     Their     hermits 
were  celebrated   for   feverer    aufterities    than 
any   others    in    Europe,    the    vehemence    of 
their  temper  carrying   their  virtues,  as  well 
as    vices,     into    extremes.      Pilgrimages    to 
Rome  were  their  favourite  mode  of  devotion, 
though  they  had  many  faints   of  their  own 
nation,  whofe  fhrines  they   adored  with  the 
blindeft   fuperftition.      In   fhort,    their    reli- 
gion,   for    the    moil:   part,    was   fo   different 
from  genuine  Chriftianity,  that  either  it  was 
,  prejudicial  to  civil  fociet^,  or  did  it  no  good. 

The 
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BOOK  II.  The  firfl  ad  of  government,  relating  to 
■v^ei^'^J^VVales,  that  we  find  to  have  been  done  by 
p.  20_j.  Henry  the  Second,  was  his  ftrengthening  the 
colony  of  Flemings  in  Pembrokefhire,  by 
allowing  feme  of  the  Flemifh  mercenaries, 
whom,  in  the  firfi  year  of  his  reign,  he  ba- 
Didied  out  of  England,  to  go  to  their  coun- 
trymen eftablifhed  in  that  province,  and  fettle 
among  them.  This  was  a  very  prudent  and 
pohtick  meafure.  For  they  were  as  fervice- 
able  there  to  him  and  his  realm,  as  they  had 
been  hurtful  in  England.  The  former  plan- 
tation^ after  the  WeKh  had  fubdued  the  bor- 
dering provinces,  had  with  invincible  courage 
maintained  their  ground  till  the  deceafe  of 
King  Stephen.  A  ceffation  of  hoftilities  on 
the  part  of  the  Welih  foon  followed  that 
event ;  their  princes  becoming  jealous  the 
one  of  the  other,  and  more  inclined  to  dif- 
pute  among  themfelves  the  poffeffion  of  the 
conquefts  they  had  made,  than  to  attempt 
more,  either  feparateiy,  or  confederated  to- 
gether. This  reinforcement  of  brave  and 
veteran  foldiers  was  therefore  fufficient  to 
defend  the  Flemifh  colony  ;  and  Henry  was 
contented  with  thus  fortifying  that  part  of 
South-Wales  which  was  ftill  pofTeffed  by 
his  fubje<fis  :  but  as,  in  the  late  civil  war^ 
his  mother  had  been  affectionately  ferved  by 
the  Welfn,  and  he  was  embarrafled  with 
feveral  more  urgent  affairs  at  the  beginning 
of  his  reign,  he  (uffered  their  princes  to  re- 
tain the  provinces  which,  under  that  of  his 

prede* 
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predecefibr,    they    had    recovered    from    the  BOOK  II, 
Englifh  :  yet   not   by  a  ceffion   of  them,  or'       ^^    °^- 
any  acknowledgement  of  the  right  of  thole 
princes ;  but  by  a  bare   acquiefcence,  which 
left  him  at  Hberty  to  affert  his  own  preten- 

,  fions  to  the  dominion  thereof,  and  the  claim 
of  his  fubjedls  to  the  lands,  at  a  more  pro- 
per feafon.  All  Powis-land,  except  lome 
difi:ri<5LS  between  the  Wye  and  the  Severne, 
which  were  held  of  his  crown  by  the  earl  of 
Chefler  and  other  barons  of  England,  was 
then  under  the  government  of  Madoc  ap 
Meredyth,  his  friend  and  vaffal.  But  the 
conduct  of  this  prince  had  rendered  him  fp 
obnoxious  to  the  reft  of  his  countrymen, 
and  rnore  efpecially  to  Owen  Gwyneth,  that, 
with  a  view  to  his  future  fecurity,  he  dili- 
gently employed  all  his  credit  with  Henry, 
to  incite  him  to  make  war  againft  Northr 
Wales,  In  order  to  reduce  it  under  its  former 
iubjedtion  to  England.  Thefe  inftigations 
W'Cre  vehemently  enforced  by  Cadwalladerj 
brother  to  Owen  ;  who,  having  killed  his 
own  fon-in-law,  the  eldeil:  fbn  of  Gryiiyth, 

•   late   prince    of  South-Wales,  in  fingle  com- 
bat, upon  a  fudden  quarrel,  had  been  driven 
put   of  his    country    by    Owen   himfelf,  and 
was  now  an  exile  in  the  court  of  Ens-land, itiner.  Camb. 
where  he  fued  to  the  king;  for  aid  to  recover*;"- '^•J5'- 
his  lands.     In  this  luit  ne  was  aniited  by  ^Hp.gq^. 
the  relations  and  friends  of  his  wife,  a  lady  Gui.Neubrlg. 
of  the  noble    and    powerful    houfe  of  Clar(?.  'g'°_^'' 2^^' 
jByt,    more    than    all    their    perfuafions,    the 
?  dcfirq 
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BOOK  II.  defire  of  glory,  and  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  im* 
^^^IT'o^^  portance   of   the    objcift    propofed    to    him, 
M.Weftm.  et  urged  Henry   on  to  this  war.     He  thought 
Aimaies  de    jj.  ^yQ^ld  be  a  reproach,   and  a  flain   to  his 
fubann!i  157.  honour,  if  he  (hould  fufFer  any  longer  a  petty 
WeiihChron.  prince   of  North- Wales,    whofe  predeceffors 
Brompttr"*hacl  been  tributaries    and  vaffals  to  England 
chron.  fub    in  former  times,  to  hold  his  dominions  inde- 
ann.  1158.    pg^dent  on   him,  whofe   empire  extended  fo 
far  beyond  that  of  any   other  monarch  thaf 
ever  had  reigned  in  this  iiland.     Nor  could 
he,  in  the  high  and  flourilhing  ftate  of  his 
kingdom,    be    eafy    under   the  lofs  of  thofe 
provinces  of  South- Wales,  which  the  weak- 
nefs   of  Stephen's    government,    amidft    the 
diftradlions   of  civil   war,    had   enabled   the 
Welfti  to  reconquer  from  the  Englifh  ;  efpe- 
cially    as  neither   the    fons   of  GryfFyth   ap 
Rhees,   nor   thofe  of  Owen    Gwyneth,   had 
ever   done   him   homage    for    the  territories 
they  held  in  any  parts  of  that  country.     He 
knew,    that  none  of  his   fubje6ls,   who  ftill 
retained    their    pofleffions    within   the    limits 
of   Wales,    could    hope    to   enjoy   a   lading 
tranquillity,  unlefs  he  fubdued  the  arrogance 
of  thofe  ambitious  princes,   and  forced  them 
to  acknowledge   that   he  was  their  fovereign. 
1'here   u^as    no    enterprize,    which    could   be 
undertaken  by  him  in   foreign  parts,   fo  ne- 
ceflary   as  this  j  or  of  equal  advantage  to  his 
^reat  inter eji^  that  is,   to  the  interelt   of  his 
reo;al  dominloris.      lie    therefore    refblved    to 
attempt  it  ;    and,  having   drawn    out   of  the 

whole 
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whole  militia  of  England  a  very  great  army, BOOK  if. 
he  led  it  through  Chefliire    into    Flintfliire,  ^^rp^'"^^ 
and  advanced    tov/ards-  Baiingvverk,    a  call:leckat.utfupri- 
built    by    an    earl    of    Chefter,    which    the 
Welfh,    in    the    late    reign,    had    taken   and 
demolilhed.     At    this   place,    or   nigh   to  it, 
Owen  Gvvyneth  lay  encamped,  with  all  the 
forces    he   could   colic<5(:    out   of  a  populous 
nation,     in    which     (excepting    the    clergy) 
"every  man  was  a  foldler.     He  feemed  deter- 
mined to   ft  ay  there  and  give  battle  to  the 
king  ;  but  this  appearance  was  only  an  arti- 
fice, to  draw  the  Enplilli  into  a  narrow  and 
difficult  pafs,    between   two  ranges  of  hills, 
where   he   had    fecretly   placed   a   numerous 
ambufcade,  under  the  command  of  his  fons. 
Henry,  too  confident  in  the  ftrength   of  his 
army,  and  not  confulting  enough  with  thofe 
who  had  a  more  perfedt   knowledge  of  the 
country,  fell  into  the  fnare,  and  paid   dearly 
for  his  ralhnefs.     When  he  and  his  vanguard 
vv^ere  engaged  in  the  middle  of  thefe  ftreights, 
the   Welfln,    rifmg   at    once,    vvith  the    moft 
horrible    outcries,    from   under  the   cover  of 
the    woods,    that    hung    over    the  fteep  and 
rocky  lides  of  the  pals,  aflaulred  them  with 
(lones,    arrows,    and  other   miiiiie    weapons. 
The  difadvantage  of  the  plaice,  the  confuiion 
they    were    thrown    into,     the    dilraay    that 
came  upon   them,  quite   difabled  them  from 
refiftinff  this  unexaecled  attack.     Two  fi:reat 
barons,    Euflace    Fitz-John.   and    Robert    dc 
Courcy,    were   flain,     Henry,  tiiiding  it   im- 

pofTibic 
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BOOK  II  poffible  to  advance  any   further,  endeavoured 
"■"  to  retire  back  to  the  entrance  of  the  i^:reights, 

and  with  much  difficulty  performed  it  ;  but 
mod  of  the  troops,  which  had  compofed  his 
vanguard,  were  miferably  deftroyed,  before 
he  was  able  to  difenga^e,  either  them,  or 
himlelf,  from  this  fatal  fiaiation.  Some, 
who  efcaped  by  flight,  carried  their  fear 
along  with  them  ;  and  meeting  the  refl:  of 
the  army,  who  were  advancing  in  good  or- 
der to  the  entrance  of  the  pais,  Ipread 
among  them  a  report  of  the  death  of  the 
king:  upon  which,  Henry  de  Eflex,  here- 
.  ditary  ifandard-bearer  of  England,  wasfeized 
with  fuch  a  terror,  that  he  threw  to  the 
ground  the  royal  ftandard,  and  cried  aloud, 
*'  The  king  is  fjain!*'  The  confternation 
became  general;  the  troops  fell  into  difor^ 
der  :  the  VVelfh,  perceiving  it,  iifued  torth, 
and  attacked  them  with  great  fury;  the  whole 
army  would  have  been  routed  in  the  moft 
fliameful  manner,  if  Henry,  at  this  inftant, 
had  not  fhewn  himlelf  to  them,  and,  with  a 
countenance  full  of  alacrity,  encouraged, 
rallied,  and  led  them  on  to  the  charge. 
Animated  by  the  joy  of  feeing  him  fafe, 
they  quickly  drove  the  enemy  back  into  the 
wood.  He  then  drew  off  his  forces,  and, 
encamping  them  in  a  ftation  where  he  had 
nothing  to  fear,  deliberated  with  his  barons 
and  other  principal  officers  what  raeafures 
he  fhould  purfue  in  the  management  of  the 
>V3r  againft    fuch  dangerous  enemies,  whoi'e 

vgJpui- 
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Vatoiir    he    found    fo    prudently    conducted. ^O OK  IL 
The  plan,    he    now    formed,    was,   to  leave 
upon  his  left  the  tracfl  of  woody  hills,  through 
which  he  had  fo  unhappily  aitempted  to  pafs, 
and  march  along  the  fea-(hore,  till  he   lliouid 
i  get  beyond  Bafmgwerk,   to  the  back  of  the 
■  poll:  the  Welfh    had    taken ;    at    the    fame 
time  ordering  his  fleet  (as  Harold  had  done) 
to  cruiie    along   the   coafts,    and    make  de- 
.  fcents  upon   the  open  parts  of  the  country* 
But,  when  Owen  was  informed   of  thefe  re- 
folutions,  he   retired   to  a  ftrong  poll  in  the 
mountains  of  Snowden,  and  there  encamped* 
Henry  immediately    fubdued  all   Flintfhire ; 
and,  to  fecure  his  poffeffion,    made  roads  for 
an  army   to  pafs  without  difficulty  through 
the  whole  province  ;    cut  down   the  woods  ; 
rebuilt  the  important  cailles  of  Ruthlan  and 
"■  Baiingwerk  ;      began     that     of    Flint ;     and 
founded    a    houfe   for  the   knights    templars, 
which  was  a  new  kind  of  garnfon,  unknown 
before  in   that  country,  but  as  ufeful   as  any 
other  to  bridle  the  Wellh.     While   he  was 
employed  in  thefe    works,    Owen,    dreading 
the  confequences  of  their  being  completed, 
came    down    from   the    mountains,    and    ad* 
vanced  to  the  borders  of  Fiintihire.     Several 
Ikirmiihes   happened   afterwards  between  the 
two    armieSs     but    no    general     a6tion  1    the 
Welfh  prince   being  afraid  to  venture  a  battle 
in  an   open  or   level  country  3   and  the  king 
of  England,    inflruded   by   the    lofs    he  had 
futtered,  as  carefully  avoiding  to  expofe  him- 
VoL.  IL  C  c  felf, 
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S££!Li  felf,  or  his  army,  to  any  more  ambufcade^,  i 
111  the  mean  time   a  great   fleets    aflembled  > 
at  Chefter    by  his    orders,    had    failed  from  (< 
that   harbour^    aild  affified  his  operations   in 
Fliiltfhire  ;    after  which  he  fent  it  to  infeft 
the  other  coafts  of  North- Wales,   under  thee 
command    of  Madoc   ap  Meredyth,    whom; 
he   ernployed  iil  this   fervice,    to  render  the 
enmity   between    him    and    his    countrymen 
more  irreconcileable.     Some  of  the  forces  of 
that  prince,  in  conjunction  with  the  Englilh, 
made  a  defcent    on    the    ifle    of   Anglefey ; 
where  they  ravaged  the  coiintrVj   and  plun^ 
dered  even  the  churches,   without  refinance  : 
but,   as    they  were  returning  to  their    fhips, 
overloaded   with    fpoils,    the  whole  flrength 
of  the  ifie  fell  fuddenly  upon  thenij  and  cut 
them  to  pieces.     Yet,  though  this   attempt 
t\'as  fo  unfortunate,    Owen,  finding    himfelf 
unable  to  hinder  the  Englilh  from  fubduing 
or  defolating    the    moft    fertile   parts  of  his 
maritime  provinces,   and   preventing  the  im- 
poftatiou   of  corn  from  abroad,  was  very  un-- 
eafy    for    fear    of  wanting    provifions,  if  he 
fliould  either  remain  long  in  the  pod  he  had 
taken,  or  fhut  himfelf  up  with  his  army  in 
the  defarts  of  Snowden.     He   therefore  fued 
fm  peace  5    which    Henry    granted    him  on 
"^^'^*  ^"iar i?  ^^^^  terms    as  were  both   advantageous   and, 
eKat.m  ^^P"^^' j^Q^Q^^able  to  England  ;    namely,  that  Owen 
fhouM  do  him  homage,  yield  up  all  the  dif- 
trids    and    eaflles   in   North- VVales^    which, 
during  the  rei^ti  of  King  Stephen,,  had  beea 

won 
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won  from  the  Engllfli,    and    deliver  two  ofBOOK  ir. 
his    fens  as  hoftages    for  his  future    fidelity.'       *' 
He  ahb   obliged  him  to  reftore   the  lands  of  , 

his  brother  Cadwallader  ;  by  which  that 
prince  was  confirmed  in  his  attachment  to 
England,  and  others  of  the  WeKh  nation 
were  encouraged  to  defire  its  protection  and 
favour.  Having  obtained  thefe  great  points, 
and  put  flrong  garrifons  in  the  caftles  of 
Ruthlan  and  Eafingwerk,  he  left  the  re- 
mains of  the  war  to  be  profecuted  by  the 
Lords  of  the  Marches  afjainlT:  the  inferior 
Wehli  princes,  who,  he  fuppofed,  would 
not  long  continue  in  arms,  after  Owen  had 
fubmitted.  Nor  was  he  miftaken  in  his 
judgement.  For,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
following  year,  all  the  princes  of  South- 
Wales,  except  Rhees  ap  Gryffyth,  and  aU 
the  lefler  chieftains  and  nobles  of  that 
country,  came  to  him  in  England,  and  there  Y^'^*  ^"(^ores 
received  from  him  the  conditions  of  a  peace,  ^*''^'"*"' '^^'^** 
which  he  accorded  to  them  on  their  making 
a  full  ceffion  to  him  of  all  the  territories  or 
lordfhips  which  had  been  won  from  the 
crown  or  fabje<5i:s  of  England  in  the  reign 
of  his  predeceflbr,  and  doing  him  homage 
for  their  own  patrimonial  eftates.  As  for 
Powis-land,  the  much  greater  p-irt  of  that 
country  was  then  under  the  government  of 
Madoc  ap  Meredyth,  who  held  it  of  him 
by  liege  homage ;  and  the  reft  was  in  the 
hands  of  leveral  Englifh  lords,  except  per- 
haps a.  fe-w  diflricls  conquered  from  them 
Q  c  2r  by 
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BOOK  II.  by  the  Wellh  during  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
'"""^  '  and  allowed  by  the  king  to  continue  in  their 
poilefilon  upon  their  becoming  his  vaffals. 
But  no  quiet  or  perfect  fettlement  could  be 
made  of  South-V/ales,  while  Rhees  ap 
Gryfiyth  remained  linconquered.  The  great 
fpirit  of  that  prince  could  not  patiently  en- 
dure to  fee  the  dominions,  which  for  many 
'  ages  had  belonged  to  his  illuftrious  anceflors, 
torn  by  the  arms  of  ambitious  foreigners 
from  him  and  his  children.  He  commanded 
his  people  to  remove  their  flocks,  herds,  and 
other  goods,  to  the  defart  of  Tywy,  and 
made  war  on  the  king  of  England,  though 
deferted  and  betrayed  by  all  his  confederates, 
Henry  J  who  efteemed  his  courage  and  mag- 
nanimity, fent  him  a  friendly  invitation  to 
come  to  his  court,  with  an  aflurance  that 
he  ihould  be  gracioufly  and  kindly  received; 
but  threatened,  if  he  refiifed  the  favour  of- 
fered to  him,  that  the  whole  power  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales  Ihould  be  employed  to  bring 
him  thither.  Having  coniulted  with  his 
friends  what  anfwer  to  return,  and  being 
advifed  by  them  to  go,  he  followed  their 
counfel  ;  and  the  king,  receiving  his  ho- 
mage, gave  him  the  ancient  demefne  of  his 
anceftors  in  South- Wales;  but  not  without 
taking  from  him,  as  hoilages  for  his  fidehty, 
two  of  his  fons  ;  a  like  fecurity  having  been 
exacted  from  all  the  other  Welfl:;  princes. 
Thus  was  concluded  this  trouble lome  and 
¥ery  dangeroi^s  war,   with  great  honour  ta 

Henry^ 
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Henry,  who,  in  the  iffue  of  it,  recovered  all  book  il 
the  Englifh  poffeffions  within  the  confines  of'' 
Wales  which  Stephen  had  loft;  and  did  that, 
which  neither  his  grandfather,  King  Henry 
the  Firfl:,  nor  William  Rufus,  could  do,  re^ 
ftored  to  England  its  fovereignty  over  the 
whole  nation,  hy  forcing  not  only  the  inferior 
princes,  but  the  king  of  North-Wales  himfelf, 
to  hold  his  territories  as  a  vafi'al,  under  homage 
and  fealty. 

Some   years    after   thefe  events,    a  quarrel  V.Neubrlg. 
arifinp;  between   Henrv  de  ILflex  and  Robert  o  "' '^^  5>,,^ 

1-aPr  1         r     ''  -1-11  Brompt.  Chr. 

de  Montrort,  the  former  was  pubiickly  re-fubanu.usS. 
proached  by  the  latter  for  his  cowardly  be- 
haviour in  this  war,  and  accufed  of  high- 
treafon.  Henry  had  called  him  to  no  ac- 
count for  it  at  the  time  when  it  happened  ; 
imputing  it  only  to  a  fudden  impreffion  of  ter- 
ror, and  not  to  a  wilful  or  criminal  treachery, 
which  there  does  not  feem  to  have  been  the 
leait  reaion  to  fufpedt.  Military  difcipline,  in- 
■deed,  might  require  him  to  be  puni.fhed,  and 
the  king  was  (Irid  ni  that  difcipline  (as  a  wife 
prince  will  always  be)  j  but,  in  this  inftance, 
his  regard  for  the  honour  ofa  family,  which 
both  in  blood  and  allicHices  was  very  illuflri- 
ous,  and  feme  compaflion  for  an  unhappy 
moment  of  weaknefs,  which  future  adlions 
might  atone  for,  prevailed  over  that  rigour, 
which,  neceflary  as  it  is,  may  fometimes  give 
way  to  the  dictates  of  humanity^  even  for  rea- 
C  c   7  fons 
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BOOK  ILfons  of  prudence.     Henry  de  EflTex  ferved  af- 
Vid.  Fkz-     terwards  in  the  war  of  Touloufe  without  re- 
Stephen  in    preach  :  but  this  unfortunate  quarrel  happen- 
Thomie        ^^S'  *^"^  °^^^  of  his  peers  thus  arraigning  him 
of  a  capital  crime,  he  either  demanded  himfelf 
a  trial  by  duel  (lefs  improper  in  this  cafe  than, 
perhaps,  in  any  other),  or  agreed  to  it  when  of- 
fered by  his  accufer  :  and  the  king,  though  he 
difapproved  that  barbarous  method  of  trial  (as 
I  fhall  have  occafion  to  (hew  hereafter),  could 
not  avoid  allowing  it  at  the  requefl:  of  both  the 
parties.     He  therefore  appointed  the  lifts  ac- 
cording to  law  :  the  combat  was  fought  in  his 
prefence:  Plenry  de  ElTex  was  vanquished  by 
his  braver  antagonifl ;  and,  if  he  had  fuffered 
the  legal  penalties,  muft  have  been  ignomi- 
]  iiioufly  put  to  death,  or,  at  leaft,  have  loft  his 

eyes  :  but  the  king,  with  his  ufual  clemency, 
mitigated  that  doom  ;  permitting  him  to  take 
the  habit  of  a  monk  in  the  abbey  of  Reading; 
the  only  ftate  proper  for  him  ;  as  the  rules  of 
chivalry  in  thofe  days  would  not  allow  him  to 
continue  any  longer  in  the  world,  or  hold 
lands  by  knight-fervice,  under  fuch  a  load  of 
publick  difhonour. 

Hoved.  Ann.  During  the  courfe  of  the  year  eleven  hun- 
Chton.  Mail- ^''^"^  and  fifty-fcven,  while  Henry  was  at 
ros,  fub  ann.  Chefter,  Malcolm  the  Third,  king  of  Scot- 
^^57«  land,  came  to  wait  upon  him  there,  and  do 

him  homage  for  the  fiefs  he  held  of  England, 
which  he  did  wifb  afaving  to  all  bis  royal  dig- 

nitieu 
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mites.     The  next  year  he   again   attended  a^OOK  ii. 
great  council,   held  by  Henry  at  Carlifle,  andj^iov^J^lilTfL^ 
was  very  defirous  of  receiving  from  the  hands  an^.  1158, 
of  that  monarch  the  honour  of  knighthood: 
but    fonie    difference,     unaccounted    for    by 

jany  hidorian,  arifing  between  them,  Henry 
would  not  then  confer  upon  him  that  favour. 
Yet  they  ftill  continued  friends;  and,  what- 
ever this  cloud  of  diifatisfadion  might  be,  it 

I  was  foon  diffipated.     The  Chriftmas  feflival 
of  the  year    eleven   hundred   and    fifty-eight  ^^eubng,i,ii, 
being   celebrated  at  Lincoln  by   Henry,    upon^*  ^' 
his  return  from  Carlifle,  he  wore  his  crown, 

i  as  in  fuch  folernnities  it  was  cuftomary  to  doj 
but  held  his  court  in  the  fuburbs-i  froni  regard 
to  an  ancient  fuperftition,  which  fupppfed 
that  great  calamities  would  befal  any  king 
who  Ihould  be  crowned  in  that  city.  Stephen 
had  been  the  firft  who  publickly  defpifecj, 
and  a^Sted  againfi:,  this  abfurd  opinion  ;  but, 
the  crown  having  been  afterwards  taken  fron^ 

i  his  family,  it  was  confirmed  more  than  ever 
in  the  minds  of  the  vulgar,  Henry  yielded 
to  a  folly  he  could  not  remove,  and,  perhaps, 
in  fo  doing  he  a<£l:ed  wifely:  but  although  he 

■  complied    with    the    people  in  this   inftance, 

'  he  did  not  think  with  them,  if '^ve  may  judge 
by  his   behaviour  on  another  occafion.     For  Hibernia  exr 

^  Giraldus    Cambrenfis    tells    us,    that    as"   beP"^?'"' ^- ^' 
made  fome  ftay  at  St.  David's,  on  his  return 
out    of    Ireland,    a   woman    of   the    country 
brought  a  complaint  to  him  againfh  the  bifiiop, 
which  HQt  being  infhantly  anfwered  by  him 

C  C  4  ii^     ■    ■ 
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BOOK  II. in    the    manner   fhe    defired,    fhe    cried  out, 
""         with   great  vehemence,  fcreamhig  and  clap? 
ping  her  hands,  j4venge  us,  Lech-laver,  avenge 
our  nation,  this  day,  of  this  man  :  nor  could 
Hie  be  hindered,   by  the  endeavours  of  thofe 
who  were  prefent,  from  often  repeating  thefe 
words.     Now,    this    Lech-laver,   whofe  ven- 
geance  (lie    fo   wildly    invoked,  was  a  great 
l^one,   ten   feet  in   length  and  fix  in  breadth, 
which  lay   acrofs   a  fmall  rivulet,  in  the  ca- 
thedral  chuich-yard.     Probably  it   had  been 
one    of  t'  ofe    confecrated    (lones,  which   the 
ancient  druids  ereded  in  many  parts   of  this 
ifland  ;  and,  though  C  hriiiicinity  h.d  long  abo- 
lifhed    the    worfliip,    the    fuperftition   of  the 
WeKh   might  iHIl  afcribe  to  it  lome  miracu- 
lous power  :  but  what  this  woman  alluded  to 
was  a  prediction   very   famous  anong  them, 
and  fuppofed  to  have  been  delivered  by  their 
great  prophet,  Merlin,  that   a  k  ng   of  Eng- 
land rgtunung  from  the  conqueft  of  Ireland 
fhould   die    upon    Lech-laver.     Henry,  being 
informed  of  this   by   the  perlbns  about  him, 
\vent  and   looked    at  the  iione  for  a  few  mo- 
ment's,  and   then   paffu^ig  over  it  laid  aloud   to 
all  there,   IV ho  will  here  after  have  any  faith  in 
the  liar   Molmf     F  om   whence  I  conclude, 
that  he  \  pu!d  not  have  been  afraid  of  being 
crouned   within   the  walls  of  Lincoln,  if  he 
.could  as  eafily  have  Ihewn  the  vanity  of  that 
prcphecy,   as  he  did  pf  this  j   or  if  he  had  not 
ju  'i;ed  that  the  luperititions  of  his  lubjeas  in 
i'  >  g\md  required  more  complaifance  from  him 
,thaii  thofe  oi  the  Welih. 

In 
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In  the  fame  year,  eleven  hundred  and  fifty- ^^^K  11. 

1  eight,  was   completed  a  very  great  and  ^'iffi- j)[ceto  ct  Aa^ 

I  cult  work,  v/hich   the  king  had  begun  twonales  Waverl. 
years    before;    namely,   the  reftorlng  of  thej^o^^^^jenfu^' 

\  money  of  his  kingdom  ro  its  due  weight  andaun.  1156. 

■  finenefs  From  the  continual  wants  and  dif- 
orders  of  government  during  the  reign  of 
King  Steplitn,  it  had  been  fo  debafed,  that 
Henry  faw  a  necefiity,  for  the  fake  of  the  na- 
tional commerce,  to  call-in  the  whole  and 
recoin  it;  ati  act  the  more  meritorious,  as  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  aid  was  granted  to 
the  crown  for  defraying  the  expence  of  it,  or 
any  iofs  fuflained  by  tiie  owners  of  the  fpecie 
thus  brought  to  the  mint !  Together  with  the 

reft,  was  gathered  in  and  melted  down  all  that  

money,  which,  dur  n^  the  late  unhappy  times.;..,, .< 
of  anarchy  and  confulio.i,  many  of  the  barons, 
ulurping  the  exerciie  of'  royal  authority,  had 
dared  to  coin  in  their  own  names:  and  this  fuf- 
ficiently  accounts  for  none  of  thofe  coins  having 
ever  been  found.      It   was  indeed  very  proper, 

,  not  to  let  any  memorials  remain  to  pofterity 
of  fuch  a  Violation  of  .the  rights  of  our  mo- 
narchy m  one  of  its  greateil  and  mod  effen- 
tial  prerogatives. 

The  kingdom  of  England  enjoying  now  a NeubngJ.n, 
perred  tranquilhty,   Henry  went  over  to  Nor- ^7-    ^^ 

*  J  1  r  rr  '  r   •  %       Chron.Norm. 

mandy,   where  lome  affairs  or  miportance  de-p.  992.  964. 
mandcd  his  prefence.     By  the  death  of  Conan  ^^K'-^-^"'-'^^'^^* 
le  Gros,  hte  duke  of  Bretagne,  that  dutchy^l^^'^'f^;' 

had 
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BOOK  n.had  been  thrown  into  great  troubles  and  dif- 
^-—v^""^  orders.  For  this  prince  having  difinherited 
his  fon  Hoel  on  an  uncertain  fufpicion  of 
baftardy,  Eudo  earl  of  Pontleure  (now  called 
Pentievre)  laid  claim  to  the  fucceffion  in  right 
of  Bertha,  his  wife,  the  eldell  daughter  of 
Conan,  whom  he  had  married  after  the  de- 
ceafe  of  Alan  earl  of  Richmond  and  of  the 
Lower  Bretagne,  her  firfl  huiband.  But  the  in^ 
habitants  of  the  city  and  earldom  of  Nantes, 
having  an  affection  for  Hoel,  who  they 
thought  was  unjuftly  deprived  of  his  inhe^ 
ritatice,  put  themfelves  under  his  govern- 
ment. While  they  were  engaged  in  a  war 
with  the  earl  of  Pontieure  on  this  account, 
his  wife  Bertha  died :  which  event  produced 
immediately  a  new  competition ;  Conan  le 
Petit,  her  Ion  by  the  earl  of  Richmond,  lay^ 
ing  claim  to  the  dutchy,  and  Eudo,  his  fii- 
ther-in-law,  refufing  to  refign  it.  Much  blood 
was  (lied  in  this  quarrel,  but,  after  various 
fucceffes,'  the  baron  de  Fougeres,^  who  fought 
for  Gonan,  took  Eyido  prjfoner  i  whereupon 
almoft  all  the  nobility  of  Bretagne  did  ho- 
Vid.au^ores  mage  to  the  former.  During  the  courfe  of 
.^i^^^'"^^"P^'^'thefe  troubles  the  inhabitants  of  Nantes  and 
its  earldom  had  remained  for  fome  time  un- 
der the  dominion  of  Hoel ;  but,  finding  by 
experience  that  he  was  deficient  in  fenle  and 
courage,  they  afrerwards  drove  him  out,  as 
incapable  of  the  government  to  which  they 
had  called  him;  and  he  probably  died  very 
fQon^  or  retired   into  a  convent^    no  further 
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i  mention  being  made  of  him  in  the  hiftorv  ofBOOK  if. 
thofe  times.     Neverthelefs   his    late  fubjeds,^        ^' 
I  inftead  of  fubmittins:   to  Conan,  elected   for 
their  ruler  Prince   GeofFry  Plantagenet,  who, 
having  been  lately  difappointed  In  his  dedgns 
upon  Anjou,  gladly   embraced    this    occafion 
1  of  advancing  his  fortune.     Nor  did  his  bro- 
ther. King  Henry,   oppofe  their  choice:  butArgentre, 
I  on  the  contrary   (if  we  may  believe  an  hlfto-^*  i^« '^^  52* 
I  rian  of  Bretagne)  fupported  him  againil:  Co- 
;  nan;  the  goodnefs  of  his   nature  overcoming 
ail  thofe  fentiments  of  refentment   which    the 
pad  behaviour  of  this  prince  might  have  rea- 
lonably    excited.      And    indeed,   without   his 
affiftance,  the    people   of  Nantes    muft   have 
found  it  a  very  difficult    enterprize  to  main- 
tain that  province  thus  divided  from  the  reft 
of  the  dutchy.     He  did  not  even  avail  himfelf 
of  this  new  provi{ion    made    for  Geoffry,  to 
u'ithdraw  from  him  the  pention  he  had  fettled 
upon   him.     Bat  a  long   polTeffion   of  either 
j  .was  not  granted  by  Providence  to  this  unfor- 
I  tunate   prince.     Within   lefs  than  two  years 
I  from   his  ele^llon   he  died,  and  left  no  iffue. 
Prefently  after  his  deceafe,   Conan  feized  on 
the  earldom  as  belonging  to  the  dutcl^y  :  but 
I  King  Henry  laid  claim  to  it,  as  heir  to  his 
i   brother,   who,   I  prufume,   left  it  to  him  by 
a  telfamentary   fettlement,  with  the   confent 
of  the  citizens  and  vaflals    of  the  earldom  : 
for  otherwife   it   would  be  difficult  to  make 
out  his   title  i  fince  what  Geoffry  had  poffeif, 
iiot  by  bloody   but  eledion,  could  never  de- 

fcend 
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BOOK  11.  fcend  from  that  prince  to  his  elder  brother 
by  right  of  inheritance.  But  he  might  delire 
on  his '  death-bed  to  atone  in  this  manner 
for  his  former  rebellions  againft  him ;  and 
his  will  might  be  r  tified  by  the  nobility  and 
the  people,  who,  having  offended  by  their 
pafl  condu(5t  both  Conaa  and  Eudo,  were 
afraid  of  fubmitting  to  either  of  thofe  princes, 
and  could  find  no  potentate  who  was  fo  able 
to  defend  them  againft  both  as  Henry  Plan- 
tagenet.  Flow  far  they  were  juftitied  in  de- 
nying obedience  to  Conan,  after  the  expul- 
fiOn  of  Hoel,  may  be  matter  of  doubt.  The 
bed  excufe  for  it  is,  the  latitude  which  the 
ancient  Britiih  cuftoms,  tliat  continued  to 
prevail  with  regard  to  the  government  there 
as  w^eli  as  in  Wales,  gave  to  the  community 
in  difpoiing  of  the  right  of  fucceiiion.  But, 
whether  the  title  of  Henry  wus  juft  or  unjuil, 
he  did  not  much  apprehend  any  oppofition 
thereto,  unlefs  a  jealouly  of  his  further  ag- 
grandifement  jn  France  fbould  induce  Louis 
to  take  part  with  Conan,  or  Eudo,  againft 
him  ;■  and  therefore  he  fet  on  foot  a  negoci- 
iUioa,  whicl^  he  had  reafon  to  believe  would 
hinder    that    monarch    from    obftruding    his 

Dlcetolnvsg.  cieJ3ans.     This  was  a  propofil  for  a  treaty  of 

Chron.  i\!b"-'"^-^^-^'^^p3^  between  Prince.  Henry,  who  was' 
ann.  1158.  novv  his  eldcfl  fon  (William,  his  firft-born, 
Chrnn.Norm.  j.^^^^j-jg    ^^^^    about    two    years    before),  and 

Ne^i^brig.i.i'i.  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Louis  le  Jeune  by 
cw-  his  iecoiid  wife,  Conftantia,  princels  of  Caf- 

tile.     Both  were  very  young  children  ;  but  it 

was 
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was   the  mode  of  the  times   to  cement  alli-^O^K:  IT. 
ances  and  conne6l  families  by  contrads  between  hhi.  Ludov. 
royal  infants.  The  offer  was  joyfully  accepted  vii.  Reg. 
by  Louis,  who  thought  it  both   advantageous  ^P^jJ^J-^^^'j^ 
and   honourable  to  him ;  and  Conftantia,   his\v.Y>^^is* 
queen,    moft   paffionately    defired    it,    having  4^6. 
no  greater  object  of  ambition  (as  flie  had  no 
fon)  than  to  procure  for  her  daughter  the  in- 
heritance of  the   kingdom  of  England,   and 
other    territories    poiiefled    by    the  houfe    of 
Plantagenet.     Henry  knew  this,   and  meant 
to  avail  hmifelf  of  thefe  difpofitions  for  more 
than  one  purpofe.     Beiides  the  advantage  of 
not     being    moleded    in    his    pretenfions    to 
Nantes   he  hoped,  by  means  of  this  alliance,  to 
recover  Giiors,  and  the  reft  of  the  Norman 
Vexin,  which  had  been  ceded  by  his   father 
to  Louis  le  Gros.     This  territory  was  a  fron- 
tier of  great   importance,   containing,   befides 
the  ftrong  fortreis  abovementioned,  the  caftles 
of  N'eufle   and  Neufchatel,   with  fome  others 
of  leifer  note ;  which   chain  of  forts,   if  re- 
united to  the   dutchy  of  Normandy,  would 
form  a  good   barrier  for  the  defence  of  that 
country  ;  but  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
king  of  France  would  expofe  it  to  continual 
danger.       Henry   propofed   that    thefe  places 
Ihould  be  given  by  that  prince  as  a  portion  to 
his  daughter;  and,  confidering   the   greatnefs 
of  the  match  he  oitered,  tlie  ciemaiid  wa:  not 
exorbitant.       Overtures  being    made    cf  this 
aitair  to  Louis  by  Henry's  chaiicelior,  Bezket,  V.  .^uftol•e5 
the  two  kings  had  an  interview  on  the  bor-'^"^^*^'^^''^'^^' 

ders 
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BOOK  II. ders  of  Normandy,  in  which  they  agreed  on 
""  ^the  match,  and  mutually  pledged  their  faith 
thereupon  to  each  other  :  but,  fome  circum- 
ftances  requiring  a  further  difcuflion,  Louis 
returned  to  Paris,  and  Becket  was  fent  to  ne- 
gociate  with  him  there. 

In  the  mean  time  Henry,  fecure  of  having  . 
no  oppofition  from  the  French  court,  which 
he  had  entirely  gained  by  the  lure  of  this  mar- 
riage, ordered  all  the  military  tenants  of  his' 
dutchy  of  Normandy  to  attend  him  in  arms 
at  Avranches,  on  the  feafl:  of  St.  Michael, 
declaring  his  refolutiori  to  make  war  againfl 
Conan  in  the  dutchy  of  Bretagne,  if  that 
prince  fliould  refufe  to  yield  to  him  the  pof- 
leffion  of  the  city  of  Nantes  with  its  earldom. 
While  the  forces  were  aifembling,  Becket's 
negociation  was  Ikilfully  conducted  and  hap- 
pily finilhed.  He  had  been  inftrucled  to  re- 
quire, that  the  young  princefs  (hould  be  im- 
mediately fent  into  Normandy,  and  educated 
there,  under  the  care  of  her  father-in-law, 
till  fhe  fhoaald  be  of  an  age  to  accompli(h  the 
marriage.  How  uneafy  loever  this  feparation 
might  be  to  the  fondnefs  of  her  parents,  their 
confent  to  it  was  eained  bv  the  addreis  oi  the 
minifter ;  and  thus  Henry  obtained  the  cuf- 
tody  of  her  perfon,  which  was  the  moft  ef- 
fectual fecurity  for  the  performance  of  the 
contract,  againft  any  change  in  the  variable 
mind  of  her  father.  It  alio  gave  Henry  an 
air  of  faperiority,  which  he  was  delirous  to 
alTume  in  this  treaty.     Becket  found  greater 

dif. 
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difficulty  in  another  part  of  his  bufinefs.     His  BOOK  li 
mafter  required,   that  Gifors,   with  the  other  ^"JJ^^jJ^ 
caftles  and  territories  that  were  to  be  given  as  hiil:.  p.  ^32. 
a  portion  to  Margaret,  fhould  be  immediately  ^^"g';'''^^'^'" 
delivered  into   his  hands.     But  this  was  re- Neubrig.  U:. 
fufed  ;    and  undoubtedly  with   good  reafon  ; '^^  34-     ^ 
becaufe  a  portion  is  not  given  upon  a  contract  c™roL°"' 
of   marriage,   but   upon  its   conclufion.     Top*  1050. 
get  over  this  objedion,  Becket  propofed,  that 
Gifors   and  the  caftles   of  Neufle  and  Neuf- 
chatel   fhould   be  inftantly  committed  to  the 
cuftody  of  three  knights  templars,  named  by 
both  kings,  who  (liould  deliver  them  to  Henry 
on    the  day    that    his    fon  fhould  wed  the 
princefs.     This  was  agreed  to  5  and  Henry 
gained   by  it  a  conliderable  advantage    from 
the   neutrality  of  thofe  places,   which   com- 
manded his  whole  frontier,   in  cafe  of  a  war 
breaking  out  between   him  and  Louis.     The 
complailance  of  the  latter  may  not  only  be 
afcribed   to  his   eagernefs  for  the  match,   but 
alfo  to  the  dexterity  of  Henry's  embaflador, 
who  excelled  in  the  arts  of  perfuaiion  and  in- 
finuation,  to  which,  upon   this  occaiion,   he 
added  a  liberality  that  was    ftill   more    pre- 
vailing.    If  we  may  believe  a  contemporary  V.  Fitz-Ste-» 
writer  of  his  life,  he  loaded  with  prefents  every  s^xXanluS* 
French    nobleman,   baron,   knight,    and   fer- 
Vant  of  the  king  or  queen  5    nay,  he  extended 
his  munificence  to  the  doctors  in  the  univer- 
lity  of  Paris,   to  the  (Indents,  and  to  all  the 
principal  citizens.     The  court  therefore,  and 
all  perfons  who  could  have  any  influence  over 

the 
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BOOK  II.  the  king  or  his   minifrers,   were  difpofed  to 
"^  affift   him    in   every  thing  he  defired.     The 

above-cited  author,  adds,  that,  before  he  de- 
parted  from  Paris,  he  gave  away  all  his  gold 
and  {liver  plate,   and  almoft  all  his  wardrobe^ 
in  which  were   contained  no   lefs  than  four 
and  twenty  changes  of  garments.     The  mag- 
nificence   he  diiplayed  in   this    embaffy  was 
prodigious.     He  had  in  his  own  family  two   I 
hundred  knights,   with  all   their  attendants, 
amounting     upon     the    whole     number    to 
above  a  thoufand   perfons,  whom  he  lodged, 
fed,   and   cloathed  in  new  and  pompous   ap- 
parel.    Some  accounts  that  are  given  of  the 
luxury  and  expence   of  his  table  are  incredi- 
ble ;   but  it  is  certain  that  he  lived  with  molt 
extraordinary  fplendour,  and  made  entertain- 
ments to  which  the  French  themfelves,   the 
moil:  elegant   nation  on  this  fide  of  the  Alps, 
had  not  been  accuftomed.     The  whole   king- 
dom of  France  was  filled  with  the  renovv^n  of 
his    immenfe    generofity,     which    redounded 
much    to   the    honour    and    fervice    of-  his 
m  after. 
Chron.Norm.      Having  fo  fuccefsfully  concluded-  his  ne- 
P'994-         gociatlon,  he  would  have  returned  into  Nor- 
mandy ;  but  Louis,  to  exprefs  the  fatisfadioii 
he  felt  in   the   union  of  the  two  families   by 
means  of  this  match,   invited  Henry  to  come 
to  Paris,    and    receive    the   princeis  .himlclf. 
The  propofal  was  agreeable.    Henry  went  thi- 
ther, and  was  entertained  with  all  the  honoui'^ 
that  the  utmoll  civility  of  thoie  times  could 

deviie. 
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devlfe.  He  received  them  with  an  amiable  and  B  O  o  K  II. 
graceful  politenefs ;  but,  as  much  as  he  could,  ^  ^ 
avoided  all  pompous  forms  and  ceremonies  ; 
his  mind  being  too  great,  and  his  underftand- 
ing  too  folidj  to  be  fond  of  fuch  pageantry^ 
or  not  to  be  weary  of  it,  even  where  it  was 
necelTary  to  attract  the  admiration  and  refpedt 
of  the  vulgar. 

It  is  an  obfervation  of  Philip  de  Conaines^ 
that  interviews  between  kings  feldom  produce 
good  efFeds,  but  generally  rather  tend  to 
leffen  their  friendfhip  than  to  increafe  it* 
and  the  reafons  he  gives  for  it  are  very  ju- 
dicious :  yet  here  it  proved  otherwife,  from 
the  Ikili  and  prudence  of  Henry,  who  found 
the  fecret  of  pleafmg  the  nobility  and  people 
of  France,  without  railing  any  jeaioufy  or 
envy  in  the  king.  Nor  did  the  pleafures  of 
Paris  engage  him  fo  entirely,  as  to  divert  his 
attention  from  weightier  matters.  He  not 
only  took  advantage  of  the  good-humour  of 
Louis,  to  gain  his  approbation  of  the  Htiga- 
ble  title  to  Nantes  and  its  earldom,  which 
he  was  profecuting  againft  Conan,  but,  with 
the  affiftance  of  Becket,  whofe  influence  Gerv.  Chroni 
over  that  monarch  was  become  very  great,  ^^^^^^"'"S^* 
obtained  from  him  a  commiffion  to  go  into 
Bretagne,  and,  by  virtue  of  the  ofBce  of  Se- 
nefchal  of  France,  which  belonged  to  the 
earls  of  Anjou,  judge  and  determine  the  dif- 
pute  between  Conan  and  Eudo  earl  of  Pon- 
tieure,  upon  the  right  to  that  dukedom. 

Vol.  IL  Dd  The 
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BOOK  IT.       The  latter  of  thefe  competitors  had,   feme 
^~^;;^^^  th-ne  before,    recovered   his  liberty,    by  cor- 
deBretagne,   ruptiDg  the  Baroii  de  Fougeres,  into  whofe  , 
1.  IV.  c,  51,    |-iands  he  had  yielded  himfelf  a  prifoner,  and 
^  '  ~  wlio  had  kept  him  in  his  own  cuftody,   with- 

out delivering   him  to  Conan  :  but,   the  beft 
part  of  the  dutchy  having  fubmitted  to  that 
prince,  he  retired  to  Paris,    and    foon  after- 
wards ferved  the  king  of  France  againfl  the 
earl  of  Mafcon,  a  rebellious  vaffal.     Fortune 
,  was  more  favourable  there  to  his  valour  :  he 
defeated    the   earl,    tooli  him    prifoner,   and 
delivered  him  to  the  king.     On  the  merit  of 
this  fervice,  he-  flattered  himfelf  that  Louis 
would    fupport   his   preteniions  to  Bretagne, 
^nd  was  preparing  to  begin  a  war  againft  Co*- 
nan  at  the  time  when    this  commiffion  was 
granted  to  Henry.    Conan  was  now  in  the  ut- 
mofl:  perplexity.     Violent  florms  were  appa- 
rently  gathering   againft  him  on   every  lide, 
Henry   had  already   feized  on  his  earldom  of 
Richmond,  and,  by  denying  the  claim  of  that 
prince  to  Nantes,  he  might  provoke  him  to  de- 
cree in  favour  of  Eudo.     Finding  therefore  no 
Chron.Norm.  fafety  but  in  obtaining  his  friendship,  he  went  to 
et  nrgentre,   j-^jj^  .^^  x\vranches,  GH  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael, 
upia,        ^^  ^^^  appointed  for   the   rendezvous   of  his 
forces,    and    made  him  a  ceiiion  of    Nantes. 
with  its  whole    country  ;    foon  after  which, 
Henry  gave   fentence  in  his  favour,   and  fixed 
him  in   the  dukedom.     It   iliould  feem  that 
the    difpute    was   cognizable    by  Henry,    as 
2  duke 
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duke  of  Normandy,  becaufe  Bretagne  was  SO  OK  it. 
acknowledged  to  be  a  fief  of  that  dutchy  ; 
but  it  would  have  been  eafy  for  Eudo  to  find 
a  pretence  of  appealing  from  his  court  to 
that  of  the  king  of  France,  as  fupreme  lord 
of  both  countries,  if  the  commiffion  given 
to  Henry,  as  Senefchal  of  the  ki.ngdom,  to 
determine  this  affair  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  had  not  prevented  all  means  of  elud- 
ing the  judgement,  and  made  it  definitive; 
Indeed  it  was  wrong,  while  the  claim  of  the 
Engtifh  monarch  to  a  province  of  Bretagne 
was  depending,  that  he  fliould  be  impowered  ^ 
to  exercife  fuch  a  jurifdidion  ;  and,  though 
his  fentence  might  be  jufi:,  yet,  appearing 
to  be  purchafed  by  the  ceffion  of  that  earl- 
dom, it  had  an  air  of  injuftice. 

Prefently  after  the  interview  between  him 
and  Conan,,  he  went  to  Nantes,  and  took 
pofieffion  of  it  with  a  great  army,  which 
may  have  been  neceilary  to  guard  him 
againft  the  earl  of  Pontieure.  Heaving  fet» 
tied  every  thing  there,  he  marched  into  Poic- 
tou,  where  the  lord  of  the  caftle  of  Thouras, 
on  fome  quarrel  not  explained  in  the  hiftory 
of  thofe  times,  had  thrown  off  his  allegi- 
ance, and,  probably,  would  have  been 
joined  by  other  noblemen  of  that  pro° 
vince,  if  the  king  had  been  long  detaiuedj 
as  they  might  prefume  he  would  be,  by  the 
difputes  in  Bretagne :  but  he  came  unex^ 
f)e6tedly  before  the  caftle,  and  took  it  by 
affauk  the  next  day  5  which  vapid  fuceefs 
'  '  ^  D  d-  a  put 
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BOOK  II.  put  ail  end  to  the  rebellion  begun  in  thofe 
Chron  Nonn.P<^''^s  before  it  could  rife  to  any  dangerous 
ur  fupra.  i'lelghtii.  Frcm  thence  he  returned  very 
Gerv.  Chron.  |-j^lY:|„  j.^j.^  Normandy,  beins  recalled  by  his 

denre  to  attend  the  knig  or  r  ranee,  vvnom 
the  accomplifnment  of  fome  vow,  or  other 
a6l  of  devotion,  brought  at  this  time  to  the 
abbey  of  Mont  St.  Michel,  a  Norman  town 
near  Avranches,  on  the  borders  of  Bretagne. 
It  was  of  the  utmofl  importance  to  Henry, 
in  his  interefts  on  the  continent,  to  endea- 
vour to  preferve  the  affe6lion  of  that  mo- 
narch, from  which  he  already  had  drawn 
great  advantages,  and  hoped  to  draw  ftill 
greater.  He  therefore  went  to  receive  hiim 
on  the  frontiers  of  Normandy,  nobly  enter- 
tained him,  with  all  his  retinue,  as  long  as 
he  ftaid  in  that  dutciiy,  waited  upon  him  in 
perfon  wherefoever  he  went,  and  condu6ted 
him  back  at  his  return  into  his  own  terri- 
tories. Louis  had  a  temper  exceedingly  fen- 
fible  to  compliments  of  this  nature  :  they 
made  him  look  upon  Henry,  not  as  a  rival 
king,  of  whom  he  ought  to  be  jealous,  but 
as  an  obfequious,  afteilionate  vaflal.  And, 
while  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  the  illufion  of 
thefe  pleating  ideas,  that  able  prince  pur- 
fued,  without  any  interruption,  a  judicious 
and  well  connefted  fyftem  of  mealures  for 
the  continual  advancement  of  his  own  great- 
iiefs  in  the  kingdom  of  France.  Prefently 
chron.Norm.  after  this  time^  he  brought  the  earl  of  Blois 
p-  99V         to  yield  to  him   the  ftrong  caQlcs  of  Fret- 

teval 
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t€val  and  Amboife,  which  had  been  ufurped  JOOKJL 
from  Anjou;  and  the  earl  oi  Perche  to  re- 
ftore  two  fortreiles,  whicli  had  belonged  to 
his  demefne  in  Normandy,  but  were  unjuftly 
taken  from  it  amidft  the  conFulion  that 
followed  the  death  of  hh  grandfather,  King 
Henry  the  Fir  ft.  In  return,  he  confented 
that  the  town  of  Belefme  fhould  be  held  of 
him,  under  homage,  by  the  laft  of  thefe 
earls.  He  now  had  recovered,  not  at  once, Chron. Norm, 
as  he  did  in  England,  but  gradually,  as  oc-'^SS- ^^S7' 
cafions  conveniently  offered,  whatever  had 
been  alienated,  during  the  late  civil  war, 
from  the  demefne  of  the  dukes  of  Nor- 
mandy ;  a  great  acceffion  of  wealth  and 
ftrength,  by  which  he  was  in  reality  no  lefs 
a  gainer  than  if  he  had  conquered  a  pro- 
vince I  Nor  could  he  have  done  it  without 
fome  oppofition,  if  the  friendihip  he  had  fo 
happily  cultivated  with  Louis  had  not  ren- 
dered the  nobility,  whofe  grants  or  ufurpa- 
tions  were  thus  refumed,  afraid  ot  reliifuig 
him,  from  a  defpair  of  fupport.  And,  con- 
fiderujg  how  much  the  quiet  of  that  dutchy 
had  been  difturbed  in  paft  times  by  the 
intrigues  of  the  barons  with  the  French 
court,  the  preventing  of  io  great  a  mifchief 
would  have  alone  been  a  reaion,  why  Henry 
ihould  labour,  while  rhcfe  affairs  were  tranl- 
ading,  to  (ecure  to  himlelf  the  molt  favour- 
able difpofitions,  on  the  part  of  the  king  of 
France,' by  the  moft  foothing  complailance 
so  his  huiDOur.  He  did  io  in  one  inftance, 
D  d  3  which 


400  HISTORY   OF   THE   LIFE 

?^^^^l'  which  is  very  remarkable,  though  it  has  not 
been  taken  nofice  of  by  any  hiilorlan. 

Tytptprq'.  -.-^^  appears  from  a  letter  written  to' that 
76.  apud  Du- khig  by  Pope  Adrian  the  Fourth,  that  he 
chefne,  u  iv.  had  acquainted  his  Hohnefs  with  a  pious  in- 
tention of  going  into  Spain,  to  make  war 
on  the  Moors,  which  he  was  preparing  to, 
execute,  inflead  of  undertaking  another  cru- 
fade  againft  the  Saracens,  or  Turks,  in  the 
Eaft.  The  fame  evidence  hkewife  fhews, 
that  he  had  propofed  the  affair  to  Adrian, 
not  only  in  his  own  name,  but  in  that  of 
the  king  qf  England,  who  was  to  accom- 
pany him  in  this  expedition.  But  the  pon- 
tiff very  wifely  advifed  him  againft'  it,  be- 
caufe  the  Chriftian  princes  of  that  country 
had  neither  afked  his  afiiftance  nor  approved 
of  his  coming.  The  letter  is  dated  the 
twelfth  of  the  calends  of  March,  but  the 
year  is  not  mentioned.  Several  reafons  in- 
duce me  to  believe  that  it  mufl  have  been 
written  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty- 
nme,  and  that  the  defign  mentioned  in  it 
had  been  formed  and  agreed  upon  between 
fhe  two  kings  about  the  latter  end  of  the 
preceding  autumn.  For  Jofeph  king  of 
Morocco,  the  fon  of  Abdulmumen  of  the 
race  of  the  Almohades,  having  made  him- 
V.rAfilque  felf  mafterof  all. the  Mahometan   empire   in 

de  Marmol.      a  r  *    ?  i  ^  ,  .  ^ 

t.LLiJ.c.3i;.^^^'"^ck,   except  what  was  fubjedt   to  the  Ca- 
MarJana,  ilibliph   of  Egypt,   had  paffed  over  into    Spain, 

hundred 
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hundred    and    fifty-feven,    to   aid   the  Moors ^o OK  il. 
in   that   country,  who   had   fubmitted  them- 
felves    to    his    government,    againll;  the  arms 
of  Alphonfo,   king   of  Caftile  and  of  Leon, 
whofe  dauphter  Conftantia  was  at  this  time 

o 

queen  of  France.  Aiphonfo  dying  foon 
afterwards,  his  dominions  were  divided  be- 
tween his  two  Tons.  The  eldefl,  to  whom 
he  bequeathed  the  kingdom  of  Caflile,  fur- 
vived  him  only  one  year,  and  left  an  infant 
to  fucceed  to  his  crown.  It  was  then,  I 
imagine,  that  Louis,  being  alarmed,  and 
apparently  with  good  reafon,  on  account  of 
the  nonage  of  his  nephew,  thought  that  the 
circumflances  of  the  Ghriftians  in  Spain 
called  upon  him  to  affift  them  againft  the 
Moors.  And  he,  probably,  aiked  the  aid 
of  Henry  in  this  war,  when  that  prince  was 
his  guefl:  at  Paris,  or  rather  when  he  went 
himlelf  into  Normandy ;  becaufe,  at  that 
time,  the  difturbances  in  Bretagne  and  Poi- 
tou  being  quieted,  and  England  in  a  ftate 
of  perfect  tranquillity,  Henry  had  leifure  to 
engage  in  fuch  an  enterprize.  It  was  very 
difficult  for  the  latter,  upon  any  occaiion, 
to  relift  the  impetuous  deiires  of  Louis:  but 
ftill  lefs  could  he  do  it  in  an  affair  of  this 
nature,  where,  all  the  enthufiafm  of  that  mo- 
narch's zeal  being  kindled,  he  would  not 
liften  to  reafon,  nor  endure  a  denial  without 
the  utmoft  refentment.  Yet,  as  neither  the 
regency  of  the  kingdom  of  Caftile,  nor  the 
other  princes  of  Spain,  had-  made  any  ap- 
D  d  4  plication 
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f  ^^^  ^^-  plication  to  either  king  for  fuccour,  it  feeme^ 
imprudent  and  abiurd  to  force  it  npon  them. 
The  reafon  why  they  had  not  was  doubtlefs 
a  jealoufy  of  letting  into  their  country  great 
armies  of  foreigners,  which  might  in  the 
ilTue  be  as  dangerous  to  them  as  the  Moors. 
^Jor  were  they  really  fo  incapable  of  de- 
fending themfelves  as  Louis  imagined  :  for 
the  forces  raifed  by  Sancho,  the  Ion  of  Al- 
phonlo,  had  vanquiflied  the  Moors  in  a  great 
battle  icon  after  his  death  ;  and  the  king 
of  Morocco,  difcouraged  by  that  defeat,  had 
cealed  to  attack  them,  and  turned  his  arms 
againff  fome  princes  of  his  own  religion  in 
Spain,  who  refufed  to  pay  him  obedience. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  late  cruiiide  had  fo 
much  exhaufied  France,  that  it  could  ill  fuf- 
tain  a  further  wafte  of  its  blood  and  trea- 
fures.  Indeed  a  confederacy  againft  the 
Moors  in  Spain  was  far  from  being  fo  irra- 
tional as  againll:  the  Mahometan  princes  in 
the  Eaft  ;  becaufe  all  the  wellern  Chriliians, 
but  chiefly  the  French,  and  particularly  the 
inhabitants  of  the  dutcliy  of  Acquitaine, 
had  a  much  greater  intereli  to  drive  thofe 
infidels  out  of  that  country,  than  out  of  Syria 
or  Judaea:  but,  in  their  prefent  weak  con- 
dition, it  was  more  advifeable  to  polfponc 
luch  an  enterpiize,  and  leave  the  Moors  to 
deflioy  themfelves  by  inteftine  divifions. 
Henry  was  I'^nfible  of  this,  and  had  other 
defigns  in  view;  but  he  alio  knew  that  any 
arguments    would    have   mere    weight   with 

Louis  J 


O  F    K  I  N  G    H  E  N  R  Y    II.  409 

Louis,  if  they  came  from  the  pope,  than  ifBOOK  il. 
objeded  by  him.  The  feafon  of  the  year,' 
which  was  then  approaching  to  winter,  would 
not  permit  even  the  zeal  of  that  monarch  to 
think  of  paffing  the  Pyrenean  mountains.^  It 
would  be  neceflary  to  defer  the  expedition  till 
the  fpring  ;  and,  if  the  fervour  of  Louis  did 
not  abate  i:^,  that  interval,  the  crufade  could 
not  be  publifhed  without  the  authority  of  the 
pope,  from  whom  the  protedions,  indul- 
gences, and  all  the  other  graces  annexed  to 
thofe  enterprizes,  were  to  proceed.  Henry 
therefore  promifed  Louis  to  be  his  confede- 
rate: but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  relied  on  the 
prudence  of  Adrian,  to  prevent  the  execution 
of  fo  rafli  a  defign.  'ihere  is  great  reafon  to 
believe  he  acquainted  that  pontiff  with  his 
own  thoughts  upon  it,  and  fecretly  advifed 
him  to  exhort  the  king  of  France  againfl  the 
undertaking:  for  otherwife  Adrian  would 
have  written  to  him,  as  well  as  to  Louis,  on 
that  fubjed:,  and  would  have  ufed  the  fame 
arguments  to  convince  him  of  the  unfitnefs 
of  what  he  propoled  ;  but  no  fuch  letter  is  ex- 
tant. The  French  monarch,  who  confidered 
the  couniels  of  Rome  as  the  oracles  of  God, 
let  drop  his  intention,  as  foon  as  a  difappro- 
bation  of  it  was  exprelTed  by  the  pope  :  and 
thus  Henry,  without  any  difficulty,  or  dif^ 
pute  with  that  prince,  was  freed  from  his 
engagement.  In  the  mean  time,  he  had 
diligently     made     great    levies    of    men    in 

Normandy, 
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BOOK  II.  Normandy,  Aquitalne,  and  all  the  domi*-  ' 
■--"'  - -'  nions  belonging  to  him  in  France ;  which  ' 
Louis  fiippofed  were  intended  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  the  cruiade,  as  he  himfelf  had  be- 
gun to  make  the  like  preparations.  But  it 
foon  appeared  that  thefe  forces  had  another 
deflination. 

Chron.Norra. .  Henrj  now  avowed  his  refolution  to  revive 
Neubnaeniis  ^^^  preteoiions  of  his  queen  on  the  earldom  of 
L  ii,  c.  10.  '  Touloufe  ;  pretenlions,  which  Louis  himfelf, 
when  hufband  to  Eleanor,  had  thought  well- 
founded.  For  William  the  Eighth,  duke 
of  Aquitaine,  who  was  grandfather  to  that 
princefs,  had  married  the  daughter  and  heirefs 
of  the  earl  of  Touloule,  and  by  that  marriage 
the  earldom  was  annexed  to  his  dutchy,  of 
which,  before,  it  had  been  held  under  ho- 
mage as  a  fief:  but  being  in  great  want  of 
money,  on  account  of  his  engagement  in  the 
crufade,  he  mortgaged  it  to  his  wife's  uncle, 
Raymond  earl  of  b)t.  Giles,  who  thereupon 
affumed  the  title  of  earl  of  Touloufe,  and,  the 
mortgage  remaining  unredeemed,  left  the  earl- 
dom to  his  fon  Alphonfo.  But  Louis,  having 
married  the  heirefs  ,  of  Aquitaine,  claimed 
it,  in  right  of  his  wife,  againft  that  prince. 
The  difpute  however  was  quieted  by  the  in^ 
tervention  of  the  Holy  War,  in  which  both 
Louis  and  Alphonfo  engaged.  The  latter 
died  at  Jerufalem ;  and  the  king,  upon  his 
return,  renewed  his  claim  againfl  the  fon  of 

Alphonfo, 
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Alphonfo,    Raymond  the   Fifth,   Who,    pro- BOOK  ir. 
bably,  would   have  been  forced  to  yield  the 
earldom   to  him,   if,  by   marrying    his   fifter 
Conftantia,  the  widow  of  Euftace,  eldeft  fon 
to  King  Stephen,  he  had  not  amicably  com- 
.  pounded  the  quarrel  between  them.     But  all 
the  rights  of  the  dutchy  of  Aquitaine  being 
afterwards   conveyed   from   Louis  to  Henry, 
by  the  marriage  of  the  latter  with  the  repu- 
diated dutcheis,   he  could  not  be  barred  from 
purfuing    his    pretenlions    to    this    earldom, 
whenever  he  might  think  it  expedient  to  do 
fo,  by  the  acquiefcence  cf  the  former  claimant 
for  reafons  of  his  own.     Yet  he  did  not  rely 
fo  much  on  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  as  not 
to   put    all   the    force    he    poffibly  could  on 
his  lide.     He  therefore  confederated  himfelf 
with  the    earls    of  Mompellier,    of  Mimes, 
and   of   Blois,    who,    upon    former  quarrels, 
were  pergonal  enemies  to  the  earl  of  Tou- 
loufe.     Raymond  earl  of  Barcelona  w^as  dif- 
pofed   to  join  in  this  league    by  motives  of 
the  fame  nature :    but,   as   he   was    a  much 
greater    potentate    than    any    of   the    others, 
being  poffefled  of  Provence,    and  having  the 
government  of  the    kingdom  of  Arragon  in 
right  of  his  wife,   Henry,   to  fix  him  more 
firmly  in  his  intereft,    both    now   and  here- 
after, concluded  with  him  a  treaty,   by  which 
he  betrothed  Prince  Richard,  his   fecond  fon, 
and  then  an  infant,  to  the  young  princefs  of 
Arragon,    daughter   to    Raymond,    and   pro- 
mifed  to  give  them  the  dutchy  of  Aquitaine 

when 
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BOOK  II.  when  they  fliould  be  of  age  to  confummate 
*"^  ^  '  the  marriage.  As  foon  as  he  had  finifhed 
thefe  negociations  in  France,  he  returned 
into  England  a  httle  before  Eafter  in  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  thinking 
it  neceflkry  to  vifit  that  kingdom  before  he 
began  fb  great  a  war,  in  which  he  wanted 
the  affiftance  of  his  Englifli  fubje^ls.  Being 
called  by  fome  affairs  to  the  borders  of 
Wales  foon  after  his  arrival,  he  held  a  great 
council,  or  parliament,  in  the  city  of  Wor- 
cefter,  where  he  kept  his  Eafter  feftival  to- 
Hoveden,  fubgether  With  Eleanor,  and  where  they  both 
ann.  1 1 59.  wore  their  crowns,  as  their  royal  predecef- 
parspo  eno  .^^^^  j^^^  ufually  done  on  fuch  occalions.  But 
when  they  came  to  the  oblation,  they  laid 
them  down  on  the  altar,  and  vowed  to  wear 
them  no  more.  What  was  the  occafion  of 
this  vow  we  are  not  told :  but  their  following 
a6tions  demonftrate,  that  it  is  much  eafier  to 
give  up  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  than  the  love 
of  dominion. 

The  barons  of  England  engaged  chearfully 
in  fupport  of  the  kmg's  pretenfions  to  the 
earldom  of  Touloufe;  though  they  might 
well  have  refufed  it,  as  it  certainly  was 
not  a  Vvar  wherein  this  kingdom  was  obliged 
to  take  any  part,  either  by  alliance  or  inte- 
reil.  Aquitaine  alone  was  concerned  in  the 
quarrel  :  bat  all  Henry's  fubjeds  were  then 
fo  well  afi^ecled  to  his  perfon  and  fervice, 
that   they   thoughjt  his  greatnefs  their  own. 

Indeed* 
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Indeed,  till  much  later  times,  whoever  at-^OOKlR 
tends  to  the  hiftory  of  England  will  con- 
flantly  find,  that  when  a  king  governed  well, 
and  knew  how  to  keep  himfelf  on  good  terms 
with  his  barons,  they  were  but  too  ready  to 
affifl:  him  in  any  foreign  wars,  even  of  am- 
bition and  conqueft.  The  caufe  of  this  may 
be  found  in  the  temper  and  circumftances  of 
our  ancient  nobility,  who,  being  illiterate, 
and  ignorant  of  thofe  elegances  of  life  which 
embeilifti  and  enliven  a  peaceful  flate,  and 
finding  that  military  merit,  both  by  the  no- 
tions of  the  times  and  inftitutions  of  the 
government,  would  mod  advance  their  repu- 
tation and  fortunes,  were  always  inclined  to 
draw  their  fwords  in  the  quarrels  of  their 
fovereign,  if  they  did  not  draw  them  againft 
him.  But,  befides  this  general  inclination, 
it  has  often  been  obferved,  during  the  courfe  of 
this  work,  how  much  our  nobles  were  in- 
fluenced in  their  political  condu6l  by  the 
fiefs  that  many  of  them  held  in  thofe  parts 
of  France  which  were  fubje^l  to  our  kings. 
This  influence  muft  have  increafed  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  whofe  power 
abroad  was  fo  much  greater  than  that  of 
his  anceftors.  It  is  no  wonder  therefore 
that  he  was  able  to  engage  the  barons  of 
England,  and  all  his  military  tenants,  to  af- 
fift  him  in  this  war.  Nor  does  it  feem  that 
the  policy  of  thofe  times  ever  regarded  his 
dominions  upon  the  French  continent  as 
prejudicial  to  England.     Thofe   which  were 

maritime 
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BOOK  11.  maritime  provinces  (and  mofl:  of  them  were 

^^-'-^ '  fo)  appeared  very  commodious  to  the  Eng- 

lifh,  on  account    of  their   trade ;    efpecially 
Normandy  and  Bretagne,    which,  lying  op- 
poiite  to  their  coafls,   fecured  to  that  nation 
the   fovereignty  of  the  whole  Britifh  ocean. 
And  this  advantage  arofe  from  all  his  French 
territories,   that,   while  fo  large  a  portion  of 
that   kingdom   was    under    his   government, 
France  had  much  more  to  fear  from  England 
than    England    from  France.     For  all  thefe 
reafons,  his  Engliih  fubjects  vv^cre   more   in- 
clined to  urge  him  on  to  an  attempt  of  this 
nature,  than  to  oppofe  or  reftrain   him.     All 
his   nobility  followed  him  to  this  expedition 
with  incredible  ardour  ;    and  (what  was  m'ord  ' 
extraordinary)  Malcolm,   the  young  king  of 
Scotland,    attended  on  him  in    perlbn ;    the 
firft  time,    and   the   lad,    that  any  monarch 
of  that  nation  ever  fought  under  an  Englifli 
bamier     again  (I    the     French !      About     the 
middle  of  fummer,  in  the  year  eleven  hun- 
dred and    fifty-nine,    the    confederate   troops 
were  affembled    from   all  parts   in  Guienne, 
and    compofed    fuch    an    army    as     feenried 
more  than  fufficient  to  fubdue  all  the  terri- 
tories  of  the   earl   of  Touloufe,  if  the  king 
of    France   remained    neutral.     Thofe   terri- 
vft^*?^"^^^  tories  indeed  were  much  more  extenfive  than 
Trance,  t.iii.  the  diflrldl  which   at  prefent  belongs  to  that 
p.  !-•  city  ;     for    they   comprehended    the    Quercy 

ai)d  almoil:  all  Lanouedoc.     Yet  thou2,h  the 
power  of  this  earldom  was  very  confide rablcj 

it 
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It  was  not  equal  to  the  force  which  Henry  BO  OK  ir. 
had  drawn  from  his  own  dominions  in*^  "^  ' 
France  ;  much  lefs  when  that  force  was  in- 
creafed  by  the  affiftance  of  fuch  potent  con- 
federates, and  by  a  formidable  army  brought 
over  from  England.  The  only  valid  de- 
fence, which  could  be  oppofed  by  the  earl 
to  an  enemy  fo  fuperior,  was  the  aid  of 
Louis,  his  fovereign.  But  Henry  had  been 
fo  dextrous,  as  to  prevail  on  that   monarchy  V.Fitz-Ste- 

to  promife  him  that  he  would  take  no  part  P^^"i,"  ^"^ 
.       ■^,  . .  ,  ^      r  1  ^       f       S.  r.  Cantuar, 

m    this   quarrel  ;     and,    from    the    aicendant 

he  had  gained  in  all  his  counfels,  he  believed 
he  might  rely,  with   the  utmoft  fecurity,  oil 
the  performance  of  an  engagement  fo  agree-" 
able  to  the  tenour  of  his  pail:  conduct.     But 
the   pathetick    remonftrances   of  the   earl  of 
Touioufe  roufed  the  good  king  from  his  le- 
thargy.    He   reprefented    to    him,    with,  'all 
the  eloquence  of  grief  and  indignation,    that 
his  beft  friends    were    facrifided  to  his  con-^ 
ne£lions  with   Henry,  who,  under  the   name 
of  a  vaffal  and  the  mafk  of  a   friend,  was  his 
moft    dangerous   enemy  ;     who   already   was 
poffeft  of  the   better  half  of  his  realm,  and 
whom  he  never  could   fatisfy   by  ■  any    con^ 
ceffions,    lince    ambition,     like    avarice,    ihi.  - 
creafes  by   its   gains :    that  none   of  his  vaf*- 
fals  would  any  longer  hope  prGte«£lion   froni 
him,    if  he   gave  up  his  own  brother-in-law 
to  the  violence  of  that  prince  ;    and  that  very 
hard  would    be  the  fate   of  his    iifter  •  Con- 
llantia,  if,  after  having  feen  the  dutchy  of 

Normandy 
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BOOK  II.  Normandy  torn  from  her  firil:  hufband,  and 
given  by  her  brother  himfelf  to  Henry,  who 
had  likewife  deprived  the  family,  into  which 
fhe  had  married,  of  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, ihe  fliould  ahb  behold  her  fecond  hul- 
band  defpoiled  of  his  territories  by  the  fame 
incroaching  hand  ;  and  this  too  with  the  con- 
fent  of  a  brother  whom  fne  loved,  and  whofe 
affection  (he  had  never  deferved  to  lofe  by  any 
fault  on  her  part. 

i'  The  good -nature  of  Louis   could    not   be 

infenfible  to  thefe  complaints;  nor  could  he 
deny  that  the  flrongeft  reafons  of  prudence 
and  policy  called  upon  him  to  reftrain  the 
ambition  of  Henry  from  more  acquifitions 
in  France.  The  motions  of  his  mind  were 
always  fudden  and  violent;  and,  when  once 
he  was  heated,  he  confidered- no  difficulties, 
and  knew  no  fear.  Following  therefore  the 
impulfe  communicated  to  him  by  Raymond, 
V.  Neubvig.  he  not  only  refolved  to  affift  him  againft 
^'^''sR*  ^°'  tienry,  but,  before  that  monarch  had  begun 
'  ^  *  the  liege  of  Touloufe,  threw  himfelf  into 
the  city,  with  only  a  few  foldiers,  refolving 
to  defend  it  to  the  utmoft  extremity,  and 
regardlefs  of  the  danger,  to  which  by  his 
temerity  he  expofed  his  own  perfon,  and, 
together  with  that,  the  whole  kingdom. 
Henry,  who  had  too  confidently  depended 
on  his  promife  to  obferve  a  neutrality,  was 
much  furprifed  and  embarraffed  upon  re- 
ceiving this  news.     Being  doubtful  how  to 

aft. 
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^€c<i  he  defired  to   hear  the   opinions  of  hIsBOOK  ii. 
council.      Becket    advifed    him    to    i^^arch,  ^^r"^:^g^ 
without  a  moment's  delay,  and   aflault  Toupiien  in  vita 
loufe,   which,   the  p;arnfon   beins   weak  and^r"!*^^"'^"^'^* 

*     r    rr    •  i    r        ^     '  -11  rt      Johann.  in 

inlumcient  to  derend  it,  might  be  eaiiiy  Quaddi,  e.g. 
taken,  and  with  it  a  more  important  and 
more  glorious  prize,  the  perion  of  Louis 
himfelf,  who  had  fo  imprudently  thiowii 
himtelf  into  it  without  an  army.  But  others 
of  the  council  objedling,  that  it  would  be 
too  enormous,  and  too  criminal  a  violation 
of  the  feudal  allegiance,  for  a  vaflal  to  take 
and  hold  in  captivity  the  perfon  of  his  Lord, 
the  chancellor  anfwered,  That  the  king  of 
France  had  then  laid  down  the  perfon  of  Henry's 
liege  lord,  when,  agahifi  the  engagements  and 
conventions  between  the?n,  he  had  oppofed  hini" 
felf  to  him  as  an  enemy ;  and  therefore  he 
treated  the  fcruple  as  vain  and  groundlefs. 
This  opinion  was  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  and 
fire  of  his  character;  and^ifthe  meafure  he 
advifed  had  proved  fuccefsful,  it  would  have 
added  greatly  to  the  glory  and  renown  of 
his  maifer.  The  pride  of  the  Englilh  na- 
tion would  have  been  infinitely  pleafed  vvith 
feeing  a  king  of  France  taken  prifoner  by 
their  fovercign,  and  brought  into  England, 
No  equal  triumph  had  yet  graced  the  annals 
of  that  kingdom;  and  no  people  in  the  whole  ^■ 

univerfe  are  naturally  more  fenfible  to  any 
increafe  of  their  national  honour  than  the 
Englifh.  Thefe  were  flrong  reafons  for 
agreeing  to  the  advice  of  Becket ;  but  others, 
Vol.  II.  E  e  of 
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^_20KII.  of  no  fmall  weight,  were  urged  againft  if. 
Confidering  the  number  of  the  fiefs  held 
under  Henry,  It  was  highly  for  his  intereft, 
that  the  feudal  principle  of  an  awful  reve- 
rence, on  the  part  of  the  vafTal,  for  the  per- 
fon  of  his  Lord,  iliould  by  no  means  be 
weakened.  His  own  fecurity  depended  fo 
much  upon  it,  that  it  was  very  impolitick 
for  him  to  fet  an  example  of  diftinguifhing 
it  away  by  a  particular  cafuiftry  and  fubtllties 
of  argument,  which  on  other  occafions 
might  be  turned  againll:  him  by  his  vailals. 
But  further,  it  was  very  doubtful,  whether 
the  other  princes  and  peers  of  France  would 
fee  the  affair  in  the  fame  lights  as  Becket 
faw  it,  or  allow  his  reafoning  to  be  valid.  If 
they  did  not ;  if  they  confidered  the  offence 
done  by  Henry  again  ft  the  perfon  of  his 
Lord  as  an  ad:  of  high  treafon,  which  could 
not  be  juffified  by  the  circumflances  of  the 
cafe,  he  had  much  to  fear  from  their  refent- 
ment.  Louis,  though  not  highlyefteemed,  was 
beloved  by  his  vaffals.  Alany  of  them,  who 
would  not  intermeddle  in  the  quarrel  between 
the  duke  of  Acquitaine  and  the  earl  of  Tou- 
loufe,  might  take  up  arms  to  trtc  their  king, 
and  the  fupreme  lord  of  their  fiefs,  from  an 
ignominious  captivity.  Indeed  a  general 
league  of  all  the  princes  and  peers  of  France 
for  the  deliverance  of  Louis,  and  for  reffrain- 
ing  the  too  formidable  power  of  Henry,  was 
^o  be  then  apprehended.  The  latter,  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  could  not  depend  even  on   thofe  who 

were 
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Were  now  his  confederates:   and  thus  the  war^^OOKiL 
might  end,   at  laft,  with  great .  detriment  to 
iiiai,    by    feparating    from   him  tliofe    friends 
and  alhes  whom  he  had  laboured  to  gain,  and 
perhaps  by  the  confUcation  of  all  the  territo- 
ries he  held   of  the  crown  of  France,     But 
there   was  ftiil  a  further  reafon,  which,  added. 
to    the    foregoing,     mighc  pofdibly    tirrn  the 
fcale  in  this  deliberation.     Louis  had  no  iflbe 
male  :   his  daughters  by  i^lleanor  were  virtually 
illegitimated     by    her    divorce:    his    prefent 
queen   had  not  bred   for  three  years   paft :  if 
he   {hould  happen  to  dje,  without  a  Ion,   the 
princefs    Margaret,    efj,')Oured    to    the    young 
prince   of  England,    would   be   iieirefs  to   his 
kingdom  in  the  courfe  of  defcent.     Whether 
the  Salick  law,   or  the  ancient  cuffoms  of  tb.e 
French  nation,   would  bar  that  right  of  fuc- 
ceffion,   and   give   a  preference  to   the    uncle 
before  the  daughter^   was  a  quedion   not  yet 
decided,   and  more  hkely   to  receive  its  deter- 
mination  from  the  arms  of  thofe    who  were 
interefted  in  the   difpute,   than  from  the  opi- 
nions   of  lawyers.      When    fo    great    a   por- y.  p.  Daniel 
tion  of  France,  as  the  dutchy  of  Aquitaine,  Hiftoire  de  . 
was   allowed  to  defcend  to  a  woman,  and   to,,''^''^'^f':Q 
be  governed  by  her  hulband,    that   precedent 
might  be   naturally  extended  to   the   whole ; 
efpecially,  as  the  hufband  of  Margaret,  being 
heir  to  fo  many  territories  within  that  reahiii 
might  well  be  regarded  as  a  Frenchman.    The 
great   power  and  intereft,    which  Henry   had 
there,  with   the  whole  force  of  England  to 
E  e  2  afliil: 
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BOOK  II.  affift  him  in  the  conteft,  might  very  probably 
^"■^""^  ^  get  the  better  of  all  oppofition  from  her  un- 
cles, and  enable  that  prince  to  make  his  fon 
and  daughter-in-law  king  and  queen  of 
France.  There  was  fomething  in  this  idea 
very  flattering  to  a  mind  fo  ambitious  as  his  ; 
but,  to  give  it  any  folidity,  it  was  neceffary  to 
avoid,  with  all  poffible  care,  whatever  might 
alarm  or  offend  the  French,  and  above  all 
things  to  be  cautious,  that  no  opportunity 
Ihould  be  given  to  Robert  earl  of  Dreux,  the 
king's  brother,  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
any  confiderable  party,  and  get  the  govern- 
ment of  the  kingdom  into  his  hands.  Now, 
if  Louis  ihould  be  taken  prifoner,  that  earl 
would  probably  be  made  regent ;  and  in  that 
lituation  it'  would  not  be  difficult  for  him, 
finding  his  countrymen  exafperated  and  in- 
cenfed  againft  Henry,  to  bring  the  nation  to 
fettle  the  fucceffion  on  him,  in  cafe  of  the 
death  of  Louis  without  a  Ion.  This  confide- 
ration,  .  therefore,  together  with  thofe  before- 
mentioned,  determined  Henry  to  reje6l  the 
V.  G.  Camb.  couofel  of  Becket,  fpecious  and  tempting  as 
et  Brompton's  it  ^yas.  For,  though  we  are  told  by  fome 
1044?'^'  vvriters,  it  was  a  faying  of  his,  'That  the 
whole  world  is  no  more  than  Jufficlent  for  ofie 
great  man^  the  fchemes  he  purfued  to  pro- 
mote his  greatnefs  were  always  guided  by  the 
fober  dictates  of  policy  and  prudence.  Not 
even  the  advice  of  a  favourite,  whofe  opinion 
had  the  higlieft  authority  with  him,  could 
induce  him  to  facrifice  a  right  plan  of  condu6t 

to 
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io  the  triumph  of  a  day  \  but,   notvvithflaadlngBOOK  ii* 
the  great  vivacity  and  warmth  of  his  temper,'""      " 
he  had  patience  to  wait  for  that  glory,  which 
is  the  certain  but  flow  refult  of  a  feries   of 
wife,  lyftematical  meafures.     Inftead  therefore 
of  haftening  to  lay  fiege  to  Touloufe,   while 
Louis  remained  in  that  city,   he  declared   his 
refolution,  that,   out  of  rejpect  to  the  perfon   of 
that  king^  he  would  not  befiege  it.     But  againft'^^.-.^^eubrlg. 
all  the  tertitories   of  Earl  Raymond,  except fj^^g^*^"  j°' 
his  capital  only,  he  held  himfelf  at  liberty  to Hift.  fub ann. 
make   war,   and    made  it  with  all  his  ufual'j^5'9 
alacrity:  fo  that  in  lefs  than  three  months  hep.  lo^'i 
conquered  the  greater  part  of  the  earldom  ofChron.Norm, 
Touloufe,   and  took    Cahors,   the  capital  of  g' ^^^'  ^^  * 
the    Quercy,    with    many    other    caftles  and 
ftrong  places.     Nor  did  Louis  oppofe  him  in 
aiiy   of  thefe  enterprizes,   contenting   himfelf 
with  fecuring  the  city  of  Touloufe,  firft  by 
his  own  prefence  there,  and  afterwards  by  a 
numerous  body  of  forces,  which  he  brought 
into  it  and  left   there,   befides  repairing  and  v.  Fitz  Sre- 
augmenting  the  fortifications.     But  his  bro-P^en  in  viu 
thers,  the  earl  of  Dreux   and   the  biihop   of |- J^^.^-^''- 
Beauvais,  had,  by  his  orders,  made  fome  ra-Quadrilogo, 
va2;es  on  the  frontiers  of  Normandy.     At  the^;9;      . 
fame  time  Henry  fent  home  the  earl  of  Blois,  anclores 
to  attack  the  royal  domain  in  the  parts  about  citat.  ut  fupra. 
Orleans ;    which  obliging  the    king   to   pro- 
vide for  the  defence  of  that  country,  he  could 
not  a£l  very  powerfully   againft   the   dutchy 
of  Normandy,  or  in  aid  of  earl  Raymond.   No 
exploit  of  great  importance  was  done  on  that 
E  e  3  iide 
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S^^HiL*  ficle  by  either  party,  through  the  whole  courfe 

of  the  fummer,  or  during  the  months  ot"  Au- 

gufl  and  September :  but,  about  the  beginning 

of  Odober,  Henry,  having  repaired  the   for- 

V,  Fltz-Ste-  tifications  of  Cahors,  to  cover  and  fecure  his 

s'r^Caimmr  '^^^"l^^^s  in  Languedoc,  committed  it  to  the 

et  johanii.  in'cuftody  of  his  chancellor,  Becket,  and  leaving 

Quadiiioao,    his  allies,  the  earls  of  Barcelona,  Montpellier, 

v?Neubritr.  and    Nifmes,    to    continue    the    war  in    the 

1.  ii.  c.  lo.     earldom  of  Touloufe,  returned  with  the  main 

uT?!™""^^'  body  of  his  own  troops  into  Normandv  ;  from 

Hut.  iLiD  ann.  -^  iii-  r  ■' 

ii^g.  whence,    after  he  had  given  fome  repofe  to 

Chr.  Brompt^hig  foldiers,  he  ma^e  an  incurfion    into    the 

Chmii.Noim.Beauvoiiis,  took   Gerberoi,  a  flrong  fortrefs, 

p.  995, 996,  and  burnt   it  to   the    ground,  excepting  one 

?'''  tower,    whicli    the  flame  and  fmoke  of   the 

buildings,  that  had  been  fired  round  about  it, 

hindered  his    men    from    approaching.       He 

alfo  deflroyed  many  villages  and  farms  of  that 

country,  m  revenge  of  the  cruel  devaftations, 

which  tlie  bifhop  of  Beauvais   had  made  on 

the  borders  of  Normandy,  ^ 

Thus  were  his  arms  in  all  places  vidorious  : 
but,  while  he  was  carrying  on  thefe  warlike 
operations,  he  gained  no  lefs  by  intrigues. 
For,  in  confequence  of  a  fecret  treaty,  con- 
cluded with  Simon  de  Montfort,  earl  of  Eve- 
reux,  he  prevailed  upon  that  lord  to  receive 
Norman  garrifons  into  three  of  his  tovvns, 
Montford  I'Amauri,  Epernon,  and  Roche- 
fort  ;  by  which  he  entirely  cut  oft  the  com- 
muiiicatipu  of  Paris  with  Eflampes  and  uith 

Orleans. 
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Orleans.     This  was  an   advantage    of  greatBOOKii. 
confequence.     Louis,    who  felt    himfelf  ex-^        ^ 
tremely    diftrefled    by  it,    and    perhaps    was 
touched  with  the  extraordinary  mark  of  re- 
fpe6l   which  Henry  had  fliewn  him,   inchned 
to  peace  ;  an  inclination   the  latter  was  ever 
difpofed    to    comply    with,    for    the    reafons 
abovementioned,   and  more  efpecially  at  this 
time,    when  the  feafon  of  the  year  made   it 
necelTary  for  him  to  draw  his   forces,   which 
had  been  greatly  fatigued,   into   winter  quar- 
ters.      A    truce     was    therefore    concluded, 
which  was  to  lafl  from  Chriftmas   till  eight 
days    after    Whitfunday  j    and  in    the  mean 
while    negociations    for    peace    were    carried 
on  with  fuccefs.     Becket  was,  undoubtedly, 
the    chief   negociator  on    the  part    of  King 
Henry,   whofe    favour    he   had    gained   more 
abfolutely  than  ever,  by  great  fervices  in  this 
war,    not   only  as  a  counfellor,   but   as  a  fol- 
dier   and  a  leader.     For  he  brought  into  the  V.  Fltz-Sre- 
field  {Qven  hundred  knights,   all  of  his  owng^^^V^f'^ 
houdiold.     And    it   muit  be    obierved,    thatet  Johann.  ia 
every  one  of  thefe   was   attended  by  a  fquire.  QH^'dnlogo, 
The  writers   of  Becket's   life  affirm,   that    a  *  '' 
sreat  number  of  barons  and  knights  of  En^i- 
land  did  homage  to  hnn,  which  he  received 
with  a  refcrve  of  their  fealty  to  the  king,  and 
thereupon   gave  them  his  protection   and  pa- 
tronage.      They    alfo    tell    us,    that    many 
noblemen,   not  only  of  England,    but  of  the 
neighbouring    countries,    fent  their    children 
to  be  educated,  and  trained  to  chivalry,  in 
E  e  4  his 
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BOOK  II.  his  family,  and  under  his  difcipline.  It  is 
^"""^  no  wonder,  therefore,  that  he  was  able  to 
lead  fo  numerous  a  band  to  this  expedition  ; 
and,  we  are  affured,  they  were  efteemed  the 
V.  Auaores  bravefl  foldiers  in  all  the  king's  army, 
fuprt!  ""^  charging  firft,  and  daring  moft,  in  every  en- 
gagement. Nor  was  the  chancvilor  himfelf 
lels  forward  than  they.  When  the  king 
went  into  Normandy,  he  was  left  in  the 
Quercy,  to  defend  Cahofs  and  the  other 
conquefts  made  in  that  province  ;  but  he  did 
more:  he  took  by  ftorm,  at  the  head  of  his 
troo^3S,  three  callles  in  thofe  parts,  which 
■were  accounted  impregnable,  and  for  that 
reafon  had  been  left  unattempted  by  Henry. 
He  alfo  paiTed  the  Garonne,  and  made  in- 
roads into  the  earldom  of  Touloufe  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river.  After  performing 
thefe  fervices,  he  left  his  houfhold  forces  to 
garrifon  the  forts  he  had  taken,  as  well  as 
thofe  which  the  king  had  committed  to  his 
cuftody,  and  rejoined  that  prince  in  Nor- 
mandy :  but  he  did  not  go  thither  unat- 
tended :  for  he  hired  at  his  own  charges 
twelve  hundred  knights,  and  four  thoufiuid 
flipendiaries  of  an  inferior  degvee.  to  ferve 
tinder  him  there  forty  days.  The  knights 
not  only  received  from  him  a  very  liberal 
pay,  but  were  conftantly  fed  at  his  expence, 
and  many  of  them  at  his  table.  During  this 
part  of  his  warfare,  he  engaged,  in  fmgle 
combat,  Eiigelran  de  Trie,  a  French  knight, 
very  famous  for  his  valour,   difmounted  him 

with 
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With  his  lance,  and  gained  his  horfe,  which  ^^OOKIL 
he  led  off  in  great  triumph.  It  was  not  very  ^""  ^ 
decent  for  an  archdeacon  of  Canterbury  to 
diftingnifli  himfelf  by  fiich  exploits.  The 
canons  of  the  church  were  ftrong  againft  it; 
but  thofe  canons  were  difregarded  by  many 
of  the  bi(hops :  and  Becket  had  fo  paffionate 
a  defire  of  glory,  that  he  fought  it  in  all 
ways,  and  among  all  forts  of  perfons.  Be- 
fides,  he  knew  that  the  king's  temper  would 
incline  that  prince  to  efteem  and  love  him 
the  more  for  this  military  merit ;  a  fympa- 
thy  of  character  being  the  ftrongeft  bond  of 
affedion.  And,  had  he  been  only  of  ufe  to 
his  mafter  in  the  cabinet,  another  might,  in 
the  field,  have  acquired  fuch  an  influence,  as 
he  could  not  afterwards  have  removed. 

From  the  conclufion  of  the  truce  in  De-  Chron.Nonn. 
cember   eleven    hundred  and   fifty-nine.    till  P:  997;      .. 

_  •'  INeubno'.  1,  iio 

May  the  next  year,   nothing  of  confequence  c.  10.  ** 
was    done,  either  by  Louis  or  Henry  :    but 
in  that  month    they    concluded  a  treaty    of 
peace,  the  terms  of  which  were  advantageous 
and  honourable  to  Henry  :  for  he  retained  all 
his  conquefts,  except  fome  towns  and  caftles 
in  Languedoc,  which  he  rei'lored  to  his  ally  see  the  treaty 
the  earl  of  Nifmes,   from  whom   they    hadintheAppen- 
been  unjuftly   and  violently  taken  by  the  earl  ^^'^'^^  ' 
of  Touloufe.     All  that  had   belonged  to  the 
earldom  of  Poitou,   and   all  its   rights,  were 
confirmed  to  him,   except  the  city  of  Tou- 
loufe,  and  fo  much  of  that  province   as   he 

had 
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BOOK  II.  had  not  yet  fubdued ;  nor  did  he  relinqulfh 
"^       ^his   claim    even   to  thefe,    but    only  granted 
to   the   earl   a   truce  of  one  year ;  and  it   is 
exprefTed  in  the  treaty,    that   this  conceffion 
was  made  out  of  affedion  to  Louis,  and  with 
a  faving  of  Henry's  honour  (by  which  I  under- 
hand the  homage  due  from  the  earl)  and  of 
his  own   rights   and   thofe  of  his   heirs   and 
Chron.Norm.fucceflbrs.     Thus    did    he    gain    the    greater 
P*^^  *         part   of  the  territories  which  before  the  war 
had  been  enjoyed  by  the  earl   of  Touloufe ; 
and  he   had  good  reafon  to   hope,  that  time 
would  enable  him  to  acquire  the  remainder. 
The  earl  of  Evreux  was  fecured,  by  an  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty,  againft  any  effefts  of  the 
Fee  the  treaty  j-efeotRient  of  Louis  cn  account  of  the  affifl- 

m  the  Apnea-  u        u    j        '  ^       t  ?  i 

&.',  p.  ,-i8.  ^"<^'e  l^s  had  given  to  Henry ;  and  certain 
rights,  which  he  claimed,  were  flipulated 
for  him.  Some  of  the  other  confederates, 
and  even  thofe  who  were  vafials  to  Henry, 
were  left  at  full  liberty  to  continue  the  war 
againft  the  earl  of  Touloufe ;  only  it  was 
agreed,  that  they  fliould  receive  no  afiiflance 
from  the  former,  till  the  expiration  of  the 
truce  which  he  had  made  with  the  earl. 
There  was  moreover  another  part  of  this 
treaty  very  beneficial  to  that  king.  For  he 
was  empowered  by  it  to  take  poliellion  of 
the  w^hole  Norman  Vexin,  with  Gifors  and 
the  other  caftles  belonoinj^  thereunto,  in  three 
years  hovaxXie  next  feafiof  the  Virgin  Mary's 
AiTumption,  j^r. A  tife  tind  benefit  of  his  fon^ 
fs  a  marriage  -portion  given  to  him   with  the 

daughter 
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daughter    of    Louis.     And    even    within   ihat'^^^'^  i^* 

time,  if  the  prince  of  England  (liould  efpoufe^"''^^ 

the    faid    princefs     with   the    co7ife?it    of  the 

church,    the   faid   province    and   cafties   were 

to  be   delivered  to   Henry  for  the  ufe  of  his 

fon.     Three  great  fiefs  of  the  Norman  Vexiii 

were   ahb  fecured   to   that   monarch   bv   this 

treaty,  even  if  the  princefs  Ihould  die  before 

the  term  there  affigned  ;   in  whicli  caie  it  was 

agreed  that  the   relt  of  the  province  fhould  be 

reftored  to   her  father.     The  caftles,   in   the 

mean  while,  were  to  remain  in  the  cullody  of 

the  knights  templars,  according  to  the  tenour 

of  the  former   convention,    which   had   been 

concluded   by  Becket,  when   the   match  was 

agreed  upon,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and 

fifty-eight.       Thefe    llipulations    opened    to 

Henry   a  much   nearer  proiped  of  obtaining 

the  Vexin,   than  he  had   by  that  convention, 

befides  the   ceflion   made  to  him  of  the  three 

fiefs  abovementioned,    in  all   events.     For  it 

might  well  have  been  doubted,  whether  the 

ceremony  of  his  ei'poulal,    before  the  parties 

were  of  an  age  to  confummate  the  marriage, 

would   be  lufficient   to  authorize  the  delivery 

of  that  province  into  iiis  hands,   according  to 

the  intention  of  the  former  agreement.     And, 

if  he  had   been   to  w^ait  for  it  till  the  prince 

and    princefs    were    marriageable,    the    delay 

would  have  been  mucli  longer  than  the  term 

of   three    years    prefcribed    by    this    treaty. 

Whereas  he  had  now   a  clear  right  even  to 

iliortei^ 
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BOOK  II.  {horten  that  term.  Upon  the  whole,  there 
was  no  caufe  for  his  being  much  difcontented 
with  the  ifl'ue  of  the  war,  though  he  had  not 
gained  all  that  he  propofed  to  himfelf  when 
firil:  he  undertook  it.  The  charge  indeed  had 
been  great  j  but  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that 
it  did  not  diminifh  his  treafures,  having  been 
fupplied  by  the  fcutage  which  he  levied  in 
England  and  his  other  dominions.  It  is  ob- 
fervable,  that  the  firft  mention  we  meet  with 
in  hiftory  of  this  impofition  on  knights-fees, 
which  became  afterwards  very  frequent,  is 
upon  this  occaiion.  Henry  the  Second  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  inventor  of  it :  at  leafl 
he  was  the  firfl  who  brought  it  into  England. 
It  was  a  commutation  for  the  duty  of  perfonal 
fervice  i?i  foreign  wars',  and  thofe  upon  whom 
it  was  charged  contributed  then  to  the  expence 
of  fuch  wars,  in  much  the  fame  manner  as 
landholders  do  now,  but  with  lefs  inequality. 
The  inferior  military  tenants  were  ealed,  by 
being  freed  from  the  obligation  of  following 
their  lords  a  great  way  from  their  homes,  ac- 
cording to  the  original  condition  of  their  te- 
nures ;  and  the  fervice  was  better  done  by 
the  foldiers  hired  with  the  money  which  this 
impofition  produced,  becaufe  they  were  not 
entitled,  like  thofe  for  whom  they  ferved,  to 
a  difcharge  at  the  end  of  forty  days,  nor  were 
they  fo  intractable  to  martial  difcipline  as 
mod:  of  the  others.  Mercenary  forces  were 
tiius  introduced  into  the  armies  of  Eno-land, 

deiigned 
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^efigned  to  ferve  abroad,  inftead  of  vafTals  by  BOOK  IL 
knight-fervice,  though  ftili  conneded  with,  ' 
and  dependant  on,  the  military  tenures ;  and 
there  feems  to  have  been  an  abfolute  neceffity 
for  it,  to  anfvver  the  exigencies  of  the  many 
foreign  wars  which  the  Englifh  were  en- 
gaged in  after  the  entrance  of  the  Normans, 
and  efpecially  under  the  family  of  the  Plan- 
tagenetsj  the  feudal  militia  being  fitter  for 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  than  for  expe^ 
ditions  into  countries  very  remote  from  their 
dwellings. 

The  fcutage  levied  in  England  for  the  war  See  note  on 
of  Touloufe   was    a   hundred    and    fourfcore  ^^^  ^^^"e  of 
thoufand    pounds ;     which,    computing    the      ^^' 
quantity  of  filver  contained  in  thofe  pounds^ 
and  the  value  thereof  in  thofe  days,  compared 
with  the  prefent,  is  equal  to  two  millions  feverx 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.     Yet,  con- 
iidering  the  diflance  of  Touloufe  from  Eng- 
land, the  liberty  of  paying  this  fum,  inftead  of 
going  thither,  was  a  very  great  eafe  to  the  mi- 
litary tenants. 

It  was,  I  prefume,  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  parliament,  which  Henry  held 
at  Worcefter  before  he  fet  out  on  this  enter- 
prize,  that  he  made  this  alteration  in  the 
terms  of  knight-fervice,  which  continued 
many  centuries  after  his  reign.  He  never 
negleded  to  confult  with  that  aftembly  on 
proper  occaiions,  and  this  was  moil:  proper  : 

nor 
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BOOK  IL  nor  can  we  reafonably  fuppofe  that  he  woul^ 
"  flraiii  his  prerogative,  to  introduce  fuch  a  no- 
velty without  their  concurrence,  when  he 
might  be  certain  to  obtain  it  with  a  general 
fatisfa6lion.  It  may  be  therefore  prefumed 
that  a  parliamentary  fan£lion  w^as  given,  in 
the  abovementioned  council,  to  this  new  me- 
thod of  commuting  for  the  duty  of  foreign 
fervice,  and  to  the  payment  of  luch  a  com- 
mutation  for  this  particular  war  :  but  it  feems 
that  the  alleflment  was  then  left  to  the  king: 
whereas  we  find  it  declared,  by  the  charter 
of  King  John,  that  fcutages  ought  to  be- 
afleft  by  the  tenants  m  chief  of  the  crown 
affembled  in  parliament.  The  reafon  of  this 
alteration  was,  I  fuppofe,  the  oppreflions, 
which,  under  the  government  of  that  prince 
and  of  Richard  the  Firft,  their  tenants  had 
fuffered  by  arbitrary  affellments.  But  thofe 
made  by  this  king  are  referred  to  in  the  char- 
ters of  Henry  the  Third,  as  the  beft  rule  to 
be  followed. 

Hoveden,  During   the    courfe   of  the  war   with  the" 

ann. "1*159.  ^^^^  ^^  Touloufc,  as  Heury  returned  out  of 
Chron.Norm.Languedoc  Jnto  Normandy,  William  de 
p. 996.  Blois,  who,  with  the  other  barons  of  his 
realm,  had  ferved  him  in  that  enterprize, 
fell  fick,  and  died.  The  only  one  of  the  late 
king's  legitimate  offspring,  that  now  re- 
mained alive,  was  his  daughter  Mary,  a  nun, 
and  abbefs  of  Rumfey  in  Hampfhire.  It 
feemed  to  be  the  intereft  of  Henry  to  let  her 

continue 
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continue  in  this  ftate,  that  the  lawful  poO:e- BOOK  ir. 
rity  of  Stephen  might  be  wholly  extinct  5  ''~~''^' 
which  would  more  abfolutely  fecure  the 
houfe  of  Plantagenet  agalnft  the  pollibility 
of  any  difpute,  in  times  to  come,  concerning 
their  right  to  the  crow^n  :  but  views  of  pre- 
fent  advantage  inclined  him  to  overlook  this 
confi (deration.  Of  all  the  potentates  on  the 
continent,  except  the  king  of  France,  there 
was  none  who  could  benefit  or  hurt  him  fd 
much,  as  his  uncle,  the  earl  of  Flanders. 
He  had  difcharged  with  great  fidelity  the 
trull:  repofed  in  him,  as  guardian  of  Flanders, 
and  of  Philip,  the  earl's  eldeil;  fon,  during 
the  time  that  the  earl  remained  in  the  ealh 
This  w\is  unqueftionably  a  moft  endearing 
obligation  conferred  on  thofe  princes;  yet 
he  whhed  to  oblige  them  ftill  more,  by  ex- 
tending his  favours  to  PhiHp's  younger  bro- 
ther, who  wanted  an  eftabhiliment  greater 
than  the  appanage  his  father  could  give  him. 
Nothing  appeared  fo  proper  for  him  as  the 
earldom  of  Boulogne,  which,  lying  conti- 
,,guous  to   his   father's    dominions,    and  being  > 

very  coniiderable  in  its  commerce  and  m.a- 
ritime  power,  would  add  not  a  little  to  the 
ftrength  of  the  family,  as  well  as  advance 
his  own  fortune.  This  province  indeed  was 
a  fief  of  the  earldom  of  Flanders ;  but  the  - 
earl  could  not  give  it  in  any  other  manner 
than  according  to  the  eftablifhed  rule  of 
lucceflion :  and  his  ion  had  no  title  to  it, 
unlels  he  gained  one  by  a  marriage  with  the 

daughter 
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BOOK  II.  daughter  of  Stephen.     The  lady  herfelf  was 
^'^"  ■     "  defirous  of  quitting  the  veil ;  either  having 

taken  it  againft  her  will,  or  finding  by  expe- 
rience that  vows  of  celibacy  are  kept  with 
rnore  difficulty  than   they   are    made.      The 
ecclefiaftical   laws    oppofed   her   inclinations: 
but  princes  might,    on  feme  occalions,    dif- 
penfe  with  thofe  laws ;  and  the  death  of  her 
brother  without  iffue  had  fo  elTentially  alter- 
ed her  circumftances,  from  what  they  had 
been  at  the  time  when  llie  engaged  in  a  mo- 
naftic   life,  that   flie  might  now,   with  good 
reafon,  and  no  appearance  of  levity,   retra6l 
that   engagement.      The  papal   pov/er   could 
releafe  her,  and  to  that  (he  would  certainly 
DIceto,  fub    have   applied   for   relief:    but    Pope   Adrian 
ana.  iis9«    having  died  a  little  before  the  deceafe  of  her 
brother,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine,  a  double  election   had  caufed  a  fchifm. 
Idem,  fub     which    was   yet    undecided.     It    was    by   no 
ann.  1160.     means  advifeable   to  wait  till  the  end  of  it  j 
p.  ^7.  ^^     fo'^  fome  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Blois  would 
Heribeitus  In  before  that  time  have   made  good  his  claini 
^^'ii!'"'    to    the    earldom.     This    Henry    feared;    and 
Becket.         moreover  he  was  glad  or  luch  an  opportunity 
to   ferve   the   two   families    of  Flanders    and 
of  Blois.     He    therefore   confented    that    the 
lady  Ihould  be  ftolen  from  her  convent,   and 
conveyed   out   of  England ;    which    was   ac- 
cordingly  done,  and   the   marriage  was  con- 
fummated  in  the  month  of  May  of  the  year 
eleven    hundred    and    fixty.     Becket   oppofed 
it,  on  account  of  the  fcandal  and  offence  to 

religion ; 
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religion;  in  which  inftance,  and  in  that  alone,  BOOK  II, 

he  appears  to  have  afted  upon  the  fame  prin-  ''"' 

ciples  while  he  was  chanqeljor,  ^s  he  after- 
wards did  when  archbilhop  of  Canterbury^ 
But  this  oppofition  was  fruitlefs  :  for,  though 
he  was  firif  in  Henry's  favour,  the  mind  of 
that  king  was  too  great  and  royal,  to  let  his 
judgment  be  fubjected  to' the  authority  of  a 
fervant.  Nor  did  he  fee  any  reafon  for  his 
being  more  fcrupulous  in  fuch  an  affair  than 
his  uncle  the  earl  of  Flanders,  who  certainly 
did  not  oppofe,  but,  in  ail  probability,  dedred 
and  folicited  this  match  for  his  fon,  though  he 
was  renowned  for  his  piety  above  any  prince 
of  that  age. 

In  confequence  of  the  deceafe  of  William  Ghron.Norm^ 
of  Blois,  Henry  had  alfo  the  means  of^^^^^'^f^^^ ' 
making  an  ample  provifion  for  Hameiin,  his 
natural  brother,  by  marrying  him  to  the  wi- 
dow of  that  prinee,  who  was  daughter  to 
William  of  Warren.  She  brought  to  her  ie-  ^ 
cond  huiband  the  earldom  of  Surry,  with  all 
the  other  honors  and  poiTeilious  of  her  father 
in  England  and  Normandy :  poileiTions  fo 
great,  that,  without  alarming  the  jealoafy  of 
the  crown,  they  could  not  have  been  added 
to  the  wealth  of  any  other  noble  family  ;  ef- 
pecialiy  as  the  lady,  to  whom  they  had  de- 
fcended,  was  very  nearly  allied  in  blood  to 
the  kings  of  France  and  Scotland^  It  waSj, 
therefore,  not  only  from  affeftion  to  his  bro° 
ther,   but   from   the  maxims   of  good  pojicy 

Vol.  iL  Ff  '.  ''  '?M 
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^^^'^  ":  and  reafon  of  ftate,  that  Henry  interefted  him- 
felf  in  this  match. 

He  ^  had   but  juft  accommodated  his  quar- 
rel with    Louis   about   Touloufe,  whea    the 
attention   of   both   of   them  was  called  to  a 
bufinefs    which    divided    the    whole     Latin 
church,  the  double  eledion  of  the  cardinals 
Odavian  and  Orlando  to  the  Roman  ponti- 
ficate.    A  great   majority  of  the   facred^  col- 
lege  had   voted    for   Orlando,  who   took  the 
name  of  Alexander  the  Third ;  but   yet  his 
eleaion  was  liable  to  many  objedions.     Oc- 
tavian,  who  called  himfelf  Vidor  the  Fourth, 
had  the  protedlion  of  the  emperor  Frederick 
l^cK%  ^^^^  '^''^^    furnamed    Barbaroffa.     For   what 
Frederic"!  L    reafons    he    had    it    we   are    told  in    a  letter 
Imperat  1.  ii,  from  the  bifliop  of  Bamburgh    to  the  arch- 
I'illsld^lfM^'^P  o^  Saltzburgh  :   ''  It  appeared  (fays  the 
Aft. Aiexand.  former    prelate)    that,    before     the    eleaion 
apud  Baron.   Qriando    himfelf,    and  the    cardinals    of  his 
party,  had  confpired  with  the  king  of  Sicily 
and    other  enemies  of  the   empire;    having 
even   bound  themfeives  with  an  oath,  which 
feeraed  very  repugnant  to  the  found  Chriftian 
V  Ridev  ut  ^^'^^^^'^'  inafmuch   as    it   abfolved    the   fub- 
fupra^Lii."  i^^\  of  f^^e   emperor    from    their   oaths    of 
c  7K  fidehty,  and   forbad    all   perfons  to  pay  him- 

Idem  ibKiem,  ,,,3,  obedience."  We  ^n&^  by  another  letter, 
written  about  the  lame  time,  that  they  took 
this  oath  in  the  prefence  of  Adrian  the 
Fourth,  a  little  before  his  deceafe,  and  alfo 
fwore,  that,  whenever  the  fee  (hould  become 

vacant, 
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vacant,  they  would  not  eled  any   pope,  ex-BOOK,  ir- 
cept  one  of  their  party,  and  who   fliould  be*      -•r—"-^ 
under  the  fame  engagements.     Well,  there- 
fore ;  might  Frederick  incline  to  difpute  the 
ele6tion  of  Orlando,  and  favour  his  adverfary  j 
efpecialiy  as   the  latter    had   been  always  of 
the    imperial    faction.      Many    emperors    of 
Germany,  his  predeceiibrs,  had  not  only  ex- 
crcifed   a   right  of  confirming,    but  even   of 
eledling,     or    nominating,     the     biOiops    of 
Rome.     In  the  year  of  our  Lord  nine  hun- V.Liutpranc!, 
dred  and   fixty-three,  Otho   the  Firfl  obliged '^^  ^' 
the  Roman  people  and  Pope  Leo  the  Eighth 
to  yield   to  him   that   privilege,    which  was 
conflantly    maintained    by    his    fen    and    his 
grandfon,    though    not    without   occafioning 
many    tumults    and     feditions.       After    the  Platlnain  vk. 
death    of  the    latter,    the    imperial  authority  ^^^^^^Jj^'5|;_^yj^ 
diminifhed  in  Rome  ;   and  the  people  relumed  Otho  Friilng, 
the  election  of  the  popes,  together  with  tbe^- '^'"  ^^^"^^ 
clergy,    till,    mofl    intolerable  diforders    andonuphrius 
fcandals   arifing  from   the   ill  ufe   they  werei'^chrnnico, 
found  to   make  of  their  power,  the  emperor  j.^'j^o^^J 
Henry  the  Third,  furnamed  the  Black,  took  Father  Paul, 
it  from  them  again,    and   nominated   fuccef- °^ '^^"^'^^^^'^ 
lively  rour  popes,  vi/'ho  were  Germans,     but,  ^ 

during  the  minority  of  his  fou  Henry  the 
Fourth,  Nicholas  the  Second,  encroaching 
on  the  prerogative  of  that  prince,  made  a 
new  conifitutioo,  whereby  the  cardinal  bi- 
ihops  were  firfl  to  confult  about  the  eleilion 
of  a  pope,  then  to  call-in  the  cardinal  prieils, 
and^  thirdly,  the  inferior  clergy  and  the 
F  f  :^  '  people 
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BOOK  II.  people  of  Rome,  for  their  confent,  faving 
the  honour  and  revereftce  due  to  the  emperor, 
Thefe  laft  words  preferved  indeed  to  the 
emperor  the  right  of  confirmation  ;  though 
not  fo  exphcitly  as  he  might  have  deiired : 
but  Alexander  the  Second  having  been 
chofen  according  to  this  conftitution,  Henry, 
in  order  to  fignify  his  refentment  thereof, 
refufed  to  confirm  that  election,  and  named 
to  the  papacy  the  bi(hop  of  Parma,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  Gerard  his  chancel- 
lor. Neverthelefsj  on  the  death  of  that  mi- 
ni iter,  about  three  years  afterward^,  he  con- 
fented  to  depofe  the  biiliop  of  Parma  and 
acknowledge  Pope  Alexander,  who  made 
him  a  moit  ungrateful  return  for  that  favour. 
But  Gregory  the  Seventh,  fucceeding  to  the 
papacy  after  the  deceafe  of  that  pontifi\,  not 
only  attempted  to  take  from  the  emperors 
See  Father  all  (hare  Vv^hatfoever  in  the  eledions  of  popes, 
Paul  ot  bene- j^   J.  j^^    thofe   of  all  Other  clergymen;  judo- 

iiciLU-y  mat-     .  n         i  i    i  i  i  i  . -^       ^ 

teis, C.23, 24. mg  that  he  mould  better  be  able  to  lupport 
the  claim  of  his  fee,  by  making  it  the  ge- 
neral caufe  of  the  church.  This  conteft 
continued  during  more  than  half  a  century, 
under  iix  pontiffs,  who  maintained  it,  not 
only  with  their  fpiritual  weapons,  but  by 
exciting  the  mod  horrid  rebellions  and  trea- 
fons,  and  arming-  the  fon  asainll  the  father, 
as  well  as  the  lubjedl  again (1:  the  fovereigii. 
Nor  were  the  emperors  eafily  vanquifhed 
in  a  quarrel  of  fuch  importance.  Near  four- 
fcore  battles  wete  fought,  in  defence  of  their 

authority, 
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authority,  by   Henry   the  Fourth  and  Henry  l^<^  o  •'^  i^- 
the  Fifth,  before  the  agreement  of  the  latter'        ^ 
with  Pope   Caiixtus   the  Second,  in  the  year 
eleven  hundred   and   twenty-two:    and   even  V.  Abb.  Ui- 
that  was   made  witli  fncli  temperaments,   as  ^7^^^"^V^u 

,  ,   .         ,-  ,-  ,   .  ^ .  Cbion.  iub 

prelerved  to  him  icme  or  his  ancient  preroga-ann.  1122. 
tives  in  all  eledions  of  bidiops,  except  thofe  of  ^^^^"'^'' ^^^"■''» 
the  popes  ;  but  from  them  he  and  his  fuccef-  onuphr.  An- 
fors   were  after  this  time   entirely   excluded,  "or.  aa  vit. 
And,  in  confequence  of  a  quarrel  between  In-  ''''^'^^^^^'^' 
nocent   the  Second  and  the  people  of  Rome, 
that  pontiff  deprived  thefe  alio  of  the  right  of 
election. 

The  emperor  Frederick  Barbarofl'a,  one  of 
the   steateft  and  braved  that  ever  had  afcen- 
ded  the  imperial  throne,  was  now  ftruggling 
to   afiert   fo   much   of  the   power  his  prede- 
ceffors  had  loft,   as,  in  the  extraordinary  cafe 
of  a  double   eledion,  to   give   the   preference 
to    that    cardinal    who     was    of    his    party, 
againft  one    who  Vv^as   openly    leagued    with 
his  enemies.      He  did   not  pretend  any  right Radev.utfu;^, 
to   determine    this    caufe    by    his   own    linFle*^- 54o'55  5^l' 
authority,  knowing  that  the  times  would  not  A.i.  Aiexand 
bear  it;   but  called   a  general   council  at    Pa- ^P^'*^  B'iro"» 
via^    to    which    he    invited    the    biihops,    not 
only   of  Germajiy    and    of  Italy,    but   of  all 
Europe,-  and  cited  to  it  botii  popes,   with   the 
cardinals  of  each  party.     Vi6lor  obeyed,   but 
Alexander  refufed  ;   denying  that   the  empe- 
ror had  power  to  call  a  council  without  nis 
confentj  or  to  lummon  him  to  appear  in  his 
F  f  3  prefence. 
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'K  II-  prefence,    as    if  he    had   any  authority  ovef 
him.     "  Chrift    (he  faid)    had    given  to  St. 
"  Peter  and   his    fuc'ceflbrs    the  privilege   of 
"  judging  all  cafes  wherein  the  church  was 
"  concerre'^;  which  right  the  fee  of  Rome 
"  had  always   p refer ved,   and  had  never  fub- 
'•^  mitted   to    any    other    judgment."      This 
was   not  only   begging   the  queftion   in   dif- 
pute,  that   he   was   the   rightful   fjcceflbr  of 
St.  Peter,  but  arrogating  to  his  fee  fuch  pre- 
rogatives, as   all  hiftory  contradifted  no  lefs 
than  the  golpel,  and  fuch  as  had  never  been 
acknowledged    by   any    emperor.     Beiides,  it 
was  evident,    that,    if  thefe  pretenfions  were 
admitted,    it    would    be    impoliible  to  end  a 
fchifm  between  two  popes  ;  iince  each  might 
equally    plead    this    privilege    of    exemption 
from  all  other  judgment,    and  would  be  fure 
to  pafs  fentence  in  favour  of  himfelf.     But 
as  Vi6lcr  came,  and   fubmitted  his   caufe  to 
the  council,  it  gave  a  reafonable  prejudice  in 
his    behalf;    his    adverfary    was  cenfured    as 
guilty    of  contumacy ;    and,    after   a    proper 
examination  of  witneiles,   he  v^-'as  declared  to 
have  been  duly  elecled.     Frederick  took  care 
to  prevent  any  objection  againft  this   decilion 
on  account  of  its  being  made  by  the  fecular 
power  ;  for  he  confined  the  examination  and- 
judgment    of  the    caufe  to  the    ecclefiafticks 
alone.  There  were  prefent  in  the  council  about 
fifty  bifhops,  befdes  a  great  number  of  abbots 
and   other  dignified  clergymen  ;   but  all   Ita- 
lianSj  or  iubjeds  of  the  empire.     The  kings 

of 
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of  Bohemia  and   Denmark,  with   ahnoil:   all  BO  OK  ii. 
the  princes   of  the  empire,   attended   in  per-  -^TTp^devic' 
fon,  and  fubfcribed   to  the   determination  in  c.  54,  55=  56. 
favour  of  Victor.      The  king  <^^  tlungary  de-7J^  ^^^^^^^^^ 
clared    his    alTent  to    it    by   his   embafladors.  apud  Baron. 
The   kings  of  France   and   of  England    had 
aUo  mlnifters  in  the  council :  but  the  former 
of  thefe  refufed  to  engage  himfelf  any  fur- 
ther, than  not  to  acknowledge  either  Alex- 
ander or  Vldor  as  pope,  till  he    (liould   re- 
ceive   a  fuller  information  of  the  m^erlts  of 
the  caufe  by  embaifadors  from  the   emperor; 
and  the  latter  declared,  that,   in  this  and  all 
other   affairs,  his    conduct  fliould  be  confor- 
mable to  that  of  the  king  of  France.     Louis, 
before   the   council  was  aflembled,  had  paid 
him    the    fame    compliment  with    regard  to 
this  queftion :    and  indeed   it    was   for   their 
mutual    interefl:    not    to    difagree   on  fuch  a 
point :    as   their  difference    would    have   pro- 
duced a  fchifm  in    France,  which  muft  have 
been   very  troublefome   and   hurtful  to  both. 
The  French   monarch  was  ftrongly  urged  to 
determine   for  Alexander,    by   all   the   power 
that    his    queen,  who    was    zealous    for  that 
pontiff,   had   over  his   mind,   and  by  the  per- 
fuafions  of  much  the  major  part  of  his  clergy, 
whofe    inclinations    he   was    always    difpoied 
rather    to   follow    than    lead,     A  jealoufy  of A'exan.  ep'rt. 
increaiinp;   the  sreatnefs  of  the  emperor,  j^y  17, -pud  Da- 
giving   him  a   pope  devoted  to  his  interefts, 
might  have  alio  fome  Ihare  in  prejudicing  the 
judgment    of    this    prince    and    his    fubjecls 
F  f  4  againil: 
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BOdK  11.  againft  any  evidence  on  the  iide  of  Victor. 
But  the  young  earl  of  Champagne,  who  had 
much  credit  with  hhxi,  and  was  related  to 
Vi6lor,  kept  hinl  feme  time  in  fufpence. 
Henry  had  received  very  early  impreffions 
in  favour  of  Alexander,  from  the  bifhop  of 
Lifieux,  a  man  of  excellent  parts,  and  one 
ivhofe  counfels  he  chiefly  liilened    to  in   ec- 

Y.Armlph.  clefiafiical  matters.     Neverthelefs  the  regard 

ep!  .a  ex.|^^  owed  to  the  cmperor,  his  friend  and  ally, 
made  him  dejfirous  to  proceed  with  great  re- 
ferve,  and  a  decent  fhew  of  dejiberation,  in 
this  affair.  Nor  would  lie  cidc  therein  with- 
out the  entire  concurrence  of  Louis,  vvhofe 
irrefolution  continued  feveral  months.  Du- 
ring this  interval,  the  archbifliop  of  Canter- 
bury prefied  him  mod  vehemently  to  ac- 
knowledge   Pdpe   Ale:Sander    by   feveral   let- 

y.  Jor:i%  Sa-  ters,    whiCh,    being    fick    at    that    time,    he 

rifb  epiih44.^,.Qfg    b      the    hand    of    John    of  Sahfburv, 
4-8*  ojo  .        _       -^  -J  .        '       •' 

his    le'cretary,   who    afterwards    became    very 

bufy  and  fa^lious  in  all  the  eccleiiaftical  af- 
fairs of  this  reign.  But  no  fblicitations,  or 
importunities,  even  from  his  heft  friends, 
could  drive  the  king  to  precipitate  his  mea- 
fures  in  a  matter  of  this  delicate  nature. 
He  prudently  reftrained  the  zeal  of  that  pre- 
late till  he  had  conferred  with  the  chancellor 
of  the  empire,  who,  immediately  after  the  . 
diflblution  of  the  council  of  Pavia,  in  the 
imonth  of  February  of  this  year  eleven  hun- 
dred and  fixty,  had  been  fent  to  him  and  the 
king  of  France,   to  acq^uaint  them  with  the 

reafons 
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f-eafons    upon    which  that  council  had  actedBOOK  ir. 
in   acknowledging  Victor,   and   endeavour  to ^j;^^]^^^;^^^ 
obtain    their  concurrence.      The    embafladorp.997'. 
came,  and  was  patiently  heard  by  both  kings, 
but  prevailed  upon  neither.    As  foon  as  Henry 
had    concluded   the    peace    with   Louis,    he 
ibunded   his  inclinations   with  regard  to  this 
queftion,   and  helped  to  fix  them  in  behalf  of 
Alexander.     I  fhall  hereafter  give   fome  rea-^*^^^",^^^° 
fons  why  he  ought  rather  to  have  affifled  theceiefh^lll.^ 
earl  of  Champagne  in   ferving   Vi6lor.     But  Papam,  144. 
being   drawn-in    by   the  torrent,  which   run 
very  (lirong  the   other  way,  both  in  England 
and  his  French  dominions,  he  ufed  his  utmoil: 
endeavours  to,  induce  the  king  of  Frarice  to 
make  the  fame  choice  ;  of  which  he  had  ibon 
afterwards  great  caufe  to  repent; 

It  was  privately  agreed  between  the  two 
kings,  that,  as  a  foundation  for  them  to  pro- 
ceed upon,  in  deciding  this  difpute,  each 
iOiould  feparately  take  the  fenfe  of  the  clergy 
within  his  own  territories;  and  a  council 
was  accordingly  held  by  Louis  at  Beauvais  ; 
Henry  at  the  fame  time  holding  one  at  his 
town  of  Neufmarche  in  Normandy  j  by  both 
which  aflemblies  Alexander's  eledlion  was 
iuppofed  to  be  good.  The  fentiments  of 
the  Gallican  church  having  been  thus  de- 
clared for  that  pontiff,  Henry  empowered 
the  archbifiiop  of  Canterbury  to  call  a  coun- 
cil in  Ei;igland,  and  fend  him  their  opinion 
on    the    merits   of   the  queftion.     Theobald 

obeved 
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BOOK  II. obeyed  very  ioyfnily  j  and,  though  we  are 
*^ — ^  ^told,  that  feme  of  the  Englifh  clergy,  par- 
V.  Joan.  Sar.  ^jj,y]^j.|y  ^^iq  biOiops  of  Durham  and   Win- 

epiit.  44.59.     lo-       T        1         -t-7--n  I'li- 

F^ufdem        cheiter,  mchnea  to  Victor,   yet  they  thought 
epiiL  64,  65.  j|-   advifeable   to   concur  with  their  brethren 
in  favouring  Alexander,  the  king's  difpofition 
to   give  him  the  preference  being  well  under- 
y.epiil.64.  ftood.      The  words  of  the    prinaate,  in    his 
letter    to  Henry    on    this    occaiion,    are    re- 
markable.    He  fays,  that  "  the  council  had 
**  not  fn^d^-'i  any  judgement  upon  the  matter 
*'  propof^d  to  them,    nor   had    they    decreed 
.   *'  any  thing  about  it  in  prejudice  to  the  ma- 
"  jef^^y  of  the   crown  ;  as  it  wotdd  have  been 
'*  contra' y  to  their  duty  to  do  Jo  :  but  they  had 
**  lawfully   and   dutifully   given   that   advice 
"  which  he  had  .  required  of   them   by    his 
"  royal  mandate."     From   hence  it  may   be 
inferred,   that,    in  the  commiiiion   which  the 
king  had  fent  to  this   prelate,  care  had  been 
taken  to  fecure  his   royal  prerogative   againft 
.  any  encroachment  on  the  part  of  the  clergy, 
though    he  gracioully    condefcended    to    alk 
their    advice :    and,    conlidering    the    preten- 
fions  of  the  church  in  that  age,  an  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury's  acknowledging  this  right  of 
tiie  crown,  in  terms  fo  explicit  and  fo  full  of 
refped,  was  a  great  inflance  of  moderation. 

But  though  the  kings  of  France  and  Eng- 
land, by  thefe  national  fynods,  had  enabled 
themfelves  to  alledge  the  fenfe  of  their 
clergy,  in  anfwer  to   the  emperor's  folicita- 

tions 
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tions  in  favour  of  Vi6lor,  they    thought   it^o^K  ii. 
expedient,   before  they  would  finally  and  ab-         ^ 
folutely    declare    their    own    refolutions,    to 
hear    what    the    legates,    fent    by    both    the 
competitors,    who    were    ordered    to    attend 
them  in   a  more   folemn    and   more  general 
council,   which  was  to  aiTembie  at  Touloufe, 
could  fay  on  the  fubjed.     The  legates  arrived Labbeus, t.  s. 
therein  November  this  year  ;  but, '  from  fe-concii.  p. 
veral  incidents   intervening,   the  council  was  yf^f^j-i^^enf. 
not  held  till  fome  time  in  the  autumn  of  thei.  ii.  c.% 
following    year,    eleven    hundred  and    f^xty-^*^^'^^^^'^^^* 
one.     Louis  and  Henry,   with   the  embafla-  p.  407. 
dors  of  the  emperor  and  of  all  the   Spanifh  ^^'^^^^"^» 
kings,   were  then  prefent  in  it,   before  whomj^^^v/  ^^^' 
the    caufe    was    debated  by   the    legates    on 
either  fide ;    and  the  cardinal  of  Pavia,  de- 
puted by  Alexander,  pleaded  for  him.  fo  well, 
that  the   council  unanimoufly  confirmed  his 
election.     It   muil,    hov/ever,    be    confeffed, 
that  this  cardinal's  eloquence  was  heard  with 
as  favourable  ears  by  his  audience,  as  the  ha- 
rangue of   Vidor    had    been  by  the  council 
of  Pavia ;    and   all  thefe  grave  deliberations 
really  meant  nothing  more,  than   to  furnifh 
the  princes  who    were  at   the   head  of  each 
party   with   a    plaufible   appearance   of  being 
convinced   of  what  they   were  before  deter- 
mined to   believe.     The    emperor,    with   the 
whole   empire,   and    all  the   northern   kings,  V.  Ofhon. 
continued    unmoved   in  their   attachment   tOp"''^"^  '^'^ 
Vidor,  for  whom   they  procured  a  decree  of 
another  general   council,   afiembled  at  Lodi 

in 
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BOOK  ILin  oppofition  to  this  of  Touloafe.  And  both 
''^  '^  tnefe  naeetiiigs  concluded  with  thundering 
out  fentences  of  excoramunication  againft  the 
pope  of  the  other  faction  and  all  his  adherents. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  rancour  and  bitter- 
iiefs,  which  appear  in  many  of  the  letters 
written  during  thofe  times,  by  clergymen  and 
nionks  of  either  party,  againft  their  opponents; 
and  they  were  but  too  powerful  to  infpire  the 
fame  pailions  into  the  laity,  whofe  confciences 
they^,,dire£led  with  an  abfolute  dominion. 
This  fchifm  was  followed  by  a  long  war  in 
Italy,  between  the  emperor  and  the  adherents 
of  Alexander  there,  which  1  fliall  have  oc- 
cafion  to  fay  more  of  hereafter. 

While  Louis  and  Henry  were  thus  bufied 
in  chilling  a  pope,  there  had  happened  other 
events  of  great  importance,  which  entirely 
altered  the  ftate  of  their  civil  affldrs.  About 
the  end  of  September  in  the  year  eleven 
hundred  and  iixty,  the  queen  of  France 
died  in  child-bed  of  a  fecond  daughter,  who, 
furvlving  her  mother,  was  named  Adelais, 
The  lords  of  the  council,  much  defiring  a 
male  heir  to  the  crown,  exhorted  the  king 
to  marry  again  without  delay.  He  made  fo 
much  hade  to  comply  with  their  advice  and 
his  own  inclinations,  that,  difregarding  all 
decency,  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight  after  the 
death  of  his  wife,  he  married  a  iifler  of  the 
earl  of  Champagne.  That  prince,  and  his 
brothers   the    earls    of    Blois   and   Sancerre, 

were, 
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were,  by  means  of  this  alliance,  advanced  ^O OK  II. 
to  greater  power  in  the  kingdom  of  France;^  ^ 
and  as  Henry  was  aifured  that  they  were  very 
malevolent  to  him,  though  one  of  them  had 
occafionally  confederated  with  him  in  the 
war  of  Touloiife,  it  alarmed  him  to  fee  them 
brought  fo  near  to  the  throne.  Indeed  the 
deatii  of  Conftantia  was  in  many  refpedls 
unfortunate  for  him.  He  had  always  found 
her  a  warm  and  ufeful  friend.  The  new 
queen  might  be  an  enemy  ;  and,  from  his 
knowledge  of  Louis,  he  might  naturally 
fear,  that  a  change  in  the  bed  of  that  mo- 
narch would  be  followed  by  a  change  in  his 
council.  Theie  confiderations  affeded  him 
\vith  no  little  uneaiinefs.  The  peace  con- chron.Norra, 
eluded  in  May  had  not  been  ratified  till  Oc-P-997» 
tober,  a  fev/  davs  before  this  marria2:e  was 
celebrated.  On  tb.at  occaiion  the  prince  of 
England  did  homage  to  the  king  of  France 
for  the  dutchv  of  Normandy  ;  which  feems  to 
imply  that  a  ceffion  had  been  acliually  made, 
or  at  leafl  an  intention  declared  by  Henry  at 
thio  time,  and  ccntirmed  by  this  acl,  of  re- 
figning  to  him  thofe  territories  when  he 
fhould  be  of  full  age.  Probably,  Louis,  whofe 
daughter  he  was  to  marry,  might  defire  this 
cefiion  j  as  the  heir  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land had  not  in  thole  days  any  principality, 
dukedom,  or  other  royal  appanage,  affigned 
to  him  in  that  kingdom.  And  perhaps  lome 
difpute  upon. this  matter  was  the  caufe  that  the 
ratification  of  the  peace  had  \o  loug  been  de- 
layed. 
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BOOK  iLJayed,   though  we  do  not  find  any  mentlou 
"^^  thereof  in  the  treaty.     However  this  may  have 

been,  it  looked  unfavourable  to  the  concord, 
reftored  at  this  meeting,  that  Henry  departed 
from  thence,  without  feeing  the  celebration  of 
the  king's  nuptials  ;  a  ceremony,  which  he 
would  undoubtedly  have  graced  with  his  pre- 
fence,  if  his  diilike  of  the  match  had  not  got 
the  better  of  his  ufual  complaifance,  and  made 
him  fhevv  the  court  of  France  a  little  too 
plainly,  that  he  could  not  forget'  the  dead 
queen  fo  foon  as  her  huiband. 

Upon  his  return  into  Normandy,  he  judged 
it  advifeable  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  might 
fecure  him  againft  the  confequences  of  that 
alteration  in  the  difpofitions  of  Louis,  which 
he  prudently  forefaw  from  this  alliance.  To 
put  his  fon's  marriage  with  the  eldefl:  prin- 
cefs  of  France  beyond  all  difpute,  was  his 
firft  care.  A  mere  verbal  contract  might 
pofTibly  be  revoked,  and  the  lady  demanded 
back  from  Robert  de  Neubourg,  judiciary 
of  Normandy,  who  had  the  cuftody  of  her, 
if  thofe  who  governed  her  father  ifhou Id  make 
him  wifh  to  difpofe  of  her  in  a  different  man- 
ner. Henry  thought  it  expedient  to  guard 
againft  this  danger,  and  bind  the  engage- 
ment more  indiflblubly  by  the  moft  folemn 
fandion  :  as,  befides  the  hope  of  future  be- 
nefits which  might  arife  from  this  match, 
he  was  very  defirous,  at  this  juncture,  to  get 

the 
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the  Norman  Vexin,  with  the  important  caflle^oOK:  ii.  1 
of  Gifors,  and    thofe  of   Neufle    and    Neu- 
chatel,  into  his  own  hands.     By- the    treaty  See  the  treaty 
of   peace,    which     he    had    concluded    vvithi^^^^^^PP^"' 
Louis   the  year  before,   he  was  authorized  to  ^^'  ^'^^ 
take  poffeffion  of  thefe,   if,    before  the  term 
of  three  years  afligned  by  that  treaty  for  their 
being   delivered  up  to  him,    hJs  fon    ihould  , 
cfpoufe   the   princel's    with    the   confent    of  the 
church.     He  therefore    applied  to  the   cardi- ojceto  Imag, 
nals  of  Pifa   and  Pavia,   legates  from   Alex-  ^ii^or.  fub 
ander,  who  now  were  with  him  in  Normandy,  chron.Norm, 
and    prevailed    upon    them  to  celebrate    the  p.  997. 
form   of  a  marriapc,    or   publick   and   folemn  ^'^"'^^'S'^-"- 

.       ■^  _.  C«  24« 

eipoufals,  between  Prince  Henry  his  fon, 
not  yet  fix  years  eld,  and  Margaret  of  France, 
who  was  iliil  a  3/ounger  infant.  This  cere- 
mony being  performed,  he  dem.anded  the 
caftles ;  which  were  immediately  lurrendered 
to  him  by  the  knights  templars,  into  whole 
cuftody  they  had  been  ^committed.  Nor 
could  they  withhold  them  againfl:  the  exprefs 
conditions  of  the  treaty  between  the  two 
princes.  At  the  time  when  Louis  gave  his 
content  to  that  treaty,  he  was,  in  all  proba- 
bi)ity,  defirous  to  accelerate  the  efpoufals  of 
his  daughter  with  Henry's  fon,  and  thought 
the  immaturity  of  their  age  no  objedion  : 
but  the  death  of  her  mother  and  his  new 
marriage  having  changed  his  opuiion,  he 
was  fo  unreafonable  as  to  complain  of  Hen- 
ry's proceedings,  n\  acting  agreeably  to  their 
late  convention. 

2  If 
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E  O  O  K  II.  If  we  mnv  believe  feme  ancient  writer?, 
V.Gui.Xeub.  ^^^  accuied  that  monarch  of  traud,  and  the 
1.  ii.  c. -4.  knights  templars  of  breach  of  truft,  and  even 
Hovedea,       jrove    thc    latter    out    of   his  kinodom,    for 

ann.  p.irs  .  & 

pofr.  r.  rSi.  having  delivered  tne  caltles  to  Henry  upon 
this  /hadoiv  of  a  mantage.  But  it  is  eviaent 
that  this  anger  had  no  foundation.  For  the 
words  of  thc  treaty,  too  clear  to  admit  of 
See  the  tre-atv  anv  doubt,  gave  Henry  a  right  to  take  pof-, 
IntheAppen-feiiicn  of  the  caillcs,  and  of  the  whole  Nor- 
^>  ?•:>/-•  j^-j^^j-j  Vexin,  for  the  uie  of  his  fon,  at  any 
time  after  the  ligning  thereof,  when  the 
latter  fliould  have  ejpsufed  the  daughter  of 
I^uis  ivhh  the  conjent  of  the  church.  The 
legates  of  the  pope  had  given  that  confent : 
the  knights  templars  were  prefent  themfelves 
at  the  ceremony  :  their  truit  was  to  deter- 
mine as  foon  as  this  was  performed ;  and 
their  honour  was  engaged  to  furrender  to 
Henry  what  then  belonged  to  him,  as  much 
as  any  other  part  of  his  territories  in  France. 
Nor  can  the  reproach  of  a  dilhonourable  and 
fraudulent  practice,  in  this  tranfattion,  be 
reafonablv  laid  on  that  king.  Prudence  re- 
quired him  to  fecure  to  his  fon  a  delirable 
match,  and  the  advantages  that  attended  it, 
in  fuch  manner  as  he  was  impowercd,  and 
even  invited  to  do  it,  by  Lewis  himlelf,  not 
Ions  before.  But  thouph  the  French  mo- 
narch  had  v.ol,  in  reality,  any  caule  tor  re= 
kntment  on  account  of  this  acl,  the  con- 
temporary 
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temporary  authors  affign  no  other  for  his  BOOK  ii. 
taking  up  arms  againll:  Henry  the  following 
year.  He  was,  doubtlefs,  incited  to  it,  not 
hy  any  good  arguments,  but  by  the  influence 
which  his  bride,  and  the  unanimous  counfels 
of  her  brothers,  had  over  his  mind  at  this 
time.  While,  by  their  inftigations,  he  was 
preparing  for  the  war  he  intended  to  make 
at  the  return  of  the  fpring,  thofe  three 
;princes,  having  drawn  their  forces  together, 
began  to  fortify  Chaumont,  a  caftle  in  thechron.Norm, 
county  of  Blois,  bordering  upon  Touraine  ;  p.  997". 
from  whence  they  propofed  to  infell  the  lafl- 
mentioned  province  as  foon  as  the  king, 
their  mafter,  fliould  take  the  field.  But 
Henry,  to  whom  the  intention  of  their 
■work  was  no  fecret,  put  himfelf  inftantly  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  troops,  which  he  had 
kept  up  to  be  ready  on  any  emergency,  and 
inarched  to  prevent  them  from  executing 
their  purpofe.  Before  he  came  to  Chaumont, 
the  earls  of  Champagne  and  Sancerre  had 
returned  home  with  their  forces,  leaving 
their  brother,  the  earl  of  Blois,  to  complete 
the  fortifications  :  but  he  alfo,  upon  intelli- 
gence of  Henry's  approach,  which  he  did 
not  expeci",  thought  it  prudent  to  retire. 
That  king,  whofe  celerity  in  his  military 
operations  made  him  always  fuccefsful,  found 
the  works  fo  unfinifhed,  and  the  garrifon  of 
the  caflile  fo  unable  to  defend  it,  that  it  w^as 
yielded  to  him  without  the  trouble  of  a  fiege : 
and  immediately  given  up  to  one  of  his  vaf- 
VoL.  IL        '  G  g  fal^. 
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BOOK  n.  fals,  named  Hugh  d'Aniboife,  who  claimed 
it  as  a  fief  that  belonged  to  his  family,  and 
who  bore  a  mortal  hatred  againfl  the  earl  of 
Blois,  becaiife  that  prince  had  occafioned  the 
cieath  of  his  father  by  an  iinjuft  and  fevere 
imprifonment.  Then,  haying  added  fome 
new  defences  to  the  caftles  of  Frettevalle  and 
Amboife,  Henry  returned  into  Normandy, 
and  put  that  whole  dutchy  into  a  ftate  of 
fecurity,  by  repairing  and  encreafmg  the  for- 
tifications of  almoft  ail  his  caflles,  but  par- 
ticularly of  Gifors,  and  building  a  new  fortrefs 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Eure.  He  alfo  gar- 
rifoned  thofe  of  fome  noblemen,  whofe 
fidelity  he  fufpe6ted,  with  his  own  troops  ; 
as  he  had  a  right  to  do  by  the  cufloms  and 
laws  of  France. 

But  though  his  principal  care  was  to  pro- 
vide for  the  fafety  of  his  territories  on  that 
continent,  in  cafe  of  a  war,  he  did  not 
negledl  the  works  of  peace.  Even  while  he 
was  ere^^ing  thefe  fortifications,  he  built  a 
royal  palace  in  the  iieighbourhood  of  Rouen, 
and  an  hoipital  for  lejujrs  near  Caen,  which 
tht  Norman  chronicle  (files  a  wonde^'ful  bu'iU 
dmg^  on  account,  I  llippofe,  of  the  beauty  of 
its  architecSlurc,  or  its  jpacious  extent.  The 
leprofy  raged,  at  tliis  time,  very  violently, 
in  moft  parts  of  Europe,  being  imported  from 
Palefiine  by  the  pilgrimages  made  thither, 
or  from  Syria  and  Egypt  by  the  crufades ; 
and  iuch  edifices  were  neceflary  to  receive 
the  infected,  who  were  cut  off  from  fociety 
6  with 
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with  all  other  men.  No  chanty  therefore  ^^^O^  ^I- 
could  better  become  a  king  than  this,  which ^  ^ 
gave  all  the  comfort  their  condition  would 
admit  to  the  moft  unhappy  of  his  fLihje6ls, 
and  fecured  the  red  from  the  contagion  of 
fo  loathfome  a  diftemper.  Henry  was  alfo 
a  benefaclor  to  fome  religious  houfes,  both 
in  France  and  in  England ;  for  which  he 
deferves  the  honor  due  to  pious  intentions. 

■   Soon   after  Eafter,   in  the  year  eleven  hun-Chron.Norm» 
dred  and  fixty-one,  Louis  attempted  to  attack  P' ^'^"'^^^' 
the     Norman    Vexin  :     but    Henry   had    fo 
ftrengthened  every  part  of  that   diftriil,  that 
his    enemy  found    it  impraiflicable    to   make 
any  fiege,  and  foon  retired  to  the  frontier  of 
his   own    country.     The    king    of   England 
purfued  him ;  and  the  two  armies  being  often 
in    fight  of  each   other,  a   battle   was   daily 
expelled.     But    the    reputation    of   Henry's 
arms  made  Louis  unwilling  to  run  that   ha- 
zard ;  nor,  when  that  monarch  avoided,  did 
Henry  feek    it,  having  more   to   lofe,  if  he 
fliould  be  defeated,  than  to  gain  by  a  victory. 
He  had  done  enough  to  prevent  the  imputa- 
tion of  fear  being  cafl:  on  his  prudence ;  and 
it  was   agreeable  to  every  principle  that   go- 
verned  his   condu£l,    to    make  up    a  quarrel 
with  the  fovereign  of  his  foreign   dominions 
as  foon  as  he  could  with  honor.     He  there- 
fore was  not  difpleafed   that  good  offices   of 
mediation  were  employed   by  fome  common 
friends   to   both    parties ;    in   confequence  of 
G  g  2  which, 


45?  histor;y  of  the  life,   &c. 

BOOK  II.  which,  about  midfummer,  a  truce  was  agreed 
ChronTNorm.^^P^^^  between  him  and  Louis.  The  firft  ufe 
p.  998.  that  he  made  of  it  was  to  go  and  fupprefs  a 
rebelhon  in  Aquitaine,  which  had  broken 
out  during  the  war  on  the  borders  of  Nor- 
mandy, on  a  fuppofition  that  his  arms  would 
have  been  longer  detained  in  thofe  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  But  that  hope  was  now  fru- 
flrated :  in  lefs  than  two  inonths  he  van- 
quifhed  all  the  rebels,  and  recovered  what- 
ever he  had  loft  in  thofe  provinces,  either 
by  treafon,  or  force  ;  particularly  the  fortrefs 
of  Chaftillon  above  Agen,  upon  the  river 
Garonne,  which,  though  nature  and  art  had 
concurred  to  render  it  ftrong,  he  took  in  five 
or  iix  days,  to  the  great  aftonifhment  and 
terror  of  the  Gafcons, 

The  fcience  of  engineering  muft  certainly 
have  been  polleil;  by  this  prince,  or  by  thofe 
employed  under  him,  in  a  high  degree  of 
pertedtion  ;  as  we  find  he  hardly  ever  befieged 
any  place  v/ithout  reducing  it  fooner  than 
his  enemies  had  expelled. 

All  being  fubdued  and  quiet  in  Aquitaine, 
he  performed  nothing  more  of  any  import- 
ance this  year,  except  prefiding  together  with 
Louis  at  the  council  of  Touloufe,  an  account 
of  which  has  been  given.  Their  meeting  in 
that  city  may  be  regarded  as  a  proof,  that  no 
great  animofity  continued  between  them,  or 
between  the  king  of  England  and  the  earl  of 
Touloufe, 

NOTES 
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AGE  8.  Up07i  which  flje  immediately  gave  the^ooK.  i. 
alarm  to  her  friends^  and,  zvith  all  poffible  filence  '  ■■  "  v  * 
and  fecrefyy  drew  them  infenjibly,  by  fmall  parties,  out 
of  the  city,  before  the  confpirators  there  were  ready 
to  ad  ;  then  mounting  on  horfeback,  fJje  retired,  in 
a  military  manyier,  to  Oxford ;  the  tiobl'es,  who  at- 
tended her,  formings  with  their  followers,  a  Jlrong 
body  of  cavalry,  and  marchi?ig  together,  in  gooci 
order y  till  they  got  to  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
London, 

Some  authors  fay,  that  Matilda  and  her  friends 
made  their  efcape  in  the  iitmoft  diforder,  and 
rather  by  a  flight  than  retreat,  having  been  in- 
formed of  their  danger  but  a  moment  before,  when 
the  bells  of  the  city  were  ringing  to  call  the  people 
to  arms,  and  the  infurreftion  was  already  bsgun. 
But  I  have  preferred  the  account  given  by  William  v.  Hift.  Nov. 
of  Malmfbury,  who  fays,  that  infidiis  pra'cognitis  et^-'^^'i- i^^'. 
vitatis,  fenfim,  fine  tunmltu  quadam  militari  difcipUna 

G  g  I  urbe 


454  NOTES    ON    THE    LIFE 

BOOK  I.  iiyjjg  cefferunt.  For,  had  their  notice  of  the  plot 
"  '  been  fo  ftiort,  and  their  flight  fo  diforderly, .  as  the 
others  pretend,  it  is  not  conceivable  how  thofe  who 
were  lodged  in  the  city  could  all  be  permitted  to  go 
off  unmolefled,  or  how  it  could  happen  that  no  pur- 
fult  fliould  have  been  made  by  the  citizens.  Wil- 
liam of  Malmfbury  affirms,  that  all  of  Matilda's 
party  efcaped  unhurt;  and  no  other  author  makes 
mention  of  any  of  them  having  been  killed,  or 
taken  prifoners. 

P.  6 1 .  //  happened  well  for  him^  that  the  aEiion  did 
not  begin  till  after  fun-fet ;  fo  that  darknefs  conmg, 
on  ajffkd  his  fight. 

In  my  account  of  this  aclion,  I  have,  for  the 
mofi  part,  followed  the  author  of  the  a^s  of  king 
Stephen.  Gervafe  of  Canterbury  differs,  in  fome 
refpecls,  from  that  author;  particularly  in  this,  that 
he  fays  the  king  fled  without  facing  the  enemy  ; 
whereas  the  other  tells  us,  that  he  drew  all  his  for- 
ces out  of  the  town,  and  did  not  fly  till  the  beft 
part  of  them  were  broken  and  routed,  which  better 
agrees  with  his  charadter.  I  have  reconciled  their 
accounts  as  far  as  I  could ;  but,  where  they  are  irre- 
concileable,  I  have  adhered  to  the  afls  of  King  Ste- 
phen, as  the  writer  was  nearefl:  in  time. 

T*.  7<5.    This  fultan  left    the    governjiieiit    to  his  fort 
Gelaleddi?t,  zvhofe  dojiiinions  extended  from  Urquend^ 
a  city  of  Turqueftan  beyond  the   river  Oxus,  to  An- 
tioch  in  Syria ;  which  he   won  from  the  Greek   em- 
fire  by  the  good  conduct  of  Solymany  a  prince  of  his 
blood,  on  whom  he  befiowed  it,   zvith  part    of  the 
Lefjh-  Afia^  &c. 
T.  Heibclov,       Antioch   had   been  conquered   from    the  Greek 
/iKTHAKXA.  empire    by  the    Cahph  Omar,  in   the  fixteenth  year 
©f  theHegira;  and  remained  in  the   hands  of  the 

Saracens 
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Saracens  till  the  year  357  of  the  fame  xvn,  when  it  book  ii. 
was  regained  from  them  by  the  emperor  Nicepho-  '        " 
rus  Phocas.     Solyman  took   ic  in   the  year  of  the 
Hegira  477, 

P.  I  o  I .  Tet  when   he  found,  during  his  viar-cb   over 
the  lands  of  the  e?npire,  feveral  proofs  of  boJHle  ma- 
lice and  treachery  in  the  Greeks^  &c. 
Monfieur  Voltaire,  in  his  late  Hiflory  of  the  Cru-"^':  Voltaire 

fades,  and  another  excellent  writer  of  the  fame  nation,?^/^'  ^^^,^'°^' 

1  r-iii  !••         1  r    ^  'lades,  tub  ann. 

have  alcribed  the  mortahty  m  the  army  or  Conrade  1147.  p.  7s,  & 
only  to  their  intemperance,  and  the  effefts  of  a  io-{^}]^-^^]'^°^-'^^ 

.  •'        ..  -ni  •  l^•  r      t,  1  Hilt,  de  Fran, 

reign  climate.  But  the  unanimous  teiumony  or  all  tom.i.iubann. 
the  contemporary  Latin  hiflorians,  fupported  by^^s. 
Nicetas,  a  Greek,  who  was  Secretary  to  Emanuel 
Comnenu?,  in  his  Life  of  that  emperor,  leaves  us,  I 
think,  no  room  to  doubt,  that  they  were  perfidioufly 
dellroyed  by  the  Greeks.  The  filence  of  the  lait 
author,  as  to  any  violences  committed  by  the  Ger- 
mans, which  might  have  provoked  fuch  ill  ufage, 
difproves  all  that  Clnnaimis,  another  Greek  writer, 
hasfaid  on  that  fubjeft.  In  truth,  the  behaviour  of 
Conrade  and  his  array  was  quite  irreproachable, 
with  regard  to  the  Greeks;  but  the  Greeks  aded 
treacheroufly  and  bafely  by  them  ;  nor  can  I  make  any 
queilion  of  their  having  aded  by  the  orders  of 
Emanuel  Comnenus.  It  appears  by  a  letter  from 
the  king  of  France  hirafelf,  that  he  likewife  com- 
plained of  the  fraud  of  that  emperor :  "  In  quibus^- Pp''''f-  Sug. 
*'  fan^  partibus,  turn  pro  fraude  imperatoris^  turn  chefnc."^  ^^~ 
''  pro  culpa  noftrorum,  non  pauca  damna  pertu- 
**  limus,  et  grayiter  quidem  in  multls  periculls  vex- 
"  ati  fumus.  Non  defuerunt  quippe  nobis  affiducp 
**  latronum  infidi^,  graves  viarum  difEcultates, 
"  quotldiana  bella  Turcorum,  qiii  permijfwne  impe- 
G  g  4  "  rat  oris 
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^-^OK     1.  -  -.r'.-.rtj  in  resmoa  fa^in   HiiiidiQi  CbnJU  peiiVqoi 

• <^">     0.v« 

P.  11^.  Tfi  ih'  isx::-^  l/:  '':  r:  '•rs.^rs  as  match  tm 
Jj^j,  ^ih  r^^sTii  :.  ^w  fit  mtrifftsd 

TOT'Ts^     T^  ;  mvrds  are  laefe:  "  Spe  ftu-hmtus,  icutato 

^,  rrp>  Tii5  sbonaiaaii,  et  ei  pnelbncis 
••  p^:i-2ier  iaSSss,  et  is  erjs  IsScapn  annari  c(£? 
**  p:t*  X'xorts::  esina  ejias  in  id  ipfam  casi&Bt- 
"  6er::eias   qisp  inu  esmS  ife  fsnus  mulieribas,  aut 

*'  T3r.en:?rj    iisi  occJilus  iDadainaiioGibns,    ab  co 

^  «r  prims  «f  f^fimndiBm  sacatf^jl^  edusat  zmS- 
«  lit?,  muEsT  impsxKks^  ct  ccsira  d^aicttem  re- 

*^^irrt  Mtxz  tjpoA  poftqnam  r^  cxa^tertrnm  efi^ 
"  -pTmaps  pixx^ssasDS  inoSauns,  vita?  qnoqtae  ct 
*^  ^3o  coofiiksis,  4]e  axiOio  magnAum  liMxiim 
^  ker  sccdeiai3^~  uibe  Amiodiena  cum  fuis  dam 
?*  cgs^Bs  d^.**  Br  T-ff?  vnords,  ooe  woufci 
ieoagiae,   thsi    r?     zi;  ::    accofe   her    of  an 

amoor  '^:li    be-    i-:  r  as  Tiith  odios, 

before   ~-c     -;:  :,    in   giTH^  the 

diara£':  :    ;    ?-  ::r    ::  Andodi,  he  uv?, 

^^  ^  ^ilsar  tr  "  fe,  «  cna^ 

^"*^'  «  jo^i  •  xtnem, 

«*  Ifeiii::  rrince 

^-   ;  -  -     -  -     -  .   ,       -       -  -    ;  -■  ^^ 


£3d  ri:  life,  by  taking     ;::  j. 

^sr  h;;:rc  "^iml  pafficr    ::    ir.- 

cxiar.    A  -  :  ris  writer  hii  .  i  :    r., 

in  itise  -         .  h  ca  bar  f^racer  and 

fc'  '  ;  it  lappoited  by 

any 
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oi 


nj, other  eriieace  b  any  o:   rb-  tccsui::  "sr^  Lrre^j^^^    ^ 
of  thofe  dine*.  "  ' 

P.  124-  2r:.r    cl.'-::^  is  'i^II  -xirroKtedhi  tcs  ^zcrds 
:':.-.  ':'::■:-.  \JchQ  h'=i:sd  in  that  agu 

Tl  :   refer  to  are  tbde:  «  Primcspi^G^p^ 

^'  f::   :         ger,s  per  refpoaSoDCm  r^jM  peiitk>oeS|^  "^^ 
''  i_ii   Ti:_Ls  £eri    magna    cjHiira    rsgem    icAsafU  p, DBcirfar. 
'^  iraciiDdia,  et  ab  ilia  Iwra  non  c^^^TSt,  ia  qnantmn 
•'      :  _  :  ::'.\"       :'i    et  c^ecos    macliioare ; 

*•'  1  '  '  ji  ::  1  --  rnordis  rrsina  iisor  iba 
"  fuis  iz^'Ai  tTz-itammibcs  rtgezi  volak  dde- 
"  rere,  et  ab  i!.:  i  iniims  ad  tda^-m,  ^pofi, 
"  qmdam  di^^-er: :  /.^:  -in^  The  Ljtna  is  Tcrf 
bad ;  Ixit  ic  is  plaio  ftcm.  die  ienib^  ihat  scs^r  ^iea 
means  vx&r  regis,  and  ^£rx  malis  eshonaiiaoibii^ 
ihonld  be  ejus  mails  eshortatioiiibas. 

The  ambor  c^  the  life  c:  A;':::    S::ger,  pub-HiSsEse & 
Tiihed  in    1721,  afcribes   the      :t    7  :        -      :'    :tis^^i=^»J^*-' 
book  to   that  Abbot,    fapp'I   r    :     :      t        :  z    h      ^*   " 
from  the  ^Memoires  of  Odo  ds  Br :  :   :   : :   1    t: 

his  deceafe  it  ^a-as  £iiifli£d  by  OJ :       _         i  - 

tainly   imftakea    in  both  tbefe    : :    7 : :       r 

Memoirs  and  this  Hiflwy  di^  in   nz^nr   -::;:- 

lars,    rf  which  I  'will  mentifHi  cie        -"11:7      7   r 

Memoii^  fay,  that,  after   the  3£fti:    :i    :   t    ::;_i- 

tain  of  Laodicea,  another aSicz  ei fit:.    1  ~i::.'-zz 

French  beat  the  Toiks,  and  cr:    ::   t  iii    1      :   r 

body  of  them  betwees  vms  irrerr.      Z  _:  :iz  >1  .:   :"  v.    Ooo    de 

lays,    they  Ec*  t:  -7.       1    frtT  ::  i     :       .  7  ■  ^^™BP- J- *»- 

feat    abcT7-:r ::-v  :        it:     :      .^    : 

The  nfe  ::     -  :    1   -    :;::;  -  ;      1    :  : ;      ".GA,  JjoL 

"whidi    likewife    ckxut    in    ne   "      :^      ::     :_:r     ^^ 

is   not  a   proof  that    he   wr;:;     :  r.;    -7~r 

words  are  ufed  by  many  otLe  TT  it     1   :   1: 

£ge.    Bm: '.Lz:i  ~-:t  ::~t  in  misbo::.  :: 
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BOOK  l-parlamsntum^  which  feem  to  fix  the  date  of  it  half 

V  Geft  Lud  ^  century  later  than  Suger's  death.  I  therefore 
c.  iiuis.        agree     with    the    learned    and    judicious    Dupin, 

in  not  regarding  this  book  as    the  work    of    that 
-Abbot. 

P.  130.  FoVy  to  fuppofe,  that  true  7niracles  were 
really  done  by  him^  in  conjirmation  of  his  having 
received  revelations  from  God,  which  the  event 
proved  to  befalfe,  is  fuch  an  abfiirdity,  andfuch  an 
impiety,  as,  one  would  think,  fuperjlition  itfelf  floould 
rejed. 
Ftiller,  1.  ji.  It  is  aftoniftiing,  that  a  protedant  Divine,  Dr. 
^'lo.  Fuller,  in    his  Hiltory   of  the    Holy  wars,   fhould 

fay,  that  God  fet  his  hand  to  St.  Bernard's  tejlimonial 
Y.  Maimb.    of  the  juiracles  zvhich  that  father  wrought  I  The  Jefuit 
liifi.  dcsCioi-pvIaiiy^bourg  had  more   judgment,  and   fpeaks   very 
T-,T\'^'''  "^  doubtfully  about  all  thefe  miracles ;  or,  rather,  in  a 
way  that  fhews  he   thought  they  deferved    no   cre- 
dit.    But  yet  it  is  certain,  that  few  of  the   modern 
miracles,  believed    by    the    Church    of  Rome,  are 
Y.  FicuH  TTift.  better  attefted.     There   is  fliil  extant  a  book,  pub- 
Ecel.  l.ixi.\.p.  |j(|-^g^    by    Siinfon,    archbilliop   of    Rheims,  which 
^"^  '  contains   a  journal  of  them,    with    teilimonies    and 

Y  odo  de  pi'oofs.  They  are  mentioned  by  many  contemporary 
Diog.  1.  V.  authors,  both  German  and  French.  And,  laflly, 
Gedf r.  \  It.  s.  i^gj-^-j^^,^    himfelf  appeals    to   them    as    proofs    of 

'  'the  truth  of  his  miffion.  In  his  apology  to. 
the  Pope  be  writes  thus:  *'  If  you  afk  me, 
•"'  what  miracles  I  have  done,  to  prove 
"  the  divine  revelations  which  I  had  received, 
"  that  is  a  point  to  which  it  does  not  become 
"  me  to  anfwer.  Modefly  hinders  me,  and  I 
*'  ought  to  be  excufed  from  it  on  that  account. 
"  It   lies  on  you,  holy  father,    it  lies   on  you   to 

*'  anfwer 
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*'  anfwer   for  me,  according  to  what  you  have feen^^^^    i« 

"  and  heard:'  ' ^ ' 

Among  the  miracles  faid  to  be  done  by  him,  this 
is  one-  A  lame  child  was  brought  to  him  in  pre- 
fence  of  the  emperor:  he  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs, 
raifed  the  child,  and  bid  him  walk,  which  he  did 
very  well.  Then  Bernard,  turning  to  the  emperor, 
faid,  *'  This  was  done  for  your  fake,  that  you  may 
"  know,  that  God  is  certainly  with  you,  and  that 
*'  your  enterprize  is  agreeable  to  him.'' 

P.  137.  And  though  in  the  defperate  Jlate  of  Stephen's 
affairs  after  the  battle  of  Lincoln^  he^  with  all  the 
other  noblemen  who  ferved  that  prince,  except  JVil- 
liam  of  Ipres^  fubmitted  to  Matilda,  and  not  only 
was  confirmed  by  her  in  his  earldom,  but  received 
additional  favours,  as  appears  by  two  charters  granted 
to  him  that  year^  yet  he  foon  left  her,  and  returned 
to  the  party  of  the  king,  &c. 

Thefe  charters  are  cited  by  Dugdale  in  his  Baro- 
nage, but  he  has  mifplaced  them  j  for  that  dated 
from  Oxford,  which  he  gives  iirfl:,  refers  to  the 
other,  dated  from  Weflminfler,  in  feveral  places, 
by  confirming  grants  made  therein.  That  both 
were  granted  In  the  year  1141,  appears  very  clearly; 
For  Matilda  was  not  at  Weftrainfter  after  the  death 
of  her  father  till  a  few  days  before  Midfuramer  in 
that  year;  and  before  the  end  of  that  fumm.er  fhe 
was  driven  from  thence  by  the  confpiracy  of  the 
Londoners.  This  certainly  fixes  the  time,  when 
the  flrfi:  of  thefe  charters  was  given,  to  have  Feen 
in  that  interval.  And  (lie  promifes  in  the  other, 
that  certain  lords,  who  are  called  her  barons,  fhould 
be  pledges  for  the  engagements  contrafted  therein, 
and  names  among  others  Gilbert  earl  of  Pembroke, 
who,  from  the  time  of  the  fiege  of  Wincheiler  till 

a  year 
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a  year  after  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Effex,  was   in 
the  fervlce   of  Stephen.     This  charter   mufl  there^ 
fore  have  been  given  at  the  time  when  (he  wenE 
to  refide  in  Oxford  caftle  after  her  flight  from  VVefl-r 
minfter,  and    before  Ihe  engaged  in  her  unfuccefsr- 
jful  attempt  upon  the  bifhop's  caftle   at  Winchefler  : 
for  only  during  that  interval  could  the  earl  of  Pem- 
broke be  reckoned  among  her  barons,  as  he,  together 
with  all  the  chief  friends  of  King  Stephen,  had  then 
fubmitted   to  her;  but  prefently  afterwards  forfook 
her  again,  and  came  with   the   army  raifed  by   the 
queen  to  befiege  her  in  Winchefter,     Probably  {he 
gave  the  ear!  of  Effex   this  charter,  which  is  more 
liberal  than  the  other,  in  hopes  of  recovering   the 
city  of  London  by  his  affiftance.     Whether    at   this 
time  he  really  meant  to  afiift  her,  is  doubtful.     Per- 
haps he  only  treated  with  her  to  amufe  and  deceive 
her,  till  the  bifcop  of  Vvinchefter  fliould  be   ready- 
to  aft  in  concert  with  him  againft  her.     Certain  it 
is,  that  foon  afterwards  he  broke  thefe  engagements: 
}'■  ?^^'p      for  the  anonymous  author  of  the  afts   of  King  Ste- 
ajf  Duchcfnf'phen  names  all  the  earls  who  attended  her  general 
Hill.  Norm,    fummons  at  Wincheflerj  and  he  is  not  a  i  ong  them : 
V.  Mdmib.   ^nd  William  of  Malmfbury  fays,  that  almoft  all  the 
Hift.  Norm*,  earls  in  England   attended   the  bifhop  of  Winchef- 
j:"-^- ^°7.  2.  fej-'s  fummons  upon  that  occafion  ;  which  is  a  very 
'^°'  ftrong  prefumption  that  he  cam^  to  that  fiege,  with 

the  forces  from  London,  under  William  of  Ipresj 
for,  as  he  was  a  perfon  of  fuch  note  in  the  party, 
mention  would  have  been  made  of  his  abfence,  if 
he  had  not  been  there.  Nor  can  one  fuppofe  he 
would  afterwards  have  been  trufted  by  Stephen  in 
fo  high  a  degree,  if  he  had  not  ferved  him  at  that  very 
critical  jun£lure,  when  all  his  other  friends  returned 
to  his  fervice.  It  is  remarkable,  that,  in  the  laft  of 
the  charters  granted  to  hira,  in  the  year  1141,  by 

■  Matilda, 
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Matilda,  her  husban-J  and  fon  are  joined  with  her^  o  o  k  f. 
as  confirming  the  grants.  But  in  the  former  no^  "^ 
notice  is  taken  of  either  of  them;  nor  do  1  find  the 
carl  of  Anjou  once  mentioned  in  any  other  pubhck 
a'3:  or  monument  of  thofe  times  relating  to  England. 
His  being  named  as  a  party  in  the  abovementioned 
charter  would  induce  one  to  think,  that  Matilda 
had  then  a  defign  to  acknowledge  him  as  king  of 
England,  in  right  of  his  marriage.  But,  if  it  was 
o,   that  intention  was  foon  laid  afide. 

P.  151.  Never thelefs  he  retained  to  him/elf  the  domi- 
nion  of  that  dutchy^  as  he  had  held  it  in  her  abfence  i 
that  is,  without  any  dependence  upon  her. 
Gervafe  fays,  fhe  went  to   live  fub  tutela  7nariti 

fui, 

P.  160.  And  though  Celejline  died  foon  afterwards,  and 
he  found  dfpofitiom  more  favorable  to  him   in  hu"^ 
ciits  the  Second ;  yet  he   could  not  obtain  from  that 
pontiff  a  rcnezval  of  his  brother  s  commiffion. 
It  is  faid,   by   fome  authors,    that  the  bilhop   of 
Winchefler  received  a  pall  from  Pope  Lucius  the 
Second,  who  propofed  to  raife  his  fee  into  an  arch- 
biihoprick,  with  feven  fuffragans  under  him.     But^-^^'^"^ 
the  filence    of    all     the    contemporary    hiflorians,  fub  ann.  1^143! 
and  more  particularly  of  Gervafe   of  Canterbury,  Matth.  Par. 
upon   this   matter,    makes    me     much    doubt    the  ^ngi.^cTmrs 
truth  of  it ;  efpecially  as  J.   Haguftaldenfis  aflSrms,  i.  p'.  300, 
that  Lucius  refufed  to  (make  the   bilhop   his  legate. 
The  mofl  ancient  hiftorian,    by    whom   it  is   men- 
tioned, is    Radulphus    de    Diceto.       Perhaps    the 
bifhop  might  have  fuch  a  defign  in  his  thoughts,  as 
his  ambition  was  reftlefs,  and  his  temper  very  en- 
terpnfmg ;  but  that,   in  fo  ihort  a  pontificate  as  that 
of  Lucius  the  Second,  which  did  not  lafl:  a  year,  fo 
7  great 
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BOOK     I- great  a   change    fliould  be   maJe    in    the    Englifli 

'^ ^^ ^church,  and  made  while  a  civil  war  was  raging  in 

the  kingdonij  is  very  improbable. 

P.  1 66,  'The  other  EngUjh  bijhops  obeyed  the  king,  and 
the  laws  of  their  country  ;  for  which  they  7Jvere  -put, 
by  the  authority  of  the  Pope,  under  fpiritual  cen- 
fures, 

Gervafe  of  Canterburj^  tells  us,  that  four  of  the 
Englilh  biiiiops  were  abfolved  feme  time  afterwards, 
by  the  archbifhop,  from  the  fentence  they  had  in- 
vid.  Gervafe  curred  on  this  accouDt ;  and,  as  we  learn  from  the 
^J?"'*^"^'  f^i^^  author,  that  all  had  been  fummoncd  to  the 
council  by  the  pope,  all,  I  prefume,  were  punifhed 
for  not  going  thither ;  but  with  iome  difference  in  the 
cenfures  and  in  the  time  they  remained  under  them, 
according  as  they  had  fhewn  more  or  lefs  inclination 
to  go;  unlefs  any  of  them  could  plead  ficknefs,  or 
fome  necelTary  impediment. 

P.  169.  //  does  not  appear  that  the  archbifhop  of  Can' 
terbury  obtained  at  this  time  the^  legatine  dignity. 
The  being  made  the  Pope's  legate  was  in  reality, 
though  not  in  the  fenfe  of  thofe  times,  a  diminution 
of  the  dignity  of  an  archbifliop  of  Canterbury;  but 
it  was  a  greater  diminution  of  it  to  be  fubjefted  to 
the  exercife  of  the  legatine  power  in  the  hands  of  a 
fuffragan  bifliop  :  which  will  fufficiently  account  for 
the  defire  of  Theobald  to  get  it  reftored  to. his  fee. 
When  his  predeceffor  obtained  it,  he  probably 
thought  it  an  addition  to  his  power ;  and  fo  it  was, 
if  he  found  that  the  independency  of  his  fee  could  be 
no  longer  maintained  againfl:  the  pretended  fupre- 
macy  of  the  bifliop  of  Rome. 


.  y.  170. 
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P.  1 70.  But  I  do  not  find  liheohald  fiyled  the  dope's  BOOK    r. 

legate  till  the  year  1 1 5 1 .  ^'^ *' ' 

The  author  of  the  Antiquitates  Ecclefice  Britan- 
tiicee,  and  after  him  Mr.  Selden,  in  his  differtation  . 
on  FJeta,  and  fome  later  writers,  have  faid,  that 
archbiQiop  Theobald  was  honoured  with  the  title  of 
legatus  natus.  But  I  find  no  mention  of  it  in  the 
contemporary  hiftorians.  Gervafe  of  Canterbury 
was  too  well  informed  of  the  aiFairs  of  that  fee, 
and  too  fond  of  all  that  he  fuppofed  did  honor  to 
it,  efpecially  under  the  government  of  archbifliop 
Theobald,  to  have  omitted  this  in  his  GhrGnkle, 
and  in  the  Life  of  that  prelate,  had  it  been  true. 
Mr.  Selden,  who  fays,  that  this  title  was  given  him 
by  Innocent  the  Second,  muft  be  miftaken ;  as.  "we 
certainly  know,  that  the  bifliop  of  Wincbefter  was 
legate  in  England  till  the  death  of  that  pope.  Some 
other  writers  have  faid,  that  Theobald  gained  the 
legatine  dignity  from  Celefline  the  Second ;  but 
this,  I  believe,  is  likewife  an  error.  For,  had  that 
commiffion  been  held  by  him  when  Gelefline  died, . 
Lucius  would  hardly  have  fent  into  this  kingdom  a 
cardinal  legate,  as  we  find  that  he  did-,  or,  at  lead, 
on  the  recal  of  that  legate,  Theobald  would  have 
been  llyled,  by  Gervafe  of  Canterbury,  and  Henry 
of  Huntingdon,  apoftolicc^  fedis  legatus  ;  but  they  do 
not  give  him  that  title  till  the  year  1 15 1 . 

P.  175.  But,  before  he  did  this,  he  .reqmred  him   to 
take  an  oath,  never  to  rejume,  from  him,  or  his  heirs, 
any  part  of  the  three  counties,  'which  he  had  ohtained 
■    pofjejfion  of,  during  the  troubles  in  England. 

In  this  I   have  followed   William  of   Newbury. 
Roger  de  Hovedcn,  in   giving   an  account  of  the  v.  Hoveden, 
oath  exadied  by  David,  expreiTes  it  thus:  "  Faftus f}^^ ^""'  "48* 
"  eft  miles   ab   eodem    rege  David  in  civitate  Car-  ^"'  ^°' 
^*  leoli,    prius  dato  facramento,    quod,  fi   ipfe  rex 

"  Anglic 


Si 
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^^^^  ^'  *'  Anglice  fieret,  redderet  ei  Novum  Caftellum,  €t 
''  totam  Northumbrian!,  et  perraitteret  ilium,  et 
*'  hasredies  fuos,  in  pace,  fine  calumnia,  in  pefpe-^ 
*'  tuum  pofTidere  totam  terrara,  quse  eft  a  fluvio 
*'  Tweede  ad  fluviura  Tine."  But  David,  accord- 
ing to  William  of  Newbury,  was  then  in  polTefiion 
*'  of  all  the  country  belonging  to  England,  as  far  as 
the  river  Teesi^  "  Aquilonaris  vero  regie,  quce  in 
poteftatem  domini  regis  Scotorum  ufque  ad  flu- 
vium  Tefam  ceperat,  pef  ejufdem  regis  induftriara 
in  pace  degebat."  Yet  notwithftanding  this  dif- 
'r-  ference  in  marking  the  bounds,  I  prefume  that  they 

both  meant  the  three  Northern  counties,-  which,- 
William  of  Newbury  afterwards  informs  us,  wer6 
V.  Neubtig.  yielded  back  to  Henry  in  the  year  1157.  "  Regr 
■""'  ^'^'  **  quoque  Scotorum,  qui  Aquilonares  Anglic  re- 
'^  giones,  fcilicet  Northumbriara,  Cumbriam,  Weft- 
**  morilandiam,  nomine  Matildis  didtas  Imperatri- 
**  cis,  &  hseredis  ejus,  olim  a  David  Scotorum 
*'  rege  adquifitas,  tanquam  jus  proprium  poffidebat, 
"  mandate  curavit,  regeta  Anglise  tanta  regni  fui 
*^  parte  non  debere  fraudari,  nee  polTe  patienter 
*'  mutiiari:  juftum  effe  reddi  quod  fuo  fuiffet  no- 
mine adqulfitum.  Ille  vero  prudenter  confideraiis 
regem  Angliie  in  hac  parte  cum  potentia  virium 
*'  merito  caufie  pr^ftare,  quamvis  polTet  obtendere 
"  juramentum,  quod  avo  fuo  David  prreftitilTe 
"  dicebatur,  cum  ab  eo  cingulum  acciperet  militare, 
**  prcenominatos  fines  repetenti  cum  inregritate 
«*  reftituit,  &c." 
Ibidem,  And  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  this  author  fpeaks 

\.u  c.  22.  ^£  Henry's  having  taken  this  oath  fomewhat  doubt- 
fully, as  having  his  knowledge  of  it  only  from  hcar^ 
fay,  "  accepta  prius  (ut  diciturj  cautione;"  and 
again,  in  the  paffage  cited  above,  *'  juramentum 
"  quod  avo  fuo  David  prjeftitiiTe  dicebatur.''  But 
Koger  de  Hoveden,  and   all  the  Scotch  wrirers,  are 

pofitive 
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pofitivc  in  the  faft.     To  the  Scotch  I  iliould  pay  no  13  o  o  k    L- 
great  regard,  as  the  moft  ancient  of  thefe  writers  is  ^~"~^ 
but  of  late  times,  and   cannot   be  oppofed   to  the 
authority  of  contemporary  hiilorians  •,  but   I    think 
that   the  teftimony    of  Roger  de   Floveden    cannot 
reafonably  be  rejeded,  efpecially  as  the   matter  is 
probable  in   itfelf.     For  though  David  had  pofleiTed 
himfelf  of  the  abovementioned  counties  in  the  name 
of  Matilda,  and  of  her  fon,  he  certainly  did  not  mean 
to  give  up    the   pretenfions  his    own  fon    had  to 
Northumberland,  if  not  to  Carlifle ;   and  we  find,  he 
difpofed  of  all   the  three  counties    at  his  death,   as 
having    an   abfolute  property  in  xhzu\,  tajnquam  jus 
froprhwi  (to  ufe  the  exprefiion  of  William  of  New- 
bury) ;  which  he  would  hardly  have  done,  without 
having  madefome  agreement  with  Henry  about  them, 
I  therefore  believe,  that  he  took  this  opportunity  to- 
obtain     them  from   that  prince,    who  wanted    his 
afliftance  ;    and  to  obtain  them,    not  as  feudatory, 
but  independent  dominions. 

P.  1^6.  /  ■prefume  that  he  was  not  io  hold  this 
acquijition  as  a  jief  under  David,  who  had  no  title 
to  it,  but  wider  Henry  Flantagemt  as  king  of 
England, 

J.  Haguflaldenfis  fays,  he  did  homage  to  David  : 
but  this  muft  be  a  millake  ;  for  Lancafter  could  not 
polTibly  be  claimed  by  that  king  as  a  lief  of  his 
crown,  having  never  belonged  to  it,  either  by  treaty 
or  grant  from  any  king  of  England.  It  is  not  men- 
tioned among  the  territories  reftored  to  Henry  the 
Second  ;  nor  is  there  any  notice  taken  of  its  having 
been  then  retained  by  the  king  of  Scotland,  or  ceded 
to  him  by  England,  Henry,  no  doubt,  would  have 
claimed  and  recovered  it,  with  the  three  Northern 
counties,  if  it  had  been  in  the  polTeffion  of  ihaC  ■ 
king. 

Vol.  IL  -       Mil        ,  ,E  198. 
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P.  198.  His  father  direBed^  by  a  claiife  in  his  ivill^ 
that,  if  ever  Henry  Jhoiild  be  fully  poffeffed  of  his 
?noihers  inheritance,  that  is,  of  England  and  Nor- 
7na7idy,  he  then  fhoidd  give  up  all  his  paternal  domi- 
nions, namely  the  earldoms  of  AnjoUi  "Touraine,  and 
Maine,  to  his  fecond  brother. 
This  faft  is  queilioned  by  Mr.  Carte,  on  the  au- 
thority of  an  ancient  hidorian,  the  monk  of  Moir- 
moutier,  who  relates,  "  That  the  earl  of  Anjou  left 
"  orders  at  his  death,  forbidding  Henry  his  fon  to 
''  introduce  the  cuftoms  of  England  or  Normandy 
"  into  Anjou  ;"  from  whence  Carte  infers,  that  he 
intended  to  leave  that  prince  fole  heir  to  all  thofe 
dominions.     But  the  inference  is  not  good  :  for,  as 
he  certainly  left  him  Anjou  till  he  fhould  gain  pof- 
feffion  of    England,    he   might  think    it  proper  to 
reflrain  him  from  any  alteration  of  the  laws  of  that 
province  while  it  was  under  his   dominion,    and  yet 
mean  to  give   that   and  his  two  other  earldoms  to 
GeofFry,  when  the  abovementioned  contingency  Ihould 
come  to  pafs.      Certainly,  neither  this  paffage,  nor 
the  filence  of  other  writers  upon  this  point,  can  be 
enough    to   invalidate    the   pofitive    teflimony   of 
William  of  Newbury,  a  contemporary  hiftorian,  given 
with  fo  many  particulars,  and  fupported  by  Brompton. 
Nor  is  it  probable,  that,   without  fome  pretence  of 
this  kind,  Geoffry  Ihoald  have  invaded  his  brother's 
dominions. 

P.  199.  Siigsr  zvas  dead:  and  he  had  no  other  friend^ 
either  fo  homft  orfo  ii'ife,  as  to  fheiv  him  all  the  folly 
of  what  he  was  doing. 

The  author  of  the  Life  of  Abbot  Suger  fuppofes, 
that,  after  Louis  returned  into"  France,  that  minifter 
approved  of  his  divorcing  the  queen,  on  account  of 
her  cond'jft  while  they  were  in  the  Eaft.  But  I 
can   difcover  no    foundation    for    this    fuppofition, 

which 


O  F    K  I  N  G    H  E  N  R  Y    II.  4<57 

which  ill  agrees  with  the  prudence  of  Suger.     The^o  OKI, 

words   of  the  letter  he  wrote  to  Louis,  which  are ' " ' 

brought  to  confirm  it,  prove  no  fuch  thing.  "  De 
"  regina,  conjuge  veftra,  audemus  vobis  laudare 
*'  (fi  taraen  placet)  quatenus  rancorem  animi  veftri 
^'  [J^  ^ft  ]  operiatis,  donee  (Deo  volente)  ad  pro- 
*'  prium  reverfus  regnura,  et  fuper  his  et  fuper  aliis 
*'  provideatis."  Advifing  him  not  to  difcover  the 
rancour  of  his  mind  (if  he  bad  any)  towards  his 
queen,  till,  being  returned  into  his  own  kingdom, 
he  might  take  proper  meafures  on  that  and  other  affairs, 
was  by  no  means  advifmg,  that  he  then  Jhotdd  divorce 
her.  The  true  intention  of  it  feems  to  have  been, 
to  gain  time,  and  ftop  the  king  from  purfuing,  with 
a  rafti  precipitation,  what  the  firft  heat  of  his  refent- 
ment  fugffefted. 


*DJd^ 


nugis  cunali'i 
ui. 


P.  216,  And  had  the  refolution  to  piihUJJj  an  edicf, 
which  filenced  the  profejfory  and  forbad  the  hooks, 
&c. 

The  words  of  John  of  Salifbury,  who  was  a  con- J-  Sahfb.  ae 
temporary  writer,  are  thefe  :  "  Tempore  regis  Ste-  u 
"  phani  a  regno  juiTse  funt  leges  Ro?nana,  quas  in 
**  Britanniam   domus  venerabilis  patris  Theobaldi, 
"  Britanniarura  primatis,  afciverat.     Ne  quis  etiam 
*'  libros  retineret  edido  regio  prohibitum   efl ;  et 
''  Vacario  noftro  inhibitura  filentium."    Mr.  Selden, 
in  his  differtation  on   Fleta,  underflands  the   civil 
laws  by  leges  Romans  ;  and  that  the  fenfe  of  them 
extended  to  thefe  is  certain  ;  but  that  they  principally 
meaned  the  canon  laws,  I   think  evident   from  the 
words  of  the  fame  John  of  Salifbury    immediately 
following :  "  Sed,    Deo  faciente,    eo   magis   virtus 
*'  legis  invaluit  quo  eam  amplius  nitebatur  impieias 
*'  infirmare."     How  could  the  oppofmg  the  imperial, 
or  civil  laws,  unconnefted  with  the  canon  laws,  be 
called  a  work  of  impietv  ?  Or,  why  is  the  ajfijlance 

H  h  2  Qj 
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BOOK  I.  of  God  brought-in  to  the  fupport  of  tliefe  laws, 
TanuT^Auo-io-  ^^  ^'^'^^  Pope  and  the  Church  had  not  been  concerned 
rum.  Review  ill  them  ?  Indeed  Mr.  Selden  himfelf,  in  three 
of  his  bock     Qtj-iei;  tracls,   has  given    his  opinion  for  underfland- 

upon  Tvthes,    ...  ,1  ^      ,     .  %  ,  .       , 

and  Notes  up-  i^g  this  pailage  as  relative  10  the  canon  laws.  And 
on  Fortefcue.  Joannes  Baisus  explains  them  in  the  fame  fenfe. 
There  is  alfo  a  paffage  in  Gervafe  of  Canterbury,. 
■which  may  afford  fome  light  in  this  matter:  Speaking 
of  the  difputes  between  the  archbifiiop  of  Canterbury 
and  the  bidiop  of  Winchefler,  about  the  legatine 
Aftus  ponnf.  pQ-^er,   he  ejoes    on    thus  ;    '*    Oriuntur  hinc   inde 

Canraur.  <ie      f  '  •^  ' 

Theobakio.  diicordice    graves,    iites,    et  appeilationes     antea 

"  inaudits.        Tunc  leges  &?    caufidici    m  Angliam 

"  prirno  votati  Jimt,  quorum    primus  erat  magilter 

*/  I  acariiis.      Hie  in    Oxenfordia    legem  docuit,  et 

apud   Romam    magifter    Grattanus  &  Alexander, 

qui  &  Rodlandus,  in  proximo  papa  futurus,  canones 

compilavitJ^     By  this  it  appears,  that  the  occaiion 

of   bringing    over  thefe  laws   and  profeflbrs    from 

Italy  was  the  ne¥/  and  frequent  difputes  that  arofe 

between    billiops,     and,  in    conlequence  of    them, 

appeals  made  to  the  Pope.     The  jiirifprudence   of 

Rome,  that  is,  the  canons  received  and  authorized 

there,   being  to  decide  thefe  appeals,  the  fludy  of 

them  was  thought  to  be  neceifary  here  ;  and  both 

parties  defired  to  make  their  court  to  the   Pope,  by 

the    regard   they  paid   to  them  ;  as   nothing   could 

more  enlarge   his  authority,  than  the  extending  the 

ufe  and  influence  of  thefe  laws.      Yet   it  muft  be 

confefled,   that  Vacarius,  W'ho,    as  Gervafe  of  Can- 

„  ^.        .   terbury  tells  us,   was  the  chief  profeiTor  of  them  in 

Fleta,^/'^ '  "^  Engh^ndj  did    alfo   teach   the  civil  law.       He   was 

Arthur  Duck  profelfor  of  both,  kgum  dovtofy   and  brought  both 

"t'^orime  "  -  ^ogc^^^^J'  ^rito  this  kingdom.     For,  at  this  time,   they 

risciviiis.        Went  hand  in  hand  over  Europe.      The  prohibition 

Cbron.  Norm,  of  Stephen  included   both  ;     for   there   might  well 

Robert    de         ,  f      ,        ^      .         ,  '  ,  ^ 

Mor.te,  ana.   oe  a  jcaiouiy  HI  the  goyernmenr,  that  too  great  a 
»h8-  '  focdnefs. 
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fondnefs,  either  for  the  civil  or  cnnon   law,  would  ^  o  o  K  I. 
be  very  prejudicial  to  the  Engliih  coaftltution.     It^T"^.  pari. 
was  afterwards  found  to  be  fo  ;  and  therefore  wifely  aRic.  li. 
oppofed  by  the  parliament.      The  only  difficulty  is,  ■'^^^^^'^^^•^^" 
why  the  canon  law  fhould  be  faid  to  be  noiv  brought  Spcim,  Cone' 
into  England.     For,  in  a  National  fynod,  held  here  =^93- 
Anno  Domini  670,  the  Codex  Canonum  vetus  eccle- 
fi^  Romans  was  received   by  the   clergv.       It  alfo 
appears,  by  a   ftatute  of  William  the    Firft,  thar,^f^\"^^^^^°''^ 
with  the  advice  and  confent  of  his  great  council,  heAnaleft.Angl. 
had  reviewed  and  reformed  the  epifcopal  laws  ihat^"!^"' ■^' 
were  in   ufe  till  his   time   in  the  realm  of  England, 
Some   eifablifhment  therefore   the   canon   law    had 
undoubtedly  gained  in  this  country  before  the  reign 
of  King  Stephen,  even  by  the  fanclion  of  the  whole 
legiflature.      But  thefe  more  ancient   canons   were 
not  fo  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  ftate,  as  thofe 
-now  introduced  by  Vacarius.      The  great  compila- 
tion made  by  Ivo  de  Chatres,  in  the  time  of  Henry 
the    Firft,  was  ftrongly  calculated  to   advance    the 
dominion  of  Rome,  and  all  the  extravagant  preten- 
iions  of  the  clergy.       It .  was  probably  this  which 
was  brought    over  and    taught  by  Vacarius,    with 
fuch    other  papal  decrees,  or  canons  of  councils,  as 
later  popes   had  fuperaddcd  to  that  body  of  laws. 
And     ihefe    being  "formed     on    the  principles  of 
Gregory  the  Seventh,  it  was  time  for  the  civil  power  v,  Selden's 
to  refill  their  eflabliibment.      Befides,  the  quefliong^^^^^S 
was  now  not  only  upon  the  vtility,  but  the  authority, 
of  thofe   laws.      For  the  court  of  Rome  pretended 
to  im^pofe   them  upon    all   Chriflian   ftates,   proj^rio  ' 

jure,  and  by  a  tranfcendent  power  in  itfelf,  derived 
from  God,  to  which  the  laws  of  all  nations  were  to 
fubmit.  It  was  therefore  moft  neceifary  now  to 
affert  the  independency  of  the  ftate,  byrefufingto 
admit  them.  Nor  do  I  conceive  that  Stephen,  by 
this  prohibition,  forbad  the  ufe  of  thofe  canons 
H  h  3  which 
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^*  which  were  already  in p rafted  in  our  conflitution. 
He  only  expelled  the  new  books  which  had  lately 
been  broughi:  into  En.:yland  by  Vacarius. 

The  exa£l  time  when  he  publiihed  this  edi6t  we 

cannot  be  certain  of  ;  the  year  not  being  mentioned 

in  any  ancient  writers  who  tell  us  the  faft.     Some 

modern   authors  have  fuppofed,  that   it  was  done 

about  the    year    1148  \  but  that  is   a  miftake  •,  for 

Vacarius  did  not  begin  to   read   leclures  in  Oxford 

till  the  year   1149.     I  have  therefore  ventured  to 

place  it  in  the  year  11 52,  when  Stephen   had  no 

longer  any  meafures  to  keep,  either  with  the  pope, 

or  the  bhhops,  having  been   fo  infulted  by  both  in 

the  affair  of  his   fon's  coronation.       And  as  Gratian 

publiflied    his    Becreium    in   the   year    1151,    that 

colledlion  was  probably  fent  over  to  Vacarius,  and 

read  by  him   here,  which,  from  the  nature    of  it, 

might  well  add  to  the  alarm  of  the  government,  and 

determine  it  the  more  to  this  prohibition.       Where 

we  have  only  conjecture  to  guide  us,  probabihties 

mull  determine. 

Mattli,  Paris,       It  is  obfervable,  that  when  the  Decretals  of  Gre- 

P-  3S2»  gory  the  Ninth,  Vv'hich  he  had  commanded  to  he  read, 

and  dividged  thrciighont  the%vhole  worlds  were  brought 

into  England  in  the  nineteenth  5''ear  of  the  reign  of 

Elenry  the  Third,  the  king  forbad  them  to  be  taught 

in  the   Londoa  fchools  :  "  Mandatum  eft  majori  & 

**^  vicecoraitibus  London,  (fays  the  clofe  roll  of  this 

"  year)  quod  clamari  faciant,  &  iirmiter  prohibere, 

"  ne     allquis  fcholas   regens   de    legibus  in   eadem 

^'  civitate,    de   c^tero  ibidem  leges   doceat  ;    &  fi 

*^  aliquis    fuerit    hujufmodi   fcholas  regens,    ipfum 

^'  fme  dilatione  capere  faciant.      Tefte  rege   apud 

See  t)iflrert.     "  Bafmg.       II  Decem."     Lord  Coke  indeed  fays, 

SeeHift/of     that    ihls  writ  was   iffued  out  againft  the  reading 

Ccnvocat,       upon  Magna   Charta,  and  Charta  de  Forefta  ;  but 

P-  3?  4-         Selden  and  other  learned  men  have  demonilrated  that 

he  was  miftaken. 

6  P.   122* 
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P.  222.  And  landed  very  happily,  it  is  not faid where y^  ^  0  ^  ^• 
butf  probably,  at  War  eh  am,  on  the  fixih  day  of  ''  ' 
January,   1153. 

The  Norman  chronicle,  as  publillied  in  Duchefne, 
puts  this  event  under  the  year  1151,  as  it  does  the 
death  of  the  earl  of  Anjou  under  the  year  11 50. 
But  Duchefne  himfelf  has  obferved,  that  the  copy 
from  which  he  printed  that  work  is  very  full  of 
anachronifms.      Many  indeed  of  the  moft  approved  / 

writers,  who  lived  in  thefe  times,  differ  in  their  dates 
even  of  very  important  fa6ls.  The  difagreement 
between  them  may,  fometiraes,  be  reconciled,  by 
obferving,  that  fome  of  them  compute  the  beginning 
of  the  year  from  the  incarnation,  others  from  the 
nativity,  others  from  the  paffion,  of  our  Lord  jefus 
Chrift.  And  thofe  who  reckon  not  by  the  }^ears  of 
Chrift,  but  by  the  years  of  a  king's  reign  (as  feveral 
do),  are  not  agreed  in  that  computation  •,  for,  if  a 
king  came  to  the  crown  about  the  middle  or  end 
of  a  year,  fome  reckon  the  interval  between  his 
coronation  and  the  following  year  the  firfl  of  his 
reign,  beginning  the  fecond  with  the  commencement 
of  the  next  year  :  Others,  on  the  contrary,  take  no, 
account  of  thofe  broken  months,  but  date  the  reign 
from  the  beginning  of  the  enfuing  year.  But  there 
are  fome  inftances,  where  the  difcordance,  in  point 
of  chronology,  cannot  be  accounted  for  either  way  ; 
but  muft  be  ov^^ing  to  inaccuracy  and  miftake  in  the  * 

writers,  or  in  the  copies  v/hich  we  have  of  their 
books.  I  have  taken  great  pains,  throughout  this. 
hiftory,  to  fix  the  dates  as  exadly  as  poffibls  ;  but 
do  not  think  it  neceifary  to  trouble  my  readers,  upon, 
every  occafion,  with  giving  my  reafons  why  I  have: 
preferred  one  authority  to  another. 


H  h  4  P,   12  2, 
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P.  228.     l^he  earl  of  Arundel^  having  ajfemhled  the 
Englijh  nobility  J  and  principal  officers,  fpoke  to  this 


Gervafe  of  Canterbury,  in  his  account  of  this 
event,  makes  the  earl  of  Arundel  propofe  an  agree- 
ment with  Henry  to  Stephen  himfelf,  without  hav- 
ing firft  fuggefted  it  to  the  nobles,  or  being  fecure 
of  their  ailent.  And  he  fuppofes,  that  it  arofe  from 
accident,  not  defign  ;  becaufe  the  king's  horfe  had 
fallen  with  him  three  times,  which  the  earl  thought 
a  bad  omen,  and  for  that  reaj'oji  advifed  him  to  make 
a  peace.  One  would  alfo  imagine,  from  his  way 
of  relating  it,  that  Stephen  came  into  a  propofal 
fo  fudden,  and  fo  difadvantageous  to  himfelf  and 
his  family,  without  any  reluftance,  and  chiefly  on 
that  account.  But  this  is  very  improbable  in  every 
circuraftance,  efpecially  as  it  appears,  by  feveral  proofs, 
that  this  prince  was  remarkably  free  from  fuperfti- 
tion.  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  another  contemporary 
hiftorian,  gives  a  more  rational  account  of  this 
matter  in  many  particulars.  According  to  him,  it 
was  entirely  the  aft  of  the  Englifli  nobility,  who 
forced  both  Stephen  and  Henry  into  it  againft  their 
wiil.  His  words  are  thefe  :  "  Infurrexerunt  autem 
"^'  proccres,  immo  prcditores,  Anglise,  de  concordia 
"  inter  eos  ap-e?ites,  ?iihil  tamen  ?nagis  quam  difcor- 
'*  diam  diligentes  :  fed  helium  committer e  nolebant,  quia 
•*^  neutnim  exaltare  volebant,  ne,  altera  fuba6io,  alte- 
"  r/,>  liber e  dominetur,  fed  fe?nper  alter  alterum 
■'  ?n£tuens  repiam  in  eos  potefiatem  exercere  non  poffet. 
*'  Inducias  igitur  inter  fe  rex  duxque  conilituerunt, 
*'  coa^ci  nokntes,  &c" 

There  are  very  few  paffages  in  any  of  our  old 
Englidi  writers,  v/hich  deferve  more  regard,  for  the 
good  fenfe  contained  in  them,  and  for  the  light 
which  they  throw  upon  a  part  of  our  hiflory  left 
"fer^  dark  by  all  others,     Tet  it  mud   be  obferved, 

I  that 
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that  the  earl  cf  Arundel  is  not  mentioned  by  Henry  book   i. 

of  Huntingdon  in  this  affair  :  but,  as  his  narrative  of 

it   is  (hort,  that  omilTion  will  prove  nothing  againft 

what  is  faid,  by  other  hiftorians,  of  that  nobleman's 

having    been    the  firft  mover   of  it,    and    having 

greatly  contributed  to  its   fuccefs  by  the  fpeech  he 

made  on  this  fubjeft.     I  have  therefore  agreed  fo 

far  with    thofe   writers  ;    but  in  the  occalion  and 

purport  of  the  fpeech,  as  well  as  in  the  efFeft  that 

it  had  on  Stephen,    I    have  preferred  the   authority 

of  Henry  of  Huntingdon,  who  feems  to   have  been 

better  informed,  or  to  have  judged  more  fagacioufly 

of  the  real  motives  and  fprings  of  this  revolution. 

In  compofing  the  fpeech,  I  have  followed  the 
example  of  the  mofl  admired  hiftorians,  Thucydides, 
Livy,  Salluft,  Tacitus,  Guicciardino,  Bentivoglioj 
Lord  Bacon,  and  feveral  others,  both  of  ancient  and 
modern  times,  who  thought  it  proper  to  introduce 
fome  ornaments  of  this  nature  into  their  narratives  j 
though  fome  perfons  of  good  fenfe  have  objefred 
againft  them,  particularly  Pere  Daniel,  They 
certainly  give  a  dignity  and  fpirit  to  hiftory  j  for 
which  reafon,  I  think,  they  ought  to  be  admitted, 
when  they  are  only  brought- in  upon  great  and 
weighty  occaiions,  and  when  there  is  warrant  fuffi- 
cient  to  determine  the  matter,  and  general  fcope  of 
them  ;  as  in  this  given  here.  I  have  fometiraes 
abridged  thofe  that  are  delivered  down  to  us  in  our 
ancient  hiftorians,  if  they  appeared  to  be  tedious  i 
and  fome,  which  I  thought  impertinent,  1  have  left 
out ;  but  moft  of  them  are  tranflated,  without 
variation,  from  the  contemporary  writers. 


NOTES 


C    475    ] 

T    E    S 


O  N    T  H  E 

SECOND      BOOK 

O  F    T  H  E 

Hiftory    of  the  Life  of  King  Henry 
the  Seeond. 

AGE  292.  He  therefore  fummoned  a  parliament, "QOOYi  ir. 
wherein  ahnoft  all  his  nobles  were  prefent,  and"- 
having  probably  laid  before  them  the  zvants   of  the 
crown,  the  loffes  it  had  fiiffered,  the  illegality  of  the 
grants,  and  the  urgent  necejpty  of  a  fpeedy  refump- 
tion,  obtained  their  concurrence  to  it,  and  proceeded 
io  put  it  in  immediate  execution. 
It  does  not  appear  that  this  fecret  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Wincheller   had   received  the  fanftion  of 
parliament,    as  the  three  others  had   done,  during 
the  life  of  King    Stephen.     That  prince  (one   may 
prefurae)     delayed  to  aik   it,  for  fear  of  offending 
the  nobles  of   his  own  faftion  ;    and    Henry  duril 
not  prefs  him  (as  he  did  in  other  inftances)  to  exe- 
cute this  part  of  the  agreement  between  them,  left 
he  ihould  take  advantage   of  it  to  excite  new  com- 
motions in  England,  before  he  himfelf  had  obtained 
a  peace  from  Louis.      It  was  therefore  necelTary  to 
af]^   the  concurrence  of  parliament  to  this  refump- 
tion,  after  he  came  to  the  crown  :  and  he  feems  to 

have 
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BOOK  Ir.  have  a6led   wifely  in   not  propoiing  it  to  them,  till 
"■"^""'"^    '    '  the  expuifion  of  the  foreign  troops,  and  demolition  of 
the  caftles,  had  been  fully  executed. 

P.  294.  The  caufe  ajfigned  for   tbefe  refumptions  was 

not  a  defe^  in  the  title  of  the  'granter.  See. 

Some  billorians  have  indeed  given  that  reafon  for 

them  ;  but  the  fa6l  itfelf  proves  the  contrary.     For, 

in   that  cafcj  only  the  grants    which   Stephen   had 

made  would  have  been  refumed  by  his  fucceffor,  not 

thofe  of  Matilda.      Befides,   we   are   afiured,    that 

Stefihen   hirafcif  had  confented  to  thefe  refumptions 

at  the  treaty  of  Winch efter,  v^hich  he  would   never 

liave  done  upon  the  foundation  of  the  grants   being 

illegal,  hecaufe  made  by  him.      The  true  reafon  was 

p.  2S2. 1.  ii.     ^^'^  poverty  or  the  crown,  or  (to  ula  tne  v^'ords  ot 

Gerv.  ciuon.  William  of  Newbury)  quod  regii  redditus  breves  effent^ 

'p' ■^317-         qui   avito  tempore  ub ere s  fuerant\  and  the   danger  of 

leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  barons   fo  many  of  the 

royal  fortreifes,    which   Gervafe    calls,    with    great 

propriety,     Rebellionmn    materiam,    et     fufpicionum 

caufaS' 

P.  304.  He  therefore  joined  two  laymen  In  the  coni' 
wijfwn,  the  earl  of  Lsicejler  and  Richard  de  Lucy. 
It  feems  that  the  earl  of  Leicefter  had  the  pre* 
cedence  of  Richard  de  Lucy,  though  both  are  flyled 
equally  Jnfiiciani  Anglic,  in  the  records  of  thofe 
linies.  Dugdale,  in  his  Baronage,  fuppofes  that 
the  latter  was  not  made  Judiciary  till  the  eighth  year 
of  Henry  IL  and  quotes  for  it  Roger  Hoveden, 
who  fays  no  fuch  thing,  but  only  mentions  him  as 
Judiciary  in  Ibme  of  the  tranfa<rtions  which  pad  in 
that  year.  Lideed  this  work  of  that  learned  author 
is  much  more  inaccurate  than  mod  of  his  other 
"Writir.gs,  and  ought  to  be  read  with  caution. 

P.  310. 
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P.  310.   And  juji  before  the  death  of  Stephen  the  arch-  book   li. 

deaconry  of  Canterbury  was  likewife  given  to  him         '■'     '^ 

by  the  fame  prelate. 

Firzftephen  fays,  that  the  archdeaconry  of  Canter- 
bury was  the  firft  dignity  in.  the  church  of  England, 
next  to  the  bifliops  and  abbots,  and  was  worth  to 
Becket  a  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  equivalent  to  a 
benefice  of  lifceen  hundred  at  prefent.  Poji  epifco- 
pos  et  ablates f  in  ecclefia  Anglorum  hie  primus  et  dig- 
nior  eft  perfonatiis^  et  ei  valehat  centum  libras  argenti, 

P.  312.  'The  Chancellor  of  England^  at  this  time,  had 
no  diftin^i  court  of  judicature  in  which  he  preftded  j 
hut  he  a^ed  together  with  the  Jujltcary  and  other 
great  officers^  in  7nati,er:>  of  the  revenue,  at  the  Ex- 
chequer^ and  fcmetiniis  in  ihe  counties y  upon  cir- 
cuits. 

Britton,    who  fiourlfhed  in  the  reign  of  EdivardSee  Dugda?e, 
the  Fird,    writing    of    all   o^her  courts,    fi-om  ihe^"^*  J'^^"*-'!'^' 
higheil  tribunal  to  the  coart-baroi:,  inakes  no  men- 
tion of  the  chancery.  And  Mr.  Madcx  fays,  th.r,  li.j  •>€  Madoxi 
the  reio;n  of   Kino-  John,   the  chancery  was  uciaiJvT:^'  , '^'^  ^"'^ 
holden  at  the  Exchequ"r>  the  p^^eat  ieal  being  com- p.  42,  43.' 
monly  kept  and  many  or  mod  of  the  chancer}^  writs 
difpatched  and  fealed   there.     But  the  fame   imthor 
has  (liewn,  that,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second, 
pleas  were  held  in  the  county  of  Kenr,  before  the 
king's  Chancellor,  and   the  earl  of  Leicefier     chief- 
juftice,  and  alfo  before   the  Chancellor,  and  HcnVy 
de  Eiiex  high-conftable. 

We  have  a  defcription  of  the  office  of  Cbancel-See  Dugdale, 
lor     in    the    following   words    of   a    contemporary  ?Tc  /,""'^'^'^* 
writer  or  Becket's  lite  :  '*  Cai3cellaru  dignitas  ell,  utch^  office  c 
'*  fecundus  a  rege  in  regno  habeatjr  :  ut  alieia  parte  ^'■^"'^"'^^°'^' 
"  fgilli   regii,   quod  et  ad  ejus  pertinet    CLiflodiam, 
**  propria  figuet  mandata :  ut  capella  regia  in  illius 


on 

ce  of 
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c  II.  a  c^  difpofirione  et  cura :  ut  yacantes  archlepifco- 
parus,  epifcopams,  abbatias  et  barcnias  cadences 
in  manum  regis  ipfe  fufcipiat  et  confervet  :  ut 
*•  omnibus  regiis  adllt  confiiiis ;  etiam  non  vocatus 
*^  accedat  :  ut  omnia  ligilliferi  clerici  regii  fua 
*'  manu  iignentur  :"  But  the  dignity  of  this  omce  is 
exaggerated  by  this  author,  probably  from  a  delire 
of  doing  honor  to  Becket.  For  the  Dialogus  de 
Scaccario  esprelly  fays,  that  the  Great  Judiciary  had 
the  precedence  in  the  court  of  Exchequer  before  the 
Chancellor,  and  it  appears  from  many  other  proofs  ■ 
that  his  power  and  dignity  were  greater  at  this  time. 
Nor  is  it  true,  that  the  cuil:ody  of  yacant  prelacies  or 
of  baronies  efcheated  to  the  crown  belonged  officially 
to  the  Chancellor.  For  it  appears  evidently  by  the 
rolls,  that  the  king  committed  it  to  whom  he 
pleafed.  Some  of  thefe  had  been  granted  to  Becker, 

See  HiiT  of   but  not  in  right  of  his  office.     Upon   the  whole, 

the  Exche^.    ^^^  caffa^e  deierves  little  reg-ard. 

There  are  fome  yerfes  of  John  of  Saiifoury,  in 
his  preface  to  his  Polycraticon,  which  have  made 
fome  perfons  think,  that,   as  early  as  in  the  reign 

See  D'jck  de    of  King  Henry  the  Second,   the  Chancellor  had  a 

Authorirare     power  to  temper  and  moderate  the  common  law  by 

ci'^Tiii.p.'so;.  equit}-.  The  yerfes  are  thefe ; 

*'  Qusrendus  regni  tibi  cancellarius  Angli, 
"  Primus  foliicita  mente  petendus  erit. 

^*  Hie  eft  qui  regni  leges  cancellat  iniquas, 
"  Et  mandata  pii  principis  squa  facit. 

**  Si  quid  obeft  populo,  yel  moribus  eft  inlmicum, 
^^  Quicquid  id  eit,  per  eum  definit  dKt  nocens.'* 

But,  from  other  proofs,  it  appears,  that  this  was 
not  a  defcription  of  the  chancellor's  office,  as  it  was 
in  thoie  daysj    but  a  perfocal  compliment  paid  to 

Becket, 
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Becket,  with  fach  exaggeratious  as  poetry  may  ad- ^^^  ^   ^^ 
mit  of,   and  a  quibble  upon  the  words  cd/icellai  and 
cancellarius . 

As   a  fpecimen   of   the    inaccuracy  of   Monfieur 
E.apia  Thovras,  in  his  hiftory  of  this  reign,    and  of 
the  little  knowledge  he  had  of  our  ancient  confli- 
tution,    I  Ihall  tranfcribe  a  p-diTage  out  of  him,   as 
tranflated  by  Mr.  Tindal,    who   has  faithfully  ren- 
dered his  fenfe  :     "  After  the  king  (fays  he)   had 
taken  all  the  precautions  he  thought  proper,  for 
the    refloring  tranquillity  in    the    kingdom,     he 
chofe  a  council  out  of  the  mofl  eminent  perfons, 
as  well  among  the  clergy  as  the  nobility.     Theo- 
bald,   archbiiliop,   Thomas    Becker,     archdeacon 
of  Canterbury,    who  was  juft  made  chancellor; 
Pvobert,    earl  of  Leicefler,   great  judiciary  of  the 
''  realm,   held  the  firil  rank  in  it.     At  the  head  of 
"  the  cabinet-council  was  Matilda  his  mother,    whom 
"  long  experience,    and  her  own  misfortunes,    had 
*'  rendered  wife  at  her  own  cell.     Tbefe  tivo  councils 
**  being  efiablijhed^  i^c."    There  was  not,    in   thofe 
days,  or  for  many  centuries  after,  any  fuch  thing 
in  this  country  as  a  cabinet-council ;  and  after  Henry 
the  Second  came  to  the  crown,  Matilda  was  never 
in  England.    But  Rapin  makes  perpetual  miflakes  of 
this  nature ;  and,  except  in  what  relates  to  eccleli- 
aflical  matters,  about  which  he  feems  to  have  taken 
more  pains,   is  a  moil  carelefs  and  fuperficial  writer 
of  the  hiftory  of  this  country,   till  he  comes  down 
to  the   times  of  Henry  the  Seventh.     His  feniibie 
and  learned  tranllator,  Mr.   Tindal,     has  corrected 
many  of  his  errors ;    but  was  forced  to  leave  many 
more,  which  any  reader  will  fee,  who  w^ill  compare 
Rapin's  work  with   our  ancient  hilforians,   or  with 
the  cleared  accounts  of  our  ancient  conflituiion. 


P.  328. 
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BOO  K  II.  p,  g2  8.  He  likewife  infijied,  and  not  without  an  ancient 
■^  claim,   that  Malcolm  Jhould  acknowledge  himfelf  his 

vaffalfor  Lothian. 
Some  of  the   modern  Scotch    hiftorians  having 

'  denied  the  fa£l  here  afferted,  I  think  it  proper  to 
give  ray  authorities,  with  fome  (hort  obfervations. 
The  words  of  Diceto  (Imag.  Hiilor.)  under  the 
year  1157,  are  thefe:  "  Melchomus  rex  Scotorum 
''  reddidit   ei  (Henrico,  fcilicet)  civitatem  Carleul, 

.  **  caflrum  Baenburg,  Novum  caftrum  fuper  Tinam, 
"  et  comitatem  Lodonenfem.''*  The  Norman  chro- 
nicle of  Robertus  de  Monte  has  alfo  thefe  words : 
'^  Hoc  anno  Malcohnus  rex  Scotorum  reddidit 
''  Henrico  regi  quicquid  habebat  de  dominio  fuo, 
*'  id  eft,  civitatem  Carlcuith,  callrum  Baemburch, 
*^  Novum  caftrura  fuper  Tinara,  et  comitatem  Lo- 
'*  done?ifem."  As  thefe  are  both  contemporary  tef- 
timonies,  they  are  of  great  weight ;  and  I  may  add 
to  them  the  annals  of  Waverley  and  Matthew  Paria. 
Yet,  I  prefume,  they  are  all  inaccurate  in  giving 
the  reader  to  underftand,  that  the  county  of  Lo- 
thian was  reftored  to  King  Henry  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  other  places  there  mentioned.  For  only 
the  fovereignty  of  it  was  yielded  to  him  ;  the  country 
being  ilill  poffefied  by  Malcolm,  but  held  in  fief  of 
the  Englifh  crown,  as  it  had  been  by  Keneth  the 
Third  and  other  kings  of  Scotland.  And  for  this 
reafon  it  was,  that,  in  paying  his  homage,  he  did 
it  with  a  faving  to  his  rcyal  dignity  ;  that  it  might 
appear,  it  was  only  for  this  part  of  Scotland,  not 
for  the  whole  kingdom.  Had  he  done  homage 
only  for  the  earldom  of  Huntingdon,  there  would 
have  been  no  need  of  this  faving  ;  iince  his  being 
a  vaffal  for  a  county  of  England  could  not  juftly 
be  fuppofed  to  impeach  his  royal  dignity,  as  king 
of  Scotland-  And  this  alfo  accounts  for  the  filence 
of  William  of  Newbury,,  who  mentions  only  the 

three 
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tliree  Northern  counties,  as  now  reftored  to  Henry  -,200  k  il 
becaufe  Lothian  was  not  upon  the  fame  foot  with'        " 
them,     but   ftill   remained  in  the  pofleffion   of  the 
Scotch,    though    under  condition  of   homage    and 
fealty  to  England.     That,    in  fome  way  or  other, 
ic  was    fubjed    to  Henry,    a  proof  may   be  drawn 
from  the  words  of  Henry  himfelf,     in   the  letters 
patent  he  gave   to  Dermot  king  of  Leinfter,    the 
preamble  of  which  is  as  follows:   "  Henricus,   rexV.  Gimld. 
"  Anglian,  dux  Normannis  et  Aquitanize,   et  comes  ^'J™^.y^^-^* 
**  Andegavix,  nrnvtiin  fide  libit  s  fuis,  AngHs,    Nor-expugnat. 
"  mannis,   Gwalenfibus,     et   Scotis,     cundifque   na-^^'^-^-'^^P- ^* 
*'  tionibus    fuse    ditioni     fubdltis,     falutem.'*     The 
three  Northern   counties  having  before  been  reco- 
vered, the  only  Scotch  fubjedts,  or  liegemen,  Henry 
could  have  at  this  time,  were  the  Scotch  inhabiting 
Lothian,   unlefs  we  fhould  fuppofe  that  fome  of  that 
nation   had  fiefs  in   England,    of  which  I  find    no 
evidence  in  records  or   hifiory.     It  does  not  well 
appear,  why  Diceto,  the   annals  of  Waverley,  and 
the  Norman  chronicle,  in  the  pafTages  cited  above, 
mention  only  Carlifle,   the  callle  of  Bamburg,  and 
Newcaflle  upon  Tine,  as  yielded  now  to  Henry  by 
the  king  of  Scotland  ;  whereas  it  is  certain,   from 
the  teftimony  of  William  of  Newbury,    and  other 
good  evidence,  that  all  the  three  Northern  counties 
were  delivered  up  to  him.     Thefe  were  indeed  the 
chief  places  of  Cumberland  and  Northumberland  ; 
but  the  counties  fliould  have  been  mentioned,   -  as  v.  Neubrig. 
they  are  very  diftinclly  by  William  of  Newbury,    a^"  "•  ^'  ** 
contemporary  hiftorian. 

With  regard  to  the  claim  which  the  kings  of 
England  had  of  homage  for  Lothian,  thefe  are  the 
words  of  the  Wallingford  chronicle,  written  by  an  V.  Chronic. 
Abbot,  who  lived  under  Elenry  the  Second  :  "  ^^g'J^aford' 
**  geffit  rex  Kineth  regi  Eadgaro  Louthion  ad  fuum  '"'"  '' ' 
^*  jus  debere    pertinere,     et  hsredetari  a  regibus 

Vol  il  I  i  "  Scotorum 
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B  o  o  K  II.  "  Scotorum  poffideri.     R.ex  nolens  allquid.  abrupte 
"  **  facere,     ne  poft  faduni  poeniterer,    regis   Kineth 

*^  caufara  curifB  fu^  intimavir.  Proceres  vero,  qui 
"  a  progenitoribus  erant  eruditi,  nifi  fub  nomine 
"  horaagii  regi  Anglice  a  rege  Scotorum  impenfi, 
"  et  pr^cipue  quia  ad  tuendnm  terram  illam  diffi- 
''  cilis  eft  acceffus  et  parum  proficua  ejus  dominatio, 
"  alTenfit  autera  aiiertioni  huic  Kineth^  ei  fub  nomine 
"  homagii  earn  peiiit  et  accepit,  fecitque  regi  Eadgaro 
**  homagitim,  fub  cautione  multa  promittens,  quod 
*'  populo  partis  illius  antiquas  confuetudines  non 
*'  negaret,  et  fub  nomine  et  lingua  Anglicana  per- 
''*  manerent.  ^.od  nfque  hodie  fir  mum  manet.  Sic- 
*'  que  determinata  eft  vetus  querela  de  Louthion, 
*'  et  adhuc  nova  f^epe  Intentatur." 

Though  the  paffage  is  evidently  mutilated  in  two 
places,  enough  of  it  is  clear,  to  prove  a  very  an- 
cient dependence  of  Lothian  on  the  Engliih  crown. 
Which  is  alfo  confirmed  by  Matthew  of  Weftminfter, 
with  this  remarkable  circumftance,  "  Dedit  infuper 
.  **  ei  rex  (Eadgarus)  manftones  in  itinera  plurimas, 
"  ut  ipfe  et  ejus  fuccelTores  ad  fefcum  venientes,  ac 
"  denuo  revertentes,  hofpitari  valuilTent,  qus  ufque 
*^  in  tempora  regis  Henrfci  fecundi,  in  poteftate 
'*  regum  Scotise  remanferunt."  Florence  of  Wor- 
cefter  alfo  fo  far  confirms  it,  that  he  reckons 
Keneth  among  the  kings  and  princes  who  fwore 
fealty  to  Edgar.  The  ftory  told  by  this  hiftorian, 
of  Keneth  and  feven  other  princes  of  the  Cumbrian 
Britons  or  Welfti  having;  rowed  the  barge  of  Ed- 
gar  on  the  river  Dee,  I  much  doubt  of:  but  his 
evidence  as  to  the  vajfalage  of  Keneth  is  not  liable 
to  the  fame  obje6^ions. 

Ibid.  And  the  '■  EngliJJj  monarch  conferred  on  him 
the  earldom  of  Huntingdon,  againfi  the  claim  of  the 
earl  of  Northampton^  to  whofc  father  it  had  been 

giirn 
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^iven  by  Stephen  on  the  death  of  Henry  prince  of^^^^    ^^^ 
Scotland.  " 

No  mention  is  made,  in  any  hiftory  or  record,  of 
the  county  oF  Cambridge  being  annexed  to  this  grant 
of  the  earldom  of  Huntingdon.  Yet  it  appears  See  Camden's 
by  records,  that  David,  the  grandfather  of  Mai- ^f """'"'  „ 
coim,  received  the  third  penny  ot  the  county  or  shire. 
earldom  of  Cambridge,  v/hen  he  \Tas  earl  of  Hun- 
tingdon. Poilibly  the  two  counties  were  then  united. 
We  alfo  jfind  that  the  young  King  Henry  added  it 
to  the  grant  of  Huntingdonfhirej'  v/hich  he  made 
to  David  the  brother  of  William  king  of  Scotland, 
when  he  confederated  with  that  prince  againft  his 
father,  in  the  year  11 73.  After  this  we  hear  no 
rnore  of  this  earldom,  till  Sir  John  of  BaynaulC, 
brother  of  William  earl  of  Holland  and  Haynault, 
Vvas  made  earl  of  Cambridge  by  King  Edward  the 
Third. 

P.  331.  But^  from  feme  remains  of  it,  which  are  Jiill 
to  be  feen^  and  for  fevenil  other  reqfons^  I  fjould 
judge  that  it  (viz,  Offd's  Ditch)  was  rather  in- 
tended for  a  boundary.,  to  feparate  the  territories  of 
the  Englijh  from  thofe  of  the  WelfJo,  than  to  proteSl 
the  former  as  a  fortification, 

A  law  of  Flarold  Harefoot  is  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Selden,  which  enafts,  that  if  any  Weliliman,  com- 
ing into  England  without  leave,  was  taken  on  this 
fide  of  Offii's  Ditch,  his  right-hand  Inould  be  cut 
off  by  the  king's  officer.  This  ftatute  (Iiews,  that 
fo  late  as  in  the  reign  of  that  Danifh  monarch  this 
ditch  was  confidered  as  a  difcriminatino;  limit  between 
the  two  nations  ;  but  afterwards,  when  all  the  bor- 
ders of  Wales  be3^ond  the  ditch  were  filled  with 
Englifn  colonies,  and  the  Welfli  themfelves  ha.d 
fubraitted  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  Englifh  under 
I  i  2  feudal 
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BOOK    ii-{cuda.\  bonds  of  allegiance,  the  law  was  neceflarily 
'*       "       ^abrogated,  and  fell  into  difufe. 

P.  332.  Bat  ibe  two  younger  ^uere  fuhordinate  to  the 
eldefi^  who  had  IS! orth-JVaks^    and  held  his  royal 
feat  at  Absrffraw  in  the  if,e  of  Anglcjea^  which  zvas 
the  Mona  of  the  Britons. 
"^^i^]- P^ssfe.        The  very  intelligent  and  fenfible  author  of  the 
ad"L.eo-.^wIll.  general  Preface  to  Watton's  collection  of  the  Welfli 
Laws  is    of  opinion,     that  the  fovereignty  of  the 
kings  of  North-Wales  over  thofe  of  South- Wales 
and   Powis-land   did  not    exift   in   thefe  times,    but 
was  a  claim   fet  up  afterwards,    about  the  days  of 
our  Henry  the  Second.     Though  I  perfectly  agree 
with  him  in   raoft  other  points,  I  do  not  think  his 
.  arguments  here  are  fufficient  to  overturn  the  autho- 
rity of  fo  many  writers   as  are  unanimous  in  the 
other  opinion,  which  I  th^e  rather  incline  to,  becaufe 
it  feems   that  the  V/elili  would  hardly  have  con- 
tinued without  a  head,    or  under  princes  indepen- 
dent the  one  of  the  other,  when  they  had  a  conftanE 
war  to  maintain  with  the  Saxons.     It  is  therefore 
very  probable,    that  they  gave  a  pre-eminence  to 
the  king  of  North-Wales,    whofe  country  was  the 
flrongeft  ;  and  that  the  two  others  were  fubordinate 
to,    and  dependent  on  him ;    as,  in  each  royal  fa- 
mily of  the  three  kingdoms,  the  younger  fons  were 
on  the  eldeil. 

P.  333.    And  made  a  reformation  of  their  politicaly 

.civil,  and  municipal  laws,    zvhich  were  digeffed  by 

him  into  three  books. 

Vid.  Prsefa-        \^  the  four  prefaces  to  tliefe  laws,  as  publilhed 

Lc'rwlil!'^    in  England,    I  fmd  a  great  difference  with  regard 

to   the   manner   in   which  Howel   Dha   made   this 

leformation.     The  firfl   fays^    he  convened  out  of 

ever/ 
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^"^txy  commote  (which  was  a  leiTer  divlfion  of  r^;?-BooK  ir. 
tredSj  or  hundreds)  fix  men,  among  whom  were^^  > 
perfons  of  dignity  in  the  church,  bifhops,  arch- 
bifliops,  abl^ots,  and  dodtors ;  that  out  of  the  whole 
number  of  thefe,  when  alTembled  together,  twelve 
of  the  wifeft  laymen  were  chofen,  and  one  clergy- 
rnan  of  the  greateft  reputation  among  them  for 
knowledge  in  the  laws,  to  whom  the  king  gave 
authority  to  abolilh  fuch  laws  as  they  fiiould  judge 
to  be  bad,  and  fubflitute  others  in  their  place  ; 
which  work,  being  finiilied,  received  a  fanftion 
from  all  the  affembly.  Blegored  (who  at  that 
time  was  archdeacon  of  Landaff)  is  afterwards 
mentioned  in  that  preface,  as  having  had  a  princi- 
pal hand  in  this  reformation. 

The  fecond  preface  fays,  that,  out  of  the  wifeft 
men  in  his  territories  (in  principatufiio)  Howel  af- 
fembled  fix  from  every  cantred  (not  commote)  in  all 
Wales,  of  which  four  were  laymen,  and  two  were 
ccclefiafticks ;  that  thefe  examined  the  laws  then  ia 
ufe,  alleviated  what  feeraed  too  fevere,  and  aggra- 
vated what  was  too  light;  left  fome  unaltered; 
amended,  or  abrogated  others  ;  and  enaded  fome 
new  ones.  With  this  account  the  fourth  preface 
perfeftly  agrees. 

But  the  third  agrees  with  the  firfr,   that  the  fix 
men  were  chofen  from  every  commote  in  Wales ;  and     "    '■ 
that  they  delegated  their  authority  to  twelve   lay- 
men,   and   one  clergyman,    namely,  Blegored,     of 
whom  no  mention  is  made  in  the  other  two. 

It  is  plain,  from  thefe  differences,    that  none  of 
the  four  prefaces  were  afHxed  to  the  laws  by  Howel 
Dha,   but  were  added  in  later  times.     The  firfl  of  vid.  Pr3e''ar. 
them  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  molt  ancient.     Some^"'- ^^•■^'^'^^ 
authors  report,  that  Howel  went  in  perfon  to  Rome,^     eg- Wall. 
and  obtained  the  pope's  confirmation  of  the  laws 
he  had  compiled.     But  none  of  the  prefaces  men- vid.  Pn-efat. 

li  2  tionP'^'^^^' 
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^tion  this  circumftance ;  and  (as  an  author  who  un". 
derflands  the  Wellli  language  affirms)  it  is  net  to 
be  found  in  the  original  hiilory  of  Caradoc  of  Lan- 
carvon,  though  it  is  in  the  tranflation  of  Humphrey 
Llwyd,  publifhed  by  Dr.  Powel,  that  tranUator 
having  added,  not  very  judicioufly,  fome  things  of 
his  own  to  the  text  of  his  author.  The  faft  in 
quedion  is  evidently  falfe  :  for  it  is  impoffibie  that 
the  pope  could  have  given  his  fandion  to  fome  of 
tjicfe  lavv's ;  particularly  thofe  concerning  divorces, . 
in  which  a  much  greater  liberty  is  allowed  than  the 
fee  of .  Rome  has  ever  admitted;  a  {linking  breath 
in  the  hufband  being  accounted  there  a  good  reafon 
for  a  divorce,  befides  other  caufes,  vi^hich  it  will 
not  be  neceffary  or  decent  to  enumerate  here. 

P.  346.  Twelve  knights,  of  confideralle  note  and  di-. 
jlin^ion^  ^were  retained  in  his  fervice^  &c. 
Their  names  were  William  de  Londres,  Richard 
de  Greenfield,  or  Granville,  Pain  de  Tubervilie, 
Robert  de  St.  Quintin,  Richard  de  Syward,  Gilbert 
de  Humfreviile,  Roger  de  Berkrolles,  Reginald  de 
Sully,  Peter  le  Score,  John  le  Fleming,  Oliver  de. 
St.  John,  William  le  Efterling,  called  for  Ihortnefs 
Stradling. 

P.  g82.  He  therefore  refohed  to  attempt  it,  and  hav-. 

ing  drawn  out  of  the  whole  militia  of  England  a 

very  great  army,    he  led  it  through  Chefhire  inta 

FlintJIoire,  &c. 

According  to  the  Norman  chronicle  of  Robertus 
de  Monte,  there  was  fomething  very  particular  in 
the  manner  of  raifmg  this  army.  His  words  are 
thefe:"  Rex  Henricus  prasparavit  maximam  expe- 
*'  ditione^Ti,  it  a  ut  duo  milltes  de  tofa  Ang/ia  tertium 
''  pararenty  ad  opprimendura  Gualenfes."  Mr. 
Madox  has  ihewn,  in  his  Hiilory  of  the  Exchequer^ 

that 
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that  a  fcutagc  was  raifed  for  this  war  on  the  clergy^ooK   ir, 

that  held  of  the  crown  by  knight- fervice.     We  muft'^        " ' 

therefore  underftand  the  words  above-cited  as  only 
extending  to  lay-fees.  Bur  I  rather  doubt  the  truth 
of  it,  as  it  is  not  confirmed  by  our  records,  or  by 
any  Engliih  writer  who  lived  in  thofe  times.  1  find 
indeed  the  fame  words  in  the'  annals  of  Waverley  ; 
but  as  it  is  probable  this  part  of  thofe  annals  w^as  ' 
not  compiled  till  long  afterwards  (for  the  words  of 
the  Norman  chronicle  are  often  tranfcribed  in  them),  ' 
I  think  it  does  not  add  rnuch  to  the  credit  of  the 
original  author.  '     > 

F.  383.  But  this  appearance  was  only  an  artifice  to 
draw  the  Englifo  into  a  narrow  and  difficult  pafs, 
between  two  ranges  of  hills,   &c. 

Camden,  in  his  Britannia,  fays,  that  this  pafs  is  See  Camden's 
near  the  river  Alen ;  and  it  appears  to  have  t)een|j_^JJ,^^g^'j^g 
formed  by  fome  hills,  which,  in  the  map  he  has 
given  of  Flintfhire,  are  placed  to  the  north  of  that 
river  between  Kilken  and  Flint.  Dr.  Powel,  in  his 
Notes  on  the  Wei  ill  chronicle,  mentions  this  aftion, 
as  it  is  defcribed  by  William  of  Newbury  j  and 
fays,  that  the  ftreights,  which  the  Englifli  army 
were  then  attempting  to  pafs,  were  at  Connfyhh, 
near  Flint.  Probably  they  mean  the  fame  place. 
There  u^as  another  road  on  the  fands  along  the  fea- 
fliore,  which  Henry,  it  may  be  prefumed,  avoided 
at  firif,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  fome  danger  in  ■ 
palTing  thofe  fands,  though  he  afterwards  took  it, 
as  fafer  dian  the  former  from  the  ambufcades  of  the 
Weldi.  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  in  his  account  of 
this  country,  has  mentioned  both.  His  words  are 
thefe:  "  In  cellula  de  Balinwerke  perno6lavimus. 
*'  In  craftino  vero  longum  vivumque  per  loca  fabu- 
"  lum,  non  abfque  formidine,  pcrmeantes,  fylve- 
"  ftria  de  Colefliull,  id  eft,  Carbonis  colle,  a  dextra 

114  "  reli- 
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^_^OKn.^<  reliquimus,  ubi  Anglorum  rex,  Henricus  fecun- 
'  '  *'  dus,  nodris  diebus,  cum  primo  Waliiam  hoftiliter 
''  intravit,  juvenili  impetu  et  inconfulto  calore 
''  ar^lum  illud  fyiveftre  penetrare  prsefumens,  cum 
"  detrimento  fuorum  et  damno  non  modico,  am- 
"  biguam  bellorum  aleam  expertus  eft."  The 
place  which  Camden  and  Giraldus  call  ColefhuU, 
or,  in  modern  Englifti,  Colejhill,  is  called  in  the 
Welili  chronicle  Coed  Eulo.  But  it  is  obfervable, 
that,  by  the  account  which  is  given  in  that  chro- 
nicle of  this  engagement,  it  feems  that  the  king 
was  not  prefent  in  it  himfelf,  but  only  a. detach- 
ment from  his  camp  near  Chefter.  Neverthelefs, 
the  clear  teflimony  of  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  William 
of  Newbury,  and  Gervafe  of  Canterbury,  contem- 
porary writers ;  and  the  duel  and  condemnation  of 
Henry  de  EfTex,  in  confequence  of  it,  leave  us  no 
room  to  doubt  that  he  was  there  in  perfon.  Per- 
haps the  error  is  not  in  the  chronicle,  but  in  Hum- 
phrey Llwyd's  tranflation,  which,  not  underftanding 
the  original  language,  I  am  forced  to  make  ufe  of 
as  publifhed  by  Dr,  PoweJ,  and  fmce,  with  fome 
alterations,  by  the  Piev.  Mr,  Wynne. 

P.  393.  And  this  fifffrdejitly  accounts  for  none  of  thofe 
coins  having  ever  been  found, 
Mr.  Folkes,  in  his  book  on  Englifh  coins, 
mentions  ferae  pennies  coined  at  York  with  the 
name  Euftacius.  But  as  Euftace  was  the  king's 
eldeft  fon,  and  as  his  father  defired  to  have  him 
crowned  in  his  own  life-time,  I  do  not  reckon  thefe 
among  the  coins  abovementioned  ;  though  thefe 
alfo  would  undoubtedly  have  been  melted  down 
and  deftroyed  by  King  Henry  the  Second,  if  they 
had  not  been  loft,  or  fecreted.  Mr.  Folkes  alfo 
mentions  another  coin  he  had  fecn  in  the  Earl  of 
Pembroke's  coJle<5lion,   thai  has  the  name  of  King 

Stephen 
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Stephen  only  on  the  reverfe,  and  on  the  forefide  a^ooK  ii. 
profile  head  with  a  crofier  and  +  hen  .  , .  vs  ep.  c.  ^    T^rT^ 
which    he  fuppofes  to  be  the  head  of  Henry  bifliop  Table  of 
of  Winchefter,  brother  to  the  king.  But  probably  EngUfii  Coin?, 
this  was  coined  at  one  of  the  Royal  Mints.  ^'  ^' 

P.  400.  Some  accounts  that  are  given  of  the  luxury 
and  expenee  of  his  table  are  incredible ^  &c. 
Fitzftephen  tells  us,  that  one  day  there  was  fer- 
ved  up  to  Becket,  during  this  embaify,  a  fingle  difn 
of  eels,  which  coft  five  pounds  fterling  (centum  folidis 
Jierlifigorum  eniptum)^  He  adds,  that  it  was  talked 
of  all  over  the  country  ;  and  well  it  might  ;  for, 
twenty  (hillings  in  thofe  days  containing  in  them  as 
much  iilver  asfixty  in  thefe,  or  little  lefs,  if  we 
eftimate  iilver  at  only  five  times  above  the  prefent 
value,  as  much  was  paid  for  this  fingle  difh  of  eels 
as  if  we  now  bought  one  for  feventy-five  pounds 
flerling,  or  thereabout.  But  fuch  a  price  exceeds 
all  belief.  And  itmufl  be  obferved,  that  this  author 
is  very  apt  to  exaggerate  in  his  accounts  of  thofe 
times  ;  but  more  efpecially  in  what  he  writes  to  the 
honor  of  Becket. 

P*  413.  Nor  does  it'feem  that  the  policy  of  thofe  times 
ever  regarded  his  dominions  upon  the  French  conti- 
nent as  prejudicial  to  England,  Thofe  ivhich  were 
maritime  provinces  (and  7noJl  of  them  were  fo)  ap- 
peared very  commodious  to  the  Englijh,  on  account  of 
their  trade ;  efpecially  Normandy  and  Bretagne ; 
which y  lying  oppofite  to  their  coaftSy  fecured  to  that 
"nation  the f over eignty  of  the  whole  Britifh  ocean. 

There  is  a  fine  pafTage  in  the  fpeech,  which 
Lord  Bacon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  the  Se- 
venth,  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Thomas  Morton, 
^rchbiihop  of   Canterbury  and  chancellor  of  Eng- 

land^ 
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BOOK   II.  land,  as  delivered  to  the  parliament  called  by  t?iat 
prince  in    the   third,  year  of  his  reign,  on   the  war 
which  the  king  of  France  was   then  preparing  to 
make  againft   the   duke  of  Bretagne.     The   words 
are  thefe  :  *'  If  the  French  king  fiiall  make   a  pro- 
"  vince  of  Bretagne,    and  join  it  to   the  crown  of 
France,  then  it  is  worthy  the  confideiati;  n   how 
this  may  import  England,  as  well  in  theincreafe- 
"  ment  of  the  grearnefs  of  France  by  the  addition 
*'  of  fuch  a  country,  zvhich  fir  etches  its  boughs  unto 
"  our  feasj  as  in  depriving  this  nation,  and  leaving 
*'  it  naked  of  fo  firm   and    allured  confederates  as 
'^  the    Bretons  have  ever  been.      For  then  it  v/iU 
*'  come    to  pafs,  that  whereas,    not  long  fince,  this 
reahn  was  mighty  upon  the  continent,  firjl  in  terri- 
tory,  and  after  in  alliance,  in  refpeEl  of  Burgundy 
and  Bretagne,  which  were  confederates  indeed^  but 
dependent  confederates  ^  now  the  one  being  already 
caft,    partly  inco  the    greatnefs   of  France,    and 
partly  into  that  of  Auflria,  the  other  is  like  wholly 
'•  to  be  caft  into  the  greatnefs  of  France  •,  and  this 
*'  ifland  ffjall  remain  confined  in  effeB,  within  the  falt- 
*'  waters y  and  girt  about  with   the  coaji   cotmtries  of 
''  two  mighty  monarchsP 

On  this  I  would  obferve,  that  a  more  dreadful 
evil  than  Lord  Bacon  makes  Chancellor  Morton 
exprefs  his  apprehenfions  of  in  the  foregoing  paf- 
fage,  would  have  come  upon  England,  it  the  ambi- 
tious defigns  of  France  had  not  been  checked  by 
the  two  grand  alliances  formed  in  the  laft  century. 
For,  without  the  refiftance  they  made,  not  only  Bre- 
tagne, but  all  the  territories  of  the  houfe  of  Bur- 
gundy, zvhich  fcretch  their  boughs  unto  curfeaSj  would 
have  been  added  to  her  empire  ;  and  we  floould  have 
been  girt  about  with  the  coa^fl- countries  of  one  mighty 
monarchy -infe ad  of  two.  The  prefent  flate  of  the 
Dutch  and  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  is'  not  fuch  as 

will 
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V/i\l  abfolutely  remove  that  fear  from   any  tbinkingSOOK  ii. 

man  ;   but  there"  will  be  much  more  reafoii  to  dread  '        ^ ^ 

its  if  we  either  become  indifferent  to  the  ftate  of, 
ihe  continents  or,  from  the  load  of  our  debt,  fhall 
be  unable  to  affift  our  confederates  there  againft  the 
invafions  of  that  power,  which  hitherto  nothing  has 
been  able  to  reflrain,  but  the  wealth  and  valor  of 
this  nation  exerted  in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  Eu- 
rope, wherein  its  own  is  comprifed. 

P.  421.    Injiead  therefore  of  haflening  to  lay  fie ge  to 
Touloufe^  while  Louis  remained  in   that  city^  he  de' 
dared  his  refolution,  that,  out  of  refpe^  to  the  per- 
fon  of  that  king,  he  would  not  hefege  it. 
For  this  I  have  the  authority  of  William  of  New- 
bury,   the  Norman  chronicle,  '  Diceto,    Brompton, 
and  two  contemporary  writers  of  Becket's  life,  Fitz- 
fcephen  and  John  of  Salifbury,  the  latter  of  whom, 
from  his  very  intimate  connedlion  with  that  prelate, 
mufl  have  perfeflly  known  all  the   circuraftances  of 
this  affair.     But  Gervafe  of  Canterbury  and  Hoveden 
fay,     that  King  Henry  befieged  Touloufe,  and  lay . 
before  it  fome  months.     Father  Daniel,  to  reconcile 
as  well  as  he  could  thofe  contradiftory  accounts,  has  !^.^^  ?^"''f^* 
fuppofed,    that,     after  the  town    was   inveffed    by  France,  1!  vii. 
Henry,  and  ready  to  furrender,  Louis  forced  one  of  ^^^  ^""-  "5^- 
the  enemy's    quarters,  and  made  his  way  into  it  : 
upon   which    Henry  raifed  the  fiege.       But  for  this 
manner  of  bringing  the  king  of  France  to  the  relief 
of  the  town,   he  has  not  a  word   of  contemporary 
authority.     The  account  given  of  it  by  William  of 
Newbury  is  much  the  moil  probable,  and  confident 
with  itfelf.     "  Idem  vero  comes,  tanti  exercitiis  impe- 
"  tum  pertimefcens,    regis  Francorum,    qui   uxoris. 
"  fus  germanus  et  filiorum  avunculus  erat,  auxiliuni 
*'  imploravit.     Qui  Zelando  pro   nepotibus  fejVmus 
*^  adveniens  cum  aliquanta  militia  Tolofam  intravit. 

''  quod 
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BOOK    iL<e  Quod   cuin  innotuilTet   regi  Anglomm,   perfjn.-^ 
"  regis  ibidem  coniiftentis  deferens  civitatemoppugnare 
dijlulit,  ec  ad  pervadendam  provinciam  cxpugnan- 
dafque  munitiones  convertit  exercitum." 


F.  425.  But  in  that  month  they  concluded  a  treaty  of 
peace,  the  terms  of  which  were  very  adva7itage0us 
and  honourable  to  Henry,  &c. 
This  treaty  is  not  in  Rymer,  nor  any  printed 
book.  But  there  is  a  very  old  copy  of  it  among 
the  Harleian  Manufcripts  in  the  Britifh  Mufeum, 
which,  I  believe,  is  the  only  one  extant.  It  is 
joined  to  fome  felefl  epiflies  of  Becket,  which  feem, 
by  the  hand,  to  have  been  colledied  Toon  after  the 
death  of  that  prelate.  This  I  prefume  was  added 
to  that  colle(5lion,  becaufe  Becket,  whofe  name  is 
among  the  witnelTes  to  it,  had  a  principal  lliare  in 
negociating  it  on  the  part  of  his  mafter.  Not  only 
it  appears,  that  no  modern  hiftorian  has  had  any 
J<nowledge  of  it  ;  but  there  is  reafon  to  think,  that 
fome  of  thofe  who  lived  in  that  age  did  not  know 
the  contents  of  it ;  efpecially  of  the  firll  part  con- 
cerning the  Vexin,  which  abfolutely  juflifies  King 
Henry  the  Second  from  any  imputation  of  fraud  in 
the  method  of  acquiring  that  province.  A  tranfcript 
of  it  may  be  feen  in  the  Appendix. 

P.  428.    It  is  obfervahk,  that  the  fir  ft  mention  we  meet 

with  in  hifory  of  this    impofition  on  knighfsfees, 

ivhich  became  afterwards  very  frequent,  is  upon  this 

Dccafton. 

Cin-on.  Norm.      The  words  of  the  Norman  chronicle  about  it  are 

thefe  :  "  Rex  Henricus  iturus  in  expeditionem  pr^e- 

*'  diclatm,  et  conftderans  longitudinemet  diffictdtatem  vice, 

*'  nolens  vexwe  agrarios  milites,  nee  burgenfes  nee  rujli' 
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*^^  cos,  fumpiis  lx  folidis  Andegavenfmm  in  Nonnannia  ^  QQ  ^  ^^- 

**  de  feudo  uniufcujitfque  lorica^  et  de  reliqids  oriinibm^ 

''  f^?;??  /?2  Normannia  qiiam  in  Angiia,  five  etlam  aliis 

*'  terris  fius,  fecuiuhun    hoc  quod  ei  vlfum  fuit,  capi- 

*'  tales  bar  ones  fuos  cum  paucis  fecum  duxit,  folidarios 

*'  vero  ?]uliles  immmeros." 

This  paffage  expreffes  with  great  clearnefs  and 
precifion  both  the  motive  and  manner  of  intro- 
ducing diis  commutation  for  perfonal  fervice  in 
foreign  wars. 

Gervafe  of  Canterbury  alfo  mennons  this  fcutage 
in  the  following  words  :  ''  Hoc  anno  (1159)  rex 
"  fcotagiura,  five  fcutagium,  de  Angiia  accepit, 
"  cujus  fumma  fuit  centum  miilia  et  quater-viginti 
'*  miilia  llbrarum  argenti.  De  aliis  vero  terris  fibi 
*'  {uh]e6i\sinaudiiam  fimiliter  cenfus  fecit  exacliojiem." 
Neverthelefs  Mr.  Madox  has  fhewn,  in  his  Hiftory 
of  the  Exchequer,  that  a  levy  of  fcutage  had  been 
made  in  this  kingdom,  before  the  war  of  Touloufe, 
viz.  in  the  fecond  year  of  this  king  ;  but  it  vv^as 
only  affefl:  upon  the  bifliops  and  abbots  who  held  in 
capite  of  the  crown  :  whereas  this  was  generah 

There  is  a  paffage  in  the  ancient  treatife  called 
Dialogus  de  Scaccario,  written  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Second,  and  publiilied  by  Mr.  Madox,  from 
^  the  Black  and  Red  books  of  the  Exchequer,  which 
makes  a  particular  mendon  of  fcutage  :  '_'  Fit  ^nter- Jr^'_'''-g';,^:^"' 
"  dum,  ut  imminente  vel  infurgente  in  regnuniaiuM. 
*'  hoftium  machinatione,  decernat  rex  de  fiiigulis 
*'  feodis  militum  fummam  aliquam  foiv!,  marcam 
"  (fcilicet)  vel  libram  unam,  unde  militibus  ftipen- 
"  dia  vel  donativa  fuccedanr.  '  Mavult  enim  prin- 
**  ceps  llipendiarios  quam  domefticos  bellicis  op- 
•"  ponere  cafibus.  Htec  itaqne  fumma,  quia  nomine 
**  fcutorura  folvitur,  fcutagium  nuncypatur."  From 
o  thefe 
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book:  ii-thefe  words  one  fhould  think,  thatfcutage  had  beeo 

^     ^raifed  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  agahifi:  inva- 

iions.  But,  belidesrhat  the  Norman  chronicle,  which. 

See  h;(1.  of    down   to   the  year   1161,   was  v/ritten  by  Robert  de 

Lxcheq.  Montc,  a  contemporary  author,  fliews  us  the  con- 
trary \  the  ancient  form  of  charging  it  was,  pro 
exercitti,  de  iis  crji  ncn  ahieriint  cum  rege ;  and, 
durino-  this  reign,  i  never  find  it  taken  but   for  fome 

c    Tv.i  .    '.war  beyond  the  Encsiih  borders.     And  Littleton,  in 

bee  Littleton  s  j  ^  ^  i  •   i      i    i  i  i 

Tenures,        his  Tenuns,    fiiys,    Liiat  thofe  zvmch   held  by  efcuage 
Gram!  Serjan-/-^^l^-^j-^  IS  the  French  tranllauon  of  the  Latin  word 
'       *  ^  '  fcutagiuni)  ought  io  do  their  fer-vice  out  of  the  realm.  He 
alfo  fays,  that   they  zvho  hold  by  cafileivard,  fay  no 
Tenures  of     efciiage.     The  reafoo  of  which,  lays  lord  Coke,  was, 
kniglu-fervice/becaufe  caflleward  was    a   fervice  within  the  reahiu 
icct.  III.        Therefore  the  words  imminente  vel  infurgente   in  reg- 
num   hojiiiim  machinaiione ^    cited    above    from    the 
Dialosus   de  Scaccario,  mufi:  be  conlidered  as  loofe 
and  innacurate. 
theEKct'''       Mr.  Madox  fuppofes,    in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Ex- 
p.  44o'.V.''?6.  chequer,  that,  till  the  times  of  King  Plenty  the  Third, 
whenever  any  fcutages  were  to  be  levied,  the  barons 
and  tenants  in  capite  did,  by  the  king's  command, 
fend   in   certificates  of  their  refpeclive    fees,  either* 
ioties  quGtiesy  or,    at  lead,  mofl:  ufually.     For  it  ap- 
pears by  a  record,  that,  in  the  eighteenth  year   of 
Henry  the  Second,  fome  perfons  were  charged  with 
the  fcutage  of  Ireland,   under,    the   title.  Be  iis  qui 
cartas  non  mijerunt. 

In  the  paifage  quoted  above,  from  the  Dialogus 
de  Scaccario,  it  is  faid,  that  a  mark,  or  a  pound, 
was  the  fcutage  ufually  charged  upon  every  knight's 
fee.  No  computation  can  be  made  at  what  rate  each 
knight's  fee  was  charged  to  the  fcutage  for  the  war  of 

Touloufe, 
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Touloiife,  becaufe,  though  we  know  the  whole  fum^  ^^  ^  ^^* 
produced  by  it,  we  are  not  alTured  from  how  many^  "'  ~^ 
knights-fees  it  was  raifed.  But,  by  the  greatnels 
of  the  fum,  the  rate  mud  have  been  confiderably 
more  than  a  mark,  or  a  pound.  I  fliould  luppofe, 
that  the  fcutages  varied  according  to  the  fervice  for 
which  the  military  tenant  commuted.  If  he  was 
required  to  follow  the  king  to  a  very  diflant  coun- 
try, the  compolition  to  exempt  him  from  the  obli- 
gation of  performing  that  fervice  was  higher.  But 
where  it  was  taken  for  a  war  on  the  borders  of  Eng- 
land, a  lighter  might  fuffice.  The  firft  fcutage  raifed 
by  King  Henry  the  Second  for  the  army  f^rving  in 
Wales,  was  at  one  pound  a  k night 's-"fee.  This 
was  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  when  the  pre- 
lates only  paid  it,  as  appears  by  a  paiTage  in  the 
Red  book  of  the  Exchequer.  Yet  Alexander  deL.  Paib.  fol. 
Swereford,    who  made  the  colle<Sl:ions  in  that  book,"f-,^7-'"ll- '- 

J        TT    '  1         T'l  •    1  •  -  r  -^  Mad  OX   Hift. 

under  Henry  the    1  hird,,  mentions  anotiier  fcutage  of  Exchequer, 
for  Wales,  in  the  fifth  year  of  Henry  the  Second,  ^^^^o^i-.^"?'^-'^- 
which  amounted  to  two  marks  for  every   knio-ht*s '""  ^^^* 
fee.     It  mud  have  been   charged  at  the  latter  end 
of  that  year,  when  we   find  that  fome  commotions 
arofe  in   Wales,  the  king  being  dill  abroad  in  the 
war  of  Touloufe.     And   it   is    very   furprifing,  that 
n  the   aboveraentioned    book  there  (liould  be   no 
notice  taken  of  the  great  fcutage  for  that  Vv'ar,  but 
only  of  this  for  Wales.     I  doubt  whether  this  was 
a  fcutage.       Alexander  de   Swereford   fays   himfelf, 
thatit  was  entered  upon  the  roils,  woi  f cut ag'mm,  but 
donum  ;  and   that  fome  paid  it,  who  did   not  hold 
by  military  tenures.      It  aifo   appears,  that   it  Was 
deterinined    by   the   Chief-judice  of  the  Common- seeLkdeton's 
pleas  in  the  reign  of  Edvv'ard  the  Third,  that  ^f«^?^^ '^ 'inures,  _p. 
jhallnot  be  9-r anted  hut  where  the  kinv  aoeth  in  proper  ^^l'  ^'^°  ^^'^'^' 
perjon.     As  therefore  Henry  did  not  go   himfelf  to 

this 
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BOOK  II.  ti^jg  ^var,  this  could  not  be  taken  as  efcuag^, 
V.  Praifat.  ad  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^.vc  been  granted  as  an  auxilium^  or  doniim. 
Dial,  de  Scac-Mr.  Madox  obferves,  that,  in  Henry  the  Second's 
cano.  time,  aids  were  called  dona. 

Madtxl'Ti't^  The  \vords  of  Alexander  de  Swereford  are  very 
fupra.  '  exprefs  to  prove,  that  no  fcutage  had  been  raifed  in 

England  before  the   reign    of  'Henry   the  Second* 
-Frimum  omnium  fcutagiorum^  prout   rumor   ex  rotulis 
ad  me   devenit^  ajjtjum  fuit  mim  regni  regis  Henrici, 
Jilii  imperatricis ,  fecundo,     Neverthelefs  there  is  an 
article  in  the  printed  copies  of  King  John's  Magna 
Charta,  taken  from    Matthew   Paris    by  Dr.  Brady^ 
and  by  Wilkins  in   his   Colleftion   of  Anglo  Saxon 
laws ;  which,   if  it  were   genuine,    would  contradict 
this  ailertion.     It  ftands  thus  :  "  Scutagium  de  cse- 
"  tero   capiatur,  licut  capi  tempore    regis   Henrici 
**  a-vi  nojlri  confuevit."      Now,   as   avi  nofiri  cannot 
lignify  xht  father  of  John,  but  may  his  great-grand- 
father J-    this    would  be  a   proof,   that   the   fcutage 
was  taken  in  the    time  of    King  Henry  the  Firlt, 
See  the  Edld- But  this  article  is  not  found   in  the  mod   authentic 
on  of  It  hy    copies.     And   I  make  no   doubt,    that  it  got  into 
Matthew   rariss   copy    from  the  charter  or  Henry 
the  Third,  where  it  itands  very    properly,   becaufe 
Henry  the  Second  was  grandfather  to  that  king. 

Mr.  Madox  indeed  has  mentioned  a  writ,  which 
he  found  ill  the  private  Archives  of  Weftminfter- 
college,  and  by  which  Henry  the  Firfl:  grants  to 
the  abbots  and  monks  of  Weftminfter  an  exemp- 
tion from  fcutage,  for  an  eftate  they  held  of  the 
earl  of  Chefter ;  but,  even  admitting  the  writ  to 
"be  genuine,  it  will  be  no  proof  againfl  the  opinion 
of  Alexander  de  Swereford;  hcc^ufc  fcutagium  (cis 
Mr.  Madox  himfelf  tells  us)  when  ufed  in  an  exten- 
■Jtve  fsnfSj  did  anciently  fignify  any  payment  made  upon 
knight's  fees.     We  aifo  know,  that   it  fignified  fer- 

vitium 


OF      KING      H  E  N  R  Y    It.  4^; 

'^itium   fciiti,    or     knight's-fervice.     And    therefore  ^  ^^  *^   -fl 
the  words  of  the  writ,  ^iete  de  f cut  agio  et  omnibus^       **      ^' 
fecularibus  confuefudinibus,    may  be  well  underflood 
to  mean  an  exemption  from  military  fervice,    and  all 
Other  fecular  cudoms. 

If  a  military  tenant  either  went  in  perfon  with 
the  king  to  war  out  of  England,  or  fent  another 
to  ferve  for  him,  he  paid  no  fcurare.  Thus,  in 
the  eighteenth  year  of  Henry  IL  feveral  perfonssee  Madox  0^ 
are  charged  to  efcuage,  under  this  title,  De  faaag-io^^^^'^S^>  ^i^* 
mniturn^  qui  non  abierunt  i?i  tiwernm?n^  ?iec  rnil.it es  pro  y^./^^  p.  438* 
fe  miferunt.  Indeed  efcuage,  in  the  fenfe  of  a439» 
pecuniary  payment,  being  a  commutaticn  for  a  fervice 
arifing  out  of  a  tenure^  viz.  the  tenure  by  knight's- 
fervice,  when  that  fervice  was  performed  in  another 
manner,  by  the  military  tenant^'s  fending  a  man  to 
ferve  for  him,  fuch  cbmmuf.ation  coiild  riot  take  place. 
There  was  alfo  a  difference  between  this  compoiition 
by  efcuage,  and  ^htjines  paid  to  the  king  by  barons 
and  knights  holding  in  chief  of  the  crown,  for  not 
ferving  abroad,  when  they  had  been  ordered  to  do 
fo  by  fummons  from  the  king.  Earl  William  de 
Vernun  fined  to  King  John,  pro  licentia  remanendi, 
and  that  the  kin^  would  receive  the  fcutages  of  his 
hnighf S'fees  which  he  held  in  capite.  In  the  reign 
of  King  Henry  the  Third,  feverat  tenants  by  knights-  ^^^'J-  P-  45'J'' 
fervice  paid  fines  to  the  king,  that  they  rnight  not 
take  the  voyage  into  Gafcoigne,  befides  the  fcutages 
'which  they  voluntarily  granted  to  the  king  for  that 
voyage,  Thefe  inftances  flicv\/,  that  the  fcutages 
were  not  always  accepted  by  the  king,  in  lieu  of  the 
duty  of  perfonal  fervice  from  his  military  tenants. 
Nor  indeed  could  they  \  beca«fe  mercenary  foldiers, 
and  chiefs  of  experience  to  command  them,  werd 
not  ahvays  to  be  had  at  the  time  they  were  wanted. 
And  it  feems  to  have  been  in  the  option  of  the 
king,  whether   he  would  accept  them  or  nor.     Mr. 
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BOOK    IT.  Madox  has  given    it  as  his  opinion,  "  that  perfonat 

^ '       ^   '^'  fervice  was   required    moji  chiefly,  if  notfolely^  of 

"  the  tenants  holding  by  knights-fervice,  in  capite, 
**  ut  de  corona.  For,  if  a  man  held  his  land  of 
"  the  kinp-  by  knights-fervice,  as  of  an  honor  then 
"  being  in  the  king's  hands,  and  not  of  the  crown, fuch 
"  te.;antwas  not  indifpeniably  obliged  to  do /J^r/o;z^/ 
"  Jervice  in  the  kings  armyy  but  was  to  pay  the  king 
c    ^/r  1       .  "  efciiajje  when  it  was  aiTelT:.  At  leaft  this  was  alleds;- 

See  Ma  loK,  tit  ,       ^        i  r  •       i  •  ci^-        r-i  ^     ^ 

fupra,  J.  4S4.  ed  to  be  the  ulage  \n  the  reign  or  King  iLdward  the 
"  Second,  in  the  cafe  of  Gerard  de  Wachefham  and 
"  Thomas  de  Inglellorp."  I  much  doubt  whether 
it  was  fo  in  the  tinies  of  King  Henry  the  Second  ; 
as  I  fee  no  reafon  for  it  in  the  feudal  policy,  the 
tenants  of  an  efcheated  barony  being  obliged  to 
perform  the  fame  fervice  to  the  king,  that  they  would 
have  performed  to   the  baron.      The  fame   author 

Ibkl.  p.  461.  fays,  "  Sometimes  the  barons  and  tenants  by  knights- 
'*  fervice  were  amerced,  for  not  fending  their  knights 
*'  to  ferve  for  them  in  the  king's  army  ;  and  fome- 
**^  times  they  were  dilTeifed  of  their  land  for  not 
*'  doing  their  fervice-,'*  of  both  which  he  gives 
feveral  inflances  from  the  rolls.  "  Rut  when  barons 
*'  or  knights,  holding  in  capite,  did  a<51:ual  fervice 
"  in  the  king's  army,  for  fo  many  fees  as  they  were 
p-  4  -■  a  -inf^'erable  for  ;  or  //  they  fent  knights  in  their 
"  Jlead  ;  or  if  they  nidde  fine  for  the  fame  ;  they  were 
^^  wont  to  be  acquitted  of  efcuage  :"  It  muft  be 
obferved,  thar,  as  fo.ne  knights-fees  were  fmaller 
than  others,  the  fcutage  upon  them  was  alfo  lefs  in 
proportion. 


430' 
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P.  430.  Whereas  we  find  It  declared,  by  the  charter  of^^^^  il« 
King  John,  that  f cut oges  ought  to    be  affejl   by    the^       "* 
tenants  in  chief  of  the  crown   affeinbled  in  par  Ha- 
ment,  ' 

Although  this  claufe  be  left  out  of  all  the  fubfe- 
quent  charters,  yet  it  appears,  by  a  writ  of  King 
Edward  the  Firfl's  reign,  cited  by  Mr.  St.  John,  on 
the  behalf  of  Mr.  Hampden,  in  the  cafe  of  iliip- 
money,  that  fcutage  was  granted  by  parliament  i 
"  Datutti  eft  nobis  intelligi,  quod  plures  font  qui 
**  tenent  per  fertitium  militarium  de  nobis,  qui 
*'  contradicunt  {ohere  fcufagiay  qua  nobis  funt  con- 
*'  cejfa  per  commune  concilium  regni  nojiri,'^  And 
many  proceffes,  iffued  for  the  levying  of  efcoagc 
granted  m  Edward  the  Firft's  time,  were  releafed 
by  Edward  the  Second ;  ^da  diBum  fervitium  nort 
fuit  communiter  factum;  that  is,  fays  Mr.  St.  John, 
that  it  was  not  done  per  commune  conciliu?n  regni* 
The  words  of  Sir  Thomas  Littleton,  concerningcoke  upo^ 
this  matter,  require  fome  obfervation  :  "  And  after  Li«it:on, 
*^  fuch  a  voyage  royal  into  Scotland,  it  is  commonly  ^^  '  ^'* 
"  faid,  that,  by  authority  of  parliament,  the  efcuag'e 
*^  ftiall  be  affelTed,  and  put  in  certain  ;  that  is  to  fay, 
**  a  certain  fura  of  money,  how  much  every  one 
"  which  holdethby  a  whole  knight's-fee,  and  which 
*'  was  neither  by  himfelf,  nor  by  any  other  for  him^ 
"  with  the  king,  Ihall  pay  to  his  lord,  of  whom  he 
"  holds  his  land  by  efcuage.  As,  put  the  cafe,  that 
*'  it  was  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  parlia- 
**  ment,  that  every  one  which  holdeth  by  a  whole 
**  knight's-fee,  who  was  not  with  the  king,  fhall 
''  pay  to  his  lord  40s ;  that  he  which  holdeth 
*'  by  the  moiety  of  a  knight's-fee,  fnall  pay  to  his 
*'  lord  but  20s  ;  and  he  which  holdeth  by  the  fourth 
*'  part  of  a  knight's-fee,  lliall  pay  but  losj  arid 
*^  hewhiqhhath  more,  more-,  and  which  lefs,  lefs. 
"  And  fome  hold  by  the  cuftom,  that,  if  efcuagd 
K  k  2  "  bg 
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BOOK  II.  "  be  affeffed  by  authority  of  parliament  at  any  fam 
"  of  money,  they  (hall  pay  but  the  moiety  of  that 
"  fum,  and  fome  but  the  fourth  part  of  that  fura. 
ibid.  "  But  becaufe  the  efcu?.ge  that  they  fhouid  pay  is 
"  uncertain,  for  that  it  is  not  certain  how  the  par- 
"  liament  will  aflefs  the  efcuage,  they  hold  by 
"  knight's-fervice.  But  otherwife  it  is  of  efcuage 
"  certain,  of  which  fliall  be  fpoketi  in  the  tenure 
*'  of  focage."  I'he  fame  author  fays,  in  his  chap- 
■  ter  on  focage,  "  AUb  if  a  man  hoideth  of  his 
*'  lord  by  efcuage  certain,  i.  e.  in  this  manner, 
*'  when  the  efcuage  runneth,  or  is  aifefred  by 
"  parliament,  to  a  greater  or  leffer  fum,  that  the 
**  tenant  fiiall  pay  to  his  lord  but  half  a  mark  for 
*'  efcuage,  and  no  more  nor  lefs,  to  how  great  a 
"  fum,  or  to  how  little,  the  efcuage  runneth,  &c. 
"  fuch  tenure  is  tenure  in  focage,  and  not  knight's- 
,'*  fervicc." 

The  former  chapter  on  efcuage  further  declares, 
*^  And  it  is  to  be  underflood,  that,  when  efcuage 
*'  is  fo  alTeifed  by  authority  of  parliament,  every 
.  "^  lord  of  whom  the  land  is  holden  by  efcuage 
*'  ihall  have  the  efcuage  fo  aiieficd  by  parliament ; 
*'  becaufe  it  is  intended  by  the  law,  that,  at  the 
"  beginning,  fuch  tenements  were  given  by  the 
'*  lords  to  the  tenants  to  hold  by  fuch  fervices,  to 
*'  defend  their  lords,  as  well  as  the  king,  and  to 
.  ''  put  in  quiet  their  lords  and  the  king  from  the 
*'  Scotch  aforefaid.  And  becaufe  fuch  tenements 
''  came  lirft  from  the  lords,  it  is  reafon  that  they 
"  fiiould  have  the  efcuage  of  their  tenants.  And 
''  the  lords,  in  fuch  cafe,  may  diftrain  for  the  ef- 
*'  cuage  io  afiefled;  or  they,  in  fome  cafes,  may 
■."have  the  king's  writs  direfted  to  the  fheriffs  of 
"  the  fame  counties,  &c.  to  levy  fuch  efcuage  for 
'^  them,  as  it  appeareth  by  the  regifler/' 

All 
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All  that    is   faid  about  efcnage,   in    the   paiTa^gcsB  OOK    ir. 

here  recited,  relates  to  the  methods  in  which  it  was*^ "^ ' 

raifed  upon  the  fub  vajfals :  and  it  is  declared,  that 
they  pay  it  by  right  of  their  tenure,  bccciife  it  is 
intended  hy  the  law,  that,  at  the  heoinning^  fuch  tenc- 
nients  were  given  by  the  lords  to  the  tenants  to  bold  by 
fiich  fer-vices,  ^c.  And  though  mention  is  only 
made  of  a  war  againfl  Scotland,  as  if  they  had  been 
bound  to  ferve  no  where  cHe,  Lord  Coke  obfervcs 
very  rightly,  "  that  Scotland  is  only  put  for  an  ex- 
*'  ample ;  for  that  if  the  tenure  be  in  Walllarn, 
"  Hiberniam,  Vafconiam,  Piftaviam,  &c.  it  is  all 
«'  one."  ■ 

But  it  is  further  obfervable,  that,  from  the  words, 
after  fuch  a  voyage  royal  into  Scotland,  it  is  commonly 
Jald,  that  by  authority  of  farliament,  the  efcnage  fholl 
be  affeffed^  and  put  in  certain^  it  feems  as  if  the  aifeff- 
ment  by  parliament  was  pofterior  to  the  expedition 
for  which  the  efcuage  was  to  be  paid.  Whereas  it 
is  faid  by  R.  de  Monte,  that  Henry  the  Second 
took  efcuage  on  account  of  his  expedition  againfl 
Touloufe,  before  he  went  thither:  Rex  HenricusV.  Chron. 
*'  iturus  in  expeditionem  pradidam,  et  confiderans^°^^^^'  t'"  ^^5 
^'  longitiidinem  et  difjicuhateni  via,  nolens  vexare 
*^  agrarios  milites,  necburgenfes,  nee  rufticos,  fump- 
"  tis  Lx  folidis  Andegavenfmm  in  Normannia  de  feudo 
*'  uniujcitjifque  loricce,  et  de  rcliqids  omnibus,  ^c* 
"  Jecundwn  hoc  quod  ei  vifum  fuit,  capitalcs  baronet 
*'  fuos  cum  paucis  feciim  duxit,  folidarios  vera  7niUtes 
*^  iymumeros :''  Probably  it  was  found  more  con- 
venient to  make  the  aifedments  after  the  fer- 
vice,  than  before,  as  it  could  not  be  previ- 
oufly  known  from  what  number  of  the  tenants  by 
knight-fervice  it  was  to  be  taken,  becaufe  the  pay- 
ment of  it  might  be  avoided  by  thofe,  who  ei- 
ther went  in  perfon  themfelves,  or  fent  men  to 
ferve  for  thera.  But  the  declarution^  that  the  king 
K  k  3  would 
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IJ- would  accept  it  in  lieu  of  perfonal  fervice,  muft- 
~^  have  been  prior  to  the  time  of  performing  the  fer- 
vice :  for,  otherwife,  the  perfons  concerned  would 
not  have  known,  whether  they  might  have  the 
benefit  of  fuch  a  commutation.  Perhaps  notice 
of  this  may  have  been  given  by  the  fummons. 

It  appears  from  the  paiTages  above-cited,  that 
fome  military  tenants  held  under  condition  of  paying 
but  half  of  the  efcuage  affeft  by  the  parliament, 
and  others  but  a  fourth.  Nay,  fome  there  were, 
who  fo  held,  as  that  they  were  only  to  pay  half  a 
mark  to  their  lord  upon  an  affelTment  of  efcuage, 
whether  higher  or  lower;  which  was  called  efcuage 
certain  ;  and  fuch  tenants  were  not  underftood  to 
hold  by  knight's-fervice,  but  their  tenure  was  fo- 
cage.  This  was  a  great  deviation  from  the  firfl  in- 
flitution  of  military  fiefs ;  fo  great,  that  it  entirely 
altered  their  nature.  But  I  find  no  trace  of  any 
fuch  thing  in  the  times  that  I  write  of  -,  nor  does  it 
appear,  that  it  extended  to  tenants  in  chief.  All 
that  Sir  Thomas  Littelton  fays  of  fuch  tenants  is 
towards  the  latter  end  of  his  chapter  on  efcuage, 
after  having  treated  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
paid  by  their  vaffals:  "  But  of  fuch  tenantSy  as 
^'  hold  of  the  king  by  efcuage^  which  were  not  with 
*'  the  king  in  Scotland,  the  king  himfelf  Jhall  have 
"  the  efcuage.^*  Lord  Coke  fays,  in  his  notes  to  fed:. 
97.  of  the  fame  chapter,  "  Here  is  a  fecret  of  law 
*'  included,  that,  albeit  efcuage  uncertain  be  due  by 
*'  tenure  ;  yet  becaufe  the  ajfeffment  thereof  concerned 
"  fo  mam ,  and  fo  great  a  number  of  the  fubje£is  of  the 
''  realm,  it  could  not  be  ajfffed  by  the  king,  or  by  any 
*'  ether  but  by  parliament ;  and  thii  was  by  common 
**  law.^'  He  adds,  "  N-~>  efcuage  ivas  affrjjcd  by  far - 
"  liament  Rnce  the  re'>gn  of  Edm^ard  the  Second.'* 
^everthelefs  it  appears,  that,  when  Littelton  wrote  j 
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It  was   the   common  opinion,  that  it  (hould  be  fo  BOOKlr. 
affelTed.     And  he  feems  to  ipeak  of  it  as  law. 

Lord  Coke  alfo  fays,  *'  And  it  is  to  be  obfervcd,  s.-a.  0  7, 
*'  that,  if  he  that  holds  of  the  king  by  efcuage  pro-fluent. 
"  eth,  or  findeth  another  to  go  for  him,  with  the 
*'  king,  &c.  then   he  (hall  have  efcuage  of  his  te- 
*'  nants,  that  hold  of  him  by  fuch  fervice,  which 
**  7iiujt  he  affejl'id  by  parliament,     Byt  if  the  king's 
^'  tenant  goeih  not  with  the  king,  then  he  (liall  pay 
^^  for  his  default  efcuage,  ajid  JI:all  have  no  efcuage 
**  of  bis  tenants,"     This  latter  affertion  is  falfe  ;  for 
Mr.  Madox  fays,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  "  when  the  lord,  holding  in  capite,  did  perfonal 
"  fervice    in  the    king's  army,  or  paid.^  or   became 
**  duly  charged  with  his  efcuage  to  the  king  %  he  whs 
**  entitled  to  have  efcuage  of  his  tenants  for  the  fees 
*'  which  they  held  of  him,    and  which  he  held  of  the 
"  king  in  capite,^^     And  this  he  proves  by  records. 
For   inftancej    in  the  reign  of   Henry  the  Third, 
Henry  de  Braybrok  had  a  writ   of  aid  dire6^ed   to 
the  fherifF,  to  diftrain   the  knights  zvho  held  of  him  the 
fees,  which  he  held  of  the  king  in  capite,  for  the  efcuage 
which  he  flood  charged  with  at  the  Exchequer.     Mr. 
Maddox  adds,  "  that  in  the  elder  times,  in  cafe  the 
*'  lord  was  entitled  to  receive  efcuage  of  his  tenant, 
*'  fuch   efcuage    was  ufualiy  cqlledied  by   the  lord 
^'  per  manum  fuam,  who  ufed  to  juiliciate  or  diftrain 
^*  his  tenants  to  pay  it.     Whether  it  was   all  along^'- ^J*^^?"^ 
*'  neccifary  for  the  lord  to  have  the  king's  leave  ore.  i6,  fe£t  * 
*''  authority  to  coliecl  his  efcuage,  per  manura  [uam^^^ 
**  or   no  ;  fuch  leave   or  authority    was    fomerimes 
^'  granted  to  particular  lords."     But  he  (hews,  that 
afterwards  efcuage  was   colle(5led  by  the  fherifFs  of 
the  counties.      "  In   the   twenty- feventh   year   of 
"  Henry  the  Third,  when  efcuage  was  granted  to  the 
^^  king  by  the  common  council  of  the  realm,  writs  were 
-^*  awarded  to  the  Iheriffs  of  the  counties,  comman- 
K  k  4  *'  ding 
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BOOK    II.  <f  (jing  them  to  take  inqulfirion  by  oath  of  knights^ 

^    ■    ^"  and   lawful  men,  to  find  what  lands  were  holdeii 

"  of  the  king,  or  of  others  who  held  of  the  king 

*'  in  capite,   whether   of  the  new  feoffinent  or  the 

f  old,  and  to  diilrain  the   tenants  of  fuch  fees,  to 

f*  pay  their  efcuage  for  the  fame."    _    .. 

p.  438.  But  asFi5ior  came,  and fuhm'iUed  his  caufe  to 
the  council,  it  gave  a  reajonahle  -prejudice  in  his  be- 
half: his  adverjary  was  cenfured  as  guilty  of  con- 
tumacy ;  and  after  a  proper  examination  of  witnef- 
fes,  he  was  declared  to  have  been  duly  ele^ed. 
That  he  was  duly  ele£led,  I  will  not  affirm  •,  but 
certainly   the   pre-engagement,    which    it    appeared 
that    the    cardinals    of    Alexander's   party  had   laid 
themfelves  under  before  the  eleftion,  was  contrary 
V.Radevicum,  to  the  liberty  required  by  the  canons.     And  if  the 
L  11.  C.52. 71.  j^Q|-jj|;j.y^  people,   and  clergy  of  Rome   had  aright 
to  interfere  in   it  (as,  notwithftanding  the   Bull  of 
Pope  Innocent   the   Second,   I  prefume    they   bad), 
Vidlor,  whom,   it  feenis,  they  all   inclined  to   fup- 
port,  may,   upon  the  whole,  have  had  a  majority  of 
Votes  in  his  favor»     But   though   mention  is  made, 
in  fome  of  the  letters  which  juftify  his  ele^fion,  of 
their  having   very   ftrongly  declared  themfelves  on 
ii is  fide,  yet   the  principal  fire fs  was  not  laid  upon 
that,   but   upon  the  difqualification  of  the  cardinals 
his  opponent?,  by  the  oaths    they   had    taken  ;  be- 
caufe,   I  fuppofe,  to  deny  the  authority  of  a  papal 
decree  was  not  thought  piudent ;  and  the  other  plea 
was  fufficient  to  prevail  on  the  council  to  determine 
for  Viftor, 

P.  447.  And  prevailed  upon  them  to  celebrate  the  fnm 
of  a  marriage,  or  public  and  folemn  efpoufals,  betw  en 
Henry  his  Son,  nA  yet  fi::  years  eld,  and  Margaret 
pf  France  J  who  was  Jiill  a  younger  infant. 

L   '^    '      '  Dice 
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Diceto  fays,    that  Prince  Henry  at  this  time  was  book  ir, 
feven  years  old;  but  this  muft  be  a  miftake  -,  foi"vDketo 
(as  he  tells  us  himfelf  in  another  place)  that  prince  imag.  Hift. 
was  born  on  the  laft  day  of  February,  in  the  year^*^^""-*'^* 
1 155  ;  with  which  date  of  his  birth  the  other  con-  ' 

temporary  hiftorians  agree.  The  fame  author  fays, 
that  the  princefs  of  France  at  this  time  was  three 
years  old ;  but  1  Ihould  fuppofe  her  older ;  becaufe 
I  think  that  King  Henry  would  hardly  have  defired 
to  have  her  fent  into  Normandy,  while  flie  was  at 
the  bread  of  her  nurfe,  as  Ihe  muft  have  been  in  the 
l^ear  1158,  if  Ihe  was  but  three  years  old  in  11600 
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pbarfa  Convenftonum  inter  Regent  Stephanum^ 
et  Henricum  filium  Matilda  Imperatricis,  de 
fuccejjione  Regni  AngUa, 

TEPHANUS  Rex  Angliee  Archiepifcopis, J/^'^^  ^'^■ 
Epifcopis,  Abbcttibus,  Comicibus,  Jufticiariis,  l"  i',.'&"" 
Vicecomitibus,    Baronibus,    et    omnibus    FidelibusJ-Brompton, 
fuls  Anglic,  Salutem.  5"^;^^'^^ 

Sciatis  quod  ego  Kex  Stepnanus  HenricuraDucerap.  1037. 
Normannice  port   me  fuccefforem   regni   Anglise   et 
hicredem  meum  jure  hjereditario  conititui,  et  lie  ei  et 
lixrcdibus  fuis  regnum  Anglix  donaviet  confirmavi. 

Dux 
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II'  Dux  veroj  propter  hunchonorem,  et  donationem 
et  confirmationem  fibi  a  me  fadam,  homagiurn  mihi 
et  facramento  fecuritatem  fecit  ;  fciiicet,  qaod  fidelis 
mihi  eric,  et  vitam  et  honorem  meum  pro  fao  pofle 
cuflodiet  per  conventiones  inter  nos  pr-^locutas, 
quse  in  hac  Carta  conrinentur.  Ego  etiam  fecuri- 
tatem  facramenfo  Duci  feci,  quod  vitam  et  honorem 
ei  pro  polTe  meo  cuflodiam,  et  ficut  filium  et  hsere- 
dem  meum  in  omnibus,  in  quibus  potero,  eum  ma- 
nutenebq,  et  cuflodiam  contra  oranes  quos  potero. 
Wi'llielmus  autem  filius  meus  hcmagium  et  fecuri- 
latem  Duci  Normannite  fecit,  et  Dux  ei  concelTit  ad 
tenendum  de  fe  omnes  terras,  quas  ego  tenui  ante- 
quam  regnum  Anglise  adeptus  eflem,  five  in  Anglia, 
five  in  Normannia,  live  in  aliis  locis  ;  et  quicquid 
cum  filia  Warenni^e  Comitis  accepit,  five  m  Ang- 
lia, five  in  Normannia,  et  quicquid  ad  honores  illos 
pertinet ;  et  de  omnibus  terris,  villis,  et  burgis,  et 
redditibus,  quos  Dux  in  dominio  fuo  inde  nunc 
habet,  et  nominatim  de  illis  quae  pertinent  ad  ho- 
norem Comitis  Warrenni^,  Williehiium  filium  meum 
et  homines  illius,  qui  de  honore  illo  funt,  plen:^rie 
fayeiiet,  et  nominatim  de  Caiielio  de  Beiencumbre, 
et  cailro  Mortui-maris  ;  ita  Icilicet,  quod  Reginaldus 
de  Warreniiia,  caftrum  de  Beiencumbre,  et  cadrum 
Mortui maris  cuftodiet,  fi  voluerit,  et  dabit  inde 
Duci  obfi  es  :  fi  vero  noluerit,  alii  de  ligiis  homini- 
bus  Comitis  Warrenni^e,  quos  Dux  voluerit,  fimiliter 
per  falvos  obiides  et  i^dvam  cuftodiam  eadem  cartra 
cuftodient. 

Alia  vero  caflra,  qus  pertinent  ad  Comitem 
Moretoni^,Dux  ei  reddet  ad  voluntatem  meam,  cum 
poterit,  per  falvam  cuftodiam  et  per  falvos  obfides  : 
Ita  quod  omnes  obfides  reddantur  fi|io  meo  quiete, 
quando  Dux  Regnum  A ng lias  habebit. 

Incrementum  etiam  quod  e,f>"0  Willie! mo  filio  meo 

dedi^  ipfe  Dux  ei  conceffit,  caftra  fciiicet  et  villas  de 

-Norwico   cum  fcptingentis  libratis  terr^^    ita  quod 

7  .  redditus 
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teddi'tus  de  Norwico  infraillas  feptingentas  libratas  Book  W- 
compiitetur ;     et    totum    Comkatum    de   Northfolk/' 
prseter  ilia  quse  pertinent  ad  EccJefias   et   Prelates, 
et  Abbates,  et  Comites   et  nominatim  pr^eter  tertiuni 
denarium,  unde  Hugo  Bigotus   eft  Comes  (falva   et 
refervata  in  omnibus  regali  juftitia). 

Item,  ad  roborandam  gratiara  meam  et  diledlio- 
nem,  dedit  ei  Dax,  et  conceilit  omnia  qnce  Richerus 
de  Aquila  habebat  de  honore  Peveneffeli-  Et  pras- 
ter  b^c  caftra  et  villas  Pevenefleli  et  fervitium  Fara- 
itufi,  prater  caitra  et  villas  de  Dovre,  et  quod  ad 
honorem  de  Dovre  pertinet,  Eccleiiam.  de  Faureibam 
cum  pertinentiic  fuis  Dux  confirmavit^  et  alia  aliis 
Eecleliis  a  me  data  vel  reddita  confilio  i'an6i2e  Eccleiise 
,ct  meo  confimabit. 

Comites  et  Earones  Duels,  qui  homines  mei  nun- 
quam  fuerunr,  pro  honore,  quem  Domino  fuo  feci, 
homagiura  et  facraraeutum  mihi  fecerunt,  falvis 
xonventionibus  inter  me  et  Ducem  faftis ;  caeteri 
vero  qui  antea  homagium  mihi  fecerunt,  fidelitatem 
mihi  fecerunt,  ficut  Domino. 

Et  fi  Dux  a  prsmifiis  recederer,  omnino  a  fervitio 
ejus  ipfi  ceffi:irent  quofque  errata  corrigeret ;  filius 
meus  etiam,  fecundum  confilium  fandrse  Eccblias,  fc 
inde  contineret,  ii  Dux  a  praidiftis  rec:deret. 

Comites  etiara  et  Barones  mei  lig-ium  homasium 
Duci  fecerunt,  .faiva  m^ea  fidelitate  quamdiu  vixero 
et  regnum  tenuero,  limili  lege,  quod  fi  ego  a  prae- 
didis  recederem,  omnino  a  fervitio  meo  celTarent 
quofque  errata  corrigerera. 

Cives  etiam  civitatum,  ethomines  caftrorum,  qua: 
in  dominio  meo  habeo,  ex  pr^ecepto  meo  homagium 
•et  fecuritatem  Duci  fecerunt, '  falva  fidelitate  mea 
quandiu  vixero,  et  regnum  tenuero  ;  illi  autem,  qui 
caftrum  Walingford  cuftodiunt,  homagium  mihi 
fecerunt,  et  dederunt  mihi  obfides  de  fidelitate  mihi 
fervanda. 

Ego 
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Ego  vero  de  caftris  et  mnrationibus  meis  fecurit^- 
tem  talem  Duci,  confilio  fanfl^  Ecclefize,  feci,  ne 
Dux  me  decendere,  per  hoc  damnum  aut  impedi- 
mentum  regni  incurrat. 

Item  turris  London ienfis  Rkhardo  de  Luceio,  et 
mota  Windfores,  confilio  fanfiee  Ecclefi£e,  ad  cufto- 
diendum  tradite  funt ;  Richardus  autem  de  Luceio 
juravit  in  raanu  Archiepifcopi,  et  in  cuflodia  filium 
.  fuum  obfidem  dedit,  quod  pod  meum  deceflum  caftra 
prcedi6ia  Duci  redderet. 

Similiter,  confilio  fan€t^  Ecclefiae,  Rogems  de 
Luceio  motam  de  Oxoneford,  et  Jordanus  de  Bufelo 
firmitatem  Lincolni^  cuftodiunt,  et  ligii  homines 
Ducis  funt,  et  juraverunt,  et  obfides  inde  dederunt 
in  manu  Archiepifcopi,  quod,  fi  ego  decederem, 
Duci  munitioncs  fine  impedimento  redderenti 

Epifcopus  Wintonienfis,  in  manu  Archiepifcopi 
Cantuarienfis,  coram  Epifcopis  affidavit,  quod,  ll 
eoo  decederem,  caftrum  Wintonise  et  munitionem 
Hamptonise  Duci  redderet. 

Quod  fi  aliquis  eorum,  quibus  munitionurti  cuftodia 
commilTa  fuerat,  inoreretur,  aut  a  cuflodia  fibi  depu- 
.tata  recederet,  confilio  fanftse  Ecclefice  alius  cuftos 
ibi  flatueretur,  priufquam  ille  recederet. 

Si  vero  aliquis  de  hiis,  qui  meas  munitiones  cufto- 
diunr,  contumax  vel  rebellis  extiterit,  de  caftris 
fcilicet,  qu^  ad  coronam  pertinent,  communi  con- 
filio ego  et  Dux  nos  inde  continebimus,  quoufque  ad 
Yoluntatem  utriufque  noftrum  cogatur  fatisfacere. 

Archiepifcopi,  Epifcopi,  atque  Abbates  de  regno 
Anglic,  ex  przecepto  meo,  fidelitatem  facramento 
Duci  fecerunt. 

llli  quoque,  qui  in  regno  Anglis  Epifcopi  dein- 
cepsfient,  vel  Abbates,  idem  facient. 

Archiepifcopi  vero  et  Epifcopi,  ab  utraque  parte, 
ia  mana  ceperunt,  quod,  fi  quis  nofirum  a  prsdi/^is 

convent!- 


OF    KING   HENRY   11.  jri 

conventionibus  recederet,  tamdiu  eum  cum  ecclefiaf-  BOOK  ll. 
tica  juflitia  coercebunt,  quoufque  errata  corrlgat,  et  '  ^ 
ad  prcedi6tam  padlionera  obfervandam  redeat. 

Pater  etiam  Ducis,  et  ejus  uxor,  et  fratres  ipllus 
Ducis,  et  omnes  fui,  quos  ad  hoc  applicare  poterit, 
hcEc  affecurabunt. 

Ill  negotiis  autem  regni  ego  confilio  Ducis  opera-* 
bor. 

Ego  vero  in  toto  regno  Anglise,  tam  in  parte 
Ducis  quam  in  parte  mea,  Jufticiam  exercebo  rega-* 
lem. 

Teflibus  hiis  omnibus, 

Theobaldo  Archiepifcopo.  ' 

Henrico  Wintonienfi  Epifeopo. 

Roberto  Exonienfi  Epifeopo.  '-^1 

Roberto  Bathonienli  Epifeopo. 

Golecino  Salefburienii  Epifeopo, 

Roberto  Lincolnienfi  Epifeopo 

Hilario  Ciceftrenfi  Epifeopo. 

Willielmo  Norwicenii  Epifeopo. 

Richardo  London  Epifeopo. 

Nigello  Elyenfi  Epifeopo. 

Gyleberto  *  Hardefordenfi  Epifeopo.  *  HerefirdisJ^ 

Johanne  Wygornenfi  Epifeopo.  ^" 

Waltero  Ceftrenli  Epifeopo. 

Waltero  Roffenfi  Epifeopo. 

Galfrydo  de  S.  Afaph  Epifeopo.' 

Roberro  Priore  Bermundfey. 

Otun  Milite  Templi. 

Willielmo  Comite  Ciceftrenfi, 

Roberto  Comite  Leycedrenfi. 

Willie! mo  Comite  Glouceftrenfi. 

Ravnaldo  Comite  Cornvallis. 

Baldewyno  de  Donyngton. 

Rogero  Hariordis. 

Hugone  Bygoto. 

Patricio  Salyiberienii. 

W'iilielrao  de  Alba  Maria. 

Albcrlc® 
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£_20Kir.         Alberico  Comlte. 

Richardo  de  Lucelo'. 
Willielmo  Martel. 
Richardo  de  Hiimez. 
Reginaido  de  Warrenni  . 
Manafe  Bifer. 
Johanne  de  Port. 
Richardo  de  Camavilla* 
Hetirico  de  Effexe. 

i\pud  Weilmonaflerium.' 
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red  to  in  p.  -^^      ^^* 

Carta    Libertatum  jlngli^  Regis   Henrici   It, 

From   the  Red  Book  of   the   Exchequer. 

ENRICUS,  Dei  gratia.  Rex  Angh'ae,  Dux 
Normanni^  et  Aquitanise,  Comes  Andegavise, 
baronibus  et  fidelibus    fuis,    Francis    et    Anghcis^ 
Salutem. 

Sciatis  mc,  ad  honorem  Dei  et  Sancflse  Ecclefia?, 
et  pro  ccmrauni  emendatione  totius  regni  mei,  con- 
ceffiffe  et  redd  id  ^ff:,  et  praefenti  carta  mea  confir- 
mafTe,  Deo  et  San6tae  Ecclefias,  et  omnibus  comi- 
tibus  et  baronibus,  et  omnibus  horainibus  meis, 
omnes  confuecudines,  quas  rex  Henficus,  avus  meus, 
eis  dedit  et  conceffit.  Simihter  etiam  omnes  malas 
confuetudines,  quas  ipfe  delevit  et  remifit,  ego  remitto 
etdeleri  concedo,  pro  me,  et  haeredibils  meis. 

Quare  volo  et  firmitcr  prcecipio,  quod  San(^a 
Ecclefia,  et  omnes  comites  et  barones,  et  omines 
mei  homines,  omnes  illas  confuetudines,  et  dona- 
tiones,  et  libertates,  et  liberas  confuetudines,  ha- 
beant,  et  teneant  libere  et  quiete,  bene  et  in  pace, 

et 
.    •  ■ -f 
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et  integre,  de  me  et  haeredibus  meis,  fibi  et  hsEre-BOOKiL 
dibus  fuis,  adeo  libere,    et  quiete,    et  plenarie,    m  "^ 

omnibus,  licut  rex  Henricus,  avus  meus,    eis  dcdit 
et  conceffit,  et  carta  fua  confirmavit. 
Tefte  Ricardo  de  Luci. 


No     TTT  This  is  refer- 

-1--1-J-*  red  to  in  vol. 

ii.  p,  302. 

Petri  Blefenfts  Epifl. 

Ep.  Lxvi.  Ad  Gualter.  Archiepifcopum  ?anormitanu?n. 

BENEDICTUS  Dominus  Deus,^  &c.  &c. 
Quod  autem  a  me  cum  omni  inllantia  pof- 
tulatis,  ut  formam  et  mores  domini  regis  Anglic 
vobis  fub  certa  defcriptione  tranlmitiam,  meas  qui- 
dem  faculrates  excedit :  ad  hoc  enim  fatis  infuffi- 
ciens  videretur  Mantuani  vena  ingenii.  Ego  tamen 
quod  fcio  vobis  fine  invidia  et  detradlione  commu- 
pico.  De  David  legitur,  ad  commendationem  de- 
coris  ejus,  quoniam  rufus  erat,.  Vos  autem  dominum 
regem  fubrufum  ha^lenus  extitiffe  noveritis,  nifi 
quia  colorera  hunc  venerabilis  feneaus,  et  fuperve- 
niens  canities  aliquantulum  alteravit.  Statura  ejus 
mediocris  eft,  ut  et  inter  parvos  magnus  appareat, 
nee  inter  majores  minim\is  videatur.  Caput  ejus 
fphsei-icum  eft,  tanquam  fapientis  magn^  fedes,  ec 
alti  conlilii  fpeciale  facrarium.  Ea  vero  eft  capitis 
quantitas,  ut  collo  et  toti  corpori  proportionali  mo- 
deraiione  refpondeat.  Oculi  ejus  orbiculati  funr, 
dum  pacati  eft  animi,  columbini  et  fimpliccs:  fed 
in  ira  et  turbatione  (;ordis  quafi  fcintillantes  ignem 
et  in  impetu  fulrainantes.  Csfaries  ejus  damna 
calvitii  non  veretur,  fuperveniente  tamcn  artifici 
Vol,  II.  h\  capiilorum 
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i^- capillorum  tonfara.  Leonina  facies  quafi  in  qua- 
dran^ulum  fe  dilatat.  Eminentia  naris  ad  totius 
corporis  vcnul1:atem  naturali  eft  moderatione  pro- 
penla.  Arcuati  pedes,  equeftres  tibise,  thorax  ex- 
tenfior,  lacerti  pngiles,  virum  fortem,  agilem,  et 
^udacem  denunciant  :  in  quodam  tamen  articulo 
pedis  ejus  pars  unguis  innafcitur  carni,  atque  in  con- 
tumeliatn  totius  pedis  vehemfenter  increfcit.  Manus 
ejus  quadara  grofTitie  fua  hominis  incuriam  protef- 
tantur.  Earum  enim  cultum  prorfus  negligit ;  nee 
unquam,  niii  aves  deferat,  utitur  chyrothecis.  Sin- 
gulis diebus  in  miiTis,  in  confiliis,  et  aliis  publicis 
-aclionibus  regni.  Semper  a  mane  ufque  ad  vefperam 
Hat  in  pedes.  Et  licet  tibias  habeat  frequenti  per- 
culTione  calcitrantium  equorum  enorraiter  vulne- 
ratas  et  iividas,  nifi  taraen  equitet,  vel  comedat, 
nunquam  fedet.  Una  die,  fi  opus  fuerit,  quatuor 
aut  quinque  di^tas  excurrit,  et  fie,  inimicorum 
machiuamenta  przeveniens,  artes  eorum  frequenter 
inopinata  fubitatione  deludit.  Ocreis  fine  plica, 
pileis  fine  failu,  et  veftibus  utitur  expeditis.  Ve- 
hemens  amator  nemorum,  dum  ceflat  a  pr^liis,  in 
avibus  et  canibus  fe  exercet.  Caro  fiquidem  ejus 
fe  mole  pinguedinis  enormiter  oneraffet,  nifi  quia 
ventris  infolentiam  jejuniis  et  exercitio  domat,  at- 
que in  afcendendo  equura,  et  in  excurrendo,  levi- 
tatem  adolefcenti^  fervans  potentifiimos  ad  laborem 
fingulis  fere  diebus  itinerando  fatigat.  Non  enim, 
ficut  alii  reges,  in  palatio  fuo  jacet,  fed  per  provin- 
cias  currens  explorat  fafta  omnium,  illos  potiflime 
judicans,  quos  conftituit  judices  aliorum.  Nemo 
efi;  argutior  in  confiliis,  in  eloquio  torrentior,  fecu- 
rior  in  periculis,  in  profperis  timidior,  confiantior 
in  adverfis.  Qucm  femel  dilexit,  vix  dediligit : 
qaem  vero  femel  exofum  habuit,  vix  in  gratiam 
famiiiaritatis  admittit.  Semper  in  manibus  ejus  funt 
arcus,  enfes,  venabula,  et  fagittse  •,  nifi  fit  in  con- 
filiis, aut  in  llbris.     C)uoties  enim  potefi:  a  curis  et 

folieitu- 
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folicltudinibus  refpirare,  fecreta  fe  occupat  lefi:ione,'BO  OK  li. 
aut  in  cuneo  clericomm  aliqiiem  nodum  quceftionis'  "^ 
laborat  evolvere.  Nam  cum  rex  vefler  bene  literas 
noverit,  rex  nofter  longe  Ikeratior  eft.  Ego  enim 
in  litterali  fcientia  facultares  utriufque  cognovi. 
Scitis,  quod  dominus  rex  Sicili^  per  annum  difci- 
pulus  mens  fuir,  et  qui  a  vobis  vcrlificatorice  atque 
litteratoria;  artis  primitias  habuerat,  per  induftriam 
et  folicitudinem  meam  beneficium  fcientige  plenioris 
obtinuit.  Quam  cito  autem  egreiTus  fum  regnum, 
ipfe  libris  abjeclis  ad  otium  fe  contulit  palatinura. 

Verumtamen  apud  dominura  regem  Anglorum, 
quotidiana  ejus  fchola  efl  litteratifTimorum  conver- 
fatio  jugis,  et  difcuffio  quceftionura.  Nullus  rege 
noftro  eft:  honeftior  in  loquendo,  in  comedendo 
Urbanior,  raoderatior  in  bibendo.  Nullus  magnifi- 
centior  in  donis,  nullus  munificentior  in  eleemo- 
fynis :  ideoque  quali  unguentum  eftufum  eft  nomen 
ejus,  et  eleemofynas  illius  enarrat  omnis  Ecclefia 
Sandlorum.  Rex  nofter  pacihcus,  vi£l:oriofus  in 
beliis,  glorioftis  in  pace :  fuper  omnia  defiderabilia 
hujus  mundi  zelatur  et  procurat  pacera  populi  fui. 
Ad  pacem  populi  fpeftat  immenfttas  ilia  pecunia- 
rum,  quam  donat,  quam  recipit,  quam  congregat, 
quam  difpergic.  In  muris,  in  propugnaculis,  in 
munitionibus,  in  folTatis,  in  clauftiris  ferarum  et 
pifcium,  et  in  palatiorum  ^dificiis  nullus  fubtilior, 
nullufque  magnificentior  invenitur.  Pater  ejus,  po- 
tentiftimus  et  nobiliftimus  comes,  fines  fuos  amplif- 
fime  dilatavit :  fed  ifte  patris  facultatibus  fuperad- 
dens  in  fortitudine  manus  fu:E  ducatum  Normannis, 
ducatum  Aquitani^,  ducatum  Britannia,  regnum 
Angli'ce,  regnum  Scotice,  regnum  Hyberni^,  reg- 
num Walli^,  pateruie  magnificentise  titulos  iniefti- 
mabiliter  ampliavit.  Nullus  manfuetior  eft  aftlidis, 
nullus  aff'abilior  pauperibus,  nullus  importabilior 
eft  fuperbis  :  quadam  enim  divinitatis  imagine 
"  femper  ftuduit  opprimere  faftuofosj  oppreiTos  erigere, 

LI:?  et 
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BOOK  ir.  et   adverfus   fuperbi^    tumorera   continuas    perfecu- 

'^ ^ 'tiones  et  exitiales  moleftias    fufcitare.     Cum  autein 

juxta  regni  confuetudinem  in  ele£lionibus  faciendis 
potilTimas  et  potentilTimas  habeat  partes,  habuit  ta- 
men  femper  manus  ab  omni  venalitate  innoxias  et 
immunes.  Has  et  alias  tarn  animi  quam  corporis 
dotes,  quibus  ipfum  iiatura  egregie  pr^  ceteris  in- 
fignivit,  tango  lummotenus,  non  defcribo :  meam 
■  enira  profiteer  infufficientiam,  crederemque  fub 
tanta  fudare  materia  Tullium,  aut  Maronem,  lUud 
fane  tantillura,  quod  de  formed  et  moribus  ejus,  ad 
inflantiam  veflram,  breviter  delibavi,  mihi  temeri- 
tati  a  pluribus  adfcribetur  :  videbor  enim,  aut  onus 
iraportabile  prcElumpfiffe,  aut  plurimum  de  magni- 
iicentia  tanti  viri  per  invidentiam  recidiffe.  Ego 
tamen  veftr^E  ferviens  caritati,  quod  poflum  facio,  ^ 
et  quod  fcio  veftrse  poftulationi  promptiliima  volun- 
tate  comraunico,  atqoe  inter  czeteros  magnificos 
viros,  qui  de  laudibus  domini  mei  fcribunt,  ego 
cum  paupere  vidua  minutum  devotionis  gazophylar 
cium  mitto.  Quod  autem  de  morte  beati  martyris 
qu^eritis,  in  verbo  domini  et  in  ordine  diaconi  jobis 
dico,  me  nullo  modo  habere  in  confcientia,  ipfum 
hujus  rei  culpabilem  exftitilie:  hujufque  fidem  ple- 
nillimsm  vobis  facient  dominus  Theodinus  Portu- 
enfis  epifcopus,  et  dominus  Albertus  Cancellarius, 
qui  propter  hoc  in  partibus  noflris  legatione  fun- 
gentes  exploraverunt,  et  innocentiam  viri  cognove- 
runt,  atque  fub  umbra  illius  hoc  a  quibufdam 
attentatum  fuilTe,  totamque  banc  iniquitatem  a 
fandtuario  proceffiire.  Accepta  iiquidem  ab  eis  ca- 
nonica  purgatione  illius,  illi  de  mandato  fummi 
pontincis  publice  fenrentiaverunt,  eum  ab  hoc  cri- 
niine  coram  Deo  et  hominibus  eife  innoxium,  et  in 
quofdam  magnates,  quorum  malitiam  in  hac  parte 
manifefte  convicerant,  notam  infamis  retorferunt. 
lllud  quoque  noveritis,  dominum  jegem  glpriofum 
martyrera  in  omnibus  anguftiis  fi^is  patronum  ha- 
bere 
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bere  pracipuum.  Eadem  fiquldcm  die,  qua  pnmo^^QQJ^  "; 
tumulum  martyris  vifitavir,  regem  Scotiie  perfecu-^  ^ 
torera  et  impugnatorem  fortiffimum,  captum  vin- 
culis  carceralibus  raancipavit.  Continuatoque  dein- 
ceps  favore  fucceffuum  ope  martyris  de  univerfis 
hoftibus  gloriofiffime  triumphavit.  Sciatis^  igitur 
certiffime,  quod  caritatem  illara,  qua  fe  olim  rex 
et  martyr  mutuo  dilexerunr,  neque  mors  neque 
gladius  abolevit:  fortis  enim  eft  dileftio,  ut  mors:  , 
et  cum  omnia  tranfeant,  caritas  nunquam  excidit. 
Hsc  eft  porta  fpeciofa,  quse  in  fubverfione  Hieru- 
falem  Integra  et  intacla  permanfit :  cumque  omnia 
evacuentur  in  morte,  dileiftio  in  morte  non  moritur, 
cujus  fortitudini  mors  fuccumbit.  Regnum  qui- 
dem  Anglic,  quod  adverftis  regem  Stephanum  armis 
ftrenuiffiraum  fudoribus  obtinuerat  _  bellicis,  licet 
adolefcentulus  et  contemptus,  filii  ejus,  confilio  et 
auxilio  regum  et  principum  circumjacentium,  gravi 
feditione  turbaverant.  Ipfe  autem  deftitutus  fuis,^  et 
ab  extraneis  impugnatus,  illo  afpirante,  in  ^  cujus 
"virtute  unus  fugat  decem  millia,  pr?evaluit  univerfis, 
deditque  in  manus  ejus  hoftes  fuos  Dominus,  ad 
alligandos  reges  eorum  in  compedibus,  et  nobiles 
eorum  in  manicis  ferrcls.  Hie,  qui  convertit  corda 
filiorum  ad  patrera,  ipfos  in  affeclione  filiali  nutri- 
ens  fedem  patris  in  tempora  longa  ftabiliat,  et  faciat 
pacem.  Scio  enim,  quod  ft  bella  iterum  fufcitave- 
rint  in  parentem,  ftaccidet  eos  dominus.  Nam  Dei 
judicio  et  lege  fatali  fancitum  eft,  ut  quicunque  de 
confanguinitate  illius  bellis  ipftim  impugnare  prae- 
fumpferit,  non  dimidiet  dies  fuos.  Hoc  autem  in 
libro  experientlce  jam  de  nuiltis  legimus^  ct  fide 
oculata  cognovimus. 


N* 
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EOOK    II.  N°     IV. 

Harley^  part  215.  fol.  2.  6 — 36. 


^— TV ' 

This  is  refer- 
red to  in  vol.  ii. 
6. 


i— j>  -v- 


OTUM  lit  omnibus  tara  prcefentibus  qnam 
futuris,  quod  hoc  mode  fa6ta  pax  inter  Lodo- 
wicum  regein  Francie,  et  regem  Angiie  Henricum. 
Rex  Lodowicus  reddidit  regi  Angiie  omnia  jura,  et 
tenementa  Henrici  regis  avi  fui,  que  tenebat  die 
qua  fuit  vivus  ac  mortuus,  plene  et  integre ;  ex- 
cepto  Wilcaffino,  Et  de  Wilcaffino  remanlit  regi 
Angiie  feodum  archiepifcopi  Rotomag',  et  feodum 
comitis  ligicum  de  feodo  Britollii,  et  feodum  comi- 
tis  Ebr\  Et  totum  remanens  Wilcafiini  regi  Fran- 
cie ;  hoc  modo,  quod  ipfe  illud  remanens  dedit,  et 
conceffit  maritagium  cum  filia  fua  filio  regis  Angiie 
habendum.  Et  eum  inde  feifiendum,  ab  alTump- 
tione  beate  Marie  proxiraa  pof!;  pacem  faftam,  in 
tres  annos,  et  fi  infra  hunc  terminum  filia  regis 
Francie  filio  regis  Angiie  defponfata  fuerit,  ailenfu 
et  confenfu  SanQ:e  Ecclefie,  tunc  erit  rex  Angiie 
feyfitus  de  doto  Wilcaffmo,  et  de  Callcllis  Wilcaf- 
finij  ad  opus  filii  fui.  Et  fi  filia  regis  Francie  infra 
hunc  terminum  obierir,  Caflella  et  Wilcaffinum 
redibunt  ad  manum  regis  Francie ;  exceptis  tribus 
feodis,  que  femper  remanebunt  regi  Angiie  foluta  et 
quieta.  Et  ifta  conventione,  quod  Caflella  rema- 
nebunt in  cuflodia  railitum  Templi,  ufque  ad  prae- 
ditftum  terminum :  et  habebunt  redditus  ad  Caflella 
cuflodienda,  qu«  rex  Francie  in  dominlo  habebat. 
Ec  interim^  rex  Francie  habebit  inde  jufticiam,  et 
homagia,  et  fervicium.  Et  Gocelinus  Crifpinus, 
et  Goellius  de  Vaudemonte  reverfi  funt  in  homagia 
regis  Francie,  de  eo  quod  habent  in  Wilcailino,  et 
debent  habere  de  ipfo.  Et  fi  rex  Francie  habuerit 
quereiam  verfus  ecs,  que  fit  ad  jufiiciam  corporis, 
vel  membrorum,  five  exheredacionem,  five  mag- 
num gravamen  pecuniej  per  confilium  regis  Angiie 

deducetur? 
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deducetur.  Per.  iftara  convencionem  Caftellum  Stl-'^OOK:  IL 
pinnei  prodernetur,  infra  feftura  Sand:i  Johannis.^  " 
Comes  Ebr'  Simon  reverfus  eft  .in  homaginm  regis 
Francie ;  et  fervicium  quiete  in  hominibus  et  caf- 
tellis  fais,  et  cadella  fua  ei  quieta  rcmanebunt ; 
ficut  ceteri  barones  Francie  caflelia  fua  quiera  ha- 
bent.  Et  rex  folvit,  et  quietos  clamavit  homines  ejuf- 
dem  comitis  omnes,  a  juramento  quod  ei  fecerunt:  et 
ipfum  comitem  fimiliter  abfolvit,  de  eo  quod  ad 
regera  Francie  pertinet.  Et  idem  comes  Ebr'  habe- 
bit  omnia  jura  fua  de  forefta  Aquiline,  ficut  jurata 
fuerunt  per  fervientes  regis  Francie,  et  ipiius  co- 
mitis. Sed  fi  inter  eos  or ta  fuerit  querela,  perjura- 
m'enta  hominum  et  regis  et  comitis,  qui  hocjurave- 
Tunt,  ex  precepto  regis,  et  fine  mala  voluntate  ejus 
recognitum  erit.  Et  de  domo  'Sancl'i  Leodegarii,  fi, 
comes  eura  requiiierit,  de  cullodia  ejufdcm  domus 
rex  ei  reftum  tenebit.  Preterea  rex  Francie  reddi- 
dit regi  Anglie  omnia  jura  et  tenementa  comitis 
Pi^lavenfis,  excepta  Tolofa;  hoc  raodo,  quod  rex 
Anglie  conceffit  de  Tolofa  trevias,  ufque  die  primo 
Pentecoft  poft  pacera,  in  unura  annum,  pro  amore 
regis  Francie,  coraiti  San£li  Egidii ;  falvo  honore 
fuo,  fine  malo  ingenio,  et  fine  fua  et  fuorum  here- 
dura  exheredacione.  Et  quicquid  rex  Anglie  habe- 
bat  de  honore  Tolofe,  et  Cadurco,  et  Cadurcino,  ea 
die  qua  pax  fad:a  fuit,  eidem  regi  Anglie  remane- 
bit ;  et  fi  comes  Sanfti  Egidii  infra  hunc  terminum 
regi  Anglie,  vel  fuis  hominibus,  de  predii5lo  honore 
Tolofe,  vel  Cadurci,  forisfecerit,  et  ad  marchia  in 
termino  convenient!  non  emendaverit,  rex  Francie 
inde  ulterius  fe  non  intromittet.  Et  fi  comes  de 
Bargelim'  et  Trencavel*,  et  ceteri  homines  regis 
-Anglie  iilius  patrie,  noluerint  in  trewis  iftis  e^e,  et 
gwerram  fecerint  comiti  San£i:i  Egidii,  rex  Anglie 
non  juvabit  eos  infra  hunc  terminum  contra  iftam 
convencionem. 

5  Concedo 
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BOOK   11.      Concede  et  confirrao  hiis  teftibus :  Peiro  Parifiac', 

* ^ 'Huo-one    Suefoinenf,     Roberto    Ebroic',    Ernaldo 

Ex?,  Philippo  Baiocenf,  Rogero  Sagienfi,  Hugone 
Dunelm'  Epifcopo,  Thoma  Cancellar',  Comite  Flan- 
drenf ,  Teodorico  Comite,  Henrico  Comite  Sue- 
fnnenf,  Comite  Belli  Montis,  Teodor'  Wilerianno, 
Willlelmo  Pavet,  Magiftro  Templi  et  Fratribus, 
Otton'  de  Sana©  Ludonir',  Gilberto  de  Laci,  Pvi- 
cardo  de  Kafting',  Petro  Epifcopo,  Roberto  de 
Firo,  Willielmo  fratre  regis  Anglie,  Coraite  Mil- 
let'ino,  Pvicardo  de  Humet,  Jordano  Taxo. 


THE  END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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